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TX 7 HATEVER may have been ſaid concerning the taſte 

of this age, I confeſs, for my own part, that I have 
not obſerved any one good writer who has failed of ſucceſs. 
If bad writers have alſo ſucceeded, it has been either from the 
licentiouſneſs of their works, with regard to morality or 


religion, or from the ſatire and detraction they contained. 
Tis not depravity of taſte, therefore, but depravity of 


heart, the libertiniſm or malignity of mankind, that we 
ought to complain of in this and. all other ages. 

If the work I now publiſh ſhould not pleaſe that good: 
taſte which I owa to exiſt, I ſhall at leaſt have this ſecret; 
ſatisfaQtion, that I choſe rather to renounce all applauſe, 
than to ſeek it by ways that I condemn, As the ſtate of 
my fortune does not permit me to write on ſubjects that. 
require time and tranquillity, I confine myſelf te thoſe that 
are the moſt fimple, the moſt virtuous, and the moſt agree- 


able. Theſe three characters ſuit extremely with my ſitua- 


tion; the firſt, hecauſe it leſſens the labour of compoſing; the 


ſecond, becauſe it falls in with my profeſſion and principles; 


the third, becauſe by contributing to the ſale of the work, 
it anſwers the chief end that I purſue in being an author. 

All the three are ſo perfectly well united in this hiſtory, 
that I cannot ſufficiently bleſs the good fortune which threw 
the materials of it into my hands. It little imports 
readers, that I ſhould give them an exact detail of this in- 
cident : I need only inform them, that the indulgence they 
have ſhewn to ſome of my former works of this kind, 
made the illuſtrious brethren, whoſe adventures I now pre- 
ſent, believe I might touch over their manuſcript to ſome 
advantage. They required the greateſt part of the proper_ 
names to be kept concealed, which was almoſt the only reſtric-- 
tion they laid me under. For the reſt, I have made uſe of 
the liberty they left me of retrenching certain domeſtic par- 
ticularities, which the difference of cuſtoms might havg 
made to appear tedious, and perhaps ridiculous. 
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1 K E F A E E. 
T have ſo carefully buſbanded the moral of my tale, that 


> a juſt idea of the author's defign muſt not be expected in 
the firſt volume. But, from the judgment I have formed 


upon reading over the whole work, I conceive: that our 
dean propoſed to bring together, in the hiſtory of his own 
family, all thoſe rules of religion that are reconcileable 
with the cuſtoms and maxims of the world; in order to 
ſhew how far a chriſtian may conform to the latter, and at 
what bounds he ſhould ſtop. An undertaking of this na- 
ture will be thought of importance, if the execution anſwer 
the grandeur of the project. However that be, the reader 
will remark; in the very beginning, ſuch openings into the 


characters of our three brothers and their ſiſter, as will 


give him a glimpfe of what he is to expect in the ſequel. 
George is an honeſt man, but without any other prin- 


ciples than thoſe of natural morality. The dean is a 


Ehriſtian of the firſt order, rigprous even to exceſs ; till ac« 
knowledging, at laſt, the neceſſity in human ſociety of 
ſometimes yielding to the weakneſs of another, he ſceks, 
with the balance of the goſpel in his hand, all thoſe modi- 
fications and mediums that charity demands, and Chriſtian 
juſtice tolerates. Patrick and Roſe ſeem.to me two ambi- 
guous characters; good, but weak, and formed as if on 
purpoſe to give the other two continual occaſion to exert 
their virtues, and conſequently to put in the cleareſt light 


the difference between two worthy men, one of whom fol- 
lows only the maxims of this world, and the other thoſe of . 


Chriſtianity. 
Will any one think, that a deſign ſo ſerious can render 


my ſubject ſuſceptible of thoſe agreements which I have 


ſeemed to promiſe ? It would be aſſurance indeed to tell 
the reader, that he may depend upon my performance : 
However, the matter I have to work on appears to me ſo 
rich, that I am not afraid to exhort him once more to hope 
the beſt. Though I have not before ſo openly declared it, 
in all my other works I had the ſame point in view, as far 
as this kind of writing will admit. Whether 1 kept to it 
or no, and was at the ſame time agreeable, I leave thoſe to 
determine who have read the life of Cleveland, or the me- 
moits of the marquis de Bretagne. 
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T HE 


PREAMBLE. 


HEY who undertake to write either a gene- 
ral or particular hiſtory, commonly put pen 

to paper from one of theſe three motives ; Either 
to raiſe a name, in preſenting to the public a rela- 
tion worthy of their attention, and conſequently ca- 
pable of fixing the author in their eſteem as long 
as the work maintains a reputation; or from ſome 
view of ſelf-intereſt, which engages them to wiſh, ' 
that certain obſcure and doubtful actions, where- 
in they have borne a ſhare, ſhould be laid open to 
the world in a ſenſe not only honourable for them- 
ſelves, but favourable to their party : Or, finally, to 
gratify ſome reſentments of ill-will, if they happen 
to have powerful reaſons to bear an animol.. - agaiaft 
any perſon; of envy, if they look upon the for- 
tune or reputation of another with an eye of jea- 
Jouſy ; or from a natural malignity, if they have the 
9 be of ſuch a miſchievous humour as to 
find pleaſure in detraction, which inceſſantly hurries 
people of that turn to vent the poiſon of their hearts 
Dy thoſe two dangerous inſtruments, the tongue and 
t n. 5 4 

If is lain, that of theſe three ſources, two of them 
are ſuch, to which the fidelity and impartiality” a- 
greeable to hiſtory ought not ts give the leaſt atten- 
tion: for truth has no enemy to fear more powerful 
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than unruly paſſions, and perſonal intereſts. As to 
the firſt motive, although it carries the appearance 
of leſs ſuſpicion than the other two; becauſe it is in 
the main true, that the love of glory is a noble 
ſpur, which may aQtuate the ſoul of a writer in the 
ſame manner as that of an hero, and provoke each 
of them in their career to avoid every thing tend- 
ing to caſt a blemiſh on a deſign ſo excellent. Yet 
I am not ſatisfied whether this ardour itſelf of deſir- 
ing to merit the applauſe of the publick ought not 
to create in us a fear, that an hiſtorian who pro- 
poſes to himſelf no other aim, may not nevertheleſs 
be tempted to deviate from the ſtrait part of truth, 
As plain truth is not always acceptable, it is no eaſy 
taſk for one, who is upon every occaſion deſirous of 
pleaſing, to contain himſelf within bounds ſo ſtrict as 
he has laid down for his own conduct; at leaſt he 
will be apt to diſguiſe if he be not capable of alterin 
the truth. One may paint and imbelliſh a luject 
over much; and ſet it off with too many graces; and, 
which makes it more pernicious, the diſguiſe is laid 
on with ſo much the more art in proportion to the 
intention of pleaſing ; yet the author muſt maintain 
certain appearances of ſincerity, without which he 
may ſoon bid adieu to his reputation. And this 
manner of deſtroying truth, as it is the moſt ſubtle, 
ſo it is in the main the moſt dangerous. | 
It follows from hence, that we ſhould have few 
faithful hiſtories, if theſe were the only three mo- 
tives that without reſerve could engage an hiſtorian 
to take up the pen. But I have not yet mentioned 
one motive, which is infinitely more elevated than 
the moſt noble of the other three, and which with- 
out doubt is only capable of exalting an hiſtorian 
to that degree of perfection, as to make him re- 
garded for a pattern: I mean, an Appetite of ren- 
dering himſelf profitable. The whole is ſo well couched 


in theſe few words, that there is no neceſſity of 


any further explanation of them for ſuch who can 
comprehend the plain meaning of the words. 


Having 
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Having ſaid thus much, ſhall I dare to advance 
further, that Utility is my motive in this under 
taking? And ſhall not I accuſe myſelf at the firſt. 
ſetting out of aſpiring to a perfection which ſur- 
paſſes my ſtrength? I anſwer, that in aſcribing 
ſo much virtue to the Appetite of rendering one's 
ſelf uſeful, I ſuppoſe, that ſuch perſon has for a 
foundation all the natural and acquired abilities 
neceſſary in every reſpe& to form a good writer 
and unfortunately theſe are not at all the things 
of which I can boaſt, any ſhare. I may there- 
fore affirm, that though I have Ideas juſt enough 
of the particulars neceſſary for the perfection of 
the work I have undertaken, yet my talents 
are far inferior to my deſign. Nevertheleſs, the 
motive engaging me is juſt what L have mentioned, 
and I am fo fully perſuaded that it is proper to 
form good . hiſtorians, when they find themſelves 
ſupported with goed qualities, in which I am de- 
ficient, that I verily believe that alone is capable 
of affording a ſupply to the meanneſs of my parts. 
If I have not imparted to me the beauty of ima- 
gination, which is a gift of nature, and the 
graces of ſtyle, which are moſt commonly the 
effects of art, yet to make ſome amends, I ſhall 
be ſincere in my relation, modeſt in my expreſſions, 
and not only prudent and reaſonable, but ſolidly 
chriſtian in the principles of my moral. I ſhall 
forbear either to approve of or flatter vice even 
in the perſons who have been the moſt dear to me, 
and I ſhall endeavour. to turn the moſt profane 
events to the inſtruction of youth, and the edifi- 
cation of people of all ages and conditions, and 
conſequently to the honour of heaven and adyvan- 
tage of human ſocicty. 
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HE hiſtory I give the public is rather that 
of my two brothers and fifter, than my 


own, I was advanced into my fortieth 
year, and the profeſſion I had embraced ſeemed 
to promiſe me as much tranquillity for the remain- 
der of my life, as I had to that time enjoyed. 
An eccleſiaſtical benefit of a moderate income, a 
commodious habitation, a caſt of mind and inclina- 
tions which gave me a taſte for the duties of my em- 
ployment, a great love for retirement and ſtudy, 
were the foundations of my fortune and repoſe : 
and as it was choice that diſpoſed me to this kind 
of life, there was not the leaſt appearance, that I 
could be weary of a condition, with which I was ſo 
well ſatisfied. | . 
Nature had given me one advantage, which I 
voluntarily ſlighted. I was the firſt- born of my fa- 
mily : but I muſt not conceal the reaſons that made 
me renounce this pre-eminence, and by which hea- _ 
ven happily inſpired me in a good hour with a 
hatred for the world and a taſte for ſolitude. 1 
8 A 3 vans 


- 


28 — — — — 


——— 2—·¶ů ů — 
/ 


migh 


8 The Dean of CoLERAINE. 


was born with three defects, from which all the ap- 
1 and remedies of art could not ſet me free. 

y legs were bowed and crooked, and bore no bad 
reſemblance in ſhape to the two crotchets of a paren- 
theſis; yet they were ſtrong and robuſt enough, and 


of an equal length not to be any impediment to my 


walking upright. To add to this infirmity, I had a 


bunch on my back, and a counterpoiſe of the ſame 
ſort. and bulk before; and, to compleat my diſgrace, 
my face was disfigured by two large warts regularly 
ae above my eyes, which ſpreading on my fore- 
ead appeared like two horns; add to this, that my 
head was exceeding large, my waiſt full, thick, bun- 
dled together, and extremely ſhort : in fine, my 
whole figure ſeemed to deſtine and mark me out for 
ſome other ſtate than the world, where raillery much 
leſs ſpares the imperfections of the body, than the 
vices and irregularities of the ſoul. : 
I therefore did myſelf juſtice from the firſt moment 
I began to know myſelf, and I had at leaſt this ſa- 
tisfaction in forming the deſign of renouncing the 
orld, that my deſires ſquaring with my neceſſities, 
T had not any violence in bringing myſelf ta a ſub- 
miſſion. However, my mother having died in giving 


me life, my father found ſo little inclination. to a 


ſecond marriage, that. this reaſon for a long time put 
a ſtop to his granting me the liberty of entering in- 
to the. eccleſiaftical ſtate. He loved me, yet had 


veed of all his paternal indulgence to find me amiable. 
* laboured to diminiſh the ill opinion J had of my- 
| 


f, and often inculcated to me, that my wit and 
judgment (of which he aſſured me I had a larger 
proportion than was common to thoſe of my age) 
would ſupply the advantages which nature had re- 


fuſed me; and when I inſiſted on the exceſs of my 


deformity, he would , anſwer in raillery, that his 
deſign was to marry me in good time, to the end I 
Ne give him pA 


myſelf. - In ſhort, when I had attained to my ſixteenth 
year he looked out for a wife for, me, without giving 
me notice of the great pains. he took in the lovahe 


nd children lefs diſagree ble than 
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He then found out one, perhaps the moſt beautiful 
young lady in the. whole province, and continuing 


to leave me in ignorance of his reſolution, he one 


day carried me with him to viſit her. I ſaw there a 
molt bewitching creature ; but what I thought moſt 
ſurpriſing, after the picture I have drawn of myſelf, 
I found her ſo full of complaiſance and kindneſs 
for me, that. I could have wiſhed not only to have 
felt a paſſion for the lady, but to have merited 
her's. | 

Ambition produced in her heart the ſame effect as 
love. She was of a birth inferior to mine, and my 
father having prepoſſciſed her with the deſign of our 
vilit, ſhe gave leſs attention to my perſonal qualities, 
than to the title of counteſs, which ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf ſhe ſhould enjoy in becoming my ſpouſe, Our 
houſe, though extremely fallen from its ancient ſplen- 
dour, yet held one of the firſt ranks for quality in the 


county of Antrim, We traced our original to the fa- 


mous Donald O'Neal, who in former times was kin 


of that part of Ireland, which we call Cuid Guilly, 


and to which the Engliſh give the name of Ulſter. 
In truth every thing had changed its face, ſince 
Cromwell and Ireton put the finiſhing hand to the re- 
duction of our unhappy country to flavery; and the 
rigour of the yoke being laid indifferently upon the 
nobles and people, there were few families that had 
not a feeling ſenſe of the public calamity. Add to 


this miſchief, that our family having continued faith - 


ful to the ancient religion was another obſtacle, which 
took from my father all thoſe advantages that he 
might have drawn from his birth, and alſo carried the 
appearance of bereaving him of all hopes of 'fortune 
for his poſterity, Notwithſtanding we continued to 
maintain ſome remains of diſtinction in our country, 
and comforted ourſelves under the difgraces wherein 
the Engliſh held us, by conſidering, that we yet found 


ourſelves not baniſhed, but ſtill among our country - 


men. Our ſubſtance, of which we had loſt the greater 
part in the late wars, was yet ſufficient to provide us 


an honourable maĩihtenance, in compariſon at leaſt with 
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other noblemen of the province, who had been almoft 
intirely ſtripped: naked by the avarice and cruelty 
of the conquerors. | E 

My father, having obſerved with pleaſure, that my 
deformity did not at all diſguſt the lady whom he 
deſigned for ſpouſe, thought the ſucceſs of his 
__ infallible ; fince he could not imagine that any 
difficulties would ariſe from my refiſtance. I cannot 
really tell how it fell out, that I ſhould remain in- 
ſenfible to ſuch an abundance of charms; for in 


Fpight of my temper, which was naturally ſerious, IL 
ha 


always a heart ſuſceptible of tenderneſs and 
love. But I was apparently chilled by the ſtrong im- 
- preſſion which my perſonal imperfections made on me; 
or rather heaven, which called me to another voca- 
tion, was watchful over my mind, to prevent in it any 
ſoftneſſes. Whatever it was, nothing could equal my 
Father's ſurpriſe, when having diſcovered his views 
iof matching me into this houſe, he found, that I re- 
jected all hi offers, and proteſted that my reſolution 
Was to live a ſingle life. In vain did he renew his 
inſtances, and reiterate the ſame commands. All he 
could obtain from my obedience was, to bear him 
company in ſome other viſits to the ſame place. I 
was received there with the ſame air of ſatisfaction, 
and my intentions appearing to be ſufficiently under- 
ſtood by thoſe of my father, ſhe continued to treat 


me with a goodneſs, which made the temptation ve- 


ry dangerous. Nevertheleſs, in the very midſt of 
'the peril, and it may be in the moment when it was 


"moſt urgent, ſince I was then alone with the beauti- 
ful creature who occaſioned it, I formed a moſt ex- 
a r the ſucceſs of which hath made 


"me 


al ro heaven for having inſpired me with 
Fanny ih | 
© Upon oecafion-of ſome queſtions which ſhe aſked 
me concerning the age and health of my father, IL 


told her, that being yet under forty years old, and 


enjoying a perfect health, it was ſtrange that he ſhould 
be ſo determinately bent againſt marriage, which ne- 
'yertheleſs was an engagement abundantly more 2 
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able for him than me; that ſelf. love did not at all 
hinder me from opening my eyes upon my imper- 
fections, and confeſling, that my heart and my per- 
ſon would be but a ſorry preſent for a lady of her 
merit; that the juſtice which I knew how to do my 
ſelf, and the ſincere eſteem I had for her, made me 
with reaſon fear that ſhe did herſelf violence m 
ſuffering my preſence and converſation ; in fine, that 
it were to be wiſhed for her ſake, and for the intereſt 
of our houſe, that my father, inſtead of offering me, 
had himſelf made a tender of his heart and hand 
unto her : I added, that if ſhe could reliſh this over- 
ture, and lend a helping hand to my project, I did 
not at all deſpair of bringing it to a goed iſſue. 
And obſerving that my propoſal had thrown her into 
a little embarraſment, I intreated her to unfold her- 
ſelf freely, and to depend intirely upon my fincerity 
and honour. Having pondered on the matter for a 
moment, ſhe made me an anſwer, which did not 


leave me the leaſt room to doubt of her true ſen- 


timents. She ſaid, that ſhe took my addreſſes as a 
very high honour, but fince I had fo little taſte 
for matrimony, ſhe found herſelf ſo prepoſſeſſed in 
favour of our houſe, that ſhe would freely accept 
of my father's hand, if ſhe could not obtain that 
of his ſon, I diſcovered an infinite joy to find 
her in this diſpoſition. Thus, being perſuaded” of 
my fincerity, ſhe made no difficulty of committing 
to me the care of her intereſts, and of promiſing that 


ſhe would ſpare nothing on her part to give her po- 
er of triumphing over the indifference of my fa-__ 


ther. 


men was the remembrance of my mother, whom 
he had loved paſſionately, ir was no difficult taſk 
for a young lady, bleſſed with as much wit as 
beauty, and who made it her ſtudy to appear ami- 


able in his eyes, to efface thoſe ideas, which time 


alone ought before now to have enfeebled, I feeond- 


ed her beſides with all my power, and I had two. 


- 


cauſes for my zeal, which 
As 


As the ſole reaſon that eſtranged him from wo- 
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the defire of ſeeing my father happy by a new mar- 
riage, and the fear of being myſelf ebliged to enter 


into that ; ſtate, if he ſhould perſiſt in his firſt re- 
ſolutions, By force then of importunity and appli- 
cation I acquired not only a ſtepmother, who during 
the whole courſe of her life highly merited my re- 
verence and affection, but alſo Iberer to follow my 
inclination of embracing the eccleſiaſtical ſtate, to 
which I had the call of heaven. In the firſt year of 


this Dappy marriage the almighty gave me a brother, 


and his birth was as it were a ſignal for the permiſſi- 
on I obtained of entering into a new courſe of life. 
I got my father's conſent to go to Carrick-fer- 
us, and. apply myſelf to a more regular courſe of 
ſudy under the care of ſome Romith ecckſiaſtics, 
who there privately taught the divine and human 
ſciences, I ſpent many years there, and did not re- 
turn to my father's houſe until I had received holy 
orders from the Catholic archbiſhop of Armagh, 
Being irretrieveably engaged to the ſervice of heaven, 
I conſidered the choice of two ſorts of employments, 
to which a Romiſh prieſt might apply himſelf in Ire- 
land. Since the Reformation had become the pre- 
vailing religion in Ireland, there were few towns in 
it, or even villages, which were intirely made up of 
Catbolics : Nevertheleſs, there were yet a number 


ſufficient to form from an union of divers places ſome 


eonſiderable pariſhes, which are ordinarily under the 
conduct of a parſon or a dean, and ſometimes e- 
ven of many prieſts, In other places of the kingdom, 
where it would be difficult enough to reckon two Ca- 
tholics among an hundred proteſtants, they receiv- 
ed no. other ſpiritual ſuccour than from travelling 
miſſionaries, who employ their zeal from. town to 
town, either to comfort the ſmall number of the 
faithful, or to reclaim to the Roman communion ſuch 

roteſtants.as they may gain over by their private cx» 

ortations + But they have need of great circumſpec- 
tion to contain themſelves within the bounds allow- 
ed by the laws; and if they are of the regular 
gergy, they cannot take one fingle ſtep that does 
6.54 not 
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not expoſe them to puniſhment ; becauſe their very 
entrance into the realm is forbidden under the penal- 
ty of death. Having then the choice of either of 
theſe two parties, I might poſſibly have follewed the 
motions of my zeal, that made me look upon the 
ſecond as the moſt laborious and moſt. apoſtolic; 
but the redoubled inftances of my father and my 
ſtepmother ſtopped, me ſhort againlt my inclinations, 
IR me in a pariſh the neareſt to their manſion» 

oule. 

This was a little town called Killerine or Cole- 
raige, ſeated on the river Bann, at the extremity of 
the county of Antrim, and dependent on the juriſ- 
diction of the biſhop of Londonderry. The Romiſh 
religion bad been ſo well preſerved in this place, that. 
the much greater part of the. inhabitants made an 
open — of it. The clergy were numerous. 
there, and the dean, who was their head, had a re- 
ſpect payed him little inferior to a biſhop. I en- 
gaged myſelf to this town, having firſt received the 
miſſion of the archbiſhop of Armagh; and I lived 
there many years in profound quiet, dividing my 
time between the functions of my calling aud the 
ſtudy of the holy ſcriptures. Ten years Tad paſſed. 
over in this tranquiliity, when the dean happening 
to die, my birth, and the rank in which my father 


ſtood, made them caſt their eyes on me to fill that 


dignity. I was obliged to ſubmit to the choice, 
notwithſtanding the weakneſs of my talents, and to- 
renew my endeavours at leaſt of employing in the ex- 
ecution of my duty all the ardour and application of 
which I was capable. : i * 

During this time heaven had continued to ſhed; 
its bleſſings upon my father's marriage; his ſpouſe 
brought him a ſecond ſon five years after the birth 
of the firſt, and a daughter two years after that. 
They all three ſo happily ſhared the gifts of nature, 


that ſhe ſeemed to ſtudy to make a ſort of a re- 


paration to our family for her rigour to me. Georgg,. 


who was the eldeſt, at the age of fifteen, paſſed: - 
Sr a man the beſt made, and of the moſt agree 5 


able 


— 
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able air in our province. His brother Patrick, though 
not fo tall nor robuſt, yet drew more attention to 
him by the extraordinary beauty of his face, and 
the gracefulneſs of his whole form. As for their 
After, whoſe name was Rofe, nothing had been for 
a long time ſeen in the county of . ſo per- 
fect and amiable. I ſaw them grow up with ad- 
miration, and I ſometimes aſked my father if he re- 
pented his leaving me at liberty, to embrace an ec- 
cleſiaſtical ſtate, and of charging himſelf with the 
care of providing heirs for himſelf. The land where- 
on he made his reſidence, being near enough to Co- 
leraine, I had the liberty of going there often; 
and without neglecting the duties of my function, 
1 watched over the education of his children, who 
were as dear to me as to him. I took his two 
fons by turns to my houſe, to begin the forming 
of their minds and manners, and to ht them for 
page uſual courſe of ſtudies in Trinity Col- 
ge, Dublin. They there diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
'by their application and the progreſs they made in 
the Sciences. Heaven at this time took their mo- 
ther to itſelf; but although this loſs made'my fa- 
ther deſirous of calling them home about him, yet 
I prevailed on him to let them continue where they 
were, to finiſh the courſe of their ſtudies; and 
* Roſe and I took on us the care. of afſuaging his 
mou At laft they returned from Dublin ſuch as 
wiſhed them to be, that is to ſay, filled with 
judgment and ſentiments becoming their birth, and 
their bodies and minds ſufficiently formed to do 
honour to thoſe who had the care of their edu- 
cations | 
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 ® This Scene muſt be in the reign of King James the 
ſecond, who changed the College from a Proteſtant to 4 
Popiſh Foundation, and when theſe of the latter commus 
atten where admitted to ſtudy there. Me 
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vanquiſh; inſomuch that with all the qualifications 
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Notwithſtanding ſo many advantages, their parts 


and behaviour ſeemed to be unprofitable. | Religion 
was an obftacle, which perſonal merit could not 


which uſually give a diftinQion in the world, they 
were, like their father, condemned to. Tead a pri- 
vate life in the county of Antrim, and confine them- 
ſelves to domeſtic buſineſs. This reafon, which 
I always had in view, was the thing which ob- 
liged me in a more particular manner to give them 
a taſte for the ſciences ; thinking that they would 
in them at leaſt find a virtuous and agreeable re- 
medy againſt the irkſomeneſs of idleneſs. The want 
of civil employments, from which their religion ab- 
ſolutely ſecluded them, was not all; they could have 
no hopes of advancing themfelves in the army: 
But I was not ignorant to what perils they might 
be expoſed by ambition; and the examples of a 
great number of lords, who won!d not have changed 
their religion but from this motive, made me ap- 
1 enough what I had to fear from them. 
y father entered with me into theſe ſentiments, 
and we concluded to forbear at leaſt for ſome time 
from employiag them in the world, till the times 
ſhould be a little more free, and a reign more 
favourable to the Roman religion than that of king 
William. | X p 
In this manner they ſpent many years, ſometimes 
in ftudy, ſometimes in the diverſions of the field; 
and other innocent amuſements, which they could 
procure in a province removed far from court, and 
at a diſtance from great towns. They came often 
to Coleraine, and I payed them frequent wiſits at 
their eſtate. If I had as much tendernefs for them 
as my father, they in return. bore as much reſpe&t 
and friendſhip to me as they did to him. There 
never was a family better united, and more hat- 


,mony. We ſpent our lives in ſuch ſweet” tranquil. 


lity, that nothing but ſelf- love could buſy us in 
wiſhing for a change. Beſides, we hitherto-appear» - 
ed. to be very eſtranged from all thoſe chemes 
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that could trouble our repoſe ; although, te ſpeak 


freely, I had already made. fome remarks, which 
had given me a good inſight into thoſe things which 
I feared would come to pals... *. a 

Notwithſtanding the continual. calm in which we 
lived, I had on more than once to penetrate in- 
to the bottom of the characters of my brothers 
and ſiſter. Their natural inclinations diſcovered 
themſclves in order to betray them, In their opi- 
nions, in the choice of their pleaſures, in the very 
object of their ſtudies, I had room to obſerve that 
my two brothers did not always agree in ſentiments ; 
and that this diſagreement proceeded from a differ- 
ence in their tempers. They had both of them a 
great deal of wit, but the tempering of that metal 
(if 1 may be allowed ſuch a metaphor) was not at 
all the ſame. George had a wit more piercing than 
Juſt ; or rather, being naturally daring and perempto- 
ry, he had got a habit of judging of every thing 
at the firſt view, as if his penetration had ſpared 
him the labour and ſlowneſs of fifting the argu- 
ment; and though it often fell out that he found 
himſelf in miſtakes, he drew from the ſame prin- 
ciple an extreme attachment to his firſt ſentiments : 
Inſomuch that it was no eaſy matter to bring him 


to own that he was in the wrong. Another effect of 


the ſame weak fide was, that every thing that pre- 
ſented itſelf to him in a briſk and ſparkling form, 
and conſequently laid a ſtrong hold of his wit and 
1magination, could not much Fail of ſtrongly prepoſ- 
ſeſſing him on either fide of the queſtion. So that 
the firſt impreſſion went a great way with him in 
determining the whole argument. From this diſ- 
polition- it happened, that notwithſtanding his re- 
tirement and the tranquillity of his occupations, he 
nayriſhed ſecretly in his heart an ardent love for 
the -world, of which he had got ſome tafte in 
Dublin, and which he had figured to himſelf more 
flattering from the Ideas repreſented to him. in his 
reading. The nobility of his birth, the misfortune 
to be ham in ſuch a country as Ireland, his contioual 
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wiſhes for . bappy revolution to bring about a 
change in the government, as well as in his own 
fortune, ſuch were the ordinary ſubje&s of his con- 
verſation and thoughts. His library was made up 
of nothing but hiſtorical works, ferious hiſtories or 
romances ; be had the ſame taſte for ev thing 
that could help to augment in his imagination this 
phantom of the world, with which he was charm- 
ed, yet in other reſpects he was in all his ſenti- 
ments good, ſincere, generous, ſober, intrepid, and, in 
one word, furniſhed with every quality neceſſary 
to form an honeſt man in the common acceptation 
of the words. | | 7 

Patrick, though he was five years younger, 
was bf a character much more difficult to pene- 
trate. Although nothing was ſo amiable and fo pre- 
poſſeſſing as his form, nothing alſo a pores more 
ſweet, and more complaiſant and flexi e than his 
humour. He was always in a diſpoſition to oblige; 
to ſubmit and acknowledge the merit of others, 
and the truth of their fentiments ; to condemn his 
own opinion when he was brought to ſee his er- 
ror, and to teſtify his gratitude to thoſe who did him 
ſo good an office ; and this he would do with ſo. much 
grace, and fo little affectation, that it was ſurpriſing 
to find fuch an uncommon docility in a young man, 
in whom were equally united all the acconthliincats 
of wit and perſon. But that which was difficult to 
underſtand in his character was, that Patrick was 
as inſupportable to himſelf, as he appeared. amiable 
in the eyes of others. He could find nothing that 
was capable of giving him ſatisfaction, or of ma- 
king him reliſk one real ſentiment of pleaſure. The 
rn painful occupations were no more to him 
than an amuſement, which always left ſome void 
to fill in the bottom of his heart. Whatever _de- 
lights he had the art of diffuſing in converſation, 


or in a party of pleaſure, he drew no benefit to 


himſelf from thoſe things which created high ſatis- 
faction in others. Unger a gay and undiſturbed 
countenance he carried a fecret fund of melan- 
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18 The Dean of Coleraine. 
cholly and inquietude, which would not ſuffer him 
to have-a ſenſe of any thing but of himſelf, and 
which without intermiſſion provoked in him a longing 
for every thing he wanted. Theſe devouring wants, 
this abſence x unknown. good, were impediments 
to his happineſs. I have drawn this picture of his 
heart from a copy which he himſelf has an hundred 
times given me in bitterly bewailing his own. peculiar 
lot. In fine, he was very exact in acquitting himſelf 
of the ordinary duties of ſociety ; yet he found him- 
ſelf often under conſtraint from the obſervances of 
decorum. He voluntarily preferred ſolitude to any 
commerce with the world ; his books being his only 
conſolation. A juſt and ſolid argument, a happy 
expreſſion, a delicate turn, a ſentiment tender and 
well conducted, gave him more pleaſure than all the 
riches and honours of the world; becauſe he found 
in them ſomething which ſerved at leaſt to tickle his 
heart and his reaſon. for a moment, and every thing 
elſe gave him only fatigue, and even inſpired him 
with averſion and diſguſt. ' 
This is an exact character of Patrick, ſuch as 
1 have known him to be during the whole courſe of 
Bis life. However, I did not come at this knowledge 
all of a ſudden. Upon his return from the college 
of Dublin, I diſcovered by a cleſe attention, that 
he had ſomething very extraordinary in his character, 
but it took me up a good while throughly to unfold 
this very puzzling riddle. By force of my obſer- 
vations I thought I had got poſſeſſion of one part of 
his ſecret, and in the end I prevailed on him by 
importunity and the moſt tender marks of friendſhip. 
to ſuffer me clearly to read the bottom of his ſoul. 
He made me all the diſcoveries which I wanted to 
unravel, His diſeaſe, though of a nature ſo ſtrange, 


did not appear to me to be without. remedy. I of- 


ſered him then one, which without doubt would from 


that time have been proper to have wrought his cure, 


if he had had fortitude enough to reliſh the firſt 
bitterneſs ; but the queſtion was how to ſubmit to 
Jome violenges, to which Patrick was not at that 
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time in the leaſt diſpoſed. I in vain attempted to 
make him comprehead, that what he looked upon as 
a misfortune might poſſibly be a favour from hea- 
ven; that called him in an eſpecial manner to the 
ſervice of God, and who did not ſend him the 
trials of thoſe perpetual afflitions, under which he 

oaned, for any other reaſon than to give him a 
—— for that only good, to the poſſeſſion of which 
the repoſe of the heart is attached. My exhortations 
were at that time unprofitable : Not that he had oc- 
caſion to ſubdue in his heart any habits contrary to 
the common duties of religion ; but he had not as 
yet any taſte of that ſublime virtue to which I ex- 
horted him, and which I thought neceſſary for his 
repoſe, We ſhall ſee by what ſteps it pleaſed hea- 


ven to conduct him to it. 


If I had occalion of a little ſtudy to ſift into the 
bottom of the characters of my brothers, nothing in 
the world was ſo eaſy for me as to underſtand that of 
my ſiſter. It was legible both in her eyes and her 
countenance, The happy temperament of her blood 
and humours, which formed the beauty of her com- 
plexion, ſerved not only to render her foul perpe- 
tually calm, but alſo to adorn her with a thouſand 
amiable qualities, and to communicate as many 
charms to her mind, as it diffuſed outwardly over her 
whole perſon. Sweet, complaiſant, extremely modeſt, 
as well regulated in her defires as in her actions, 
nothing was ſo even as her conduct and temper. 
She had not as yet made reflections, whether a woe 
man be proper for any thing elſe than for the little 
cares in which her father held her employed; and 


I have ſometimes admired, how with that fund of 


wit, which I knew ſhe had, ſhe could fo calmly con- 
tain herſelf within a circle of childiſh amuſements, 
leſe ſuitable to her reaſon than to her age. But this 
ſimplicity proceeded from the innocence” of all her 
ſentiments. She was handſome without” knowing — ; 


ſhe pleaſed without intending it; and ſhe was indeb 


to herſelf alone for her wit, though ſuperior to her oe 
cupations; becauſe ſhe had no acquaintance with that 
4. OED | . of 
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of others. With diſpoſitions ſo happy it ſeemed as if 
nothing elſe was to be expected from her but modeſty 
and virtue. For my part, I was ſo perſuaded of it, that 
having had it often in my thoughts to give her ſome 
inſtructions more ſerious, and better proportioned to 
her natural talents, I waved my defign for this rea- 
ſon alone, that innocence being the moſt happy lot of 
2 virgin, it appeared to me to be uſeleſs, and might 
be dangerous in furniſhing her with hints as little 
. neceſſary for her — as her virtue. Never- 
theleſs, when ſhe had paſſed her fifteenth year, I 
fancied I perceived that her then age had made ſome 
little alteration in her, Whether the converſation 
of my brother George had extended her ideas, or 
whether it was only the effe& of nature, 1 obſerved 
more vivacity in her eyes, and abundantly leſs fimplicity 
in her behaviour. Her blood, which had been till 
then within a moderate degrec of warmth, appeared 
now to fluſn out in heat when a party of pleaſure 
was propoſed: She took a taſtz he reading, but 
ſhe had her books from George; and I one day by 
chance diſcovered, that he ſupplied her with none 
but romances. I fell into reproaches againft them 
both. She promiſed me to abandon this trifling oc- 
cupation. I believe ſue periormed her promiſe ; but 
I could not help remarking more and more, that ſhe 
began te open her eyes upon her own merit, and was 
infruQed in many things of which before ſae had no 
notion. | 

I never went to their houſe without renewing my 
advice and exhortations ; which the eſteem they had 
for me, and the friendſhip that they knew I had for 
them, inured them to receive very freely. I alſo a- 
voided with care all ſerere and diſcouraging airs. 
Moreover, my father had intruſted to me the conduct 
of his whole family. They were acquainted with 


his pleaſure upon that head: inſomuch that this good 
father being upon his death-bed, they found no pain 
in promifing him during his laſt moments to have 
always the ſame docility in being governed by my 
advice, and of maintaining the ſame ſentiments far 
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me which they had for him. Nothing was ſo moving as 
theſe laſt marks of tenderneſs, with which he took 


a final farewell of his afflicted family. Having ex- 
ated from my brothers and fiſter a promiſe of re- 
ſpecting and obeying me during their whole lives, he 
obliged me alſo by an abſolute command to engage 
myſelf to them in holding the place of a father whom 
they were about loſing, and gf regarding them al- 
ways as the moſt dear objects of my action and 
care. He enjoined me tę embrace them in his pre- 
ſence, to confirm our prdmiſes by this pledge of an 
inviolable fidelity; and he embraced us himſelf one 
after another, bathing us with his precious tears. 
He died at ſuch an age, wherein reaſon made him 
abandon life without regret, becauſe he had ac- 
cuſtomed himſelf to conſider death as a tribute due 
to nature; and he carried away the ſweet conſolation 
of knowing that never father had been more happy 
than he in the reverence and ſincere affeRion of all 
his children. 7 | 
How afflicting ſoever this loſs. was to us, it made 
no change in our affairs or condition, George was 
paſt twenty-five years old, and was now in the ſtate 
of charging himſelf with the conduct of a family ; 
and he did ſo indeed efſectually, having firſt entreated 
me to yield him the uſual aſſiſtance of my counſels, 
We continued to live for ſome months in a perfect 
good underſtanding. Patrick was in his twentieth 
year, and Roſe about ſeventeen. Their conduct was 
prudent, and did not as yet give me any diſappoint- 
ment; for what I have already hinted of their cha- 
rater was only (as I may call it) in the ſeed, which 
yet had produced no crop, nor diſcloſed itſelf to 
any other eyes than mine. We appeared then more 
calm than ever; when by the ſecret ſprings. of prove 
dence we had a future lot prepared for us 8 dif. 
ferent. Another country, another fortune, ot her 
occupations, and other cares; in fine, adventures, 
afflictions and troubles without number. It is from 


this point that I properly begin our ſtory. at 


= 


„N de Peſſes, was a freſh reaion for my deſiring td 
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Although commerce was not at all in a 5 
ſtate through all the northern parts of Ireland, and, 
except Londonder and Carrickfergus, there were 
few maritime towns frequented by ſtraungers; how- 
ever, we had now and then the pleaſure of ſeein 
| ſome merchant ſhips arrive at the little towns ſeate 
at the mouths of rivers. They drew from this fitua- 
ation the advantage ef receiving directly their wines, 
their oils, and other commodities which nature had 
denied our iſland. Coleraine: being but a league from 
the ſea, from time to time received this benefit by 
means of the river Bann, which waſhed its walls. 
About a year after the death of my father there ar- 
rived there a French veſſel laden with a cargo of wine, 
the captain of which had the courteſy of making a 
viſit to me, as to the head of the catholics of Te 
town. His name was de Peſſes, a young man of 
an agreeable face, and a politeneſs uncommon in a 
Ses ang man. I received him with that civility 


which I thought due to a ſtranger, and particularly. 
to Frenchmen ; the people of which country had for 
a long time an inclination to our family, on — 


of the language of their nation, which my brothers 
my ſiſter and I perfectly well underſtood, add we coul 
not excuſe ourſelves from ſhewing ſome affection fo 
thoſe who ſpoke it. The merit which I obſerved i 


countenance his intereſts. I entreated him to be no 
' tranger at my houſe, and I not only did him all the 
ſervices neceſſary to his affairs, but when I thought 
I was acquainted. well enough with him to treat him 
with confidence, I propoſed to him to make a party 
with me to go ſee my brothers and fiſter, and aſſured 
him that his viſit would be agree.vle: We took 
this walk more than once; and Mr de Peſſes gave 
them ſuch a taſte at his firſt acquaintance, that I 
was not well received by my brothers nor by Roſe 
when they ſaw me arrive without him. 

One may eaſily imagine that the delights of France 
made a part in all our converſations, and that Mr 
de Peſſes did not at all ſpare to draw us a * 
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of the charming picture of a country that gave him 
birth. The enchanting deſcription that he gave us of 
Languedoc and Provence, and of other parts of the 
realm, made them appear to us equal to the abodes 
of gods or fairies. He had lived a long time at Paris; 
and every thing he related of that celebrated city 
excited our admiration. "Beſides, he gave his reci- 
tal with a good grace; and George and Roſe were 
never weary,in lending their attention. Eyen the in- 
quietude of Patrick found ſome relief from it; and 
this was the Orpheus that ſuſpended the torments of 
Siſiphus and Ixion. ; | 

One day, as they appeared charmed with his diſ- 
courſe, he took an occaſion to ſay, is a more grave 
tone, that he could not but be ſurpriſed, that perfons 
of their birth, their age, and perſonal qualities, had 
choſe to bury themſclves in a deſert corner. of Ire- 
land, whilſt they had the liberty of leaving it, and 
of ſpending a life full of pleaſures in the fineſt coun- 
tryin the world, that for theſe twenty years paſt he 
had carried over from our iſland great numbers of 
worthy people, who had but little temptation to re- 
turn, having once got a taſte of the charms of 
France; that of an infinite number of examples he 
would mention only that of Mr Dillon, whom he 
had the honour to know, and who was loaded with all 
ſorts of favours immediately after his arrival at Ver- 
ſailles; that without counting upon the way of riſing 
in the army, to which this gentleman had engage 
himſelf, there were a thouſand other paths to fortune 4 
both at court and at Paris; that a ſtranger well born, — 
and of a good mein, could not fail of the protection 11 
of the moſt enerous courts and of the greateſt of all | 
kings, whoſe chief ſubjects might be conſidered as | 
ſo many Princes, 'who by their riches ald magnifi- — 
cence had the advantage over a great number of _ 
dovereigns, and placed their glory in following the = 
examples of bounty and generofity which they were - 


continually receiving from their maſter; that as to — 1 
nce thoſe who failed of making a fortune at court, Paris 15 
8 preſented ſuch with inexhauſtible reſources, that gaming 1 
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there alone every day faiſed an incredible numbet, 
both of French and ſtrangers to great opulence; that 
in every quarter of th town were gaming ordina- 
ries, or rather fountains of gold and filver not to be 
drained, from whence the good luck of one moment 
might draw up wherewithal to enable one to paſs the 
longeſt life happily; that an handſome well made 
man, who has no taſte for gaming, might yet with 
leſs hazard procure himſelf an eſtabliſhment by the 
means of wgmen; that the old, the young, maids 
and widows, Were equally idolaters of a good mein, 
and that a young man with this ſort of merit might, 
when he thought little of it, marry the richeſt b&reſs 
of Paris; that if the French ladies had ſo great foi- 
bles for the men, the nobility and men of wealth 
had yet more for the women; that at court, in the 
city, in the country, a perſon of the merits of Miſs 
Roſe might aſſure herſelf of adoration, that there 
was no degree of rank, of riches, or of fortune, 
that were above her views, or rather that ſhe might 
not expect to ſee laid at her feet; in fine, to give the 
fimſhing ſtroke to this flattering picture, Mr de 
Peſſes added, that the taſte for arts, for ſciences, for 
wit and beauty, ing in the higheſt degree of per- 
fection in France, my brothers and ſiſter, who poſſeſſed 
all thoſe talents united, ought not to be permitted to 
bury themſelves in Ireland, and to rob his country of 
the ſatisfaction that all the world would find cauſe to 
admire in them. X 

Whether this diſcourſe was uttered with a ſerious 
view, or proceeded only from a politeneſs common 
to the French, I obſerved that it made a deep im- 
preſſion upon my brothers and ſiſter. George looked 
ſucceſſively on Patrick and Roſe with an eye that 
ſeemed to conſult their approbation; and I thought 
I ſaw ia their eyes ſuch an anſwer as George required. 
In the mean time, as they found an embarraſment 
in explaining themſelves, they at firſt avoided to make 


a direct anſwer to the. propoſals and flatteries of 


Mr de Peſſes. In fine, Georgy, wearied with doing 
| himſelf ſuch violence, caſt his eyes again wy 
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brother and ſiſter, to aſſure himſelf of their con- 
ſent, and turning to me: I am very backward, ſays 
he, in applying to myſelf all that is flattering in the 
compliments of Mr de Peſſes, and of promiſing 
myſelf all the 2 which his civility makes 
us hope for; but ſince ſo many others have paſſed in- 
to France, and have been well received there, why 
may not we follow their examples, ſince it is cer- 
tain we are obliged to do ſo by the ſame reaſons. 
He then aſked what I myſelf thought of the pra- 

I confeſs I found myſelf in my turn under ſome 
confuſion, ſince upon the whole, the filence of the 
two others convinced me that they had the ſame ſen- 
timents as their brother. I too well knew the bot- 
tom of their characters, to ſuffer myſelf to be de- 
ceived. My iſter reddened with joy at the time 
that Mr de Peſſes had aſſured her with an air of 
flattery, that ſhe ſhould be adored in France, and 
that there was no country in the world where more 
juſtice was done to the merit of women. George 
was dazzled with the brilliant picture he had drawn 
of Paris, and of the court, and upon the whole, 
with the eaſe by a little induſtry of finding means 
there of elevating himſelf to riches and honours. In 
truth, the example of Mr Dillon was ſedueing. 
This Gentleman? with whom he had been educated 
in Dublin, and who was neither richer, nor of a bet» 
ter family than we, had not at all any other title 
than George to aſpire to court favours. In fine, I 
plainly perceived, that theſe gaming ordinaries where 
they played ſo high, and where the moſt .unfortunate 
might hope to become rich at laſt, if fortune did but 
favour them, for a moment, had put the finiſhing 
hand to the gaining over of George, and did not 
ſuffer him from that time to look upon Ireland but 
with contempt. | 3 

As to Patrick, it was enough to propoſe any — 
to him under a ſhape of novelty, to inſpire him with 
a defire for it; not indeed that he conceived. any 
ſtrong taſte for what he began to deſire, but * 
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being diſguſted with all that he poſſeſſed, his heart 


promiſed him more ſatisfaQtion in a change. 
The only anſwer. which I gave to them and to 
Mr de Pefles turned upon the difficulties of ſuch a 
propoſal. A project of this importance, ſays I, can- 
not be executed ſo eaſily as it is formed. You do not 
at all conſider what it is to abandon one's country to 
paſs into an unknown land, where one may be un- 
certain of finding ſupport and protection. Do you 
believe that one can live on nothing in France? And 
without reckoning the neceſſary charges of the voy- 
age, how do you flatter yourſelves to gain a ſupply 
for your firſt expences on your arrival at Paris. When 
you refle& on ſelling your patrimony here, you know 
well that this is not a buſineſs very eaſily to be accom- 
pliſhed in Ireland; and ſuppoſing you have an oppor- 
tunity of diſpoſing of it, you cannot draw from it near 
the value. They had nothing to reply to objections 
of ſuch weight: But if they were not prepared to 
yield to them at firſt, it was no more than to have the 
opportunity of meditating at leiſure on the means of 
coming to a reſolution. In effect, in a few days af- 
ter, my brother George took an occaſion to ſpeak to 
me in private, and old me that having maturely deli- 
berated with Patrick and his ſiſter, and drawn from 
Mr de Peſſes all the lights that might favour their pro- 
jeQ, they were confirmed in the reſolution of quitting 
Ireland; that indeed they were at firſt cooled by my 
objections, but that it depended on him alone to defeat 
them; that if I would not only conſent to their de- 
parture, but become the head of their enterprize and 
guide of the voyage, they did not at all apprehend 
the difficulties which I had forecaſted ; that he could 
not find many obſtacles to the ſelling of our patrimony, 
fince the queſtion was in fixing an eftabliſhment more 
agrerable and advantageous in a charming country, 
ere they took a glory in treating ſtrangers with 


civility, and where the example of a great number of 
our countrymen ſcemed to invite us; that as to the lit- 
tle money we could draw from our lands, it would 
ſuffice not only for our voyage, but for ſupporting us 
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of the French had found out ſome occaſion of em- 
ploy'ng us; that as to me, having paſſed all my life 
to good purpoſe in ſtudy, I need not at all doubt but 
the clergy of France would treat me with diſtinction, 
and quickly give me an opportunity of exerciſing my 
talents ; that we could eaſily find a way to diſpoſe of 
our lifter, either by marrying her at Paris, where 
they ſay beauty is an infallible road to fortune, or in 
preferring her honourably to ſome lady of the firſt 
diſtinction; that as to himſelf and Patrick, they had 
each of them a ſword, and by the favour of heaven 
enough of good blood in their veins to open to them- 
ſelves an honourable road in the profeſſion of arms, 
if nothing preſented more advantageous for their eſta- 
bliſhment ; that they required only, that I ſhould 
continue to aſſiſt them as a father, as I had hitherto 
done with extreme goodneſs, and they had ſo much 
confidence in my wiſdom and affection, that they pro- 
miſe themſelves all forts of good fortune under my 
conduct, * | 

The air with which he accompanied this diſcourſe, 
gave me to underſtand more than his reaſons, that it 
was abſolutely determined we ſhould part, and that 
I ſhould get nothing by combating this reſolution. 
My — was exceeding great. I could not ſay, 
that the choice they had a mind to make was not 
advantageous for their fortune, and that, at the age 
they were of, with ſo little hopes of being employed 
in Ireland or England, they had not good reafon 
to think of ſettling in ſome Catholic flate: But I 
could not at all difcorer that my intereſts were the 
ſame, nor couſequently that I ought to ſuffer myſe!f 
to be ſwayed by the ſame motives. If I gave ear to 
nothing but my own inclinations, I was fatisfied with 
my benefice, and ambition had not yet made me 
form other views. 
peared to me, that being engaged to a flock, which 
providence had committed to my charge, I could not 
abandon it without infidelilty. I ſaw miſſionaries 
every day arrive in Ireland from France and the Low- 
Countries, who forſook their country merely out of 
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28 
zeal for religion, and who came to employ all thei 
lives cither- in the inſtruction of Catholics or the 
converſion of Proteſtants. Ought I then to ſhew leſ; 
zeal than ſtrangers for the ſalvation of my country. 
men? Conſiderations ſo juſt ſhould have detained me 
in Ireland in ſpight of myſelf, if I had any propenſi. 
on to quit it ; and they ſtill became ſtronger, whe 
joined to the taſte 1 naturally had for my reſidence 
at Coleraine, and for the duties of my employ. 
ment. | 

In the mean time, having made ſome new and un. 
profitable efforts to perſuade my brothers and ſiſter te 
change their deſign, I found myſelf extremely divided 
between my tenderneſs for them and the reaſons that 
ought to have ſtayed me. To ſuffer them to go alone, 


The Dean of CoLERAINE. 
* 


and abandon them to themſelves, was another kind o 


crime, of which I did not think myſelf capable. 

recalled in my memory the laſt will of a dying fa 
ther, and the ſolemn promiſes by which we were en- 
gaged in his preſence, they to reſpect and obey me, 
and I to aſſiſt them with my cares and counſels. Thi 
engagement was the moſt ſacred of all my duties. 
J moreover reflected, that the bonds of nature of them: 
ſelyes outweighed all other obligations, and that il 
the love of our neighbour be commanded by the 
goſpel, it is doubtleſs with a juſt proportion, by 
which . the differeat degrees of proximity ought al- 
ways to be regulated, I had nothing ſo near to me 
as my brothers and ſiſter; I loved them tenderly ; they 
merited my affection. Add to this, that from their 
characters, with which I was well acquainted, they had 
all three very near an equal neceflity for a guide, at 


leaſt till they arrived at that age, when the heat © 
their paſſions ſhould abate. 


In fine, this laſt confide- 
ration turned the balance iu their favour. It is cer. 
tain ſaid I to them, I owe more to you than to all 
the world beſides: But this is to ſuppoſe that your 
aflection ſhall always be ſuitable to mine, and that you 
will religiouſly obſerve my advice, ſince this is the 
motive that makes you defire my company. They 
Tz a wl 533 ; promiſed 
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promiſcd me this with joy. In conſenting alſo to ac- 
company them, I took another reſolution, with which 


] was ſo much the more ſatisfied, as it ſerved in ſome 


meaſure to reconcile all my duties; and that was, not 
to abandon abſolutely my benefice, and to make my 
departure conſidered only as a journey of a ſhort du- 
ration, which I had undertaken only to conduct my 
family into France : 1 committed the care of my flock 


into the hands of my vicar, My intention in reality 
was ſome time or other to reſume this dear charge, 
and to return into Ireland as ſoon as my preſence 
ſhould ceaſe to be neceſſary to my brothers and ſiſter. 
But heaven provided for me another lot, which it 


held concealed from me under the undiſcoverable veils 


of futurity. -I was going to commence a courſe of 
life the moſt ſtrange in the world, and of which 
there had not been ſeen an example in a man of m 
character and profeſſion, and to find myſelf as it were 
conftrained to follow by a chain of adventures ſo 
extraordinary, that they well deſerve the pains which 
I have taken in writing them, in order to render 
_ more profitable for the inſtruction of the pub- 
ic. | 

George ſpared no pains in finding readily a favour- 
able opportunity of ſelling the x of our aaceſ- 
tors. In a country leſs deſolate thau Ireland it would 


have been poſſible to have raiſed enough to have aſſured 
us of. an honourable ſupport in whatever part of 


Europe we had choſen our ſanctuary; but all things 
at that time bore ſuch a vile price through our miſera- 
ble province, that it was difficult to make three thou- 
land piſtoles ef what could not be worth leſs then; ten 
thouſand, We could not in like manuer get rid of 
ſome country concerns which were in the neigh- 
bourhood of Coleraine ; inſomuch that being. under 
a neeeſſity of abandonin 


of my flock, He took the charge of them, with the 
liberty of turning them to the beit account for his 
own profit, and without other condition than to deli. 


B 2 ver 


them intirely, I could fiad 
no other expedient but to commit them to the truſt, of 
the ſame ecclefiaftic to whom I had confided the care 
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ver them up faithfully to thoſe who ſhould re- demand 
them by an authority from us. 9 90 
Our departure was not long deferred. My bro- 
thers agreed with Mr. de Peſes to take the ad- 
vantage of his veſſel for our paſſage; and he wor- 
thily promiſed that in our favour he would land us at 
Dieppe, from whence the journey is but ſhort and eaſy 
to Paris. We happily reached this port. Mr. de 
Peſſes came on ſhore with us out of complaiſance, 
and his company procured us an adventure ſo advan- 
tageous, that we drew from it the moſt happy omens 
for the remainder of our enterprize. Paſſing the 
evening with us in the inn where we took up our 
lodging, he eſpied a French merchant of his acquain- 
tance, with his wife, whom he alſo knew, and ſome 
children with them. He ſaluted them kindly, but 
the conſtraint and uneaſineſs which he remarked in 
them, made him think that they were not well pleaſ- 
ed to be taken notice of, He had a penetrating 
jadgment, and as he knew them to be proteſtants, and 
that nothing was at that time ſo common, as to ſee 
great numbers paſs over into our iſlands for the ſake 
of profeſſing their religion, of which the exerciſe was 
forbidden in France by the king's edicts, he did not 
doubt a moment, but that they were of the number 
of thoſe fugitives, and that the fear of being arreſt- 
ed was the cauſe of the trouble which he obſerved 
in them. He, who was very far from doing them 
any ill offices, on the contrary made haſte to deliver 
them from their ſuſpicions, in aſſuring them, that he 
ſaw into the truth of their deſigns, but, that far 
ſrom oppoling the motions of their conſciences, he 
admired the zeal that made them prefer their religi- 
Gn to their fortune, This diſcourſe reviving their 
confidence, they made no ſcruple of ſupping with us; 
we havity firſt prayed them not to Jet any word drop 
in the inn, that might betray them. At ſupper we ad- 
mired the ſantaſticalueſs of this rencounter, and made 
divers reflections upon the conduct of heaven, which 
fonetimes permitted error and truth to have a near 
reſemblance in their effects. Each of us turned this 
* 5 r 
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thought to his advantage ; but what cauſed our juſt 
admiration was this. 'The merchant abandoned his 
country for the ſake of enjoying in our's what we 
came in queſt of to. his ; for if religion was not the 14 
ſole motive of our journey to France, it was at leaſt 1 
the principal one; ſince without that it was poſſi- | 

t 
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ble for us to think of eftabliſhing in England. Our 


views were then in effect the ſame; yet our princi- 


ples being nevertheleſs ſo oppoſite, that the one 1 

eould not be true without ſuppoſing the falſity of the H 

other, we were obliged to acknowledge, that in ma- iy 
the king one of the greateſt ſacrifices that men can make 16 4 
| Our BY 0 2 either one or the other of us took a ſtep 'H 
1ain- both falſe and unprofitable. | 11 
ſome After ſome fervent aſpirations that theſe thoughts MN 1 
but W made us mutually offer for the converſion of each 39h 
d in ¶ other, Mr. de Peſſes took occaſion to aſk the mer- 1 
leaſ- W chant if he had addreſs or good fortune enough 1 [ 
ung to ſecure all his ſubſtance in a place of ſafety. [ || 
and He anſwered, that the principal part of it confiſting 1 
o ſee ¶ in goods of export and ready money, he had the 917 
fake ¶ precaution to ſend them to London before his depar- 8 
- Was ture from Paris; but that the fear of betraying him- BE 1” 
d not {elf by ſome indiſcretion had prevented him from Ft 
mber diſpoſing of a handſome country-houſe at a ſmall 1 
rreſt- ¶ diſtance from town, and which without doubt would | | 
erved © fall into the power of his friends, when they ſhould A 
them be aſſured of his eſcape. Heaven, cried Mr. de Peſſes, 17 1 
eliver addreſſing himſelf to the merchant and me, heaven | 11 
at he has inſpired me with a thought, which may turn 1 
at far ¶ to extreme advantage for you both. You have left, 1 
3, he ſays he, ſome lands in Ireland, and Mr. —— has Al. 
eligt- left an eſtate near Paris; ſince you are both re- IJ. 
their I ſolved to change countries, why ſhould ye not make ® 
h us; Wan exchange of eſtates ; which will at leaſt anſwer #1 
drop ¶ this end, to ſave ſomething for both-of you from ſhip- | f 
e ad- ¶ vreek, and will prevent rangers from profiting by Wo: 
made ¶ your ſpoils? I ſec no difficulty, added he; for you =. 
which N vill not over-reach one another upon the inequa- 
| near Hüty of lots, let it go on which fide it will, ſince bd 
1. this ¶ you are already determined to loſe all; and I dare 1 
ought F B 3 warrant | 
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warrant you, that from the motives which conduct 
each of you in your views, one will without trouble 
obtain in France, and the other, in England, to be put in 
poſſeſſion of the eſtate of each other: Do you two 
procure only a deed of ſale or donation, which 
may ſerve for a foundation to your pretenſions, and 
a little favour and protection will do the reſt. 

The merchant did not heſitate a moment, as ſoon 
as he was aſſured by Mr de Peſſes, that I had in 
reality left an eſtate in Ireland; nor I, having re- 
ceived from him the ſame aſſurances. We conſider- 
ed no further than to execute two deeds in the or- 
dinary form, and we parted equally ſatisfied on e- 
very ſide- I have not forgot the name of this ho- 


neſt man, to whom our family is ſo much indebt- 


ed for the firſt fruits of its eſtabliſhment in France. 
He was. called Mr de Lezan. The acknowledge- 
ments we thought we owed him, and which were 
net diminiſhed by what he owed us, obliged us to lay 


eight days at Dieppe to favour his departure. 


I was exceedingly ſurpriſed, when we were prepa- 
ring to take leave of this' town, to hear Mr de 
Peſſes ſay, that he defigned to accompany us 28 far as 
Paris, and that truſting to the {kill of his lieutenant, 
he had committed to him the care of his ſhip, du- 
ring the reſt of the voyage. I gave but a flight op- 
poſition to this offer, ſuch as one uſually gives to an 
exceflive civility, which one is not diſpleaſed to rep, 
ccive. - Having made a long abode at Paris, he hag; 
it in his power to do us conſiderable. ſervices a 
our arrival, and, upon the whole, to facilitate the 
means of drawing ſome- profit from the deed: of 


Mr de Lezan. But this zeal to oblige us made me 


n my eyes upon a thing, of which tilt then 1 
had — 21 leaf fabpicion, bir de Peſſes was» be- 
come ſenſible of the merit of my fifter, and could 
not reſolve to part with her; ſo that what I thought 
an action of politeneſs, was in reality no ' other 
than an effect of love. This diſcovery did not give 
me any diſturbance; on the contrary, hoping that the 
wit and beauty of Roſe might ſerve to 3 

=_—_ | 62 6 er 


* 


her ir 
flatter 
good 
de Pe! 
well. n 
that h 
equal 
condit 
upon 
very u 
ſiſter, 
his aff 
it as v 
did, ai 
had re 
that tl 
tage b 
we had 
where 
great 
of his 
rouſſy 
ſurance 
ceive n 
mily, 3 
conſide 
nourahb] 
comme! 
letters 
firſt ra 
eſtates, 
veſting 
urthera 
themiſe] 
We 
and wh 
buſineſs 
Was ne. 
povert 
land. * 
produce 


The Dean of CoLtnatne. 33 


her in France to ſome advantageous ſettlement, I 
flattered myſelf, that without going further, her 
good fortune preſented to her in the perſon of Mr 
de Peſſes all that ſhe could deſire. He was young and 
well-made, and his expences gave me room to judge 
that he was rich; and though he was not of a birth 
equal to ours, yet the ſituation of our affairs, and the 
condition of ſtrangers, ought to make us leſs delicate 
upon ſuch an inequality. I looked therefore with a 
very undiſturbed eye on his aſſtduities about my 
filter, aud on the marks that he continually gave her of 
his affection. My two brothers, who took notice of 
it as well as I, looked upon it in the ſame light as IL 
did, and when they put me in mind of what they 
had remarked, we all three agreed in the conceit 
that the addreſſes of Mr de Peles was an advan- 
tage both for her and for us. The opinion which 
we had conceived of him was augmented at Rouen, 
where he brought us into the acquaintance of a 
great many creditable people, who were the friends 
of his father or his own, and from whom we dexte- 
rouſly drew all the teſtimonieg that could give us af- 
ſurances of his. wealth; and though we could re- 
ceive no ſatis faction as to the nobility of bis fa- 
mily, yet at leaſt we had ſufficient evidence of what 
conſideration it was in his country, and of the ho- 
nourable rank it held there in the gown, and in 
commerce. We obtained beſides, at Rouen, ſome 
letters of recommendation to many perſons of the 
firſt rank, acquainting them with the exchange of 
eſtates, which I had made with Mr de Lezan, re- 
veſting them, in favour of it, to give us all the 
uftherance and credit they had at court, either by 
theniſelves or their friends, * 
We arrived at Paris in a feaſon of great plenty, 
and when laxury and pleaſure ſeemed to be the 
buſineſs of people of all conditions. This fight 
was new to us, who hitherto had ſeen nothing but 
poverty and miſery in the deſolate villages of Ire- 
land. I remarked a ſenſible effe&' that this change 
produced in my brothers and ſiſter. Before we en- 
mee”? : B 4 tered 
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tered into any thoughts of ſerious. buſineſs, we em- 
ployed ſome days in recovering ourſelves from the 
fatigues of our journey. But I was the only one 
of our company, who profited by this repoſe. My 
brothers ſpent their mornings and evenings in run- 
ning about the town, in making acquaintances, 
and being introduced into all the places to which 
they could obtain acceſss My lifter paſſed whole 
days at her window, with an eager curioſity of 
ſeeing and obſerving every thing, and appeared as 
if ſhe had been enchanted with the magnificence of 
dreſs and equipage preſenting themſelves to her eyes, 
In the evenings, when ſupper time drew us together, 
I was obliged to endure the eternal ſtories of George, 
who. gave us relations of what he had ſeen ; as 
well as the accounts of Roſe, who was no leſs charm- 
ed with all the objects which had given her em- 
ployment at her poſt. The taſte or rather the paſ- 
fion, which they had for the world, declared. itſelf 
even in their eountenances and tone of their ſpeech, 
I had not the leaſt doubt but that their imaginations 
were faithful interpreters to them in their ſleep, 
and repreſented even in more lively colours thoſe 
pleaſures. which they had admired in the day. Pa- 
trick on the other hand became melaucholy and 
thoughtful. With pain he opened bis mouth to 
pronounce a few werds: He ſeemed to muſe on e- 
yery thing extraordinary, and was not able to de- 
termine whether his reverie proceeded from melancho- 
ly or joy. 5 \# 
| Whatever manner I had to explain Patrick's ſen- 
timents, I could nevertheleſs draw better omens from 
them than from the exceſſive wandering of the other two. 
Mr. de Peſſes had taken a lodging different from ours; 
and his firk attention upon our arrival was, to inform 
himſelf in what condition Mr. de Lezan bad left 
his affairs at his departure. He found them ſuch 
as we had underſtood them from himſelf. As ſoon 
as his friends were aſſured of his eſcape, they without 
ſcruple entered into poſſeſſion of all that belonged 


io him, and the country houſe was by no means 
| | forgotten. 
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forgotten. Although we ought to have apprehend- $ 


ed ſome difficulties in making our eſtate turn to 
account, yet the zeal and induſtry of Mr. de Peſſes 
in the end removed all obſtacles. He gave me no 
other trouble in the conduct of this affair, than in 
paying ſome viſits to the chancellor, the firſt pre- 
ſident, and the archbiſhop of Paris. "The protee- 
tion of theſe three lords, which he had the cre- 
dit to procure for us, ſhortened the proceſs, and in 
fine, put us into the peaccable pofſeſſion of the e- 
ſtate of Mr. de Lezan. We returned thanks to pro- 
vidence for ſo eafily obtaining this little retreat, 
which at firſt ſight appeared to be exceedingly a- 
greeable. It is three quarters of a league from Pa- 
ris, and in a fituation ſo charming, that it may well 
paſs for a ſeat of pleaſure. | 4 
After having rendered us this important ſervice, 
Mr. de Peſſes, who had no room to doubt of our 
acknowledgments, and had many reaſons to be aſ- 
ſured of our eſtcem, ſought an opportunity to open 
to me his affection for my ſiſter. He was utterly 
ignorant that I had penetrated into them. His com- 
pliment was ſhort and without affectation, but pro- 
nounced ina very timorous tone: I anſwered him 
out of hand with an air favourable enough to remove 
his diffidence ; that he had demanded nothing which 
I was not well diſpoſed to grant, that his gene- 
reſity and his zeal for the intereſt of our family 
merited this juſt return, that I thought myſelf e- 
ven very happy, that he had thrown in our way 
an opportunity of acquitting ourſelves to the fatis- 
faction of his heart by the moſt tender inſtances ; 
in fine, that if he had ſuch love for my ſiſter as to 
deſire to make her his ſpouſe, I ſhould not only 


with a good grace join their hands, but if he had 
not as yet brought her to a difpolition of confentes 


mg to their marriage, I promiſed to employ all my 
pains to make her conformable to his deſires. The 
Joy that he diſcovered at this anſwer, gave me room 
to underflaud for the firſt time ſomething which J 
never before was ſeuſible - by experience; but which 
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an infinite number of other, examples too weli con- 
firmed in the ſequel: I would ſay, that the tran- 
ſports in which I ſaw Mr de Peſſes, who was natu- 
rally diſcreet and circumſpe& in all his actions, taught 
me that love js not only a violent paſſion, but that 
it poſſeſſes the imagination with as ſovereign a 
ſway as it does the heart, and, extending its tyranny 
over the body and ſoul, it diſturbs all at once both 
the blood and reaſon. 
This tender-hearted young man threw himſelf at 
my knees, embracing them with a motion filled with 
paſſion, and not being able to find words expreſſive 
enough, he remained for ſome. time in ſilence more 
eloquent than any words. Coming at length to him- 
ſelf he gave me the moſt lively thanks, and the leaſt 
thing he offered me was the diſpoſal of his life and 
fortune. I was till now quite a ſtranger from 
imagining he could be ſo amorous ; but what be 
added enlarged yet more the idea of his paſſion, ' As, 
ſays he, there is nothing in the- world ſo amiable as 
Madam Roſe, it is alſo impoſſible but ſhe muſt 
always inſpire an exceſs of love. What IT am go- 
ing to tell you is a ſecret I have concealed from you 
till now, and which ſhe herſelf knows but in part; 
for it is not indeed credible that ſhe ſhould behave 
with ſuch cruelty to me, if ſhe had been acquainted 
with all my tenderneſs. He then told me that his 
paſſion had its birth in Ireland ; that there he had 
the boldneſs to declare his love to her; that far 
from being repulſed, he had found in the beginning 
indulgence enough to gire him abundance of hope 
for the time to eome, and that he had continued to 
Batter himſelf during his journey from Coleraine to 
Paris, but that by a change of which he was igno- 
" rant of the cauſe, and which threw him 1ato de- 
ſpair, he found himſelf ſo far removed from any 
hopes, that he durſt not accoſt my lifter but with 
trembling ; tbat inſtead of that ſweetneſs and favour, 
of which ſhe did not refuſe to give him ſome ſlight 
marks, ſhe now treated him rather with ſcorn and 
diſdain, Which pierced his heart; that it was te 
. ; TCAazvaA 
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reaſon that gave riſe to the thought of opening 
himſelf to me, in order to gain more aſſurance from 
my approbation, if he could be ſo happy as to obtain 
it; that the fear with which he opened his mouth to 
unboſom himſelf could not be equalled but by the joy 
he felt at my anſwer; that the eſteem and amity, 
of which I had been ſo good to aſſure him, was to 
him the moſt ſweet conſolation; but that if I would 
permit him to expect any teſtimonies of my friend- 
ſhip, it ſhould be to re-eitabliſh him in the heart of 
Roſe, which would do him the only ſervice of which 
he could be ſenſible, : ET 
I liſtened with great attention to a diſcourſe, of which, 
all the terms were entirely new to me. I could not help 
adding to my former anſwer a confirmation of what I 
had before promiſed. I am of an age, ſays I to the me- 
lancholy Mr de Peſſes, and of a profeſſion, which gives 
me but ſmall permiſſion of entering into the ſecrets of 
your little chagrins of love, Nevertheleſs, the detail 
which you have given me ſerves to redouble my defires 
of obliging you; and I will talk this day to my ſiſter 
in a ſenſe the moſt conformable to your inclinations. 
In ſhort, I went to look for her without delay, and 
found her in her chamber bufied in decking herſelf 
out, and receiving the advice of George, who in- 
formed her of the neweſt fathions, aud aſſiſted her in 
following them. I aſked them, what was the deſign 
of ſuch a ſtudied dreſs? George anſwered, that he had 
propoſcd to his ſiſter to take a walk, and that as 
they were at Paris it was no way, proper ſhe ſhould 
appear abroad dreſſed like a country laſs of Ireland. 
Having no reaſon to take this anſwer in an evil 
part, I contented myſelf in giving them a ſhort mo- 


ral upon the ſuperfluity of ſome parts of our dreſs, 
and upon the childiſhneſs of the modes. 


It is true, 
ſaid I, it would be ridiculous in France to avoid fol- 
lowing the faſhions; but I know that in Frauce itſelf 
it has raiſed the compaſſion of ſome perſons of good 
ſenſe to ſee them followed with tos much-affeftation.- 
Mind this rule, added I, which I found in an excel- 
lent French author, © reaſonable women reveive the 
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“ modes, and add nothing to them; they are not the 
„ firſt to take them up, nor the laſt to lay them 
„ down.” They could not but approve of my re- 
flection; but neither one nor the other of them were 
in a diſpoſition to take and follow it. 

I changed the diſcourſe, to acquaint Roſe with 
the motive that drew me to her chamber. I diſ- 
covered to her plainly the deſign of Mr. de Peſſes, 
and his ſentiments for her. 5 added, that in the 
circumitances of our fortune I liſtened to his pro- 
polal of taking her to wife as a real advantage; 
and if ſhe * take my advice, I was of opinion 
ſe would accept of his hand without ſcruple. 
George was a witneſs to this diſcourſe, and I did 
not in the leaſt doubt, but, having remarked at 
Dieppe the ſame ſentiments that I had concerning 
this marriage, he would join his inſtances to mine in 
perſuading his ſiſter to conſent to it. Nevertheleſs, 
he immediately anſwered, that he was ſurpriſed to 
ſee me ſo ſoon forget from whom we drew our birth, 
and to propoſe a wine merchant for a ſpouſe to the 
daughter of the Earl of —, For his part, if he 
had any inffuence over his ſiſter, it ſhould be to re- 
main a virgin all her life, rather than conſent to an 
alliance ſo unequal. Roſe anſwered me only in a few 
words; but they were ſuch as demonſtrated the fame 
repugnance to the propoſal. Conſtraint never has any 
power over the heart to lead it. Ii other reſpects, 
whatever ſuperierity, age, and the voluntary regards 
of my brothers and ſiſter had made me aſſume over 
them till now, yet I never treated them with haugh- 
tineſs, nor exacted more from them than friendſhip 
{ now, without ebſerving to Roſe how ill ſatisfied I 
was with her anſwer, I confingd myſelf in repreſent- 
ing to her all the reaſons that had perſuaded meof 
the advantage ſhe would have in receiving this propo- 
fal, and in performing the word I had given Mr. 
de Peſſes. I recommended to her at leaſt to treat with 
a little more kindneſs and- complaiſance a man to 
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ſelf further, ſhe looked at George with an air that ſig - 
nified fomething, but which I could not comprehend. 
They went out together. The night was far ad- 
vanced when they returned to our lodging. Whatever 
inquietude their abſence raiſed in me, yet I had ſo 
good an opinion of their conduct, that I went to 
reſt at my uſual hour, ſo that it was morning before 
I was acquaiated with their return. I was alſo in- 
formed by chance, before they were awake, in what 
buſineſs they had employed the better part of the 
night. Mr. de Peſſes coming to ſee me in the morn- 
ing, did not wait till I had given him an account of 
what I had done the day before in his favour, in 
order to know what opinion he at preſent had of the 
matter. He ſaid to me with: ſorrowful air, that 
no perſon in the world had ſuch cauſe to grieve as 
he had, and that he had not even the leaſt hopes 
from my promiſes and the aſſiſtance of my friendſhip. 
He told me, that a defire of diſpelling ſome part of 
his uneaſineſs having carried him the evening before 
to the comedy, he there ſaw Roſe, but in a dreſs fo 


brilliant, that he could not believe ſhe came there 


without ſome deſign; that preſently the box, in 
which ſhe ſat at firſt alone with her brother, was 
filled by degrees with young Lords, who ſoon joined 
in converſation with her; that there came up one to 
her of a more advanced age, to whom the reſt gave 
place in all appearance out of deference, and that 
he did nut ceaſe one moment from giving her tokens 


of a lively admiration of her charms; that upon in- 


quiry he was informed that this perſon was the Duke 
of and was aſſured alſo that of all the nobles of 
the court of France, he was the moſt paſſionately 
amorous, aud one who leaſt regarded honour or de- 
corum in obtaining his ſatisfaftion: That after the 
play was ovef this Lord had, as it appeared to him, 
offered his coach to Roſe : that he was certain ſie 
was in it with the Duke and my brother; that he had 
the curioſity to follow, and ſaw them alight at the 
hotel of — —, where the Prince of that name gave a 


great ſupper, which was to be followed by a ball; 


that 
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that love or rather jealouſy had obliged him to 
maſque himſelf, in order to obtain admittance into 
the aſſembly under that diſguiſe; and that during 
part of the night he had ſeen Roſe ſparkle, dance, 
attract the eyes, receive the compliments and flat. 
teries made to her beauty, and to ſhew upon the 
whole a great ſhare of complaiſance and regard for 
the Duke, who was not abſent from her one moment; 
that indeed her brother ſtayed cloſe by her ; but-as to 
himſelf, whoſe eyes this fatal night had opened, he 
was but too ſenſible of an alteration in the inclina. 
tions of Roſe, and had nothing left to hope from her 
affections. 

- The vexation of Mr de Peſſes not only inſpired me 
with great e for his ſufferings, but from 2 
foreſight of thoſe things with which I was threatened, 
I found myſelf ſo difturbed and afflicted, that I alſo 
began to open my eyes upon the difficulties of the 


rt employment I had taken in charge, and of the 


danger I was in of ſeeing my advice deſpiſed by 
aches) and ſiſter. Quarrels and divifions could 
not fail to be the end of theſe proceedings; and as a 
concluſion yet more melancholy, I foreſaw, that they 
were running into libertiniſm, were about loſing tight 
of the reaſens that brought us to France, of forgetting 
that they could not in any other manner procurg a 
ſolid - eſtabliſhment, than by their prudence and good 
conduct; poſſibly to ſquander extravagantly the little 
fortune we had brought with us, and of obliging me 
in the end to abanden them and return to Coleraine, 
This was rather a deep penetration into what might 
happen, than that I had ſufficient grounds in reality 
to carry my foteſight and fears already ſo far; but if 
one conſiders as I did then, that after I had engaged to 
take this voyage to France, without any. other motive 
than an affection for my family, I ought yet to be pa- 
tient, for that I had hitherto found that traRableneſs 
and ſubmiſſion in my brothers and ſiſter, which they 
had promiſed me: It was then indeed no way * 
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that I ſhould be piqued to the quick at the change 
of their manners, and ſhould put ſo bad a meaning 
on the firſt appearances of irregularity in their con- 
duct. I then took a reſolution on the ſpot, to ſpeak 
plainly to them, and to declare roundly that they 
ſhould not at all have any dependence on me, if they 
failed, in, anſwering the ideas which they gave me 
hopes of in Ireland. 


J intreated Mr de Peſſes to withdraw, to leave me- 


at liberty to execute my defign 5 I immediately ſent 
for them all three, and though I bad nothing to ap- 
prehend, on the the account of Patrick deſerving my 
reproaches, yet I thought a lecture of morality would 
not be unprofitable- to him. They came to me, and 
I prayed them, in an obliging tone, to hearken with 
attention to the important matters I had to lay before 
them. I began by putting them in mind in what 
diſpoſitions they were when they made me the firſt 
propoſal of their voYage to France. You then, ſaid 
I, had the power of perſuading me, that your views 
were to reconcile the duties of your religion with 
thoſe of your birth; that is to ſay, to find out a 
country, where you might hope to fit yourſelves for 
any preferment without being- obliged to quit the 
faith of your anceſtors, for the ſake of attaining 
the favours of fortune; I confeſs that ſuch a motive 
might with juſtice make you wiſh to abandon your 


country. As to me, you know what was my end in 
this adventure; nothing but a tenderneſs for you, 


and a regard to the promiſes made to a dying father. 
I was calm and undi{turbed at Colcraine; ambition did 
not incite me to any thing that did not ſquare with 
the duties of my conſcience; my fortune was beund- 
ed within my own deſires. Notwithſtanding, I made 


no difficulty to abandon my employmenc (the only 


one perhaps agrecable to my 1achnations) to become 
the head and guide of your enterprizes. This is the 
title you have forced me to agcept, but you cannot 
forget under what conditions I ſubmitted to conſent. 
The firſt was, that you ſhould purſue all the paths 
ES agreeable 
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agreeable to honour and religion, that ſhould lead you 
to ſome eſtabliſhment: The ſecond, that you ſhould 
take nothing in hand without communicating your de- 
ſigns to me, and without having taken my advice. II 
T0 had been faithful in obſerving theſe two promiſes, 

ſhould have kept cloſe to all mine, and have ex- 
pected that heaven would have given a bleſſing to all 
our enterprizes. But if you are already ſuch as I am 
aſhamed to reproach you, and that you will doubtleſs 
bluſh to hear what I have to ſay, how do you flatter 
yourſelves that I can approve of your diſorders, and 


maintain the leaſt friendſhip with you? Without gi- 


ving them one moment for recollection, I immediately 
repeated all that I had learned from Mr. de Peſſes, 
and I affected to give an odious turn to circum- 
ſtances even the moſt ſlight and excuſable. A young 
lady, fays I to my ſiſter, who in leſs than fifteen 
days has turned her back to all decency and modeſty, 
who makes advances in giving herfelf up to the ca- 
reſſes and flatteries of men, who all at once enters 
into familiarities with the moſt leud and debauched 
lord at court: A young man, continued I, (addreſ- 
fing myſelf with the ſame warmth to my brother) 
who makes himſelf a miniſter to the evil inclinations 
of his fiſter, who ſets open to himſelf the road to 
debauchery, who runs headlong to his own perdition, 
and who hurries away all his family with him down 
the ſame precipice : What a ſtrange manner of labour- 
ing is this to procure an eſtabliſhment in France by 
the road of honour and for the cauſe of religion ! 
or rather, what a horrible beginning is it to ruin and 
infamy! a " | | 
One fees here that my moſt piercing reproaches 
fell upon Roſe, although George was without doubt 
the moſt culpable. But I did not make this difference 
without a view. The honour of perſons of her ſex 
_ of a more delicate nature than that of men, 
it follows that precautions are more neceſſary to for- 
tify their conduct and reputation. I was well pleaſed 
to have terrified my ſiſter with thofe dreadful images 
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of vice aud infamy, and to have magnified a little her 
imprudence and miſtakes. She was ſo mortified with 
my repreſentations, that ſhe ſhed a torrent of tears, 
whilſt George employed all his wit to give a favour- 
able turn to what had 'paſſed between them. He 
thought, as he told me, according to the project form- 


ed by us in Ireland, to marry Roſe henourably, or to 


place her with ſome lady of diftinAton ; that it was 


proper ſhe ſhould be ſeen in the world, and make. 


ſome acquaintance in it; that he had with this view 
carried her to take a walk, and from thence to the 
play ; that he could not help her being treated civilly 
by many perſons of quality and , honour ; that as to 
what followed, he was ignorant that the Lord menti- 
oned, with whom I had accuſed him to be in a confe- 


deracy, was a debauchee ; that indeed, Monſieur the 


Duke of advancing to Roſe, and being inform- 
ed of the name of our family, had made tenders to 
us of his friendſhip and ſervice, and propoſed to in- 
troduce us at the hotel de — which without doubt 
is a houſe one may go into without any ſhame; that 
they had been received there with diſtindtion; and 


that having it before in their thoughts to make ac - 


quaintance among people'of rank and quality, it was 
a happineſs for them to have found the opportunity 
ſo ealily ; that he applauded himſelf in particular for 
having obtained at ſo little expence the eſteem and 
— of ſuch a Lord as the Duke of ——, that 
he had promiſed to take the intereſts of our family in 


hand, and had. puſhed his goodneſs and complaiſance 
ſo far as to inform himſelf of the detail of our affairs 


and the place of our abode ; in fine, that not ſeeing 


any thing in what had paſſed, which c@pld deſerve 


the name of diſorder, of vice or debauchery, he was 
ſurpriſed at the rigour of my treatment, and at the 
odious appellations with which I had branded his 
conduct. | „ eo | 
If this apology was ſincere, it is certain I could 
not accuſe” him of any thing but imprudence : It is 
poſſible he might have been ignorant of the dnke's 

| * a character, 
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character, and the danger into which ke ran to ex- 


poſe his ſiſter: Theſe thoughts made me a little ſoften 
my expreſſions. I would fain grant, replied I, that 


your intentions were more excuſable, but they do not 
give me the leaſt room to apprehend that you have 
not aGed indifcreetly at the bottom, ſceing thoſe 
things that might here be made ſuitable to your in- 
tereſts, have been entirely contrary to the honour of 
Roſe, with whatever prudence ſhe might have conduct- 
ed herſelf: What opinion ean the world have of a 
young lady, who in the firſt ſtep ſhe has made has 
choſe for her guide a young lord, made odious by 
his vices, who has been preſented with his hand, 
been ſeen with him in his coach, and familiarly paſſed 
a whole night in his converſation ? I muſt take no- 
tice, added I, caſting my eyes on Roſe, that whether 
it be with injuſtice or reaſon, the world always form 
their judgments from the firſt ſtep taken ; poſſibly 2 
mortal wound is already given to your reputatios. 
Are you ignorant that ſuch a loſs can never be re- 

aired?” Befades, if you ever ſo little reflect on the pre- 
E ſituation of our fortune, you may well judge 
that the work of our eſtabliſn ment is not likely to 
take its riſe from a play or a ball; if theſe frivolous 
occupations are ſometimes pardonabie, they cannot 
be ſo till after you have aifcharged all other duties ; 
and the moſt important of your obligations it to diſ- 

ſe yourſelves to attain the favours of heaven by a- 
well-regulated conduct, which may gain you the e- 
ſteem and protection of people of virtue. ö 

I did not inſiſt upon this detail otherwiſe than to 
juſtify my gyn conduct, and to ſhew that there was 
nothing uneaſonable in my complaints, nor too much 
rigour in my counſels ; nevertheleſs, I was not ſucceſs- 
ful in inſpiring my brother with a reliſh of them. 
He was ſtiff in his opinion, that I ought not at all to 
condemn him of having profited by ſuch a favourable 
opportunity, in raiſing to himſelf friends and protec- 
tors; and as to what regards the honour of Roſe, he 
maintained with the ſame obſtinacy that ſhe had not 
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given the leaſt ground for ſuſpicion or detraction, 
ſeeing ſhe was in his company, and had comported 
herſelf with a reſervedneſs and circumſpeRion beco- 
mifig her ſex. 

We parted, not well ſatisfied with each other. Roſe 
made me ſome apologies in quitting my chamber, 
and I had at leaſt the pleaſure to believe that ſhe re- 
ceived my advice with more docility than her brother 
what had paſſed did not give me the leaft ſuſpicion at 
the bottom, either that any thing was intended con- 
trary to the duties, or that he was leſs jealous than I 
of the honour of his ſiſter ; but I remarked with ſome 
trouble, that our ideas were widely different upon 
this head; he did not place the honour of a woman 
in any other thing than an exterior prudence of con- 
duct and behaviour, and was nothing in awe of the 
cenſure of men; he thought the reputation of his 
fiter ſafe, when it was to outward appearances con- 


cealed. As to my particular, who looked upon 


thiogs with another eye, I relied but little upon 
theſe virtues that did not derive their ſources from a 
more remate original; and being thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the character of Roſe, I had reaſon to fear 
that her heart was capable of being ſoftened; from 
whence it would happen, ſooner or latter, that not- 
withſtanding her reſolution to ſave appearances, ſhe 
would betray herſelf by ſame. weakneſs, or at leaſt 
mult be under infinite difficulties to maintain the com · 
bat in her defence. In reality, I could not form ta 


myſelf any imagination ſo frightful, as the condition 


of an amiable woman, when her heart being by love 


reduced to a ſtate of weakneſs, ſhe at the ſame time 


perceives the neceflity of thoſe. laws which compel 
her to lay her pafſions under reſtraiut. What ſtate 
can be more terrible than to be obliged iaceſſantly to 
do violence to one's ſelf, and to conceal] from the eyes 
of others that poiſon which ſhe delights to nouriſh in 
her own heart? 1.5" 1811920 
In order to aſſure the repoſe and virtue of Roſe 
for ever, I could then have wiſhed that ſhe had not 
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began to have ſeen the world but by degrees. Her 
intereſt not havin had leſs ſhare than that of her 
brothers, in the Yeſolution J had taken of quitting 
Ireland; I then had time either to fortify her 
heart, or at leaſt to arm her with diffidence and 
recaution. But after our arrival at Paris, George 
ad aſſumed an aſcendant over her, which made me 
fear that I ſhauld find her leſs tractable, and though 
he was capable by his vigilance, and counſels, to 
make her a. woman of aikin&ion according to the 
notions of the world, he was not at all a 
proper guide to conduct her ga, the th: of vir- 
tue. * 
Notwithſtanding ſome little reſentment whieh po. 
fibly might have remained among us, yet we did not 
fail at dinner time to ſhew to cach other the uſual 
tokens of our affection. According to cuſtom J 
retired to my chamber, to paſs alohe ſome part of 
the afternoon. I remained there an bour or two, 
when I heard the rattling of a coach, which ftop- 
ed at the pate of our lodying, and the voices of 
many perſons who inquired where my fiſter was. 
I put my head out of the window, and ſaw a 
83 alight magnificently dreſſed, who was 
ewn into the houſe. I did not doubt one mo- 
ment, but it was the duke of ———2-, A viſit fo 
little foreſeen threw me into a great ſurpriſe, and 
I had a difficulty to perſuade myſelf at firſt, that 
2 girl of the age of Roſe could be ſo bold as to 
receive it. I waited however till George ſhould find 
fome expedient to diſſipate my uneaſineſs; and that 
he immediately appearing to receiv. the duke, ſhould 
civilly make his ſiſter's excuſes to him. All that I 
expected did not happen. It was indeed George that 


received the duke; but Roſe did not wait to be 
importuned to make her appearance, and her bro- 
ther had not the leaſt thought of diſſuading ber. The 
converſation laſted above an hour, which appeared 
to me to be more than four days. 1 ſpent all that 
? cham- 
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47 
der, which I encompaſſed backwards and forwards an i | 
hundred times, without knowing whether I was {3 


ſtanding or ſitting : The inquietude, the chagrin, the i 
impatience, and a hundred other agitations which ; 
ook me, made this one the moſt inſupportable hour \ 
of my whole life. | 
At length the departure of the duke delivered = 
me from this mortal conſtraint. I never knew how v8 
to diſſemble: Whether it was chriſtian charity, ten- 1 
derneſs for my ſiſter, or zeal for the honour of my. is 
family, that moved me, I haſtened down from m | ; 
chamber with eager ſteps, and obſerving much leſs 1 
precaution than 7 had done the firſt time, I loaded | 
my brother with reproaches, as piercing as my fears, 
and as urgent as the danger. I made no ſcruple' in 
the leaſt of declaring to him, that if I had taken the | 
proceedings of the former day in the moſt favourable 1 
ſenſe, it was no longer poſſible te be blind to what 4 
paſſed under my own eyes; that this viſit of the ; 
duke of ———- appeared to be concerted ; that un- 
der whatever pretexts one ſhould endeavour to colour | 1 
it, it was manifeſt that a perſon of that rank would 1 
not ſo much debaſe himſelf to come to ſee a young 
ſtranger without wealth, and unknown yet in Paris, | 
if he had not been incited by motives more powerful F 
than civility : and, to explain myſelf roundly, if he | 
had not views conformable to his vicious inclinations : 1 
That I had the ſhame to penetrate deeper into this | A 
myſtery of infamy, but let the price of it be what it | |] 
would, or whatever expedient ſhould be neceflary for- 1 
me to employ, I would aſſuredly hinder Roſe from 4 
departing from her duty, and would prevent him 
from melciog his ſiſter ſerve him as a victim to his 
ambition. * 


? 

He heard me with great patience, and afterwards. _ = 
appearing to be very much afflicd at the jealouſy I 1 
had ſhewn of the honour of his views, he intreated , þ 
me to do him more juſtice, and not to believe that | 11 
the reputation of his ſiſter was leſs dear to him 1 0 
than to me. He even agreed that the viſit of the 7 
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duke had with reaſon given me diſpleaſure ; and he 
proteſted: that, far from contrihuting the leaſt in the 
. world to it, he had taken infallible meaſures to 
33 its being renewed for the time to come. 

ut after giving me this fort of ſatisfaction, with 
which I began to be contented, I was extremely ſur. 
— to find him change his tone and ſtyle. My 
brother, ſays he, with an air of prudence, which 
he knew how to affect better than any mas 
living, will you permit me at preſent to open to 
you plainly my thoughts? I have a thouſand res- 
ſons that bind me to that reſpect and friendſhip 
which I pay you; and I ſhall diſcharge theſe two 
duties all my life. But I do got know whether ! 
can promiſe you the ſame docility in other points, 
I have refleted on the reproaches with which you 
were pleaſed to overwhelm me this morning, and 
the more I examine myſelf, the leſs I find I have 
deſerved them. We do not at all conſider things 
in the ſame point of view: You are a church. 
man, a venerable divine; and I confeſs, if my <- 
ſter and I were deſtined to the ſame ſtate, we could 
not do better than to conduct ourſelves by your 
maxime, But our birth and inclinations have de- 
voted us to the world, and this vocation demands a 
conduct intirely different. Do you believe me ca- 
Pable, with the few talents which you know I hare, 
to diſtinguiſh for the preſent what is ſuitable to my 
honour and fortune? | am of an age, contiaued 
he, in which I have not even one moment to loſe, 
if I would arrive to any thing in the world. My 
fiſter ought alſo to think of ſctting herſelf forward, 
or renounce all thoſe advantages ſhe might hope to 
draw from her youth and beauty. Do you diſtruſt 
her chaſtity? This is to have a very evil opinion ct 
her. As to me, whom without doubt it concerns as 
much as you, to be ſcuſible of the honour of our 
houſe, I repoſe myſelf intirely on her own virtue; 
and if ſhe ſhould happen to be ſo baſe as to diſhonour 
us, I do not fear ſaying in her preſence, that all 
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her heart. Place your confidence therefore, adde 


my tenderneſs ſhould not ſtop me from piercing 


he, both upon her and 7 me, and do not op- 
poſe yourſelf to the ſuece 

demning the only means that can bring them to = 
good iſſue. Fl 


s of our affairs, in con- 


This diſcourſe, which without doubt George had 
meditated at leiſure, and for which he expected ap- 
plauſe at the cloſe of it, ſerved for no other pur - 
poſe than to excite my compaſſion. I made haſte to 
erw him his weakneſs, in giving him to under- 
ſtand, that he reaſoned from a falſe principle; that 
the great difference he put between an eccleſiaſtical 
ſtate, and that of a man of the world, was in effect 
nothing, fince they were but two different ways of 


Hints. fulfilling the ſame duties; that a man df the world 
u YO zad a man of the church were two chriſtians, of 
ys whom the one was not leſs obliged than the other 
Ne to the hatred of vice, and the practice of virtue 
inge wat in truth their exterior occupations did not 
=my bear any reſemblance to each other; but that with- 
7 ent being the ſame, they ought to govern them- 
could WI felves by the ſame principle, which is the neceſſity 
YO Hof pleaſing God, and of ſaving their ſouls : In one 
e de- word, that there is no condition of life wherein we 
ands à¶ are not obliged to eſchew the occafions of fin, and 
© © Weonſequently that the obſervations of my maxims 
hare, were as neceſſary for his ſiſter and him, as for me. 
0 T5 If it be poſſible, added I, that having received a 
hou chriſtian education, ypu ſhould not be Cafible of the 
. N. truth of what I have ſaid, judge what diſſervice you 
4 will do your ſiſter in conducting her without pre- 
war's N eautions into the middle of dangers. She may periſh 
( N 4 in them, and her diſaſters ſhall be your handy-work. 
L * You ſay, you will pierce her heart, if ſhe forgets, 
on Aer duty. Strange remedy! do not you fee, that 
7 Wit ſuppoſes her ruin already conſummated, and that 
„r our the queſtion only is to find out one that may pre- 
irtue; rent it? Do not precipitate any thing; it is the 
22 only favour I requeſt of you. Give your ſiſter time 
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to obſerve the precipices that ſurround her; ſhe 
ſhall not tumble down them however, without hay. 
ing ſeaſonable information, that ſhe might have a- 
voided them ; do not go in queſt of opportunity, 
but leave them to ſtart of themſelves. This is one of 
the requiſites for a man of the world. I know it 
well; but religion diminiſhes the danger, when it 
ſufficiently provides, that we ſhould not expoſe our. 
ſelves to it but with regret ; it is always the moſt 
dangerous, when we run into it voluntarily. 

This converſation, which continued a long time, 


and in which I attacked the miſerable principles of 


George with the more powerful arms of chriſtiani. 
ty, made no impreſſion on his mind; and he pave 
me to underſtand by all his anſwers, that he thought 
himſelf fuperior to my little fears; that his re- 
ligion was honour ; between which two, if he put 
any difference, it was not at all for the advantage of 
religion, ſeeing it was by his falſe ideas of honour 
that he explained the law and duties of religion, 


Upon our parting, we found our ſentiments had fo 


little conformity, that he treated my arguments az 
monaſtick ſcruples ; and having threatened to quit 
them and return to Coleraine, he anſwered me cold- 
ly, that he had no defign at all to oppoſe my de- 
ure. | 

I endured (without complaiving) ſo cruel a token 
of the cooling of his affeQtions. He went away the 
ſame evening to Saint Germain en Laye, where we 
had ſome days before agreed that he ſhould pay 2 
viſit to Mr Mahony, Mic Dillon, and ſome other 


1 who were kinſmen er friends to our 


ouſe. I was informed after his departure, that he 
had held a long converſation with his ſiſter in pri- 
vate, and that A had given order to two domeſtics, 
who ſerved us, to watch the next day at the gate cf 
our lodgings, to receive the duke of ———, if he 
took the fancy to come again; and to acquaint him 
civilly that Roſe was gore with him to Saint Germain. 
This precaution gave me ſome pleaſure, and left me 
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ſhe 


in a better ſlate of tranquillity. I did not fail to 
hay- 


Jay bold of the opportunity of his abſence to repeat 


e a- Iny cxhortations to my ſiſter. She liſtened to me 
nity, Nvith great ſweetneſs and ſubmiſſion. Having per- 
ne of ¶ ceived, the day following, that ſome women attended 
w it her with ſeveral forts of cloaths and head -dreſſes, I 


en it 
our. 
moſt 


took occaſion to aſk her, in what uſe ſhe intended 
to employ ſo many idle trifles. I thought this queſ- 
tion embarraſſed her. Nevertheleſs, as ſhe had a 
heart incapable of diſguiſe, ſhe told me, after a ſu- 


time, perficial preamble, in which ſhe alledged George's 
es of {pleaſure for an excuſe, that ſhe was engaged to go 
tlani- Whiith him to a ball, to be given two or three days af- 
gave ter at the houſe of the duke of —, and that to 
»wpht prepare herfelf with ſome decency, ſhe was providing 


s re- Wproper drefles for it. The loſs (as I took it) of one 
e put f our family gave me leſs affliction than this new 
ge of MWnisfortune. I placed before her eyes, with more ar - 
onour Hour than ever all that ſhe had to fear from thoſe 
g10n, Hlaugerous aſſemblies at the age ſhe then was, with ſo 
jad fo ittle knowledge of the world, and the ſnares which 
its 2; rere going to be ſet for her innocence. I con- 
> quit {ured her to be ſenſible of the welfare of her ſoul; to 
cold · Wake ſome time at leaſt to prepare for her paſſage from 
ty de- life, ſuch as ſhe had hitherto led, to that in which 
ie was willing unhappily to engage herſelf; not to 
token Heap over in one moment all bounds, to the hazard of 
y the peing abandoned by heaven, whofe aſſiſtance ſhe had 
re we peglected to implore, and who plainly would not give 
pay 1er leave to take ſuch unwarrantable and raſh ſteps. 
other n fine, if my prayers and inſtances were not ſufficient, 
o our Wl declared that I would add to them my orders; and 
hat he What by the right which my profeſſion, my age, 
in pri- ad my quality of ſeniority gave me, I commanded 


peſt ics, Wer abſolutely to renounce this dancing party, and 
gate p ot to flir out of the lodging without my permiſ- 
„if he lion, ? 

u him Whatever pain I endured in finding myſelf necefſi- 
r main. Wated to employ ſo harſh a remedy, yet I thought it 
left me ¶adiſpenſable, and I did not ia the leaſt doubt but it 


« Frould produce the effect I propoſed to myſelf. This 


Vor. I. C thought 


«© tle himſelf in another place with her, and to obſerve 
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thought caſed my inquietude, and I imagined it left 


even Roſe in a better ſtate of tranquillity ; therefore WM © c 
not doubting but that this little ſacrifice wonld not SEL) 
colt her heart much trouble, I thought it would be * 
a cruelty to "fatigue her further with my morale: geg: 
George arrived from Saint Germain two days after, uſh 
I received him without affectation; and pretending 55 "a 
not to think farther of what had paſſed, I entertained U 
him with nothing but what related to his journey, and ger 

left to Roſe the care of informing him of what chan-W that 
ges had happened in his abſence. They did not wait m * 
long to meet in private, having taken up the cuſtom to f 
of doing ſo for ſome time; for Patrick had not en- them 


| tered for a long time into their ſchemes. Aitera and 


diſcourſe of ſome moments, George went to his lil. 
ter's chamber, and a little after out of our lodgings, Wha 
He returned about an hour after in a hackney coach, ,1 -_ 
and having alighted, did not ſtay in the houle longer ande 
than was neceflary to pack up his and his filters geld 
cloaths, with half the money which we had brought MW 
out of Ireland, and accompanied by Roſe, whom 
he led by the hand, he went into the coach with, , 
her, and they inſtantly drove off from our quar- 


- 


—_ | woulc 
He left a note for me at the gate, which was 


brought to me unſealed. It contained but three lines, Es 
« Irritated, ſaid he, by the tyranny with which I tomb: 
© had treated him and his filter, he had choſe to ſet- 


« a {tri juſtice, had made an equal diviion of out irt n. 
„money, of which he bad left a moity for Patrickſp aut 
« and for me.” to 2 

I returned to my chamber to read it, and waited go 
till ſupper time with impatience to be informed of the 4 5 
particular manner in which George had taken the mene 
prohibition I had laid on Roſe. As nothing was 1» ot 
remote from my thoughts as a treachery ef this ns- me to 
ture, my jealouſy had not been applied to that quar-W ter * 
ter: Inſomuch that my ſurpriſe, my grief, and my 1 


confuſion being more extreme at the reading of * them, 
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fatal billet, I lifted up my eyes and hands to heaven. 
O God, cried 1, is this a reward for the tenderneſs 
which 1 always bore them! Ingrates! Have they 
then reſerved this recompence for all my cares and af- 
ſection.? I found myſelf ſo moved, that the tears 
guſhed from my eyes, and I was for ſome moments 
incapable of forming any reſolution. 

When I was a little recovered from this firſt diſor- 
der, I thought I had not two choices to make, but 
that without further conſideration Iſhould return im- 
mediately to Coleraine, What motive could there be 
to ſtay me at Paris? They have a mind to deftroy 
themſelves, ſays I : They have ſhook off the yoke ; 
and if they have had nothing but ſcorn for the holy 
maxims with which TI have laboured to inſpire them, 
What way remains for me to take to reclaim them to 
their duty? No, I will return into Ireland, I will go 


and devote myſelf to the welfare of my flock. That 
field is not too vait for my zeal, and my pains there 


will not be repaid with ingratitude and perfidy, I 
confirmed myſelf the more in this reſolution from 
the knowledge I had of the ſweet and pliant tem- 
per of Patrick, and did not in the leaſt doubt but he 
would freely conſent to cloſe with me in returning to 
our country. I hoped at leaſt to preſerve one branch 
of my unfortunate family, and not to appear at the 
tombs of my fathers without offering to them ſome 
pure remains of their blood. | * 

For ſo long a time as I continued agitated by theſe 
firſt motions, I could not but applaud my Gdeliga of 
quitting France; and I communicated my reſolutions 
to Patrick, who did not ſhew any averſion to the 
propoſal I made him of accompanying me. But when 
my blood began to cool, I Jooked on things with a 
quite different eye. I recalled to my mind all the rea- 
ſons which had appeared powerful enough to determine 
me to leave Coleraine, and follow my brothers and ſiſ- 
terinto France, Were theſe reaſons changed by their 
il conduct? Or rather was not this a new addition to 
them, that made my _ reſolutions more ſtrong ? - 
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I had thought the obligations of nature more ſacred 
than thoſe of my employment, if I had been torn 
away for ſome time from the cares of my flock, by 
the ſole view of {ſteering my brothers towards ſome 
honourable and profitable end, and to inſtruct them in 
keeping wide of the high-road too open to vice; in 
fine, if I had regarded them as the moſt dear of my 
neighbours, even in conſidering them with the eyes 
of faith, and according to the rules and precepts of 
the goſpel, Ought I to renounce theſe ſentiments at a 
time that I ſaw them on the brink of ruin? And ſhould 
not the danger to which they were expoſed prove 
more capable than ever to warm my zeal ? They 
ſtood on a precipice, And ſhould my charity to others 
ſuffer me to ſee them periſh? What then were my 
views at the time I made ſo many efforts to prevent 
their falling ? 

I found myſelf intirely changed after theſe reflec- 
tions; all my tenderneſs for my brother and lifter 
returned to awaken my zeal. I perceived at the 
ſame time ſpringing up in my heart ſo lively an an- 
guiſh for the interetts of their ſouls, that I could not 
take one moment's repoſe all night ; my blood boiled 
in my veins, and nothing was ſo tedious to me as my 
bed. I found by experience, that zeal is in reality 
a devouring fire, and eſpecially when it is joined to a 
natural tenderneſs for one's relations ; and that the 
heart always feels the impreſſion of theſe two cauſes, 
Far then from thinking any more of abandoning them, 
I reſolved to renew my ardour for inſpiring them 
with a taſte of virtue; to go in queſt of them, into 
whatſoever place they had retired to; to endure their 
coldneſs, their repulſes, even their flights and 1nju- 
ries, rather than renounce the hopes of giving them 
a reliſh for my advice ; in fine, I reſolved to make 
their ſafety the perpetual obje of my vigilance and 
cares; and if I ſhould not be ſo happy as to ſnatch 
them out of the arms of vice, at leaſt I ſhould pre- 
vent their ſurrendering themſelves up to it without 


remorſe, 
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I employed myſelf in nothing more than the means 
ef executing this reſolution. 
on the difficulties of my enterpriſe, I conceived that 
after the ſtep that George had taken, and above all 
with ſuch confidence as he had in his own under- 
ſtanding, I could not well hope to win him over ſud- 
denly by the force of my reaſons. He was more- 
over of an age which could give me no pretence of 
obliging him to regulate his conduct by the counſels 
of anogher, nor make him look upon any defereace 
that I expected from him as a duty. Nevertheleſs, the 
danger of his ſiſter was preſſing; for I had figured 
to myſelf already, that having the liberty of follow- 
ing her inclinations, ſhe had every moment need of 
the extraordinary ſuccour of heaven, to prevent her 
making a bad uſe of it. This thought ſtarted in 
me a very bold reſolution, which was to run away 
with my liſter from George, and oblige her to come 
under the yoke in ſpight of herſelf; yet I propoſed to 
treat her with ſo much ſweetneſs and complaiſance, 
that ſhe ſhould have no reaſon to complain of my con- 


duct. As it was impoſſible to execute this project 


without help, I opened myſelf vo Patrick and Mr 
de Peſſes, who was mortally grieved at her flight, and 
waited himfelf away with vexation and love. I had no 
trouble in bringing them both to enter into my views. 
They immediately undertook to diſcover the place 
which George had choſe for his refidence, and I went 


about taking the neceſſary meafures for executing our 


purpoſe, againſt the time they ſhould come to that 
knowledge. | 

This was no very eafy enterprize in a city of ſuch 
extent as Paris. They employed themſelves for ſome 
days with great but unſucceſsful zeal. At length by 
mere chance, Patrick fell upon the track of his bro- 
ther. He accoſted him civilly, and the other affected 
ſome ſurpriſe in ſeeing him til] at Paris. How, ſays 
he, after the forwardneſs the dean ſhewed to return to 


Coleraine, and from the great affection which I knew 


you had for him, Could I believe that you two could 
C5 paatt 
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part ? Patrick anſwered plainly that we ſhould have 
been ſorry to have left Paris without knowing at leait 
what was become of him and Roſe. How ! Are you 


ignorant of that? replied he in the ſame tone; know 


then, that I have got a comiſſion of captain of foot, 
and that I am obliged for it to the duke of 
who employed his intereſt with the miniſter in my 
favour. As to Roſe, added he, ſhe as yet has had no 
change in her condition; but I hope opportunities 
will ſoon offer in her favour, and that we have made 


—ů— 


the beſt choice. Then attempting to gain over Pa- 


trick by the views of his own intereſt, he repreſented 
to him, that he was in the wrong not to follow his 
example, and to flatter himſelf that fortune would go 


in ſearch of him under my gown, and of herſelf offcr 
him her favours; that indeed my intentions were 


commendable, and that he had not the leaſt doubt of 
my zeal and friendſhip ; but that having all my life 
pored my eyes upon books, he looked upon me a 
the moſt improper perſon that could be thought of to 
regulate their conduct and eſtabliſhment in the world; 
that his view nevertheleſs, in taking the ſtep he had 
done, was not to break with us entirely, nor to aban- 
don us with the little*means he had left behind him 
that his fortune taking a very happy courſe, and 
not apprehending but his ſucceſs would daily increaſe, 
he propoſed, as ſoon as his affairs would permit it, to 
offer us his houſe, and to ſhare with us the fruits of 
his good luck and induſtry; that in the mean time, 
if Patrick had the leaſt regard to his own good, 
he would ſometimes dome and take his advice, from 

whence he would draw more profit than from mine. 
If I had been a witneſs to this enſnaring -conver- 
ſation, I ſhould have had ſtrong apprehenſions that it 
would have made too great an impreſſion on the prin- 
ciples of Patrick. But thanks to the excellence ot 
his character, it did not in the leaſt change his fenti- 
ments. He contented himſelf with making many ac- 
knowledgments for the kind offers of his brother, and 
fearing to give him ſome miſtruſt, ſhould he be too cu: 
: rious 


rious 
in the 
took 
not t. 
enter 
ot 1 
95 wl 
fill m 
tune 
mean! 
to be 
ing fr 
take 
ceed. 
idea 
Frenc 
ſear | 
thing 
rage 
the p- 
ouſly 
Mr d 
Patri. 


ſinery 
ſcript] 
That 
them 

lighte 
ſame 


have 
leait 
you 
Now 
foot, 
| my 
id no 
nities 
made 
Pa. 
>nted 
w his 
Id go 
offer 
were 
bt of 
y life 
me as 
of to 
orld; 
» had 
aban- 
him; 
and 
reaſe, 
it, to 
its of 
time, 
good, 
from 
ne. 
»n vers 
hat it 
prin- 
ice of 
ſenu- 
ay ac- 
r, and 
YO cu. 
rious 


The Dean of Col EkRAI NEF. 57 


rious inquiring after his abode, he parted with him 
in the ſame place where they met. Nevertheleſs, he 
took care to follow him with his eyes, being reſolved 
not to let him go out of view till he had ſeen him 
enter his lodging, and not to return to us till he had 

ot information of what he ſought after. T he report 
of what he had diſcovered of George could not fail to 
fill me with joy. If I was pleaſed to hear that for- 
tune had already done ſomething in his favour, the 
means, by which ſhe had effected it, appeared to me 
to be ſuſpicious, and I had ſome anxiety in conceiv- 
ing from whence this ardour of the duke of ——, to 
take in hand the intereſts of a ſtranger, ſhould pro- 
ceed. It was not but that I had the moſt high 
idea of the vaſt politeneſs and generolity of the 
Freach Lords, but I could have wiſhed to have had no 
ſear of attributing ſuch unexpected favours to any 
thing elſe than this cauſe, Nevertheleſs, I rook cou- 
rage from knowing that Patrick was acquainted wit h 
the place where Roſe lived, and I began to thiok ſeri- 
ouſly of the means to deceive the vigilance of George, 
Mr de Peſſes left us as ſoon as he heard the account 
Patrick gave, under pretence of going to obſerve the 
fituation of my ſiſter's lodgings, and to ſee if nothing 
might offer to ſerve us in our deſigns, but at the hot- 
tom to ſatisfy his impatience of approaching and ſee- 
ing her. He returned towards the evening, at the 
time that I was eagerly meditating on the part I had 
to take. 

He had got a ſight of Roſe, and his joy in haviag 
ſeen her continued yet to ſparkle in his eyes. He 
told us, that having paſt ſome time in the neigh- 
bourhood of the houſe, he had ſeen her go abroad 
with her brother, and that he was dazzled with her 
finery and beauty. He would have made us a de- 
ſcription of them, which J prayed him to ſhorten. 
That having ſeen them get into a coach, he followed 
them to get information of their deſign. They a- 
lighted at the Hotel de Carnavallet, which lay in tlie 
fame quarter; and inquiring of the coachman, he was 

C4 told, 


58 The Dean of CoLERAIXE. 


told, that a number of perſons of quality were to 
ſup there, and that afterwards there was to be a great 
ball, te which maſquers were to be admitted upon 
giving in their names at the gate. I admired at the 
. blindneſs of George, who ſeemed to take pleaſure in 
adminiſtring poiſon to his ſiſter, and in chuſing by 
deſign opportunities the moſt dangerous to her inno- 
cence, What could he have thought of more fatal, 
if he had hated her, than to ſearch out expedients 
for her deſtruction? But while I was lamenting his 
conduct, heaven inſpired me with the deſire of 
puniſhing him, in taking away Roſe, even out of 
the midſt of her pleaſures. The project, the 
means, all preſented themſelves to my mind 1a the 
ſame moment. I was but little acquainted with the 
cuſtoms of balls; but I imagined that an afſembly 
ſo numerous could not be conducted without ſome 
confuſion, eſpecially when they began to admit the 
maſquers. I perſuaded Patrick and Mr de Peſſes to 
maſque themſelves and go to the ball. Write a note, 
ſays I to Patrick, to be delivered to your ſiſter, when 
you come to the gate of the hotel, to pray her to 
have you introduced. If ſhe comes to receive you 
herſelf, that will anſwer my views. But as it is to be 
feared, that ſhe will ſend another to receive you, let 
Mr de Peſſes wait at the gate, and when you are intro- 
duced yourſelf, intreat your filter in private to leave 
the room for a moment to do the ſame ſervice for Mr 
de Peſſes, who you may make her believe is abſolutely 
refuſed entrance. I ſhall be myſelf at the gate, in a 
coach, and 1 will take upon me the conduct of all 
the reſt. If ſhe adviſes-you to addreſs yourſelf to 
- your brother, you may ſay to her, that you would 
willingly leave him in ignorance that you are ſo near 
him, and that you expect this piece of ſervice from 
herſelf. . 

For the better underſtanding this waggiſh enter- 
prize, into which I had engaged too lightly, if I had 
-not belived that the end of it was of importance, 


I ought to-acquaint the reader, that the Romiſh ec- 
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cleſiaſtics not having a liberty in Ireland, no. more 
than in England, to wear the habit peculiar to their 
function, 1 was ſtill dreſſed as they are upon com- 
mon occaſions, that is to ſay, in a ſhort coat with- 
out any thing to diſtinguiſh me from a lay- man. I 
had waited to put on a new canonical garb, when our 
affairs ſhould be placed in ſuch a certain fituation as 
net to leave me room to doubt of our eftabliſhment 
m France, I would then, without any injury to de- 
corum, appear at midnight at the hotel de Carnaval- 
let. As to the hope of carrying off Roſe with ſo 
few meaſures and precautions, it was founded only on 


my knowledge of her character, and her diſpoſition. 


to pay me reſpet. I was convinced that ſhe woulck 
not give me the trouble of uſing violence, when ſhe. 
heard my voice, and received an abſolute command 
to follow me. So that I was perfectly eaſy about the 
ſucceſs of my deſign. 

In reality, it IE as happily as I had hoped. 
The crowd and confuſion was not ſo great at the 
ball as I had expected; but I obſerved: Goa this was 
an advantage to our enterpriſe ; becauſe poſſibly fear 
might have prevented Roſe from leaving the room. 
A piſtole to the porter obtained me an entrance into 
the court. Roſe appeared with Patrick at the door 
of the apartment, and while ſhe was giving orders 
to ſome domeſtics to make room for Mr de Pefles; 
I preſented myſelf to her with an air the leaſt apt 
to throw her into a fright. I took hold of her hands. 
with a great deal of ſweetneſs, and preſſing them ten - 
derly, my dear ſiſter, ſays I, be not alarmed at ſee- 
ing me, I ſhall trouble you but one moment. I am 
not come here to give you any vexation, or offer 
you any violence; you are free, you are miſtreſs of 
fourſelf. But if the fear of God has yet touched 
your heart, if the remembrance of your father, the 
honour of your family, and your own ſentiments, have 
yet any power over you, give me the ſatisfation of 
ſeeing you this day return to your duty. See your 
brother Patrick, who conjures you to the ſame thing. 
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come: Your flight hath given us a mortal grief; 
there is nothing but your return can comfort us. I 
was ſilent, after having pronounced theſe words with 
much eagerneſs. She took ſome moments to / an- 
ſwer. In the end, opening her mouth with a deep 
ſigh, O heaven! ſays ſhe, to what will you foree 
me ! I anſwered quickly, to nothing, my dear Roſe. 
It is on yourſelf alone, that your honour, your vir- 
tue, your repoſe muſt at this time depend. Come, 
ſays I, come my dear Roſe, III fall at your knees 
to conjure you, if my prayers and my tears are not 
enough to touch your heart. She raiſed ſome ob- 


\ 


jections upon the diſquiet into which we were going 


I aſſured her I would take the 


to throw her brother. 


' Pains of providing for every thing. Half conſenting and 


half irreſolute, J led her towards the gate, and with- 
out loſing a moment, we all four got into the coach 
in waiting for us, and I ordered it to drive towards 
St. Anthony's gate, and to ſet us down at Saiſons. 
This was the name of the country houſe that I 


| Purchaſed from Mr de Lezan. 


I applanded myſelf extremely on my good for- 
tune and ſucceſs, and during our little journey, I 
confidered Roſe (whom I had happily ſtolen away, 
and was now carrying off in triumph) like a vic- 
tim gorgeouſly adorned, as a ſacrifice to her virtue, 
As to her, an air of thoughtfulneſs and a few ſighs 
that ſtole from her heart againſt her will, made me 
Judge plainly enough, that ſhe did not follow me with- 
out regret. Mr de Peſſes endeavouring to make her 
a little more chearful, by addrefling her with ſome 
diſcourſes of gallantry and flattery, ſhe gave him 
no little grief by her harfh anſwers and frappiſh be- 
J pretended not to have perceived it, be. 
ing ſuſficiently ſatisfied with the fubmiffion ſhe had 
ſhewed me, and I did not doubt but a little quiet 
would reſtore her former ſweetneſs. The next morn- 


. ing I wrote a few lines to George, to prevent his being 


alarmed. The purport of my letter was not at all 
1aſulting, but apprifing him that his ſiſter had vo- 
luntarily returned to her duty. I exhorted him to 
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reap ſome advantage by his age and experienes, fo as 
not altogether to ſwerve from his own. © My deſign, 
« (ſays I to him) has not hitherto been to conſtrain 
« your inclinations, nor to force you by violence to 
&« follow my counſels ; it is a friend, who would make 
© himſelf uſeful to your happineſs ; it is a brother, 
« who makes his. own interefts yours; it is a father, 
« and a ſpiritual paſtor, who has nothing more dear 


« nor more precious than you; for all theſe titles. 


« give me a claim to your reſpect. Why then do you 
„ rebel againſt my tenderneſs, and fly me as your 
„enemy? Why then did you take from me your 
& ſiſter, over whom you have not as yet any rights 
&© ſo great as I am capable of making title to? thoſe 
* rights which I have received from nature, by the 
order of my birth, and thoſe which our common 
“ father caſt upon me in his dying moments, I fear 
© to remind you of thoſe circumſtances,. which have 


© cauſed you much diſgrace. Remember only, that 


it is not much more than one year, ſince death 
© robbed us of this good father; and aſk yourſelf, 
* how you could ſo ſoon loſe the reverence that you 
&« eternally owed to his memory.” I added, that if 
my letter and his own reflections ſhould revive in 


him the deſire of living well with me, he might be. 


aſſured of fiading me little ſenſible of what had paſſed, 
and that he ſhould be received at Saiſons with the 
friendſhip that I owed him, and which nothing ſhould 
be able to make me ſorget. I complimented him 
alſo upon the favours which he had lately received 
at court, and exhorted him to conduct himſelf under 
them in ſuch a courſe, as may render a man of ho- 
nour content with his fortune. 


He ſent me an anſwer out of hand. His reſent- 


ment, though diſguiſed, made him diſcover it in every 
word; he lamented Roſe, for being condemned to that 
kind of life, to which I had now Jed her; that I 
intended, in all appearance, to marry her to a wine 
merchant, or ſome peaſant; that theſe things were 
far removed from the intentions of his father, to 
which I ſet up a title with ſo much application, 


and 
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and as diſtant from the views which we ought to have 
propoſed to ourſelves in coming to France, But he 
ceaſed-pretending any intereſt in his filter, ſince [ 
had aſſured him in ſuch ſtrong terms, that he had no 
right over her; and for the lot to which I had de. 
ſtined her, he confeſſed that ſhe was much better in 
my hands than his. As to the propoſal of living 
well with me, if I intended thereby, living without 
hatE and reſentment, he proteſted to me, that he was 
fincerely diſpoſed to-it ; but if I ſpoke of beginning 
again to live with me under the ſame roof, he could 
by no means ſee the neceſſity of it, nor even that it 
would be of any advantage for him or me. More- 
over, he wiſhed me all manner of 'proſperity, and 
ſhould remain with his uſual affection, &c. 

As I did not at all expect, that he could be inſenſi- 
ble to the ſort of affront I had done him, I reſolved to 
give his anger time to calm, and to reſt myſelf, as to 
our reconciliation, upon the goodneſs of his nature, 
Two days after he ſent me, by the hands of a notary, 
half the ſum which he had carried away when he left 
us.; with a note, in which he prayed me to receive 
it in the name of Roſe, to whom it appertained, and 
to acknowledge by an inſtrument, that it was paid 
to me. I conſented to his requeſt, and charged the 
notary to tell him from his filter, from Patrick, and 
from me, that to purchaſe the pleaſure of ſeeing him 
again, and of living in a good underſtanding with 
him, we would willingly ſacrifice not only this ſum, 
but all the money that was in our bands. 


/ 


BOOK 


nough, 
a little 
Mr de 
this yo 
a retur! 
to deſp 
empting 
not giv 
ſhewn 1 
from th 
for app 
Roſe, v 
tlement 
her rep1 
lity. of | 
neverth« 
circumf 
upon a 
diminiſh 
preciſe]: 
could h 
happy. 


The Denn of Col ERAIRNx r. 3 


ive 

he 

3+ 

no -+ i : 

* n 

ing 55 

Out 

Vas = ; 

ng HE pains I was at in improving our ha- 

uld bitation, and the ſhare of it I committed 

tit to Roſe, by conſulting her on every particular 

re. that might pleaſe her, diſſipated in a ſhort time 

nd her chagrin for quitting Paris. She did - her- 
ſelf at leaſt a good deal of violence in diſgui- 

* ſing it; and a recovery ſo prompt and ready 

0 


ought to have given me ſome ſuſpicion: But I 
to affected to believe her ſincere, being ſatisfied e- 
re. rough, to ſee that ſhe was capable of aſſumin 
TY» WH a little power over herſelf. Her indifference for 
left Mr de Peſſes increaſed every day; and I adviſed 
this young man to moderate his paſſion, and to wait 
and a return Kom time, of which he had no reaſon yet 
aid to deſpair. It is true, that with the deſire of ex- 
empting my ſiſter from leſſer troubles, that I might 
and BY not give her room to repent the deference ſhe had 
um Bo ſhewn me, Mr de Peſſes had entered into new views 
th from the advice I had given him. The reaſon I had 
im, for approving his love having been the intereſt of 
Roſe, whereof I believed I could not ſecure her a ſet- 
tlement too ſoon, I found myſelf a little cooled by 
her repugnance. I could not but own that inequa- 
lity of birth was a juſt objection. It appeared to me, 
nevertheleſs, that that defect was balanced by the 
circumſtances of our fortune; but even that ſtood 
upon a ſuppoſition that inclination ſhould help to 
diminiſh the difficulty; for people do not marry 
preciſely for riches, and for no other end, and 1 


n wiſhed above all things to ſee my ſiſter 
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Theſe refleQions at firſt ſight ſerved to revive ny 
reſentments againſt George, whom I accuſed fy 
cauſing my ſiſter to loſe the reliſh which ſhe former 
had for Mr de Peſſes. She was accuſtomed to ſes 
him; her propenſion towards him would have gained 
ſtrength, and ſhe would have been brought of her. 


ſelf to receive his tenders. Neverthelcſs,: | conſidere 


alſo, tlrat he had not hitherto made any great pro- 


greſs in her heart, fince an abſence of a few day; 
had ruined his pretenſions. A young man flatters him. 
ſelf from the ſmalleſt appearances, and interprets every 


thing in his own favour. A young lady of the age d 


Roſe, who has no precaution, becauſe ſhe wants expe. 
rience, ſometimes gives advantages over herſelf, without 

nowing it. Her frankneſs does not give her room to 
think of conſequences, and ſelf- love in men figure 
to themſelves every ſucceſs they can deſire. In fine, 
although Mr de Peſſes entertained me every day with 
His love and ſufferings, I reſolved to limit my good 
offices to the ſingle act of conſoling his grief. 

His paſſion became ſo violent, that being ſeize! 
with a dangerous fit of ſickneſs, I thought it could 
not be attributed to any other cauſe. We ſpared nei- 
ther pains nor coſt to re-eſtabliſh his health, and even 
Roſe appeared to intereſt herſelf in it with a zl 


that ſurpriſed me. This gave me room to conclude, 


that ſome change had been wrought in her heart, 
and 1 could not conceal my fatisfaftion. She an- 
ſwered me with great openneſs, that the ſole motive 
of her care was gratitude and acknowledgment. I 
eſteem him, ſays ſhe, I am convinced he loves me, 
and I think what -I do for him is a debt. This 
anſwer ſeemed to me to carry ſo little appearance 
of probability, that I rook up a quite different idea 
of her ſentiments. But ſhe confirmed them ſome 
days after in a manner that cured all my ſuſpicions. 
Mr de Peſſes had intreated me the firſt days of 


his ſickneſs to ſignify his ſituation to his parents, 


and I haſtened to ſatisfy him. Although I ſufficientij 


| weighed the terms of my letter, ſo as not to give 


them any falſe alarm, yet a juſt uneaſineſs for the 
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ealth of an only ſun made his father immediately 
et out, and he arrived at Saiſons. He was a venerable 
old man, and his appearance at firſt fight declared 
ll thoſe good qualities which he had communicated 
o his ſon. I left them together, and their conver- 
ation laſted about an hour. In the end, having 
rayed me to come to them, the father urged me 
a the moſt tender terms to ſave the life of his ſon, 
n granting him what he Joved more than him- 
ſelf, He told me, that he knew with what vaſt 
eſpect and diſtance it became him to demand 
this favour in behalf of a young man, -who was 
ſo very inferior to us in birth, and who had no other 
foundation for hope than his infinite tenderneſs for 
Roſe, and the friendſhip with which we had honoured 
him. But if the gifts of fortune could ſupply other 
wants, he would oblige himſelf to give his ſon the 
value of two. hundred thouſand livres in land and 
money, and to lay out twenty thouſand crowns in 
purchaling an employment for him. I interrupted 
him with aſſurances, - that the inclinations I had for 
his ſon being always the ſame, he might depend upon 
my conſent ; and that I would charge myſelf with 
making theſe new propoſals to my fiſter. I ordered 
her to be called, not in the leaſt doubting upon the 
matter, but that the offer of ſuch a preſent for- 
tune would determine her in his favour out of 
hand. She liſtened attentively to my diſcourſe, but 
far from flattering either father or ſon with the leaſt 
hopes, ſhe proteſted civilly, that ſhe had not yet en- 
tertained any other ſentiments for him than.thoſe of 
gratitude and friendſhip. ' Whatever rigour Mr de 
Peſſes might diſcover in this declaration, yet he had 
luch a ſenſe of her care and diligence about him during 
his ſickneſs, that he recovered againſt all hopes. 

I own, after this proof of the indiflerence of Roſe, 
every point of her conduct became a riddle to me. 
I could not conceive from what motives a perſon of 
her age and conſtitution ſhould ſo obſtinately refuſe 
an amiable young man, of whoſe love ſhe was con- 
nnced, and to whom ſhe did not declare any _ 
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fion : for 'after this new teſtimony of his paſſion 
from the violence of his diſtemper, I found in her 
more complaiſance and reſpe& for him than before; 
and I had taken the good underſtanding between 
them for the proof of a mutual love, if the chagrin 
of Mr de Peſſes had not obliged me to make a different 
judgment. I ſignified as much with aſtonifhment 
to Patrick, who had net yet ſhewed any oppoſition 
to the deſigns of Mr de Peſſes, and who ſeemed to 
be more affectionate than ever to his ſiſter fince our 
reſidence at Saifons. He made me an anſwer ſo 
vague and indeterminate, and with an air of ſo much 
conſtraint, that I might have conceived ſome diſtruſt, 
if I had been lefs acquainted with his character: but 
I believed him to be intirely taken up with his me- 
lancholy, his books, and the perpetual alterations he 
Fas making in the garden and the houſe. I depend- 
ed too. much upon him, and could never imagine that 
a mind and a heart ſo excellent cquld be capable of 

deceiving. ' | 
During the whole courſe of my life nothing has 
contributed ſo much to my errors and difficulties as 
this credulons bias in maintaining too favourable an 
opinion of the virtue of others; ard in thinking, by 
a little ftudy and ſearch into the bottom of a cha- 
racter, to diſcover the natural principles of integrity, 
and the inclinations to good. I had not any com- 
merce with the grand paſſions by experience of my 
own; and without this key one cannot perfeaty enter 
into the knowledge of the heart of man, which con- 
fiſts only in an acquaintance with the effects of the 
paſhons. How. can we conceive with a ſedate heart, 
that it contains impulſes capable of making us forget 
thoſe duties which we love, and which we cannot 
even think of violating without remorſe ? after this 
manner I always repoſed a confidence in the charac- 
ter of another very near as much as in my own; and 
whenever I chanced to become the bubble of theſe 
notions, I loved rather to charge the error to my own 
account, in believing I had deceived "myſelf in the 
Judgment I had made, than to accuſe virtue of in- 
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conſtancy or weakneſs. Theſe are falſe ideas, which 
h luppoſe in men an exceſs of goodneſs or wickedneſs, 
"WY and withal an invariable ſteadfaſtneſs and conſtancy 


— — F ˙·1 A r _ 
4 * 2 — — — 


'F in either, of which human nature is rarely capable. 
© rue example of Patrick has helped more to my inſtrue- 
u non than all my own reaſonings and knowledge, 
T He was ſuch as I have painted him; but among 
er a thouſand excellent qualities he had two, the leaſt 75 
u erceſs of which might change into vices. The 3 
one was, that complaiſance which made him agree- 1 
* able in converſation, but which inceſſantly expoſed j 
l him to be miſled by the counſels and examples of «1 
10 his acquaintance. The other was, a perpetual un- hs: 
b eaſineſs to himſelf, which wanted to be ſettled, and 4 
Wwbich made him lay hold without diſcernment on fs 
go every thing that carried an appearance of promiſing *| 
| 4 his heart that repoſe of which he was in ſearch. +*| 
1 Theſe two enemies of his happineſs aud virtue had 
nat already en aged him in more than one falſe ſtep. 14 
9 ertbelels theſe outward appearances had already 44 
6 impoſed on me. To the ſurpriſe I had remarked to 7 
"> bim, he contented himſelf to anſwer, that not being | 
e guarantee of his ſiſter's inclinations, he was of 
. opinion only that ſhe ought neither to be conſtrained 
h ] Woor importuned; but that after the manner ſhe had 
aa declared herſelf, there was little appearance that ſhe 


could change her ſentiments. He added, that fince 
all our projects of marrying her had thus failed, he 
did not know whether it was agreeable to decency 
to ſuffer Mr de Peſſes to continue ſo long with her. 


1 his advice was inſinuated ſv dexterouſly, that it b 1 
tue nade an impreſſion on me. I agreed that the repu- 1 
arts ation of Roſe demanded ſome caution aud addreſs, 


get r de Peſſes had been near fix months at Saiſons. 
was reſolved to give him warning to remove, with 


this Wil the openneſs and candour of friendſhip ; that i 
"I 0 long an abode with us, when his pretenſions were 1 
= tot likely to terminate in a marriage, might be ſubject | a: 
b 1 

7 


o evil conſtructions; that I was convinced his po- | 
n Witeneſs and reſpet for me would make him ftifle | | 
ie murmurs of his heart. In reality, after ſome 
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complaints of his misfortunes, he confeſſed that myſſWe king 
ſcruples were juſt, and took the reſolution of eoned alf 
tiring to Paris. I could by no means refuſe hinſW=paticace 
the permiſſion he requeſted, of coming often wſſGermain. 
ſee us. Patrick had during this time made mani The fea 
little journeys, ſometimes at my requeſt, and ſome.Wemandiay 
times out of views of his own. I had importunedſÞ did not 
him to go often to St. Germain, and reproached my':liſſÞoy comp! 
for never having been yet there. My intention hadſption, and 


always been to procure ourſelves to be introduced to ain, as | 
king James by ſome of our friends, and 1 had calihc belt of 
my eyes on Mr de Sercine, whom that Prince hop ſpeedil 
noured with his confideace. But I ardently wiſhedWiat I ha 
that George would accompany us, and waited witlÞport of | 
impatience that he ſhould make ſome advances to.Þvhat oug! 


ward a reconciliation. I had given it in charge ti dear ſiſt e: 
Patrick not only to diſpcſe Mr de Sercine to do wſpailons, | 
the ſervice I expected from him, but alfo to bring left home 
about ſome interview with his brother, and to expecting 
preſent to him, of what importance it would be fa In ente 
us to live in a better underſtanding together, and te eries, wi 
| ſue for in concert the king's protection for our f. nd ſome 
mily. As I never recommended any commiſſioni l advance 
with ſo much zeal as I did theſe to him, it ſar-Wnd I he 
priſed me to ſee with what coldneſs he gave me anown. wi 
account of the execution of them; but I attributeFie greate 
his ſupineneſs. to his natural humour, and took theÞclieving 
reſolution of going myſelf to St. Germain, where IH I; v 
Mr de Sercine, and Mr Dillian, for the firſt time! entered. 
They did not receive me like a perſon unknowngÞediately 
George had taken care to give them a picture of myſſpower to 
miſerable figure; they even ſaluted me by my namegſÞor even 
although I was not introduced to either of them butome unz 
under the title of an Iriſh eccleſiaſtic. But if Maris the 
found myfelf nothing but a ſubject for laughter, in the I rem? 
firſt circumſtances of my two viſits, I was heavilyÞuring v 
concerned to find myſelf treated with a coldacihtey wou 


which I did not expet. With much ado, they gotWait I hea 
out ſome compliments of ſervices; all their encrvants 
tertainment turned upon the merit of my ter. I 
brothers, and the marks of his favour whiciſpand. 1] 


thi 
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m he king was pleaſed to give them. They men- 
| re-Mioned alſo the beauty of my ſiſter, and with what 
hinWnpaticace ſhe was expected at the court of St. 
to ermain. 


nany The fear of being turned into a new ridicule, by \ 


ome. emanding the explanation of a diſcourſe, of which 
une did not comprehend one word, made me ſhorten 
yy compliments.” I retired with a good deal of vex- 
hadWtion, and inftead of paſſing eight days at St. Ger- 
ed teÞnain, as I propoſed, I thought of nothing but making 
calWhc bet of my way to Saiſons. It behoved me to clear 
ho-Mup ſpeedily what I had heard. I thought in gener, 
that I had been betrayed by Patrick, and made a 


withMWport of by the ill-judged prudence of George. But 
s to-Wvbat ought I to think of Roſe ? The intereſt of that 
ge ulear filter gave me a mortal alarm. I arrived at 
lo wſſÞaiſons, intirely taken up with my fears. As I had 


pringMWett home but the evening before, they were far from 
o r4expecting my return ſo ſoon, 

e ford In entering the court, I ſaw ſome lackeys in li- 
nd ti reries, with which I was not acquainted, two coaches 
Ir f. ad ſome horſes which the ſervants were ſaddling. 
MondW advanced towards the houſe ; they diſcovered me; 
ſor- end I heard a vaſt clattering and racket in drawin 
ne own windows and ſhutting chamber-doors with 
buteWibe greateſt precipitation. I found ſome difficulty in 
K theſÞoclieving my ears and my eyes. What do they mean? 
I fayWays I ; would they intirely ſhut me out of my houſe ? 
time entered. Not one perſon came to receive me. I im- 
own Wnediately went up to my apartment, without having 
f my{power to clear up what I already thought ſo fatal, 
1ameWoor even to call one of our ſervants. For I came 
n butFſome unattended and on foot, having diſcharged at 
if Paris the St. Germain ſtage- coach. | 
n tha I remained ſome moments in a profound ſilence, 


[dnclWhey would probably conduct themſelves to me. At 
y goal I heard Patrick's voice, who-aſked ſome of the 
r enWrrvants where I was? He then came to my cham- 


ber, I was fitting with my head leaning on my 
band, 1 did not quit this poſture, and without 
cven 


luring which I. was meditating on what manner | 
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even opening my eyes I waited with a great deal o 
affliction for ſomebody to explain f tu me what 
had to hope or fear; for my firſt ſpicions had fal. 
len on George, and I well imagineg that it could be 
no body but he, who came to carry away his liſte 
from me. My filence, and the; tokens I ſhewel 
of a lively affliction, touched the tender-heartel 
Patrick. He continued like one in doubt, whethei hom the 
he ought to open his mouth. I ifted up my eye diſpoſc 
on him; my fir look made him bluſh. In fine, Had witho 
the goodneſs of his temper prevailed over all hi, that I 
projects; he told me ingenuouſly, that he knew theFeoarded 1 
cauſe of my chagrin, and that he was aſhamed tos, but b. 
have deceived me. | * riends an 

And you too, O Patrick ! interrupted I him withMinſelf h: 
a deep ſigh. Alas! what have you then done eas equa 
what reaſon have you to diſtruſt me? He acknow-Miter. Ev: 
ledged he was guilty, and promiſed to make ay ſurpriſ 
confeſſion of all his faults. - But that which preſſes voice di 
hardeſt now, ſays he, that embarraſment in which pon as a 
you found us upon your arrival, and in which [et at nov 
yet remain, is this; my brether is here, and I amKohts of 


ith reſun 
ill we ſhi 
id thinki 
| ed him, 
e had wi 
> one of 
ew temer 
nef as 2 


engaged to favour his delign of carrying Roſe toithout « 
Paris. She has conſented to it; and I fear you willithout h 
not be able to make an oppeſition, without drawing ie interr 
on yourſelf ſome new vexation. I preſſed him to ex · Ne, they 
plain himſelf more at large. He confeſſed to me, Wefore the 
that in the firſt motions of furpriſe and confuſion, ho the lo- 
into which my unexpected return had caſt them, Many with 
George had commanded him with/a fierce air to he had t 
come amd declare to me, that he was reſolved not Which eſtee 
to be twice my dupe, and that if I attempted to de- It was 

tain Roſe, I ſhould oblige him . his inclinati- No make 1 
ons to the commital of ſome violence, What ſide en to 

ſhall I take? ſays he to me; I always thought I hal W:manded 
engaged myſelf imprudently, but I had not power Writhout 


to defend myſelf againſt his inſtances, nor to reli 
ſome promiſes he made me. 

Although I was ſenſible of all the difficulties of 
my lituation, I was fo well fatisfied to ſee Patrick 


return to his duty and my intereſts, that I got” 
| wit 


us broth 
im in pi 
romiſe 1 
Ie, in ri 


— 
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ith reſumed hopes. I put off all other queſtions, 


ll we ſhould be under more quiet circumſtances ; 
ad thinking on nothing but the preſent evil, I 
ked him, i George was alone? He told me that 
e had with him three ladies, and two gentlemen, 
one of whom he intended to marry Roſe. A 
ew temerity this, which raiſed in me as much 
rief as aſtoniſhment. Marry Roſe! cried I, to 
hom then? and by what right does he pretend 
o diſpoſe of her hand without my knowledge, 
nd without my approbation ? He. anſwered quick- 
„ that I ought not to be alarmed ; for as to what 
egarded this marriage, George had taken no ſtep in 
t, but by the advice and approbation of all our 
riends and relations at St Germain; that the king 
imfelf had given his conſent, and that the match 
Was equally honourable and advantageous for our 
now. ier. Every word of ſo ſtrange an account augmented 
ny ſurpriſe and conſternation, But, replies I, with 
voice diſordered by reſentment, am I then looked 
pon as a cypher? Do you in ſuch a point as this 
et at nought my tenderneſs, my character, and the 
ights of my age? Moreover, to marry the girl 


eal e 
hat 
d fal. 
1d be 
ſiſter 
\ewed 
2arted 
ether 


ſe tofeithout conſulting her, without her knowledge, 

| will rithout her ſeeing the hufband deſtined for her L 
wing We interrupted me by an aſſurance, that in relation to 

) EX» 


ne, they had reſolved to inform me of all the amour 


me, Wefore the celebration of the marriage; and that as 
(100, to the lover, he had viſited Roſe ſo often in com- 
cm, any with George ſince our reſidence at Saiſons, that 
r to 


he had time to know him, and to have for him an 
gh eſteem. : 


ati o make me know what a wretched May- game I had 
lide Ween to them ſince our departure from Paris. I 
had Wi-manded no other explanation, and taking my aim 
zwer 


is brother, that I impatiently deſired a word with 
im in private. He agreed to ſatisfy me, under a 
romiſe not to reveal the confidence he had pat in 
ie, in relation to the departure of Roſe; But I 
= was 


wg 


It was impoſſible that this laſt ſtroke ſhould fail 


Fthout deliberation, I prayed Patrick to inform 
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was as much ſurpriſed as at all the reſt, to ſe might n 


him return forrowful to tell me, that George abſolute. ing me 

ly refͤſed to ſee me, unleſs I would promiſe to con. ſpouſe, 7 

fent to the departure of my lifter, and to live in — | 
contra 


friendſhip with him for the time to come. Hes. 
ven! cried I, lifting up my eyes, you are witneſz who had 
on whom the peace depends at this time. But [ that the 
will go myſelf to him, ſince he refuſes to come to Roſe bei 
me. the wor! 

I went down the ſame moment, and notwith- tag us © 
ſtanding the agitation of all my thoughts, I re-. che affec 
ceived lo much ſtrength from heaven, as to aſſume I ls houl 
a caffn and compoſed air. I entered into the a. et mee 
partment, where they expected nothing leſs than to brothers, 
ſee me, after the timorouſneſs they obſerved in ſented t 


my ſeeking to be alone upon my arrival. George “. ſee ! 
appeared to be diſconcerted, Roſe trembled, and all Linch h. 
the ſpectators, who were not ignorant of the ſitua- take her 
tion of affairs, and who had a part or counter. her to P 
plot to act, ſeemed to be under a kind of embarral- vide cloz 
ment. But when I had opened my mouth to unfold oo. 


myſelf with moderation, all the reſolution I had ga- | 
thered abandoned me at the fight of Mr de Ser. ens, 4 


cine, on whom I by chance caſt my eyes. This employ | 
was the ſame gentleman, whom TI had ſeen that ow we 
very morning at St. Germain; our near relation, 16 _ 
an aged man, a courtier, who had the reputation 3 
of having a great ſtock of wiſdom and expericnce. ens, 
I found all of a ſudden, from the complaiſance he into, an 
had ſhewn in accompanying George, the caule of FFECULE | 
his cold reception of me, and | confefs that his pre- MW 5 me. 
ſence, and my calling this to mind, had at once ving ” 
froze my blood. He perceived that my confuſion rl. 5 
had tied my tongue, and taking up the diſcourſe tary 2 
himſelf, he intreated me not to take offence, that A * 
his zeal for our houſe, and his friendſhip for my wy le 
brothers and ſiſter, had made him enter into ſome e 
meaſures, which were indeed taken without my 5 Pager 
participation, but that they ought not to' alarm my ae 
wiſdom and piety; that of all the perſons I fav oY 


in my houſe, there was not one from whom [ 
might 


of Roſe 
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might not expect all ſorts of opportunities of do- 
ing me friendſhip and ſervice; that that was his 
ſpouſe, and theſe his two daughters, with my lord 
Linch, a young gentleman of great hopes, who had 
contracted a ſtrict friendſhip with my brothers, and 
who had yet ſentiments more tender for my ſiſter; 
that the retreat to which I had confined Patrick and 
Roſe being an unpromiſing way to advance them in 
the world, and the ſtate of our affairs not permit- 
ting us to make a better choice, he came here with all 


the affection of a relation and a friend to offer them 


his houſe and his credit at court; that Roſe ſhould 
not meet with a leſs agreeable reception than my 
brothers, who already had the honogr of being pre- 
ſented to the king; that this prince wiſhed ardently 


to ſee Roſe, from the deſcription which my lord. 


Linch had given him of her: in fine, that he came to 
take her, with his wife and daughters, to conduct 
her to Paris, where ſhe ſhould paſs ſome daysto pro- 
vide cloaths, and from thence to St. Germain, where 


ſhe was expected: As to myſelf, if I perſiſted in my 


inclination for ſolitude, I might reſide quietly at Sai- 
lons, and that all the friends of our family would 
employ their intereſts to obtain me a benefice or ſome 
other proviſion of a churchman. 

Having had time to recolle& myſelf during this 
diſcourſe, I conceived that my complaints, my ob- 
jections, and my ſcruples, would be little hearkened 
unto, and that they would not wait for my conſent ta 
execute the project they had formed without conſult- 
ing me. The indifference ſhewed me, in ſo coldly ad- 
viſing me to reſide where I was, gave me a little con- 
cern. It was not to the careſſes of men, or the fa- 
yours of fortune, that my ſoul was ſenſible; it was 
to the hard-heartedneſs of George, whoſe fond conceit 
bore heavy upon all my cares, and turned me into 
ndicule for my tenderneſs and zeal: For I clearly 
diſcovered, from the conduct and diſcourſe of Mr de 
dercine, the opinion which they had given him of me. 
| was yet touched more to the quick at the blindneſs 
of Roſe and Patrick, who delivered themſelves up — 

b raſhly 
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raſhly to their firſt expectations, aud at the ingrati. 
tude with which they were determined to cauſe me 
the moſt mortal grief that I could poſſibly ſuffer, 
Notwithſtanding, in ſpight of the troubles into which 
theſe bitter reffections caſt me, I formed upon the 
ſpot the only two reſolutions which remained for me 
to take under theſe ſorrowful circumſtances; the one 
was, to ſpare them even my reproaches, fince they 
had hitherto been unprofitable, and which could ſerve 
for no other purpoſe but to render them more blame. 
able; the other was, to return with all ſpeed to Ire- 
land, and to think no more of being uſeful to them 
otherwiſe than by my vows and prayers. They had 
of themſelves found counſels, protection, ſuccour, 
and eſtabliſhments, if one could believe the flatterics 
of their ſelf-love; they had no more to expect from 
me, and moreover it appeared plainly enough that they 
were willing to receive no more of my advice, 
I ſhall not affirm that reſentment and vexation 
did not enter into the compoſition of that interual 
oath I had taken of quitting France; but I am con- 
fident at leaſt that rea ſon and religion found nothing 
to condemn in it. On the contrary, they both with 
equal force perſuaded me to that journey; and when 
I found my mind more free, and my blood leſs in 
motion, I gave thanks to heaven for having per- 
mitted me, who had been engaged in powerful bonds 
to a party, to ſurmount the weakneſs of blood, and 
the motions of an exceſſive tenderneſs. 
I had then power to make this calm anſwer to Mr 
de Sercine; that the intereſts of my brothers and 
filter were very ſafely placed in bis hands; and though 
I had a right to expect to be treated with a little more 
regard and confidence, I had nevertheleſs the conſo- 
lation to ſee my family, highly honoured in the King's 
protection and his. I ſaid no more; and this civib 
anſwer, which was leſs expected than ſome ſtrokes of 
moral chagrin, revived a tranquillity and joy in all 
the aſſembly; it helped to moderate and cool the for- 
mer heats, I then did the honours of the hovſe, 


and took a part in the converſation, with à reſolu- 
| tion 
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tion to avoid every. thing that 8 renew my grief, 
By notwithſtanding the ſight of Roſe, whom I looked 
upon as the unhappy victim of the ambition of my 
ch brother. Her innocent charms, her baſhful and per- 
plexed looks, which with pain ſhe fixed on me, 
wrung ſome ſighs from the bottom of my heart, 
which I could not keep in without violence. I formed 
a delign of holding a private converſation with ker, 
e to 2 a new effort on her mind, or at leaſt to for- 
tify it by the repetition of my ancient maxims. I 
re. made a fign to her to follow me out of the apartment, 
em BW and ſhe would have obeyed, but George obſerved me. 
1ad He penetrated my deſign, and holding her down when 
Ur, WH ſhe was about to riſe and follow me, he with an affected 
les ſweetneſs ſaid to me, that I had had all ſeaſons to 
om give my ſage counſels to Roſe, and muſt not now de- 
ney prive ſuch honourable company of her preſence ; and 
: that by putting her into the hands of Madam de Ser- 
on eine, I might reckon that ſhe had no further occaſion 
for any other leſſon than the example of a lady fo 
one I amiable and prudent. After this manner my all was 
ing I cruelly raviſhed from me, without leaving me the 
pleaſure of giving her in private the laſt adieu. 


. With difficulty I had the liberty of converſing a 
m BY moment with Patrick. I did not enter into any new 
per- detail, but after ſome juſt reproaches on his weakneſs, 
"7 which rendered all his good qualities unprofitable, I 
an 


exhorted him to the love at leaſt of virtue, even at 
the time he ſhould forget the practice of it; and I fore- 
told him one part of < evils with which he was threa- 
tened. It is poſſible I ſhould not have been able to con- 
ceal from him the reſolution of my departure, if 
George, who apprehended ſo much my ſeduQtions, 
though I had more reaſon to fear his, had not ſtept 
between to interrupt me, He told me with an air of 


fortune with Roſe and Patrick ; that I ſhould be al- 
to my prayers. Go, ſays I, go George, and may your 


fortune ſurpaſs. your hopes; the moſk ardent of my 
Vor. I. D prayers 


latisfaction, that he had laboured effectually in our | 


ways the firſt to whom he ſheuld make an offering of 
the profits; and that he recommended his enterprizes 
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prayers is to ſee you wiſe and happy: But I am mil. 
taken if you become ſo by ſuch ſtrange methods. Mr 
de Sercine, and my lord IJ. inch, who joined us the 
ſame moment, affected to interrupt me by miſplaced] 
compliments. It was eaſy to obſerve, that they all 
three ated by concert, to take from me the power of 
ſaying ſome-things to them which they could nct hear 
without ſhame. Neceſſity made me yield to this ty- 
ranny. I ſaw them go, without giving them any 
other token of reſentment but my ſilence. I held 
my eyes conſtantly down, and when ia taking their 
leave they aſſured me they would often ſend me ti- 
dings of them, I made them no anſwer but by an 
inclination of the head and profound rercrences.- 

It is true, that Patrick proteſted to me, preſſing my 
hand, that my intereſts thould be always as dear to 
him as his own, and that he would ſpeedily give me 
better proofs of his ſentiments. But what could [ 


build upon a character ſo weak and inconſtant, in 


whom it appeared, that new impreſſions were always 
the ſtrongeſt? He had acknowledged his duty two 
hours before; he had engaged himſelf to my views, 
by confeſſing his fault in ſuffering himſelf to be drawn 
away by the counſels of his brother; and I had ſeen 
him advance to fly me with an air of as much ſatis- 
faction as they had who would raviſh him from me, 
without having even explained to me the bottom of 
his deſigns, and without giving me any light into his 
former ſteps, to ſerve at leaſt as a rule for my own 
conduct. I employed the firſt moments I paſſed alone 
after their departure, in renewing the oath I had 
taken to quit France, I had now no reaſons remain- 
ing to give me the leaſt ſcruple in doing this. I 
was diſengaged from all my duties by their obſtinacy 
and flight ; and after the outrageous manner in which 
they came to treat me, tenderneſs of blood would be 
no more than a weakneſs, 
Nevertheleſs, as I would give no room for reproach, 
I did not think I ought to abandon Saiſons without 
leaving ſome perſons of truſt in it, to take care of 


their affairs, and who would faithfully deliver 11 
t a 8 What 


what 
right 
all th 
reſolut 
all my 
money 
ſary to 
raine a 
comme 
then 
I was 
a com! 
him, a 
doing | 
to com 
This 
which 
ed; fo 
turn to 
motives 
that w 
ſation v 
my lord 
flited, 
his grie 
my dep 
could h; 
this tra 
in my 
that [ 0 
Joiced, 
commit 
oe is | 
olding 
could . 
ſtances { 
if being 
ſons, he 
contrary 
often im. 
a noiſe 1 


The Dean of Col ENAINE. 77 


what I was reſolved to leave them. Although the 
right of primogenitnre had given me the beſt part of 


all that we had poſſeſſed hitherto in common, my 


reſolution was to refign to them without exception 
all my pretenſions thereto, and to take only ont of the 
money yet in my hands as much as would be neceſ- 
ſary to defray the expences of my journey. Cole- 
raine afforded me a retreat, where I could always live 
commodiouſly on the profits of my beneſice alone. 
then calt my eyes on Mr de Peſſes, whoſe probity 
I was perfectly acquainted with, and even judging that 
a commiſſion of this nature would be agreeable to 
him, as it would afford him freſh opportunities of 
doing ſervice to Roſe and my brothers, I ſent for him 
to come immediately to Saiſons. 
This extraordinary invitation gave him ſome hopes, 
which appeared upon his arrival to be but ill-ground- 
ed; for acquainting him with my reſolation to re- 
turn to Ireland, I did not leave him ignorant of the 
motives of it, nor conſequently conceal from him 
that which I had diſcovered from my ſhort conver- 
ſation with Patrick upon what related to Roſe and 
my lord Linch. He was at firſt out of meaſure af- 
flited, even to make me fear ſome fatal effect from 
his grief, when he conſidered upon the whole, that 
my departure deprived him of the only reſource he 
could have about her. Nevertheleſs; recovering from 
this tranſport, and ſeeing me too ſtrongly fortified 
in my deſign to give him room to flatter himſelf 
that I could poſſibly change my ſentiments, he re- 
Joiced, as I had foreſeen, at the choice I made to 
commit to him the truſt of our houſe. He acquired 
by this ſtep a right of ſeeing my filter again, and of 
holding ſome correſpondence with her, which he. 
could not promiſe himſelf otherwiſe, under cireum+ 
ſtances ſo little favourable for his love. I aſked him, 
if being lodged near Patrick in his reſidence at Sai- 
ſons, he had never perceived any thing that had paſſed 
contrary to his intereſt and mine. He told me he had 
often imagined, during whole nights, that he hatl heard 
a noiſe in the garden, and in other places; but that 
- D 2 miſtruſting 
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miſtruſting nothing good manners would not give hin 
leave to carry his curioſity very far in another perſon's 
houſe, I interrogated upon the ſame head the only 
domeſtic I had left with me, and could draw no fur. 
ther light from him; ſo that on my departure I 
could not carry away the ſatisfaction of knowing by 
what artifices they had deceived me, nor if 1 had it 
yet in my power to ſhield myſelf from them. This 
knowledge indeed would not at all repair the evil; 
but it would help me to reaſon more juſtly, on the un- 
happy conſequences that muſt neceſſarily follow. 

It was not without a tender regret, that I next 
morning took leave of Mr de Peſſes, having firſt put 
into his cuſtody about ten thouſand crowns, which 
were the only remains of the fortune of our ance- 
ſtors. I left with him a common note, addreſſed to 
my brothers, in which I declared to them without 
any mark of reſentment, that finding myſelf difen- 

aged from all my promiſes by a thouſand reaſons, 
which I avoided to repeat, I had taken the reſolu— 
tion of returning to Coleraine, and that if I had 
once thought I had the power of preferring them for 
ſome time to my flock, I now looked upon myſelf 
obliged to return to my ancient duties, fince my 
preſence and cares had become abſolutely unprofit- 
able to them. I exhorted them to remember their 
birth and their religion, and what their duty waz 
from theſe two motives to God and to the honour 
of their anceſtors. I earneftly recommended their 
ſiſter to them, the care of whom was from hende- 
forth their firſt duty, and of whom they muſt give 
ſo much the more rigorous account, as they had vo- 
luntarily charged themſelves with her. In fine, I ac- 
quainted them that I had put into the care of Mr 
de Peſſes, our houſe and money, to which I aſſigned 
to them all my right. I left him with a much 
longer letter for Roſe, which contained nothiag 
but tenderneſs and wholeſome counſels. Neverthe- 
leſs, I could net conceal that I did myſelf a good 
deal of violence in writing with ſuch moderation. 


It was ſufficient to let her know, that all the * 
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of my heart were cloſed. I flifled my complaints, 
having reſolved for the future to take no advice but 
from reaſon and my duty. | 1 
However, I had yet another combat with myſelf, 
in paſſing through St Germain in my way to Dieppe; 
and T had a ſtronger proof than ever, from the pain, 
I endured in overcoming myſelf, that the beſt re- 
gulated movements of nature are difficult to be go- 
verned, What pains then ought it of conſequence 
to colt us to obtain a complete empire over the 
paſhons? I knew that my brothers and lifter in- 
tended to be at court before the end of the week. 
I found I had an inclination to wait for them, and to 
ſeek, for the laſt time, the opportunity of ſeeing them. 
Sometimes I had it in my thoughts to load them 
with all the reproaches they had deſerved, and which 
the preſence of Mr de Sercine had obliged me to 
ſtifle in my heart. Sometimes it was to gratify my 
tenderneſs, which was yet powerful enough to make 
me forget their ingratitude. They were in no ex- 
pectation of my departure; they had never looked 
upon my propolal of quitting them, which my diſcon- 
tent had often made me threaten, as a ſerious menace. 
It might yet poſſibly happen, that when they ſaw me 
on the road ready to be gone without hopes of a re- 
turn, that the memory of all that I had done for 
them, and the ſhame of having cauſed me ſuch un- 
juſt vexations, might oblige them to reſume the ſen- 
timents which they once had for me. But if they 
ſhould do ſo, to what end could ſuch an alteration 
aim ? They were already too far engaged ; they had 
taken to themſelves guides, whom decency would 
not permit them to abandon, and whoſe views could 
never be made to accord with mine. Moreover, it 
was flattering myſelf too much to believe that they - 
were diſpoſed to a reconciliation with me. I was 
become inconvenient and troubleſome to them; I 
ought to fear appearing again at St Germain. Who 
knows in what manner they would receive my viſit, 
aud whether George, who had been capable of ma- 
king a game of my natural iufirmities. to Mr de 
* if Wha Sereine 
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Sercine and Mr Dillon, might not yet crown his re- 
veage by ſome notable inſult? out of all theſe reflec. 


tions I applied my mind to thoſe which qught to 


make me haſten my journey. I arrived at Dieppe, 
where | took the advantage of the firſt veſſel that 
was bound for London. The moment I embarked, 
a letter was ſent me from Mr de Peſſes, which lie 
had addreſſed to me by chauce at the ſame inn in 
which we paſſed ſome days on our arrival in France, 
I doubted whether I ought to read it, under a fear 
of diſcovering ſome new ſubje&t of pain; but a 
tenderneſs for my blood prevailed again. I opened it, 
and found that it contained freſh inſtances to ſtop me 
ſhort in my journey, together with the relation of 
a vifit, which Mr de Peſſes had paid to my brothers 
and ſiſter. Having fortunately diſcovered the place 
of their abode at Paris, he did not loſe one mo- 
ment in acquainting them with my departure. Roſe 
fell into a ſwoon at the news, and did not come 
to herſclf without ſhedding à torrent of tears. 
Patrick alſo gave all the tokens of a lively griel. 
Even George himſelf appeared to be firuck at a dil- 
covery ſo unexpected; yet he applied out of hand 
all his wit to conſole his ſiſter and brother, 1a repre- 
ſenting to them, that my preſence was no way neceſſary 
to their projects; that nothing could hinder them from 


hoping that I might my happily enough on my be- 
[ 


nehce; and that if their affairs took ſuch a turn 
as they had reaſon to promiſe themſelves, it would 
uever be too late to invite me to come back to ſhare 
in their fortune, Mr de Peſſes concluded with the 
leurs of | Roſe, and the regrets of Patrick, whom [ 
yet loved tenderly, and that if I would try any new ef- 
fort, they might {til} be brought back to my views. 
I ſaw from the whole ſcope of the letter, a lover 


reſtleſs and unquiet on his own account, who labour- 


ed to detain me by falſe hopes, and to make my re- 
turn prove to re-eſtabliſh à little his own. But at the 


ſame time that I perceived the ſincere affliction of 
Patrick and Roſe, I obſerved the haughty and inflext- 

ble temper of George. I was convinced, that he did 
- $3 * | not 
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not give into more tenderneſs for thera in the plot 
he had managed to take them from me, than reſent- 
ment at the manner I myſelf had taken in carry- 
ing away my filter from him. He was minded to 
revenge himſelf with iutereſt. So I could not yet at- 
tempt to tak: them away from him, without drawing 
on me a new revznge, which would childiſhly and 
to no end perpetuate repriſals. This thought, 
which was one of the priacipal motives of my de- 
parture, defended me againſt the ſolicitations of Mr 
de Peſſes, notwithſtanding the exceſſive compaſſion his 
letter had raiſed in me. I wrote him on the ſpot 
a ſhort anſwer, to let him know the conſtancy of 
my reſolutions, and my embarking, which I did the 
ſame hour. In two days of a proſperous voyage 


I arrived at London, from whence 1 travelled by land 


to Holy-head. An Englith veſſel, which I found 
by chance ready to weigh anchor, landed me in 
tour days at Londenderry, and. the day following in 
tne evening I got once more to my houſe at Cole- 
raine. | | 

Four. months abſence would have made me find a 
lively ſatisfaQtion in the embraces and careſſes of my 
friends, if I could have got rid of a thouſand anxious 
remembrances, of which I had the ſource rather more 
in my heart than my imagination. I could not ſee 
myſelf again ſo near the grave of my father, with- 
out feeling a mortal confuſion in being able to give 
him no better an account of the truſt he had com- 
mitted to my care. The teſtimonies of my fi- 
delity and zeal, which I had at the bottom of my 
heart, fully diſperſed all fhadow of remorſe ; but 
far from vaniſhing my regret aad ſorrow, it ſer- 
ved only to call up into my memory the unſervice- 
ableneſs of my endeavours, - and the miſerable fruits 


| had gathered from my hopes. Theſe heavy 


weights were always hung to my heart, and I car- 
tied them about me in every place. When Lexamin- 
ed matters in a more favourable ſenſe, I found I 
had not done that juſtice to George which he merit- 
ed on many occaſions. The prudence of his man- 
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ners, the ſoundneſs of his judgment, and the honour 
of his principles, were three points in which I had 
not yet obſerved any foible; and I could well 
conceive, that notwithſtanding every part the ſpirit of 
revenge had refuſed into his conduct, yet he had 
always maintained his reſpect for me, and that am- 
bition, or the love of the world, with which he would 
inſpire his brother and ſiſter, had no reaſon to alarm 
me that he would have led them to vice by his ap- 
probation or example. But that ſpecies of virtue, 
which he was capable of implanting in them, ap- 
peared to me almoſt as formidable as vice itſelf, 
It was only an appetite of pleaſing men, it was a 
value for their favours, and a reliſh of all the paths 
that might conduct him tg them. —Would the moſt 
worthy man, who propoſes to himſelf no other end, 
wait a long time in becoming vicious, if vice may 
be made to anſwer his views? And would not he 
in reality take that ſtep, which he thought ſo nc- 
ceſſary for him? For what end does it anſwer, to 
diſguiſe it under other names ? Is a nobleneſs of 
ſentiments any other thing than pride, when it 
has nothing for its object but grandeur and hu- 
man diſtinctions? Politeneſs and complaiſance, which 
ſerve to open the road to fortune, are they any 
thing elſe than a looſe and cowardly approbation 
of the vices and irregularities of others? Gallan- 
try, without _ one can bear no rank in the 
world, can it be diſtinguiſhed ſeriouſly from ſenſual 
pleaſure, of which it is, as it were, the flower and 
reſinement? I agreed that a man of judgment and 


| honour, ſuch as I figured to myſelf George to be, 


might not deliver himſelf to the management of this 
depravation : But what curb could hold in Roſe and 
Patrick ? Their age, which was ſcarce above in- 
fancy, their tender and flexible nature, which might 
render them capable of exceſs, either in good or evil, 
according to the firſt impreſſions given them, the 


luſtre of their natural qualities, which might expole 
them to the moſt urgent and inevitable temptations ; 


in fine, the temerity of their brother, who could 
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83 
not in the leaſt conceive that they had need of pre- 
caution, were all juſt ſubjects of alarm, which made 
me fear that they would fall into diſgrace at every 
ſtep. . 5 | 

In —_— alſo upon the cauſe of my regrets;. 
a ſcruple arofe in my mind, which cauſed me muelr 


perplexity. The opinion I had of the - judgment 
and prgbity of George, made me doubt if the deli- 
cacy of my religion had not been carried too far, 
and if the idea I had formed to myſelf of the 
world had not been falſe or at leaſt exaggerate, It 
was certain I was not indebted for it to my own 
experience; it was the fruit of my ſtùdy, or of the 
principles of education, which 1 ſucked in at the 
ſeminary at Carrickfergus. On the other hand, 
George, aithough only a few years older than his 
brother, had had a happy opportunity of opening 
his mind much more by his converſation and ac- 
quaintance in the world ; becauſe being conſidered. 
as the eldeſt of our houſe, he had been obligeg for 
divers years of my father's life to repreſent him. 
in all aſſemblies and meetings of the province, and- 
to preſerve certain ties of decorum with the no-- 
bleſſe of our country. Was it impoſſible that he 
ſhould have acquired more jult notions than mine, and” 
that being better inſtructed in the uſages and cuttoms 
of the world, he might judge with more diſcernment 
what was criminal and what was innocent? Under this 
fuppoſition, he might not only know better than J. 
what was ſuitable to the intereſts of his brother and 
filter, but might have reaſon to reproach me, which. 
he often had done; that my zeal ſurpaſſed my un- 
derſtanding, and that I was fitter for the folitude of 
a cloſet, than to give rules of conduct for the - world z- 
That I deſerved to be conſidered: as a blind and in- 
conſiderate cenſor, and a turbulent man, who per- 
plexed out of ſeaſon his prudent deſigns by my 
complaints and importunate remonſtrances. In truth, 
the holy books, of which all the maxims are in- 
hllible, declare war againſt the world, and the 
weers. of it, in a thouſand places; but they explain 
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alſo hat is underſtood. by the lovers of the world; 
Theſe are the cheats, the: knaves, the proud, the 
ſenſual, . the reveageful, the robbers of other mens 
goods, &c. All qualities which we cannot with 


xeaſon- attribute to a great part of thofe who have 
acquaiitance with it, and which we cannot aſcribe 


in the leaſt without a criminal. temerity to thoſe 


who do not know it at all. It is then upon this 


ſpecies of men only, if there be many of ſuch a 


frightful character, on whom all the evangelical male. 


dictions fall; which does not hinder but that a 
great many of thoſe who live in the world, may 
maintain a ſafe and amiable intercourſe with them; 
and George might have been acquainted with this 
by experience. EET ONS 
Under the uncertainty I continued after theſe re- 
flections, I bitterly repented, that I had not drawn 
greater advantages from the time I had ſpent in 
France for acquiring that knowledge in which ! 
found myſelf deficient. It would have been eaſy for 
me to have been introduced into all ſorts. of com- 


panics, and te have diſcerned their principles and 


cuſtoms. I had learned by myſelf what a chriſti— 
an ought to think of the world. Perhaps I ſhould 
have better, agreed with George after having acquired 
this knowledge, and peace had continued to reign in 
our family; Inſtead of which, by my condemaing with 
precipitation whatever diſpleaſed me, I might be 
guilty of troubling it. This doubt gave me ſuch a 
arp affliction, that I ſhould have had a difficulty 
ia being comforted, if heaven had not given repoſe 
to my conſcience by another reflection. If it be true, 
ſays I to myſelf; that George has not in the least 
gone aſtray in his notions and proſpects, I ought not 
to;regret that he hath taken from me the conduct of 
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It was not at Coleraine, that my difficulties could 
be well cleared up. A little market-town, almoſt 
intirely made up of tradeſmen and labourers, was a 
place very improper to repreſent to me the world, 
in which my brothers and ſiſter were engaged. More- 
over, innocence and tranquillity had for a long time 
ſwayed in my flock. In the mean time, as the dif- 
politions of providence had began to manifeſt them- 
ſelves upon my fate, and that all the reſt of my life 
was deſtined to much perturbation, it was not granted 
to me even at Coleraine, during ſome months I paſſed 
there, to enjoy that repoſe which I came in queſt of, 
and which every-body there poſlefſed. Scarce had 1 
began to recover a little from that deep grief which 
I had broug 
a thouſand new afflictions, to which fraternal tender- 
neſs muſt quickly expoſe me, heaven raiſed me up one 


trial ſo much the more grievous, as it bore upon the 
honouf of my father; that is to ſay, what I held 


the moſt precious next to my regards to God and 
religion. [t is not to interrupt the hiſtory of my 
brothers and ſiſter, that I ſtop a moment to give this 
relation, but becauſe it 1s knit together in the conſe- 
quences with the greater part of the events of which 
1 have undertaken the recital]. 

Some gentlemen of the county of Antrim, ill af- 


fected to the government, and exaſperated above all 


things to ſee the belt lands in Ireland paſſed into the 
hands of the king's favourites, without any other 
title for obtaining them, than their cringings and 
flatreries, ſecretly confederated together with a deſign 
to raiſe a rebellion, and perhaps with the hopes of 
intirely ſhaking off the Engliſh yoke. The ſucceſs 
of ſo great an enterpriſe, depending oa an infinite 
number of ſprings and movements, they had em- 
ployed many years in dreſſing up their plot; and the 
ſecret had been kept ſo faithfully, that even after the 
diſcovery of it, there was no coming at the know- 
ledge of the accomplices. Oae of the confederates, 
whoſe name was Fiacer, an ancient friend and neigh- 
baur of our houſe, had unfortunately loſt the * 
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plan of the projeA, which was found by one of the 
king's officers. Fincer forthwith perceived his loſs ; 
but being ſatisfied that it was wrote by a faithful and 
unknown hand, and the foreſight of the conſpira- 
tors, who had dreſſed up the contrivances, having diſ- 
guiſed the names of perſons and places after a manner 
that they could not be diſcovered, he flattered himſelf 
that he ſhould be able to diſpel all ſuſpicions, ſhould 
they fall on him, and render Il inquiries fruitleſs. 
Nevertheleſs, at the ſame time he did not negle& to 
give information of his misfortune to all hots whom 
the ſame intereſts had obliged to take a ſhare in it; 
but to prevent their being — at the 1 he 
ſwore them a- new to a fidelity under all trials. In 
effect the viceroy, to whom the ſcheme was imme- 
diately tranſmitted, unſucceſsfully took all ſorts of 
ways to diſcover the authors and inftruments of the 
conſpiracy. | . y 
In the mean time, the fear of ſo preſſing a danger 
having obliged the government to proclaim a reward 
for the 2 of the ſecret, according to the 
practice of England, they came in the end, from 
divers probable notices, ſuch as the time and place 
where the ſcheme had been found, to be aſſured that 
it was Mr Fincer that had loſt it. He was arreſted, 
and conducted to priſon in Dublin. They proceeded 
to his examination. out of hand, and the viceroy was 
preſent at it: But inſtead of ſeeing a criminal diſ- 
mayed and confounded, was it not ſurpriſing that he 
did not diſcover the leaſt emotion? Fincer offered vo- 
luntarily to unfold the whole. He confeſſed he had 
two things to reproach himſelf with; the one, for 
having kept ſa long a time ſuch a dangerous plan; 
and the other, his delay after he had loft it, in coming 
and declaring the bottom of the myſtery to the vice- 
roy, to ſave him the falſe ſteps in which an imagi- 
nary danger had engaged. him: That for the firſt of 
theſe two faults he had no other juſtification to make 
than his curioſity, which had made him keep by him 
for ſuch a long time, a pieee uncommon, and of an ex- 
traordjaary vature: And as to the ſecond, it was 
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true, chat his duty obliged him, as ſoon as poſſible, 


to give what inſight he could to the viceroy; but it 
may be eaſily imagined, that an innocent man, who 
loves repoſe, would avoid, as much as he could, ex- 


poling himſelf to unprofitable embarraſments; in a 
word, that he had hopes that the plan would never 


have been diſcovered to have been in his hands; and 
that being certain that the project of a revolt con- 
tained in it, was nothing but an idle chimera, which 
had vaniſhed with the life and memory of its author, 
he had thought that in regard to the public tran- 
quillity, as well as his own, he could not take a wiſer 
courſe than to keep ſilence. 


As this confeſſion appeared very obſcure, and as he 


was demanded to give an explanation of it leſs ambi- 
guous, he added, with the ſame tranquillity, that he was 
grieved to be forced to defame the honour of the 
dead; but that under the neceſſity he was to con- 
ceal nothing, he declared without regret, that the 
late earl of — had been the author of the plan; 
that the zeal of this lord for the Romiſh religion 
had all his life. cheriſhed in him an ardent defire to 
draw her out of oppreſſion; that he had formed a 
hundred projects, which he had not ſo much as com- 


municated to his friends; and that they had never 


proceeded further than upon paper; that his. death 
having helped to deſtroy them, it was likely there re- 
mained ſome few copies ; that the plan now in queſtion 
was one of them; that having found it among the 
papers of his father, who died alſo ſome months after, 
he was ignorant in what manner it came there; that 
he remembered only to have heard his father ſpeak of 
the deſigns of the earl, who was one of his beſt 


friends, and of the efforts which he had always uſed 


to cure him of theſe vain imaginations : in fine, to 


give a yet greater appearance of probability to his 


diſcourſe, Fincer aſſured the viceroy, that my bro- 
thers would not have reſolved to quit Ireland, but for 


fear of being accuſed ſooner or latter, and it may be 
vith juſtice, for having participated in the projects of 


Is. 


their father. 
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Ins truth, this ſeries of calumnies was not ſupported! 
by the leaſt proof; but as the viceroy had nothing 
more to produce againſt the perſon accuſed, he waz 
obliged to ſuſpend the proceedings, in order to wait fer 
new diſcoveries, and Fincer was remanded to priivn, 
The noiſe of this adventure having the ſame day 
been ſpread about Dublin, I received by one po! 
many letters to appriſe me of the injury done my 
father, and to wara me of the danger I was expoſcd 
to, of being taken up. This in truth was What! 
ought naturally to expect: But leſs moved by thi; 
fear, than touched for the honvur of my blood, I 
did not at all conſider whether I had any riſks to run, 
and I believed I ought to haſten to Dublin, for many 
reaſons;” IJ. uſed ſo much diligence, that having out. 
ſtripped the order of the viceroy, I preſented mylcli 
before him when he little expected it. The ſtrength 
with which I defended the innocence of my father, 
and the tender I voluntarily made of my head, if i: 
appeared by the leaſt teſtimony that he had failed in 
his duty to the government, or his obedience to the 
laws of his country, balanced at leaſt the depoſitions 
of Fincer. I requeſted then with the ſame reſolution 
to be confronted face to face by our accuſer. They 
did not refuſe me this requeſt, which would have been 
required of me, if I had not demanded it as a favour. 
The viceroy was a witneſs of this ſcene. PFincer 
was of my age, and we had known one another from 
our infancy. My preſence diſconcerted him. He told 
me with a perplexed air, that he was ſurpriſed to ſee 
me engaged in an affair, when I was accuſed of no- 
thing, at leaſt by his depoſitions; that as to what 
related to my father, it was with a mortal regret 
that he had been conſtrained to reveal all that he 
knew of him. I prayed to be informed of that which 
he pretended to know with ſo much certainty. He de- 
livered it in the terms before related, and which were 
the ſame as thoſe he had given in his firſt depoli- 
tions; which made me judge that the perſonage he 
had ated was counterfeited. I conceived that it would 
be difficult for me to confound this impoſtor; an! 
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though an accuſation uncertain and without proof 
was not ſufficient abſolutely to blemiſh the memory 
of my father, yet I afflicted my ſelf ſo much the more, 
to ſee him become a prey to-ſuſpicians; that Fincer 
being a proteſtant, I foreſaw, that, all things con- 
ſidered, the court and the public would be more fa- 
vourable to him than to my family, This» fear was 
verified upon the ſpot, by the conduct of the vice- 
roy. He took my vexation for a mark of perplexity, 
and ſceing that Fincer did not give me the leaſt ad- 
vantage over him by his anſwers, he declared, that 
without conſidering me as a perſon guilty, I ſhould be 
detained proviſionally under the guard of a meſſen- 
ger of State. - 16:50 : 

In the mean time, far from looking upon my im- 
priſonment as a new diſgrace, I thought it would tend 
to clear up the honour of my father, by giving me 
a right to preſs his accuſer more briſkly, and to ob- 
tain from the judges an explication, which would 
remove all the donbts of the public; for that I 
thought was the greateſt miſchief- I had to dread. I 
ſignthed to my. friends, to get together, in the neigh- 
bourhood of: the eſtate which was once ours, all the 


witneſſes that might prove the quiet diſpoſition of 


my father, and the horror he had all his life for 
factions and diſturbance. This inquiry took up a 
conſiderable time. On his part the viceroy, who 
wou!d precipitate nothing, had his informations and 
proceſſes ſpun out 1n length, in hopes that ſooner or 
later ſome ray cf light might ſpring up to diſpel the 
darkneſs; inſomuch that three months paſſed over 
without any change happening in Fincer's or my for- 
tune. In fine, the zeal of my friends procured me 
ſuch favourable memorials, that I thonght my father 
juitified, and my troubles at an end, when by the 
negligence or corruption of the keepers, Fincer found 
the means to make his eſcape from priſon, and of 
getting fortunately out of Ireland. 
managed.ſo ſecretly, that there was no diſcovering any 
the leaſt track of his flight; and it was by other 
F'-. 1 | | adventures 


His eſcape was 


| 


— 3 — U — — 


* ny :p : · an ee Sroeurwng 


.V \ 
* —— m_ 1 
2 — — * 1 
— Rs r A mas — 4 e — * A 4 1 


90 The Dean of CoLERAINE. 


adventures, that I a _ time after came to know 
from himſelf, that he had retired into Denmark. 

It might be imagined, that the viceroy would look 
upon this voluntary flight from juſtice as a convic- 
tion; and I was perſuaded that a circumſtance ſo 
ſtrong, joined to the teſtimonies I had gathered in my 
father's favour, would not leave the leaft pretence in 
the judges to refuſe giving a public declaration of 
his innocence. Notwithitanding, the anſwer I ob- 
tained to my ſolicitations was, that the obſcurity and 
uncertainty of the fact being not diminiſticd by the 
flight of the informer, they could not give ſuch a 
declaration without raſhneſs and injuſtice; that the 
love of liberty might have prevailed on Fincer to 
fly, as much as the fear of puniſhment ; that the 
laws of the land required formal proofs, and that I 
muſt wait time. They gave no diſturbance to his 
only daughter, whom they left in the peaceable en- 
joyment of his eſtate, As to me, they were con- 
tented to take bail of me, according to cuſtom, and 
in the end reſtored me to my liberty. The public 
made various judgments of. this conduct. Some ima- 

ined that the viceroy, being diſcouraged by the un- 
[ucceſsfalneſo of his inquiries, and loſing hopes after 
the. eſcape of Fincer, had choſe to relinquiſh all new 
purſuits; and that if he refuſed to juſtify the memory 
of my father, it was with an intention to humble 
the catholics, by letting the ſuſpicions they were 
under remain in the minds of thoſe who thought the 
conſpiracy real.. Others judged, with a greater re- 
ſemblance of reaſon, that this appearance of mode- 
ration was no more than a pretence, and that they 
deſigned thereby to lull the conſpirators aſleep under a 
ſhew of tranquillity, to have an eye under-hand to 
their actions, and furpriſe them in ſome falſe ſtep. 

Theſe conjectures buſied me much Jeſs than the 
regret I had of having drawn ſo little 1 
from my journey. I took my way in a melancholy 


Rate to Coleraine, to find in the exercife of my em- 
Mee the only comfort that remained for me after 
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orders of providence prevented me from impeaching 
it of any rigour; but I lamented that it gave me a 
heart too ſenſible, or that I did not receive from it 
conſolations proportioned to my weakneſs. All the 
pleaſure I found in the practice of my duty gave 
me no reliſh for the exerciſe of my reaſon ; and the 
troubles I had ſuffered for more than a year had 
made a change even in my blood and conſtitution. 
I loſt my reſt and appetite, yet my recompence bore 
a different proportion to my anxiety, and had not the 
ſame power to make itſelf felt. In the mean time, 
chriſtian hope fortified my ſoul in proportion as my 
ſtrength decayed. 1 was then more than fifty years 
old. It is worth while, ſays I, for the remainder of 
a life ſo ſhort, to long for happineſs and repoſe ? 
But the ties of blood ought to be diſſolved by death: 
Let us ſuppoſe that they are ſo already. For what end 
does it anſwer to put a difference between things 
which have the ſeparation of one only inſtant of time 
between them ? And have not I the very ſame ſuppo- 
ſition to make? My father is id his grave, and my 
brothers have obliged me to abandon them; what 
hinders but I ſhould look upon myſelf as a man al- 
ready dead, fince being diſengaged from the duties of 
nature, it is only too true that I have nothing more 
remaining worth my notice upon earth. ' 

It was poſſible, that:with the help of theſe reflec- 
tions I might have acquired, ſooner or later, an inſenſi- 
bility neceſſary for my repoſe. - I made ſo many efforts 
to obtain it, that I had delayed, even to this moment, 
to ſend any intelligence of myſelf to my brothers ; and 
that was a violence I had done myſelf only wäth this 
view. It is true, I had received no letters from them, 
and not miſtruſting any obſtacle that might prevem 
their writing, I took their filence for a confirmation 
of their ſlights : But my reſentment had not carried 
me to defend myſelf againſt ſuch inquiry ſo long, if 
I had not thought that I was juſtified by a more law- 
ful reaſon. I longed then to bring myſelf to ſuch a 
pals, if not to forget, at leaſt to 2 their ary ar 
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titude without grief, and to pray to heaven for their 
happineſs without impairing my own. | 
One Sunday evening, as I went unto my houſe full 
of theſe Ideas, my footman, whom I had taken in 
my journey through St Germain, and who being 
originally from Ireland, was glad to follow me to Cole- 
raine, where he continued in my ſervice, told me, 
that I was impatiently waited for ſince the fall cf 
night, by a young man whom he did not know, and 
who did not thiak proper to diſcover his name. He 


added, that being ſhewed into a chamber, he earneſtly 


recommended to him not to let any perſon come near 
him till my return; and if I did not come alone, to 
whiſper me, that he Jonged to ſpeak to me in private, 
I haſtened to him, reflecting withia myſelf what could 
be the meaning of ſuch a myſterious viſit ; but was 
far from - imagining the truth. I opened the door 
of the chamber, and at the ſame iuſtant found my- 
ſelf in the arms of Patrick. 

One may eafily fancy, that notwithſtanding all my 
reſolutions, my firſt movements were a tranſport of 
tenderneſs and joy. Nevertheleſs, being ſeized all at 
once with a lively inquietude, proceeding as much from 
the filence with which this dear brother had embraced 
me, as from his unexpected arrival, and the account 

iven me by my foot man, I diſengaged myſelf from 
bois arms, and looked on him with a Ready eye, wich- 
out having even the power to open my mouth. His 
eyes were moiſtened with tears, and his countenance 
extremely pale and dejected. My troubles could not 
but increaſe. I took him by the hand, and in leading 
him towards an, elbow chair, good God! fays | # 
what do theſe tears and this ſilence proclaim ? And 
your arrival itſelf, of which I did not receive the 
leaſt notice, this paleneſs, this trouble? Patrick, 


added I, I tremble at what I am going to hear.; yet I 
intreat you not to delay in giving me this ſatisfaction. 
He anſwered with a low voice, that he had matters 
extremely grievous to tell me; that finding me re- 
ſolved not to give him the leaſt anſwer to his letters, 
he had choſe to come himſelf to Ireland, to awaken 
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my tenderneſs in favour of the unfortunate George, 
the ſforrouful Roſe, and himſelf; that reſentment 
ought to have bounds put to it, in a heart ſo good and 
ſo religious as mine; that in acknowledging them- 
ſelves guilty in their letters of a failure of that con- 
fidence and ſubmiſſion which they owed me, they had 
hoped that I would not have hardened my heart fo far 
as to have refuſed them all manner of anſwers, and 
denied them every relief; that what I refuſed to do 
for them was a debt due to the honour of our name, 
and the memory of our father : In fine, if his pre- 
ſence ſhould not have more weight than his letters to 
intereſt me in the misfortunes of George, the unhappy 
ſituation of Roſe, aud his own troubles, he had 
nothing left him but deſpair, and the power, as ſoon 
as might be, of returning back to France, there to be 
a perpetual witneſs of the miſeries of his brother aud 
kiter, and himſelf to drag out there a life full of 
anguiſh and affliction. In the conſternation I was 
cait by a diſcourſe ſo obſcure ard fatal, he had time 
to add, before I was in a condition to iaterrupt him, 
that he learned from the daughter of Fincer, the 
perils to which he found himſelf expoſed in Ireland, 
and that I might wel] judge it was for that reaſon he 
arrived by night at Coleraine ; but that life. was not 
ſo dear as to fuffer him to be alarmed at what 
threatened him, and that without being frighted"at his 
own proper danger, it was on my reſolutions his mult 
intirely depend. . | 

I had need to diſburthen myſelf of many ſighs, to 
find power to make him this anſwer ; that what I had 
been informed of him was altogether new to me 


that ſince my departure from France I had not reeceiy» + 


ed one ſiagle letter from him, nor the leaſt light 


into his ſituation, or into that of his brother and 


blter ; that I comprehended nothing of what he called 
their misfortunes and troubles, no more than-he did 
waat related to the daughter of Fincer: In ſine, I con- 
Jared him to explain himſelf without delay; and to 
begin to remove the diffidence which he appeared to 
lare of my ſentiments, L embraced him again with 
| the 
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the moſt lively tenderneſs, and aſſured him that 1 
had not only not ceaſed to love my dear brothers and 
fiſter, but that I was alſo as much diſpoſed as ever 
to undertake every thing for their ſervice: 

This teſtimony of my affection helped to revive 
a little his hopes. He made me the following recital, 
which time has not yet effaced from my memory; 
but nevertheleſs I defired him to commit it to writing 
in his more calm moments; ſo that ſhall do no more 
than tranſcribe here his very words. 

I bitterly call to mind the time, ſays he, with a 
deep ſigh, when I ceaſed to follow your counſels, 
becauſe it is from that period I ought to date all the 
misfortunes of my ſiſter and my own; you are to 
expect that I muſt carry back my relation higher than 
the time of our reſidence at Saiſons, for I cannot 
make you underftand all the reaſons for which your 
aid is neceſſary to us, without confeſſing that I had 
began to diſguiſe from you ſome ſhare of my conduct 
belive our departure from Paris. It is true, I had 
not then any accomplice, and that all as yet paſſed 
within my own heart, You remember my filence and 
the appearances of melancholy, for which you have 
often reproached-me, tho? you were far from penetra- 
ting into the cauſe. It may be you accuſed for it my 
natural inquietude, and the diſguſt of all things 
that I poſſeſſed, of which I had made you w7 con- 
fidant at Coleraine. But on the other hand, call up to 
your imagination, that my humour was int irely 
changed all at one ſtroke, and that all the move- 
ments of my heart were of a ſudden fixed. I had 
conceived a fatal paſſion, which united all happineſs 
in the object of it. Alas! what ſhall I fay to you? I 
had ſeen the moſt charming creature in the world, in 
a ſtreet neighbouring to our's, and I found myſelf 
more inflamed than ever any perſon was before. 

The ſweetneſs I diſcovered in thoſe new ſentiments, 
made me-renounce all other buſineſs that had no aim 
to that. 


tunity to get another ſight of the dear object of my 
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about the ſame. houſe where I firſt ſaw her. I thought 
I paſſed the day happily when ſhe appeared at her 
window. - You have not forgot the abſent airs which 
I brought home in the evening to our lodging, and 
how I appeared wholly taken up with my reveries. 
My paſſion gained ftrength daily. I could never have 
revailed on myſelf to follow you to the country, if 
our houſe had been ſo far removed from Paris as to 
deprive me of the hopes of returning to it many 
times every week. I did the ſame violence to my 
thoughts when you made me the propoſal of carryin 

off Role from my brother; and if the attachment 

had for you had not powerfully combated in your fa- 
vour, I might poſſibly have added to your vexation 
that of ſeeing me fly from you in my turn. Never- 
theleſs, I ſerved you faithfully, and I afterwards ap- 
plauded myſelf in having that deference for you, 
when I fouud it was eaſy for me, as I had fore- 
ſcen, to return almoſt every day to the city. To 
deprive you at firſt of all ſuſpicions of my ſteps, I 
uſed to flip out at a time when I thought you- were 
moſt employed in your ſtudies, for I many times pre- 
tended to go and take a walk in the neighbouring fields. 
I was not ſometimes more than an inſtant at Paris, 
before fortune favoured me enough not to make me 
wait long for the happineſs I went in ſearch of, 
This was yet the ſole pleaſure of ſeeing what I 


already loved with the moſt perfect ardour. I could 


not even think that cares and diligence ſo little mani- 
felted in actions could be takem notice of. Having 
however had the curioſity to inform myſelf in the 
1 of the name and condition of my 
miltreſs, I came to underſtand that ſhe was the 
daughter of Mr de L „ who had a long 
time been employed in divers negociations in the 
courts of Germany, and that ſhe was born abroad in 
ſome of her father's embaſſies. x 
During this time George, whom you had recom- 


mended to me to ſee often, and to exhort him to 


live in a good underſtanding with us, renewed all his 
efforts to make me reliſh an abode at Paris, preferably 
| to 
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to one at Saiſons, and to uſe my endeavours to in. 
. fpire Roſe with the ſame ſentiments. I liſtened a little 
to his diſcourſes ; he made me propoſals, the advan- 
tages of which I did not even examine, being ſatisfied neſs mat 
that he entered into them as much out of reſentment M hier com 
to you, as from a zeal tbh my intereſts. Afterwards out fire 
you gave it me in charge to make a journey to 8t joined ir 
Germain, and in truth I made many there; but I MW and all 
muſt confeſs it to you, that inſtead of employing two beart. 
days on each journey, as my abſence made you be-. vith all 
lieve, 1 returned in the evening of the ſame day n air © 
to Paris, where my paſſion, which had left me no fageous. 
repoſe, made me find an extreme pleaſure in walking know, 
one part of the night under the windows of madam all that 
de L I formed in theſe ſolitary walks twenty deſcripti 
projects, which vaniſhed the next day, without one of perfectio 
them being carried into execution. They all tended I covered, 
to make a declaration to her of my tenderneſs ; but ¶ and to cc 
if I had ſpirits enough in the evening to form the It wa 
moſt ſweet hopes for the whole night, a hundred en the « 
difficulties preſented themſelves to the mind of 2 perceivec 
ftranger, to oblige me to abandon them. all in the planted 
morning. I often had thoughts of opening my which w 
mind to George. He already had made many ac- there a I 
| quaintances at Paris, and might put me in the | had no 
way the eafier to ſatisfy my impatience. But I © 3% ende 
would not give him this advantage over me, and I returne 
by a ftrange capriciouſneſs I became jealous even apreeabl 
of my own ſecret. | clock; n 
I would not have given you this detail, but to could no 
conduct you to one of the moſt extraordinary ad- though 
. ventares in the world; an adventure that decided the light 
my fate, and which put George in the poſſeſſion of the I after 
empire which he has fince exerciſed over me. I and walk 
went one day to St Germain, from whence Jove made me 
led me back in a good hour to Paris. I did not Rood hal 
fail, before it was dark, to procure myſelf the on- Very mo 
ty ſatisfaction, to which I had referred all my cares, I àtoge 
and I enjoyed it this day more happily than J had ever twenty p 
done before ; becauſe madam de L made her Hall in bla 
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appearance for a long time at her window, I nexer Iume in n 


before 
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before had ſo well diſcerned all her charms, and I con- 


cluded to loſe. myſelf in this dangerous view. She. 


had one of thoſe faces, in which affability and ſweet- 
neſs made the mean parts, and though the luſtre of 
her complexion, and the delicacy of her eyes, darted 
out fire and ſprightlineſs, yet her port and fine ſhape 
joined in adding fuel to my delires. All her form 
and all her motions appeared to be ſuned to my 
heart. She was about the age of my fiſter ; but 
with all the graces of the moſt tender youth ſhe had 
an air of maturity, which made me form an advan- 
tageous judgment of her wit and reaſon, I do not 
know, whether this picture be ſufficient to juſtify 
all that I have felt for her; but insgine that the 
deſcription I have given you of her graces and 
perfections does not come up to what I afterwards diſ- 
covered, when I had the good fortnae to ſee her near, 
and to converſe with her. -* | 

It was impoſſible but that, caſting out her eyes 
on the different objects in the ſtreet, ſhe muſt have 
perceived that mine were tenderly fixed on her. I 
planted myſelf at the door of a coffee-houſe room 
which was near enough to her houſe. I- remained 
there a long time after ſhe had retired ; and although 
| had no further hope to ſee her again, ſince the day 
was ended, yet I could ſcarce ſpare time to ſup before 
I returned to the ſame place where I had ſpent ſuch 
agreeable moments. It was now about eleven o'- 
clock; my imagination did me that ſervice which I 
could no longer receive from my eyes. Nevertheleſs 
thought in the end to retire, when I perceived by 
the light of lanthorns many perſons who came up 
one after the other to the gate of Mr de L — 
and walked into the houſe without noiſe. Curiofity 
made me approach nearer ; I obſerved that the door 
Rood half open, and that ſome new comer went in 
_ moment, who puſhed it foftly without ſhutting 
it altogether. I had already reckoned, nineteen. er 


twenty perſons who had gone in; they were dreſſed 
all in black; but the court of France was at that 
time in mourning, and 1 myſelf was cloathed in the 

ſame 
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Tame colour. Moreover, their air, and the neatneſy 
of their dreſs, did not leave me room to ſuſpect their 
character and intentions. In fine, taking notice that 
this proceſſion was not yet ended, it came into my 
mind to follow the firſt that ſnould next go in, and to 
introduce myſelf with him into the — If it was 
with the knowledge and approbation of the maſter 
that ſuch a multitude of people entered his houſe, I 
was in hopes to remain undiſcovered in the crowd, 
and not only to ſatisfy my curioſity, but it may be to 
get an opportunity of ſeeing madam de L „and 
the happineſs to ſpeak to her a moment. If ſo many 
unknown people went in upon an evil deſign, I ought 
to thank heawm for giving me an opportunity of 
being uſcfu] to a perſon ſo dear, and to defend her 
from a danger which, it may be, threatened her for- 
tune or life, 

I did not boggle a moment after this reflection, 
but entered the court with the firſt perſon whom I 
ſaw arrive, leaving him to go before me only five or 
ſix ſteps. There was only one flambeau to give 
| light. My guide creſſed the court, and I followed 
him rather by the help of my ears than my eyes, 
He paſſed through a porch, and from thence into a 
narrow entry, at the end of which was a pair of 
fairs, Two lanthorns, that hung at the foot of the 
ſteps, (for the ſtairs let one down into a cellar) caſt 
light enough for diſceraing every object about us. 

he unknown turned his * before he went down, 
and not knowing mine, he only ſaluted me civily. 
I continued to low him, although the ſituation of 
the place began to inſpire me with ſame ſuſpicion. I 
arrived at the bottom of the ſtairs, where I was ſur- 
priſed to find the place all at once as lightſome as in 
full day. It was indeed a cellar divided into three 
ſubterraneous walks, the walls of which were filled 
with a vaſt number of wax lights. But till follow- 
ing my guide I] paſſed through the middle walk. 
which led to a vaſt arched hall, where I found myſelf 
in the midſt of more than fifty perſons. The greatelt 
part of them were ſeated, and talking to one another 
| in 
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in a low voice with-great decency and modeſty, They 
ſaluted me, on making my appearance. Though my 
confuſion was great, I was too far engaged not to wiſh 
to be a witneſs of the end of this ſcene; and the 
air of good breeding and honour, which prevailed 
in the company, protected me againſt all ſorts of 
fears; I did not ſcruple to take a place on the near- 
eſt chair to me. They looked on me from every 
ſide, and I perceived that my preſence raiſed ſome 
aſtoniſhment. But I affected to preſerve an eaſy and 
natural countenance, reſolved to wait at leaſt until 
they took notice what they thought of my aſſurance. 
I was ſoon delivered from this unealineſs by the 
arrival of many ladies whom a ſervant went to 
ſummon. They all got up to receive them, which 
occaſioned a diſorder favourable for my views in the 
allembly. Every one beginning to mix and to croſs 
one another in the throng, I did not at all doubt but 
I ſhould in a little time obtain my deſires; and 1 
waited with.a ſtrong impatience to get a fight of the 
ladies, among whom I hoped to ſee madam de L 
appear. She indeed entered the firſt. I have given 
you a faint deſcription of all her charms, and of the 
a2itation of my heart. I was but about ten paces 
from her. If I had given way to my tranſport, I 
ſhould have caſt myſelf at her feet. She ſat down 
with the ladies who accompanied her. All the men 
remained ſtanding. They kept ſilence for more than 
a quarter of an hour, which time I employed in 
contemplating on my love. It is not that I did not 
alſo make ſome reflections on a fight ſo ſtrange as 
that which I had before mine eyes; for I had as yet 
obſerved nothing that could make me judge what was 
the drift of all this ceremony: But whether it would 
end in what was agreeable or tragical, this I was ſure 
of, that from the ſatis faction I enjoyed, it could contain 
nothing but ſweetneſs for me. | 
Nevertheleſs, . what followed would have terrified 
me a little, had I been more ſubject to fear. Four 
men brought in a great cheſt, which they laid down 
in the middle of the room. They opened it, in order 
Vor. I. 2 | to 
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to draw out a ſhapeleſs bundle, which I immediately 
knew to be a corps cloathed with the laſt ornaments 
of the dead. A deep ſilence was kept through the 
whole aſſembly. At the ſame moment I ſaw a coflin 
of a black colour, into which the corps was put, and 
without any ceremony depoſited in the grave that was 
opened in one corner of the ſame room, and which! 
had not before perceived. It was filled with earth in 
an inſtant, and with ſo much neatneſs and care, that 
it would be difficult to find the place again. An 
action of this nature might have filled me with hor- 
rible ideas; but not being able to think ill of an 
aſſembly which appeared to me to be compoted of 
worthy people, and in which many woraen of faſhion 
had voluntarily aſſiſted, I apprehended a part of the 
truth, and the reſt was ſoon after cleared up to me, 
All the aſſiſtants ranged themſelves in order, to make 
room in the midſt of them for a perſon whom I had 
already diſtinguiſhed by ſome marks of authority. 
They prepared themſelves to liſten to him, and he 
conſequently, to make a diſcourſe upon the ſubject 
that brought them together, when a word or two 
whiſpered to him by ſomebody in his ear, made him 
entirely change his order. 'This was no mere than to 
communicate the ſame ſecret in a low voice, with 
great precaution to hinder me from underſtanding what 
he ſaid ; and the company being divided in knots 
to entertain themſelves apart, I remained alone in 
the middle of the room, expoſed to all their eyes. 
madam de L perceived me, and recovered me 
from my confuſion, I was better in her memory than 
I could have imagined. She was touched at my em- 
barraſment by a motive more favourable than I dur: 
have conceived ; and opening her mouth with an au— 
thority which the abſence of her father gave her in 
his houſe, ſhe declared, that if diſorder aroſe from 
my preſence, they might compoſe themſelves upon her 
word, becauſe her ker knew me, and that ſhe 
would be my ſurety. This goodneſs, of which love 
much more than fear made me ſenfible of the full 
value, pierced my heart with tenderneſs and gr 
| 5 ___ titude 
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titude. _ I advanced toward her immediately with a 
free air. A” wink of her eye made me perfectly 
comprehend the manner in which I ought to conduct 
myſelf; and playing my part well enough, I revived 
the tranquillity and confidence of the aſſembly. The 
diſcourſe was pronounced, and was a Chriſtian ex- 
hortation to draw that benefit from the death of ano- 


As I was not far from madam L 
means to whiſper me, that ſhe wanted to diſcourſe with 
me before my departure, and defired me to wait in 
ſome of the, chambers till all the company had retired. 
had no need to have an order ſo favourable repeated. 
At length I began to retire, taking the ſame way 
back by which I entered, and I defired the firſt ſer- 
vant I ſaw to ſhew me into a place that was not expo- 
ſed to the eyes of the company. He made no ſeru- 
ple of opening a room, when ] aſſured him it was to 
wait the commands of his miſtreſs, I then for a 
quarter of an hour experienced all the anxiety of 
love. Without daring to conjeQure from what mo- 
tive it was that ſhe deſired to diſcourſe with me, I threw 
myſelf into all the fituations that hope or fear could 
ſuggeſt to me, and I ſought for expreſſions that might 
be capable of correſponding with my ſentiments. 
But the diſorder I felt in ſeeing her, rendered all my 
ſtudy unprofitable. She entered into the place where 
I was, attended by an old woman, whom I took to 
be her governeſs. Very well! ſays ſhe, as ſhe came 
in, you ought to grant that you have ſome obligation 
to me: But I would fain be informed what brought 
you here, and how you contrived to get in without 
being known to any of the company. I related to 
her faithfully what chance had made me obſerve at 
her gate; and that doubting ſhe might be under ſome 
circumſtances of fear, the deſire of doing her ſer- 
vice at the hazard even of my life, if it were neceſ- 
ſary, had made me take the courſe I did of following 
ſo many perſons whom I ſaw go into her houſe. I 
am obliged to you, replied ſhe, but this is not ſuf- 


ficient. Are you a Catholic? I anſwered in the af- 


E 2 firmative. 
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firmative. Then, ſaid ſhe, interrupting me, it is ne- 
ceſſary you ſhou'd be a man of honour not to make 
an ill uſe of what you have ſeen, and that you pive 
me your word upon that point. You know what 
we are. I proteſted to her, that I had not the leaſt 
conception of what I had ſeen, and that I ſhould 
mortally regret my indiſcretion, if the honour it 
gave me of converſing with her had not put it out 
of my power to repent of it ; that however having 
not ſeen any thing but what appeared to me to be 
prudent and commendable, I ſhould be under no great 
difficulty to keep ſilence, and more eſpecially as her 
will was a law which obliged me to a vow of 
honouring her all my life. No, ſays ſhe, I cannot 
but think you myſt have formed ftrange ideas from 
what you have ſeen, if I did not inform you that we 
are proteſtants of the confeſſion of Luther, and that 
the public exerciſe of our religion being denied us 
here, we inter our dead privately. This is all the 
myſtery. My father, who is very zealous for his 
faith, has on purpoſe dug this vault in which we aſ- 
ſemble. She added, that it was very fortunate for me 
that he was abſent, becauſe being of a cholerick tem- 
per, he might have taken great offence at my bold- 
neſs; but that this reaſon ought ſtil] to make me pay 
the more regard to her requeſt nat to diſcloſe the 
ſecret, becauſe ſhe would be the firſt perſon expoſed 
to his reſentment ; and, if I would allow her for her 
own intereſt to give me a little advice, I could not 
do better than on his return to ſeek for a ſpeedy op- 
portunity of making an acquaintance with him, to 
prevent any miſchievous interpretations that he might 
make on what ſhe had done in my favour. 

If in my anſwers I had dropt any amorous ex- 
— had pretended 
not to underſtand, I acknowledge that the weak 
opinion I always had of myſelf did not ſuffer me all 
at once to enter more fully into the meaning of her 
advice, But as I knew her opinion fully upon the 
ſubje& of our converſation I promiſed out of 
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into deſpair, becauſe the preſence of the governante 


jk prevented me from declaring to her my tender ſenti- 
* ments, and more eſpecially when ſhe informed me, 
it that it was full time for her to think of retiring, 


| When ſhall I find again, ſays I, ſo fortunate an op- 
d portunity? I ſhall die of grief ſhould I be diſ- 


it appointed of it. This reflection made me paſs ſo 
ut headlong over all my fears, that 1 followed the firſt 
8 thought with which love inſpired me. It is juſt, 
be madam, replied I with an eaſy air, after the good 
at offices you have done me, that I ſhould inform you 
** who I am, and what in duty I am obliged to; but 1 
x have ſome reaſons, added I, approaching her, which 


will not ſuffer me to diſcover myſelf in this place to 
* any body but you. I then continued to addreſs her in 
a tone that the other could not hear me, that I ſhould 
* be the moſt fortunate man in the world, if- I could 
* have the opportunity of letting her know, and the 
Et ſat is faction of finding ſhe approved of what had paſſed 
Fu in my heart for theſe two months paſt ; but that I 
** ſhould go away the moſt miſerable man, if ſhe did not 
me ſuffer me to carry off theſe hopes. Her bluſhes, and 
* her fears that I ſhould be overheard, made me im- 
d. mediately draw back; but I added in retiring, behold 
ay madam, who I am; you ſee whether it be a matter 
the of importance to me to take ſuch cautious meaſures 
ſed in diſcovering myſelf; it is to your goodneſs that I 
her fruit fo precious a ſecret. She recovered readily from 
not her confuſion ; and giving me freſh notice that it 
op- was time to part, ſhe ſaid to me with great ſweetneſs, 
to that my ſecret ſhould be in no danger from her, but 
ht that having adviſed me to make an acquaintance with 
her father, it might perhaps have been better that I 
ex. had reſerved it for him. Judge with what ſentiments * 
Jed of joy I received this anſwer. If I wanted to have 
moderated them a moment, it was only to give my- 
ſelf up to tranſport as ſoon as I had got abroad, In 
reality, what an exceſs of good fortune was this! A 
ſtranger, without alliance, and without protection, 
to find himſelf favoured all at once in his moſt dear 
wiſhes ;- to love the moſt charming creature in Paris, — 
E 3 IT to- 
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to ſee the full meaſure of his fortune heaped up by 
the hopes of pleaſing her, and not to ſee any thing 
but ſubjects of admiration and love! For I have not 
deſcribed to you the half of her charms ; I have told 
you only what amazed me at my ſeparation from 
her; but imagine to yourſelf 

I interrupted Patrick in the midſt of this over. 
flowing of his heart. 1 conceived, ſaid I, that the 
acquainting me with your love might have been ne- 
ceſſary to throw a light upon your affairs; but you 
ought to ſpare theſe paſſionate details, which appriſe 
me of nothing but what I may ſuppoſe, and which 
my profeſſion does not permit me to hear without 
ſome confuſion. Depend upon it that I have no need 
of any other motives than my affeQion to intereſt 
myſelf in your pleaſures and anxieties. 'This diſcourſe 
threw him all in a heap. He embraced, and conjured 
me not to take away from him the only conſolation 
he had left. I open to you my heart, ſays he; you 
ought to hear me out. If you would know my mis- 
fortunes, Why will you refuſe to be acquainted with 
the ſource of them? Alas! nothing now remains of 
all the felicity, of all the favours which I have 
vaunted to you; at leaft liſten to all the reaſons 
which Lhave to regret them. 

He” nroceeded thus in his relation. Fancy then to 
yourſelf a thouſand charms, of which I have not 
finiſhed the deſcription, but whereof you may make 
a much better judgment, from the impreſſion they 
made on my heart. I had too much joy to contain 
it all within myſelf. The day following I thought 
that a lover could mot forego the aſſiſtance of a 
friend, be it either to applaud his happineſs, or to 
aſſiſt him every moment with his advice. I already 
experienced the neceſſity of this opinion, from the 
perplexity wherein I ſtood in the new conduct that J 
ought to obſerve in my love. Muſt 1 ſee madam 
de L at her houſe, or defer it till the return of 


her father? To write to her in this interval, or to 
continue to preſent myſelf before her window with 


the ſame reſpect and the ſame ſilence? There was 
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no need of art or ſtudy to knew how to love; but 
I was not yet ſenſible how much art and ſtudy was 
neceſſary for the continual regulation of a violent 
paſſion, when a man would contain himſelf within 
the bounds of decorum and honour. This thought 
might probably have perſuaded me not to take any 
ether confidant than you, if I had not dreaded the 
rigour of your principles. I had no choice left but 
either of Mr de Peſſes, or my brother. I had ſome 


diffidence in the fidelity of the firſt, becauſe of his 


extraordinary attachment to you; and I conſidered 
moreover, that for making an. acquaintance with 
Mr de L „and for other events that might ariſe, 
I ſhould always draw more advantage and honour 
from the mediation of my brother. 

I made haſte then to ſee him, and he received the 
confidence I put in him with all the tokens of a lively 
ſatisfaction, I am in raptures, ſays he, that you 
have begun to think of yourſelf. Do not have the 
leaſt — that I will not aid you to the utmoſt 
of my power. If madam de L—— be ſuch as you 
have deſcribed her, and diſpoſed in the manner you 
flatter yourſelf, I ſhall not only conſider your enter- 
priſe as the trial of a heart, which may help to 
ſhew you a very gallant man, but as an introduction 
itſelf to ſomething ſolid. Is ſherich? added he. I could 
not give him a ſatisfactory anſwer to this queſtion ; 
but an air of neatneſs and plenty (ſays I) which 
I ſaw 1n the houſe, makes m | 
tune. It is enough, ſays George the ambition of a 
younger brother. of Ireland ought to have bounds. 
It were only to be wiſhed, that ſhe was of the ſame 
religion as we. But as ſhe may poſſibly change her 
ſentiments in that particular, the main point is, that 
ſhe be amiable enough to content your heart, and 
rich enough to provide for you an eſtabliſhment. He 
promiſed me further, that before night he ſhould be 
in a way to aid me either with his perſon or counſels. 
We agreed, that while he was employing himſelf in 
my ſervice, I ſhould return to Saiſons ; and that from. 
the apprehenſion of _— you oppolite to our pro- 
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jects, we ſhould beforehand uſe all ſorts of precautions 
to deceive you. I immediately went to give you an 
accouut of my journey to St Germain, and towards 
evening I teok another pretence to return to Paris. 
George was already far advanced. You have always 
ſhewed yourſelf, ſaid he, ſeeing me appear, more af. 
fectionate to the dean than to me. I am anfwerable 
to you for the ſucceſs of your amour, and the eſta- 
bliſhment of your fortyge. In reality, as you know 
him to be bold and enterpriſing, he did more in one 
afternoon, than I could have expected to have accom- 
pliſhed by my own addreſs in many weeks. He re- 
counted to me, that under pretence of buying ſome 
trinkets from a merchant, whoſe houſe joined to 
that of Mr de L „ he dextrouſly got information 
of his affairs and correſpondence ; and that having 
underſtood, among other circumſtances, that the 
overnante whom he had placed over his daughter, 
after the death of his wife, was an old lady from 
Ireland. He immediately took the hint of another 
deſign, the ſucceſs of which might fill me with joy. 
Re went to 1aquire after this lady, having firſt 
learned her name. He gave her an account of our fa- 
mily, for which ſhe expreſſed a great regard ; and im- 
proving the thought into the inclination which people 
from the ſame country ought to ſhew in obliging one 
another, he prayed her in confidence to inform him, 
h he would ſoon declare to her, 
character and circumſtances of 
Fhis daughter. She gare a very 
honourable account both of the one and the other ; 
upon which 3 informed her, that this teſtimony 
had cured him of a mortal inquictude; that having 
a brother younger than himſelf, who had conceived 
an extreme paſſion for madam de L „ and who 


appeared reſolved to ſacrifice all other hopes of an 
eſtabliſhment to his love, he had apprehended that 
his brother had given an ill turn to his views and 
expectations; but that far from condemning him after 
what he had heard, he intreated her to favour bis 


pretenſions upon occaſion, and to do him all the good 
offices 
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offices with her miſtreſs in her power. He preſented 
to her a diamond of ſome value, which ſhe made no 
difficulty of receiving, and which was perhaps the 
thing that contributed as much as our country and 
name to the obtaining a declaration of the ſecret of 
madam de L - She aſſured my brother, that if 
I was, as ſhe had no reaſon to doubt, the ſame young 
man, who had for about two months paſt aſſiduouſly 
endeavoured to engage the looks of madam de L-. 
I ought to be highly ſatisfied with my lot; that my 
appearance, and the conſtancy of my application, had 
made a ſurpriſing impreſſion on her; and that without 


doubt her paſſion would increaſe, when ſhe came to be 


informed of my birth. George added, that he had 
preſſed her to procure me the ſatisfaction of ſecing 
my miſtreſs, and that he had found her intractable upon 
that point. I would ſerve you, faid ſhe to him, but 
I would not betray the confidence of Mr de L 
She had the ſame diſcretion in concealing from him 
the adventure of the preceding day, of which his 
diſcourſe with her could not give the leaſt ſuſpicion 
that he was informed of it; and ſhe adviſed me to 
purſue the paths of honeur in authoriſiag my paſſion 
by an acquaintance with her father, who was ex- 
pected at Paris in a few days. Nevertheleſs, ſhe 
could not reej< another propolz!, which was, to grant 
himſelf the liberty of ſaluting m de L She 
took a minute to diſpoſe her M iſit; and be un- 
expected explanations which WWdiſcovered @ her, 
obtained her conſent to admit of it. In fine, George 
informing me of the charming qualitics he had obſer- 
ved in madam de L———, and the tender acknow- 


ledgments he had drawn from her in my favour, ſini- 


ſhed the inflaming me to an inexpreſſible degree, and 

made me indeed the molt paſhouate of all mortals. 
Have I ſerved you well, ſaid he then, and do you 

believe me your friend? It was with difficulty I 


found terms to expreſs my 1 to him. 


Depend upon it, replied he, I will undertake to ma- 
nage your acquaintance and friendſhip with Mr de 


L——; and I fee nothing on any fide that does not 
E 5 promiſe. . 
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promiſe as happy an end to your love as you can 
with for. But, continued he, having been in a deep 
ſtudy for ſome moments, Are you 65 much taken up 
with your own concerns, that you abandon intirely 
the intereſts of poor Roſe? In what ſituation then is her 
marriage with Mr de Peſſes ? Do you conſent to this 
infamy? Muſt the caprices of the dean ruin the 
fortune of a girl ſo amiable? I muſt abſolutely deli- 
ver her out of his hands. Conſider whether you will 
contribute to do her this piece of ſervice. A diſ- 
courſe ſo little expected threw me into the laſt confuſion. 
In my turn I remained penſive, and like a man, as it 
were, in a dream; but he preſſed me inſtantly ro anſwer. 

Indeed I at firſt trembled at this propoſal, and all 
my reflections fell upon you; I could not ſupport the 
thoughts of cauſing you ſo mortal a vexation as to 


force from you my ſiſter again. It is not to perſuade- 
you of my ſentiments that I make this proteſtation; 


my only view is to be fincere in my ſtory. Let me 
not be ſo underſtood, as if I intended to caſt upon 
George all thoſe things which you found odious in our 
laſt reſolutions. You ſhould acknowledge it as well 


as I, he is honeſt and 3 and I owe him this 


Juſtice, that if the reſentment of the injury that he 
thought you did him had alienated him too much 
from you, yet he has never forbore to maintain for 
you the ſentiments of a brother, and to conſider your 
intereſts as his own. But in five, I am leſs culpable 
than he, and I find à ſatisfaction in telling you fo ; for 


- heaveu is the witneſs of the fincere attachment I have 


always had to you, and of the torment which al] your 
troubles have occaſioned me. Let our diſcontents die, 
ſaid I, a thouſand times to George; ke loves us with the ex- 
tremeſt tenderneſs, and our ingratitude pierces his heart. 
I interrupted Patrick a-new, and, borne down by my 
aticaion, which was renewed by thoſe teſtimonies 
of his, yes, dear brother, ſays I, embracing him, I 
know your heart is ſuch as you have explained it ; 
that there is nothing good and virtuous but what it is 
diſpoſed to relith, and that it is not capable of volun- 
tarily renouncing its duty. I begin to . 
Wat 


what 
ſion tl 
empire 
to find 
am co 
and ſu 
that c 
pants, 
more | 
ledge 


lation, 


nour © 
confeſs 
her; t 
he tool 
part a 
his ſent 
ſhip, ſ. 
noblem 
is rich, 
not ſee 


We mi 


be an 


the pic 
— i 
inceſſan 
labour 
any dif 
— ſo 
edge o 

f gre 
which 
which 


The Dean of Col RRAIX Rx. 109 


what it was that eſtranged you from me. It is a paſ- 
ſion that you have faffered to aſſume too great an 
empire over you. You have been flattered in that 
to find your repoſe. Heaven has not permitted it, I 


am confident of that. A few moments of a trifling joy, 


and ſubje& to a thouſand changes, are not the things 
that compoſe the happineſs after which your heart 
pants. It is made for another love, and for a felicity 
more perfect. Sooner or later it will obtain the know- 


ledge and the taſte of it; but go on with your re- 


lation, which I have interrupted too long. 


He proceeded thus: in vain did I repreſent to 


George the repugnance I had to give you any grief. 
He anſwered, that you had not ſo much confiderati- 


on for him, when you carried away my ſiſter from 


the hotel de Carnavallet, you then left him for twenty - 


four hours in an 1nquietude which ſeemed little to 
affect you; and moreover that his views tended : 


to nothing but the advancement of Roſe and the ho- 


nour of our family, as you ſhould be obliged to- 
confeſs one day or another by what he would do for 
her; that I ſhould be always a witneſs of every ſtep 
he took, and that he would begin immediately to im- 
part a ſecret to me that ſhould at once let me into 


his ſentiments. I have commenced. a ſtrict friend- 


ſhip, ſays he, with my lord Linch, a young Iriſh 
nobleman, whoſe name you are acquainted with. He 


is rich, and his own mater. I am perſuaded he can- 


not ſee Roſe without having an inclination for her. 


We muſt take care that nothing happens which may 


be an imputation to us. I confeſs, added he, that 
the picture I have drawn of her has raiſed an earneſt. 


deſire in him to ſee her, and he talks of her to me 
inceſſantly. You mult act your part at Saiſons, by 


labouring to make my ſiſter reliſh my project; or if 
any difficulty ariſes, at leaſt contrive a way that I may 
have ſome converſation with her without the know- 


edge of Mr de Peſſes or the dean. 


greedily embraced this laſt part of the ſcheme, . 
which would relieve me from an employment for 


which. I had no great appetite, The night 2 - 
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the only time that J could pitch upon to admit him 
ſecretly at Saiſons, we agreed that he ſhould be there 
the next night, and that I ;ſhould prepare Roſe for 
this viſit. I left him as well ſatisfied with this pro- 
miſe as I was pleaſed with the happy news he had 
told me; and as there remained yet day enough to 
give me hopes of ſeeing madam de I, I repaired 
to the ſtreet, where ſhe was ſome time without my 
perceiving her at the window. She was there never- 
theleſs, but concealed behind the curtain. I had paſſed 
near a quarter of an hour at the coffee houſe door, 
when I thought I had diſcovered her by an opening 
ſhe made in the curtain in moving without precau- 
tion. The fear of diſpleaſing her, when ſhe appear- 
ed deſirous not to be ſeen, prevented me from ſaluting 
her; but I thought, that being favoured by the day, 
ſhe might make her remarks on me with>eaſe. I had 
ſome difficulty to moderate my tranſports, which were 
continually on the watch to betray me. In the end, 
putting aſide the curtain ſhe ſhewed herſelf, and I out 
of hand made her my acknowledgments by a bow, 
itrangly enlivened by the impatience I had to meet 
this happy moment. She ſaluted me with civility, 
but without diſcovering any token of an intelligence 
between us. She. then affected to turn her eyes to 
another ſide, whilſt mine were conſtantly rivetted on 
her. I know not what her thoughts were at that 
moment; but her heart, which was ſo happily pre- 
poſſeſſed in my favour, did not ſuffer her very long 
to do herſelf ſo much violence, and me ſo much 
injuſtice. ne brought back her eyes on me a- 
gain by degrees, which at length encountered with 
mine, Woe hoth bluſhed, in diſcovering in each 
others eycs all that tenderneſs which we were in- 
chanted to find in them. I forgot myſelf in this 
delicious contemplation, loſt in a thouſand thoughts 
to which till now I was an utter ſtranger. I taſted 
more pleaſures than I ever before had in idea, when 
a ſervant of the houſe coming abroad by chance 
left the door open. I immediately loſt ſight of all 
obſtacles, and, hurried oa by charms that ated 3 


all my 
court, 
if I h 
me m. 
anſwe 


and f. 


charg 
to me 
be off 
indiſct 
was t! 


young 
return 
proacl 
fo mu 
power 
explai 
have ti 
condu 
We 
givin 
that 
and y. 
Catho 


late m 


many, 
We re 
droug 


The Dean of COLERAINE, 111 


all my ſenſes, I croſſed the ſtreet and entered into the 
court. I ſhonld have even gone up to her apartment, 
if I had not met another 3 who demanded ot 
me my buſineſs. I remained without giving him an 
anſwer; nevertheleſs, in an inſtant I came to myſelf, 
and fearing, that after what had been given me in 
charge the day before, and what had been confirmed 
to me that preſent day by my brother, ſhe would 
be offended at my boldneſs, I choſe to conceal this 
indiſcretion, by aſking only for madam Gerald, which 
was the name of the old Iriſh lady, whom George 
had brought over to my intereſts, 

I was introduced into a chamber, where ſhe did not 
make me wait long before ſhe appeared. I knew her 
to be the ſame lady who was the evening before with 
madam de L She would have been gone that 
moment; becauſe having ſeen me croſs the ftreet and 
come directly to the houſe, ſhe doubted not it was I 
who had inquired for her. I opened my mouth in or- 
der to excuſe myſelf, and afterwards to let her know 
that I was the brother of my lord C —, to whom 
ſhe had made me a promiſe of favouring my love. But 


ſhe took me up ſhort, and told me, that ſhe had no 


need of ſuch inſtructions. You are an inconſiderate 
young man, ſaid ſhe to me, to appear here before the 
return of Mr de L. „ and I am come to re- 
proach you with your indifcretion: But I find myſelf 
fo much diſpoſed in your favour, that I have not the 
power to do it. Sit you down, continued ſhe, I will 
explain to you what our ſentiments are here, what you 
have to pretend to, and in what manner you ought to 
conduct yourſelf. 

We ſat down. She let fall her voice, and without 
giving me time to thank her, you know, ſays The, 
that Mr de I and his daughter are Lutherans, 
and you are ſurpriſed without doubt to ſee an Irith 
Catholic in the houſe of them. I was a friend to the 
late madam de L , who took me withher toGer- 


many, where her huſband was an envoy from court. 


We reſided there many years, during which time ſhe 
drought her daughter into the world. A dangerous 
curioſit y 
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eurioſity having carried Mr de L to make inqui. 
ries into the religion of the country, he took ſo 
great a taſte for it, that he embraced it, and by an 
effect of the ſame zeal, employed all his efforts and 
addreſs to gain over the mind of his ſpouſe, whom 
he made alſo a Lutheran. Their daughter was con- 
ſequently educated in the ſame principles. They 
ſpared no pains to inſpire me with them; but the ſue- 
cour of heaven ſupported me againſt all ſorts of fe. 
ductions. I did not ceaſe living with with them in the 
ſame amity and union, without believing that I had 
a right to reaſon upon the conduct of others; and 
the envoy himſelf, who knew my quiet and calm 
character, and my attachment to his family, loft no- 
thing of the confideace which he always had in me. 
Some time after, he was recalled to court, where, not- 
withitanding all the precautions he had obſerved, ſu- 
ſpicions were entertained of his change. He had vo- 
luntarily renounced his country to fix his reſidence 
and eſtabliſhment in Germany, but a conſiderable 
eſtate that he had in France, obliged him to return 
there with his family, and perſiſting in the ſame notions 
of religion, he undertook, in order to make himſelf 
eaſy under the reſtraints to which he was obliged by 
the king's edicts, to render all the good offices of 
zeal and charity in his power to the {mall number of 
Lutherans that live at Paris: So that he is become 
as it were their common father, and has made a 
kind of church and burying place of his houſe, 


Death robbed him of his wife about two years 


ago; ſhe was not ſo firmly ſettled in his opinions, 
but that the approach of eternity raiſed in her pier- 
cing alarms. It was in one of theſe moments of 
1 that ſhe opened to me her heart, with 
uch marks of inquietude that gaze me to underſtand, 
that her tenderneſs for her huſbad was the principal 
motive of her change. I preſſed her to be recon- 
ciled to the church, and I privately procured her the 
aid of an eccleſiaſtic, who at lengthy reſtored peace 
to her conſcience, She obliged me to declare to her 


daughter 
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daughter in what religion ſhe had died, and to ex- 
hort her to profit by her mother's example. 


Although theſe laſt counſels of a dying mother have 
all the impreſſions 


not made on Madam de L 
that I could deſire, yet I can make a good conjec- 
ture of her diſpoſitions, when I-ſee her ſupplicating 


her father to continue me about her. He loves 


her tenderly, and is too well ſatisfied with my 
conduct to refuſe her this favour, I have held 
with her the place of a mother ſince ſhe loſt her own. 
The confidence and friendſhip ſhe has placed in 
me have no bounds ; ſhe has not had theſe two years 
either thoughts or ſentiments that ſhe has not com- 


municated to me. All my pains have been applied 


to wean her inſenſibly from her religion, ſometimes 
by repeating to her the laſt words of her mother, 
and ſometimes in raiſing objections and doubts, ac- 
cording to the meaſures of my own underſtanding :. 
But the fear of rendering myſelf ſuſpected by too ar- 


dent a zeal, and upon the whole, the diſcretion I am 


obliged to uſe to her father, have obliged me to mo- 
derate my exhortations and counſels. I ſow; it is 
heaven malt bleſs my efforts, in making me one day, 
gather the fruits I hope for, 

In fine, added madam Gerald, as it is ſeldom that 


Lam abſent from her, it was about two months aga. + 


that we perceived you from our windows, and re- 
marked with what admiration you caſt your eyes 
towards us. I did not in the leaſt doubt but that 
this was the effect of the charms of my pupil, and 
I made war on her in banters. . She granted that 


your diligence did not diſpleaſe her, and that your 
demeanour gained on her mightily.- I have not yet 


infpired her with thoſe ſevere maxims, which make 
a young lady fear the fight of a' handſome man, 


and which augment her danger, by. giving her too 


much knowledge in the diſtruſt of them; ſooner or 
later the heart muſt love ſomething ; and it is not. 
lach a dangerous propenfion with which modeſty is 
obliged to be at perpetual war. It was proper that 


he ſhould have clear notions given. her of theſe 
N | | things, 
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things, not to let her follow a blind courſe, and 
in the mean time think to fortify herſelf enough 
to ſtop always at juſt bounds. I had accuſtomed 
madam de L by theſe principles, not only 
not to give herſelf anxiety about the indeliberate 
movements of the heart, but never to ſurrender her. 
ſelſ to them inconſiderately; and I made a better 
account of this ſort of virtue, than of all the af. 
fected grimaces to which our ſex have given that 
name. It was agreed then that you ſhould pleaſe 
her, and I had no other objection to make to her, 
than the imprudence ſbe ſhewed in taking a liking to a 
porn unknown. You muſt continue to come regular. 
y to the neighbouring coffee-houſe, or oppoſite to 
our windows She will not once loſe the oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing you, although ſhe will not always 
ſhew herſelf to you. You may keep an account 
of all your pains; and I muſt tell you, that after 
having conſidered, that a love as timorous and re- 
ſpectful as yours, ought to proceed frem another 
ſource than lightneſs or libertiniſm, I feel myſelt 
ſtrongly inclined to wiſh that your birth and cha- 
racer may be found anſwerable to what is ſaid of you 
abroad. I had the ſame confuſion in anſwering my 
ward, when ſhe conſulted me upon the progreſs of her 
love. Wait, ſaid I, to her, time will ſhew whether 
he be worthy of you ; he will find the way ſooner or 
later to unfold himſelf: But remain always miſtreſs of 
your heart. She aſſared me, that granting you were 
ſuch a perſon as ſhe imagines you, he would have no 
great pain in vanquiſhing her inclinations, if the event 
ſhould not anſwer appearances ; but that ſhe ſhould 
have a mortal regret to find herſelf deceived : Aud 
ſhe confeſſed, that you appeared to be formed to make 
her happy. | 

.O Gods! cried I, interrupting madam Gerald, 
have I been ſo long ignorant of my happinels ! 
Permit me then to 2 her, and that I may go and 
die with joy and acknowledgment at her feet. No, 
replied ſhe, it is a matter determined; you muſt. 
not ſpeak to her, but by the conſent of her father. 
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But hearken to this that ought to ſuſtain your hopes: 
ſince the time that ſhe diſcourſed wich you, and 
that I have ſpoke myſelf to your brother, we are re- 
ſolved to do for you every thing that may contri- 
bute to render Mr de L favourable. He 
paſſionately loves his daughter, and has declared to 
her a thouſand times that he would leave her at li- 
berty to pleaſe her heart in the choice of a huſband. 
Whatever your lot be, the want of riches ſhall be 
no obſtacle. Madam de L— — 1s an heireſs, who 
can make the fortune of the man ſhe loves. There 
is nothing but the difference of religion that makes 
me dread a ſtorm; but we have provided againit every 
accident with a zeal that will convince you that we 
ſhall in earneſt buſy ourſelves in your concerns. When 


you ſhall have inſinuated yourſelf into the friendſhip 


of Mr de L , and that we can, upon a further 
acquaintance better than at preſent, be ſatisfied that 
you merit the opinion we have conceived of you, if 
-we do not ſee that he is inclined to make you happy, 
we ſhall then wait till either his death or-the age of 
his daughter ſets us at liberty. We ſhall be reſpon- 
fible to you for our perſeverance. All theſe reſoluti - 
ons, added ſhe, are taken this day. You cannot have 
a notion with what excels of joy we received the 
explications made by your brother. He preſented 
me with a diamond, which I received as z pledge of 
her good faith and your's. Veſternight you ſaw me 
embarraſſed ; and although the advice which madam 
de L - gave you to make an acquaintance with 
her father came from me, I was diſpleaſed with her 
laſt anſwer, which appeared to me to be too favour- 
able for a perſon unknown. But to-day I give no fur- 
ther limits to your hopes, nor to the paſſion I have 
to do you ſervice. 
Ah! ſays 1 to her, kiſſing her hands, you do 
more for my happineſs than I could expect from the 
united power of men and fortune, But do you be- 
lieve I can live, if you do not grant me this moment 


the pleaſure of ſeeing madam de I. , of ſpeaking '- 


to. her, of aſſuring her a thouſand times that I adore 
her, 
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her, that I abandon to her my life and my deſtiny ? 
She proteſted to me a-new, that it was a fruitleſs requeſt; 
. that I ſhould not fail to come, according to cuſtom, 
to the neighbouring coffee-houſe 3 and ſhould not ſuf. 
fer myſelf to fall into deſpair from theſe counterfeit 
rigours ; but, that they might have nothing to re- 
proach themſelves with, I ſhould abſolutely wait the 
return of Mr de L „ and that they wiſhed he 
might readily approve of my viſits, From the trou- 
ble of ſeeing a pleaſure as it were torn from me, 
which I thought within my reach, and for which the 
tranſports I was in would have made me ſacrifice an 
empire, it came into my mind, that madam Gerald 
who had received a diamond from my brother, might 
alſo be ſenſible of . ſome liberality of this nature from 
me, and nothing preſenting itſelf to my memory im- 
. mediately but my ſhare of our thirty thouſand livres; 
I ſaid to her, without cenfidering any thing, that 
though my quality of younger brother had made me 
loſe my ſhare in the diviſion of the jewels of our fami- 
ly, yet I had abont a thouſand piſtoles in money, which 
was all I had brought from Ireland; and that this ſum 
ſhould be at her ſervice, it ſhe would procure me the 
ſatisfaction I requeſted, which favour ſhe had it in 
her power to grant me. Whatever imprudence was 
in this offer, I made it from the bottom of my heart. 
I know not in what light it appeared to madam 
Gerald ; though ſhe ought to have looked upon it as 
ſincere, yet ſhe was ſo provoked, that ſhe left me 
without making any anſwer, and immediately went 
up to the apartment of madam de L » from 
whence ſhe returned in about four minutes with the 
happy permiſſion of conducting me to her. Come, 
ſays ſhe, taking me by the hand, you are a lover 
of a character intirely new, and which well deſerves 
that we ſhould relax ſomething, to prevent your death 
or ruin. However, as we went up ftairs, ſhe exact - 
ed from me a promiſe upon oath, that I ſhould not 
again demand the ſame favour until the return ot 
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not help to diminiſh the pleaſure I was going to en- 
joy; I ſwear, ſaid I to her, to obey you eternally : 
And ſeeing madam de L——-, who ſtood expecting us, 
I threw myſelf on my knees with as much devotion as 
if I had been entering a church. I ſhould not have 


quitted that poſture, if ſhe had not abſolutely com- 


manded me to be ſeated. We commenced a conver- 
ſation, in which love had no other bonds than honour 
and modeſty, But I will forbear relating the cir- 
cumſtances, becauſe the ſeverity of your maxims 
will not ſuffer you willingly to hear them. I paſled 
two hours with madam de L-—, in which I ſhewed 
nothing but one continual tranſport ; and in taking 
my leave, I carried away wherewithal to make me 
happy for whole ages, only from the remembrance 
of ſo much love and pleaſure. 

It was too late to communicate my good fortune to 
George. I thought of nothing but to reach Saiſons; 


where, full of joy, which made me appear thoughtful 


and abſent, I had the pleaſure of ſeeing you attribute 
to my melancholly humour the moſt delightful medi- 


tations that could employ the mind of a lover Roſe. 


was alone, to whom I thought proper to diicover my 


ſ:cret, as well to flatter my own heart by imp*riing © 
vit, as to prepare her for the viſit of my brother. I 


p..;Ted one part of the night in painting the charms of 
madam de L „and I raiſed in my. ſiſter an eager 
deſire to become her friend. As ſhe had already 
truſted me with the ſtate of her heart, and that I 
was convinced her ſentiments for Mr de Peſſes were 
intirely changed from what I believed ſhe had for him 


in Ireland, nothing hindered me from declaring to her 


off. hand, that George's deſign was to procure her a 
lover. She anſwered me, that ſhe would not engage 
in any thing without your participation. You are more 
prudent than I, ſays I to her; but J leave your affairs 
to be unfolded by George, who will be here to- mor- 
row-night, and who deſires to be with you in private. 
We took our meaſures to receive him in my chamber, 

| wherg 


I promiſed my life, and every thing that might 
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where ſhe conſented to be, when every body was z. 
bed. I left her determined to undertake nothing 
without conſulting you, and I did not in the leaſt op- 
poſe this reſolution; but, to continue to ſhew you my 
ſincerity, the intereſt ſhe was ready to take in the re- 
lation of my amour, made me judge, that ſhe would 
not remain always without taſte Br the ſame plea. 
ſures, and that my lord Linch was not like to meet 
with a repulſe, if he had merit enough to pleaſe her. 

l ftole out the next day, to return to the ſource of 
my joy and repoſe. If I obſerved faithfully the law 
that madam Gerald had impoſed on me, I was recom- 
penſed for this ſubmiſſion by other complaiſances 
which ſatisfied my tenderneſs. } aftcrwards gave an 
account to my brother of all thoſe circumſtances to 
which he was before a ſtranger, and of the diſpoſiti- 
on of Roſe to ſee him the night following. He pro- 
miſed ro come at midnight to Saiſons, and he recom- 
mended to me beforehand to find ſome pretext for 
going the day after to St Germain; becauſe he had 
formed new views, for the explanation of which he 
put me off till that time. 

At ktñie hour appointed I found nothing ſo eaſy as 
to bring lim into my chan: ber. My ſiſter waited to 
attend him with impatience, and all the houſe were 
already in 4 profound fleep. You may imagine what 
could be the ſubje& of their converſation. George 
employed all his wit to give an inſinuating turn to 
his offers and intreaties. He did not at firſt openly 
propoſe that ſhe ſhould quit Saiſons; but having men- 
tioned my lord Linch as a certain conqueſt, and ex- 
tolled the advantages my ſiſter would have in marry- 
ing him, he repreſented to her that an affair of ſuch 
importance could not be managed but at Paris: That 
the queſtion was, the ſecuring her a fortune, a rank, 
a title, and that ſuch favourable opportunities did not 
offer every day; that when ſhe had lived with him 
ſome time alone, ſhe would have it more in her power 
than you to do juſtice to the innocence of his inten- 
tions and conduct, and he urged her not to give her- 
felf up ſo lightly to your falſe alarms; that he always 
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was of opinion, that you were more capable than any 
perſon to make of her a nun and a ſaint; but if ſhe 
was not abſolutely reſolved to bury herſelf in a cloiſter, 
ſhe had no other choice to make, than to ſhew herſelf 
to the world, and to ſet her natural accompliſhments 
in the point of view, which from henceforth ſhould be 
her only reſource ; that I myſelf had known the in- 
jury I had ſuffered in ſubmitting to be a ſlave to your 
counſels, and that I began to find the difference in 
having preferred to them his own. In fine, he joined 
to theſe reaſons the moſt tender and preſſing inſtances. 
I thought Roſe was vanquiſhed ; nevertheleſs, ſhe had 
the power to defend herſelf, and refuſing reſolutely to 
forſake you, ſhe conſented only to receive a vilit 
from my lord Linch, when we could bring him to 
Saiſons with decency. 

My brother appeared ſatisfied with what he obtained. 
We went to St Germain the day following. They 
had already ſome knowledge of our domeſtic quar- 
rels; and George's deſign was to make our preſence 
diſperſe the rumour, of which the effect could not 
be advantageous for us. They doubted no more of 
the good underſtanding among us, when they ſaw us 
make our appearance together at court. We were 
received favourably by the king, and loaded with 
civilities by our friends. | 

It was in reaſoning with them upon divers projects 
for our eſtabliſhment and fortune, that M. de Sercine, 
to whom George had already confided the bottom of 
our affairs, and who entered into the thoughts of the 
neceſſity of introducing my filter at court, offered to 
receive her in his houſe, where ſhe might live agreea- 


bly with his wife and daughter. We accepted this 


propoſal with acknowledgments; and when I was 
alone with my brother, I aſked him, if he did not 
hope that you yourſelf might be brought to approve 
it, and I thought it adviſcable to take this opportu- 
nity to reconcile us ſincerely. I doubt of it, ſays he; 
for what hope can there be of curing him of his 
ſeruples concerning balls, ſhews, and aſſemblies ? It 
would require ſome time to fortify Roſe ; but accord- 
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ing to his notions of things, Muſt not a woman he 
always weak ? We will not expoſe ourſelves, added 
he, to ſee him confound all our new projects. We 
will begin by delivering her out of his hands, and 
by that means eftabliſh her fortune. There will be 
always time to reconcile us; and if after this pro- 
ceeding he finds that ſhe has yet need of his inftruc. 
tions, we will turn her over to his zeal. 

I was ſo much the more eaſy at thoſe ſpecious rea. 
ſons, as I ſaw in my lord Linch an extreme impatience 
to know her; and I did not in the leat doubt but he 
would attach himſelf to her ſeriouſly after he had ſcen 
her. He requeſted the favour of my friendſhip, which 
I freely promiſed him in accepting of his. He was cf 
a character lively and open, but more capable of re. 
ceiving much love than of inſpiring it. In my 
knowledge of Roſe, I thought, that to. make the con- 
queſt of her heart, a lover ſhould have more ſhining 
qualities, and upon the whole more wit and noble- 
neſs of ſertiments. Nevertheleſs, as the queſtion way 
only about fortune, and, that George had not ſpoke 
to him upon any other foot, I fancied that this mo- 
tive might accuſtom her te brook lim, as it had made 
her conſent to ſee him. 

A few days after, we improved the opportunity ſo 
luckily, that being come to Saiſons with George, he 
ſpent there a part of the afternoon. Some affairs 
had obliged you to retire with Mr de Peſſes, and J 
took care the evening before to advertiſe my brother 
of your intentions. I examined curiouſly the im- 
preſſion my lord Linch had made on my ſiſter. It was 
agreeable to my conjectures ; that is to ſay, netwith- 
ſtanding the paſſion he had all of a ſudden conceived 
for her, ſhe looked on him only in the light of a rich 
man, who would advance her to fortune. As to 
him, into whoſe diſcourſe and motions I had made a 
ſtri& ſcrutiny, he carried away ſo much love in 
Jeaving her, that I thought the eſtabliſhment of Roſe 
as infallible as George bad foretold. I was expoſcd 
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her; but tho? my brother joined in his intreaties, it 
was impoſſible for me to find an opportunity till the 
fickneſs of Mr de Peſſes. 

This accident, of which Mr de Peſſes had genero- 
ſity enough to conceal from you the cauſe, was no 
more than an effect of jealouſy. With the pains he 
had taken to gain over our domeſtics, he had the 
addreſs, upon ſome ſuſpicions, to draw from them 
light enough to diſcover ſome part of the truth. 
His paition, which had for a long time mounted to 
an exceſs, incited him to ſome complaints, which my 
ſiſter reje Red perhaps with too much ſeorn, and which 
he told her could not fail to occaſion his death in ac- 
compliſhing the loſs of all his hopes. Tho? I was 
irritated myſelf at his indiſcretion, the friendſhip I 
had for him made me intreat Roſe, to treat him with 
more indulgence during his ſiekneſs, and ſhe was 
freely diſpoſed to it from her natural goodneſs. But 
an opportunity ſo favourable was not neglected by 
my lord Linch and my brother, who were often at 
Saiſons, whilſt your love for ſtudy engaged you 
ameng your books. They remained there a part of 
the night, which we paſſed at ſupper, while you gave 
yourſelf up to ſleep. The recovery of Mr de Peſſes 
Cal a little their pleaſures ; until, upon ſome 
repreſentations from me, you prayed him forthwith 
to return to Paris. In fine, my lord Linch, who 
was abſolutely devoted to Roſe, propoſed to us his 
purpoſe of ſharing his fortune with her; and it 
made a little buſtle at St Germain in ſupplicating the 
king to approve of it. 

I thought I was indebted to George in this, though 
an inconſiderate piece of complaiſance, as an acknow- 
ledgment for the zeal in which he was indefatigable 
to 3 my intereſt. Of all the contented hearts, 


mine was the moſt happy, ſeeing with the proſpect of 
a fortune I enjoyed allo the moſt ſweet pleaſures of 
love; for I never paſſed a day but I made a trip to 
Paris, and there ſaw without reſtraint, or entertained 
madam de L——., Her father returned at the time 
expected. I was indebt d to George ſor the __— 
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of procuring me his friendſhip, and even ſome clain 
to his acknowledgments. a 

As he was a man rough and paſſionate, whom it 
would have been difficult to gain by the ordinary 
ways, my brother made uſe of an innocent ſtrata- 
gem, of which the ſucceſs ſurpaſſed our expectations. 

aving been aſſured of the day of his arrival, he 
made two of my lord Linch's footmen, and two of 
his own, dreſs themſelves in the habit of ſoldiers, and 
arming them with piſtols, poſted them on the high- 
road, with orders to attack his chaiſe briſkly. We 


were about an hundred paces from them, ſo that 


ſpurring our horſes we arrived to his aid at a time 
he thought himſelf in extreme danger; ſome ſhots 
of our piſtols fired in the air, with other marks of re- 
ſiſtance and fighting, eafily perſuaded him that we 
had expoſed our lives in his defence, and that he 
was indebted to us for his. We found him ſpeechleſs 
and trembling in his chaiſe : But when he ſaw us 
maſters of the field of battle, he appeared lively, 
touched at the ſervice he had received. He preſſed 
us to inform him ef the names of his deliverers ; ke 
told us his own, and, ia fine, offered us the diſpoſition 
of his fortune and life, which we had preſerved. 
My brother anſwered him modeſtly; and to gixe 
heaped meaſure to the obligation, we conducted him 


even to the gates of Paris, where in ſpite of his 


inſtances we refuſed to let him know our houſe, but 
promiſed him not to be long without paying a vilit to 
his. E Pp 

His daughter and madam Gerald were in the ſe- 
eret of our enterpriſe. He did not fail to give them 
a relation of the danger he had eſcaped, and to 
boaſt of the ſervice we had done him. Madam Ge- 
rald, who being a lady from Ireland, muſt naturally 
be acquainted with our names, did not fail to Jay 


hold on the opportunity of making our panegyrick. 
She exhauſted herſelf more particularly on mine; in- 


ſomuch, that waiting on him two hours after, we 
found in him all the fervency of acknowledgment 


and eſteem. He preſented his daughter to us, 
recom - 
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recommending to her to look upon us for the time to 
come as his beſt friends. He made us promiſe not to 
make any diſtinction between our houſe and his, 
but that we ſhould take the free command of all 
that belonged to him. I began to think my good 
fortune ſolidly eſtabliſhed. Madam de L——, being 
as much charmed as I was with the ſucceſs of our 
artifice, thought herſelf intircly authoriſed to deliver 
herſelf-up* to her tenderneſs. 
ſeeing one another, the opportunity of knowing one 


znother, and a thouſand new reaſons for our love.“ 


If prudence did not permit us then to make propoſals 
to her father, every thing at leaſt gave us room to 
hope for a happy opportunity to come. It is true, 
we every day obſerved ſufficient meaſures for diſ- 
guiſing eur love; but this was by the advice of 
George himſelf, and madam Gerald, who ſeeing Mr de 
L——”s friendihip for me increaſe every day, imagined 
that he wouid come to the pals of offering his daughter 
to me of his own accord. I had it more than once in 
my thoughts at a iime when every thing favour- 
ed my views, and in which you could not condemn 
my meaſures and conduct, to diſcover to you this 
mtrigue, in order to authorize it by your conſent. 
I propoſed it to George, who obſtinately forbid it. 
He made me apprchenſive leſt difference of religion 
ſhould give the alarm to your zeal, and make you 
traverſe our projects. 

This was our ſituation when you took the reſo— 
lution of going to court. I gave advice of your 
departure to my brother; and it appeared to him 
an opportunity proper for the deſign he had always 
tormed of taking away my filter from you. He had 
till now only given her a flender taſte of his intentions, 
in offering to conduct her to St Germain; but he had 
not the leaſt doubt, if he could engage Mr de Sercine 
to go to Saiſons with his wife and daughtgr, but that 
the preſence and the company of theſe two Jadics 
would make a great change in her reſolutions. I 
need not report to you ,what followed; you may 
Judge of it by the circumſtances, of which you were 

Vor. I. 5 a witneſs 
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a witneſs: In my turn, I ſuffered myſelf to be 
overcome by the ſame inſtances which had vanquiſhed 
my ſiſter. In truth, I was in ſome confuſion at their 
proceedings, when I perceived your melancholy ; 
But your appearing to have aſſumed a more calm 
air, as ſoon as you heard what Mr de Sercine had 
offered, I fancied to myſelf that you approved his 
reaſons, and that we ſhould not ſee a guide, ſuch as 
you, forſake us without regret. I even took your 
reproaches for counſels which had leſs relation to the 

reſent than to the time to come. If you had n:t 
believed theſe excuſes ſincere, I was determinc.. t- 
come at leaſt often to Saiſons to fee you, that you 
ſhould have had little room to be ſenſible of my ab- 
ſence. 

In fine, we ſeparated ourſelves from you. It is im- 
poſſible you could have. ſupported our abſence without 
reſentment; ſince it forthwith made you take the 
reſolution of abandoning us. But if you thought vs 
ſo culpable, if you wiſhed perhaps that heaven 
would defeat our deſigns, and by ſome chaſtiſemect 
make us ſenſible of the levity of our conduct, you 
have not been overmuch miſtaken. You ſee me here 
loaded with my own griefs, and with thoſe of a bro- 
ther and ſiſter yet more unhappy, who demand from 
you that ſuccour, which they can expect from none 
but you. George at the bottom of a dungeon, from 
whence he can never get out; Roſe in a cloiſter, where 
her inclinations never led her, and which neceſſity ne- 
vertheleſs ought to hinder her from for ſaking, as long 
as ſhe ſhall love virtue and honour; myſelf ſtripped 
naked, alas! of all the happineſs which lore 
bad -promiſed me; for I flight all other riches, 
which I could not poſſeſs with that only happinels 
that made me love them. But why do I ſeek before- 
hand to ſoften your compaſſion, when my recital de- 
mands more than ever your attention, 

Upon quitting Saiſons, we came to Paris, where 
George's project was to make my ſiſter ſpend ſome 
days to put her in a condition to appear honourably 
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ford Linch, in the evening, retook the road to St 
Germain, We lodged with George, who had lately 
taken a fit and commodious houſe. Having a de- 
ſign to pay my ordinary viſit to madam de L 
I purpoſed to my ſiſter to gratify the impatience ſhe 
had ſhewed of being acquainted with her, and my 
brother adviſed her to accompany me, whilſt he em- 
ployed hir ſelf on ſome other bulineſs. We found 
madam C — alone, and the fight of Role, 
which I had a long time given her hopes of, filled 
her with pleaſure. Vivacity and joy animated our 
converſation, If I was charmed in making a ſiſ- 
ter ſo amiable acquainted with my miſtreſs, I had 
it not leſs in my power to juſtify in the eyes of 
Roſe, all the merit which the a hundred times made 
me obſerve in madam de L I prided myſelf 
in her extreme tenderneſs, and abandoned myſelf 
to all mine, with that air of toying which makes 
the charms of an amour innocent. I received 
from madam de L a thouſand new teſtimo- 
nies of affection, which it ſeemed ſhe was will- 
ing to make a merit of with my lifter. Never 
two lovers appeared fo ſatisfied with one another: 
Roſe reproached us agreeably with the exceſs of 
our paſſion. We anſwered her in the ſame tone, 
that this ſame exceſs ſhould ſerve her for an ex- 
cuſe., She continued for ſome time ro make war 
upon us with her railleries, and we defended our- 
ſelves without appearing diſpoſed to ſubmit to her 
reaſons, But I thought I perceived in the end, 
that the gaiety which Roſe affected was forced, I 
eren diſcovered an air of heavineſs and melancholy 
in her eyes. During the time ſhe laboured to 
make the converſztion agreeable, ſhe was poſſeſſed with 
ſome reverie, and the half of her attention was 
employed on ſomething that paſſed within herſelf. 
I feared that this ſenſe of tenderneſs might have 
become troubleſome and impertinent to her, and al- 
though I could not think her capable of acting 
croſs purpoſes out of ſeaſon, yet it came into my 
mind, that an exceſſive delicacy might make her 
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not obſerving more diſtance with 
—— a in the el viſit. Her abſence 
and inattention afterwards increaſed, even to the 
making her keep ſilence, and ſometimes loſing the 
thread of our diſcourſe: I judged that ſhe was en. 
tirely fatigued with it and would be glad to retire, 
She conſented to it in effect at the firſt propo- 
e did not find George at our return to his 
houſe, and we received a note from him at ſup- 
per time, in which he excuſed himſelf for not 
being able to bear us company the firſt day of our 
arrival, He was detained againſt his will by the 
duke of —, his friend and protector. We 
ſhall be then more eaſy, ſays 1 to my ſiſter, wy 
in reality I wiſhed to be ſo, to entertain myſelf 
freely with her. 1 did not yet let her know, that 
I had perceived a change in her humour at madam 
de L 's, and how I had propoſed to make a ſtrict 
friendſhip between them, with the hope of drawing 
from thence much advantage for my intereſts; 
but I was truly afflicted, that appearances had an. 
ſwered my intentions ſo ill on the part of — 
I ſupped alone with her, and waited till ſhe ſhould 
explain herſelf upon what might have diſpleaſed 
her in the converſation with madam de L , Of 
at leaſt till ſhe made me ſome overture to quetit- 
on her upon it. She recollected herſelf in a few 
rambling encomiums on the beauty and — 
of madam de L—, without forgetting the air 0 
penſiveneſs which ſhe had diſcovered in our viſit 
In fine, being deſirous to have the matter m_ 
vp, I demanded of her preciſely what had cauſe 
| the alteration 1 had perceived in her. She ſery- 
pled to anſwer me upon this head. I preſſed her: 
If it be any thing, ſays I, that intereſts madam 
de L —, how can you refuſe to let me know it: 
J have told you already that ſhe loves you tender- 
ly, and that ſhe would not have leſs vexation than 
I to find ſhe had diſpleaſed you: She remarked to 
me your inquictude at parting. ood 
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I importuned her with other reaſons, which ſhe 
reſiſted a long time; in the mean time I could 
obſerve that her heart was full, and that ſhe want- 
ed to diſburthen it. I complained that ſhe failed 
in her confidence in me, who always had a particu- 


lar affection for her, and that ſhe alſo always loved 


ne with a kind of firſt or teuderelt ove. Very 
well! fays ſhe, covering her face with one band, 
what will it avail me io tell you that I cannot love 
my lord Linch, and that I would gather chuofe to 
die than be obliged to marry him? ton icve then 
another, interrupted I out of hand. No, replied 
ſhe, but I perceive, that I cannot be happy with a 
man whom I cannot love: You force me to dil- 
cover to you the weakneſs of my heart, added 
ſhe ſighing : I cannot ſee madam de I jo con- 
tented with her tenderneſs and yours, without be- 
ing jealous of a happineſs which is not made for 
me. How happy is ſhe, and you alſo! My heart 
is as tender as her's, and I have no lefs hope to 
find a little ſweetneſs in love: They thick to 
make me marry a man, for whom I have not the 
leaſt taſte: Muſt I then paſs all my life without 
loving, lament my fortune, be weary of my duty, 
envy all the women who extol their tenderneſs 
to me, and do a' crue] violence on my own ? What 
an endleſs torment will this be? And you, Patrick, 
who ſay you love me, aad who has toru from me this 
confeſſion of my pains, will you give no allilance 
to my deliverance ? 

J hearkened to her with extreme aſtoniſhment, 
But, dear ſiſter, ſays I, who talks of forcing you 
to any thing, or of ,obliging you to marry Linch 
againſt your will? You mult own that theſe are the 
ürlt marks you have given of your repugnance. Is 
it not ſtrange that your averſion has ſprung up ſo 
lately, or that you have concealed it ſo long? She 
allured me that fear alone had tied her tongue, and 
that after having refuſed Mr de Peſſes, under pretence 
that he was deficient in birth, ſie had not courage 
to reject a man of the coaſequence of my lord Linch. 
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I anſwered, however it be, I, who prefer contentment 
of heart to fortune, will make no ſcruple at all to 
promiſe you, that you ſhall not marry any perſon 
without your conſent, and I engage to make George 
embrace the ſame way of thinking. As I made an 
end of ſpeaking, I heard a noiſe in a cloſet adjoin- 
ing to the chamber we were in; and the door of it 
opening with violence, we were much ſurpriſed to ſex 
my lord Linch come out of it. He had returned to 
Paris, during the time of our viſit to madam de L-—, 
and ſeeing me come in only with my ſiſter, he had a 
mind to have the pleaſure of hearing and ſurpriſing 
us. His curioſity coſt him dear. He had heard our 
converſation to the leaſt word. A juſt deſpair not 
permitting him to conſtrain himſelf longer, he came 
and threw himſelf with a furious air into an elbow 
chair which ſtood oppoſite to Roſe. We all three 
remained a long time in a profound filedce. In the 
end I began to ſpeak with ſome confufion.. My lord, 
ſays I, you cannot but imagine, that we did not think 
you ſo near, and that we are a little perplexed at this 


ſcene : But fince by chance you have heard what we } 


ſhould have had ſome pain to declare to you, I have 
no doubt but that you have all the complaiſance for 
my fiſter, which a man of h6nour ought to have 
for her ſex, and that you will give her the liberty 
ſhe deſires. He appeared for ſome moments irreſolute ; 
but all of a ſudden addrefling himſelf to her — No, 
madam, ſays he, I fhall not have that filly complai- 
ſance which you expect. You are mine by your own 
conſent, by the promiſe of your brother, and by tie 
authority of the king himſelf. I will make the bcit 
of ſuch juſt pretenſions, and will not be fooled with 
impunity. Roſe was out of all countenance, and got 
up to retire. He threw himſelf bluntly in her way, 
proteſting that ſhe ſhould not leave the room till the 
return of my brother, of whom, ſays he, I will 
expect an explanation of ſuch a ridiculous procedure, 
This brutality put me in a paſſion. I told him in a 
very high voice, that it would ſuffice if I gave him 


all the explanation he deſired, and that I would * 
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by maintaining that my ſiſter was intirely at her li- 
berty. Some remains of diſcretion made him appa- 
rently calm his tranſport. In a ſofter voice he aſked 
me if I knew where George was. T told him that he 
was at ſupper with the duke of ; upon 
which he left us without reply, and ſet out to find 
him. 

Roſe had a jaſt foreſight of the unhappy conſe- 
quences of this difference, She preſſed me with tears 
to forget the confidence ſhe had placed in me, and 
to ſuffer her to put on thoſe chains, the weight of 
which ſhe would labour to conceal to her grave. I 
confeſs, ſays ſhe, that I have had no moderation in 
my complaints. We are made to be che victims of 
men. Ah! what dces it concern the good order of 
the univerſe, whether the heart of a woman be in 
quiet! What do you ſay? ſays I. It ſeems on the 
contrary to me, that the weakneſs of your ſex, which 
obligez you always to 2 dependence on ours, puts us 
under a neceſſity to make it our ſtudy to conſult your 
happineſs ; and that, independent of our own natural 
inclinations, reaſon and juitic* ought to influence us 
to comfort and relieve the weakeſt. I uſe this reaſon 
only to let you ſee, that I do not ſpeak like a man pre- 
judiced or blinded by the natural affections of a bro- 
ther, or by thoſe of a lover: For it one was to ſet a 
value on your charms, and the ſweetneſs that your 
converſation diffuſes on ſociety, none but a barbarian 
could pleaſe himſelf in grieving a woman, or tind 
ſatisfaction in his heart at the expence of yours. 
But of whatever principles my lord Lioch is at the 
bottom, you may depend upon this, that your incH- 
nations ſhall be free, and that I ſhall one day ſee you 
as happy as I am. In reality, loving with the greateſt 
tenderneſs, and knowing nothing ſo ſweet as the 
pleaſure of giving one's ſelf up to an innocent paſſion, 
I vowed at all hazards to procure her a happineſs, 
of which ſhe appeared to have ſo great a ſenſe, 

e were yet talking upon our adventure, when 
George came in, and 1nquired of the ſervants with 
lome cagerneſs, if we were by ourſelves. He came 
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vp to us immediately, and with a diſturbed look 
deſired us to acquaint him without diſguiſe what had 
paſſed in his atſence. 1 ſatished him. The rela- 
tion my lord Linch had given him was exact, ſeeing 
it agreed preciſe'y with mine. George had no ſeruple 
in embracing that fide which appeared agreeable to 
his honour and friendſhip. He told us, there was 
no thinking more of my lord Linch, fince heavas 
Gilplealing to Roſe ; nor had ſhe occahon to grieve 
herſelf for concealing till now her diſguſt, ſince what 
was done could not be repaired. « But our difficulty, 
ſays he, is to diſengage ourſelves honourably, at leaſt 
in the opinion of the public. He moreover informed 
us, that Linch having expoſtulated with him in very 
ſmart terns, he thought it incumbent on him to liſten 
with patience, and to defire time for clearing up the 
matter ; that he had promited to write to him the next 
day, and to lay before him plainly, what he had to 
depend upon; that knowing him to be fiery and paſſion- 


ate, he did not in the leaſt doubt but he would take all 


ſorts of methods to revenge himſelf, and that the wrong 
being offered by us, we ſhould be under a neceſſity, 
in order to keep fair with the public, to conduct our- 
ſelves with moderation. Roſe importuned us again 
not to expoſe ourſelves, for her ſake, to conſequences 
which ſhe dreaded. But my brother was as incapable 
as I to conſtrain her inchnations. 

He wrote to Liach the day following, and we 
joined in opinion to give a civil turn to our exchſcs. 
Ve were ſome days without receiving any anſwer, 
It was in this interval that Mr de Pefſcs intormed us 
ot your departure, with a thouſand circum{tance3 
that made us reflect with great ſeverity on our ow! 
conduct. Under the inquietude that Roſe was a. 
ready, this new ftroke made her fall down in 2 
ſxoon, and loſe her ſenſ-s. I was as much touched 


to the quick as ſhe, and even George appeared to be 
{» much firuck, that he would have taken poſt t» 
follow you, and to perſuade you to change your r-- 
ſolution, if we had not been told at the ſame time, 
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that there was little hopes to overtake you, ſeeing 
you had began your journey four days before. With 
what bitterneſs did we not recollect our own ingrati- 
tude and your tenderneſs, iu all the couverſations that 
I had wit: my fiſter! I had, as weil as ſhe, a fore- 
fight of the misfortunes that threatened us. Even the 
conſolations of madam de L , whom I made a 
confidante of my grief, did not rettore tranquillity 
to my heart, It was not that ſhe Joit the abſolute 
empire ſhe had over my pains and my pleaſures, 
(alas! my love was never before ſo perfect) but 
the took a ſhare herſelf in my fears. I was tortured 
without knowing for what; and, in the involantary 
diſturbance of my mind, I thought I had reaſon to 
tremble for all that was mott dear to me. 
Nevertheleſs, receiving no auſwer from Linch, we 
began to think that he had choſe to revenge himſelf 
by forgetfulneſs, and we prepared to conduct Roſe to 
St Germain; when a gentleman of Ireland, who 
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made himſelf known to us by his name, ſent us two 


letters, one directed to my brother, and the other 


to me. I opened mine with ſome movements of 


tear, which could not but increaſe at the reading 
of every line. Linch, from whom it came, thanked 
me with a bitter irony for the good offices I had 
done him with his miſtreſs, and informed me, that 
thinking himſelf under an obligation to do me ſervice 
for ſervice, he had taken good meaſures to put a ſtop 
to my further happineſs with mine. He explained to 
me the means he had uſed, ſeeing he had a heart, 
he ſaid, incapable of treachery. He had informed 
Mr de L the evening before of all the circum- 
ſtances of my intrigue with his daughter; the ſtate 
of my fortune; that is to ſay, my poverty, which 
made me with good reaſon wiſh for a marriage ca- 
pable to repair it; the true title by which I had 
obtained his friendſhip, in railing pretend-d aſſaiſins 
2gaialt him, who were in no more danger than Linch. 
himſelf, and who had ſerved him very happily 
ia procuriag me the Lonour of his acqusintance; in 
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fine, he acquainted him with a thouſand things, under 
a turn ſo odious that muſt of neceſſity infallibly 
ruin me in the opinion of Mr de L He did 
not doubt at all, added he, but that my wit and 
addreſs would make me great advantages from all 
theſe articles; but he declared in the mean time 
that he was forced to ſtrike the blow. The letter 
addreſſed to my brother was ſhorter. It was only a 


plain challenge, wherein the time and place of 


combat were appointed : So that George had no need 
but at a ſingle caſt of his eye to read it; and haſten- 
ing to give an anſwer before I had finiſhed the read- 
ing of my letter, he aſſured the meſſenger that 
we would be exact to the appointment. 

It was now eight o'clock in the morning, and we 
were to meet at ten. My brother told me coldly, 
that he was vexed at this accident, for that it tended 
to throw all our affairs into confuſion. See here, 
ſays I, which of us has moſt reaſon to deſpair ? I 
gave him my letter to read; and he confeſſed with 
an air of calmneſs, that I had every thing to fear for 
the ſucceſs of my amour. In reality my ſituation 
was ſo grievous, that it was impoſſible for me even to 
fee madam de L , to know from her at leaſt 
what effects the malignity of my enemy had pro- 
4Juced in her father: for the hour approached, and we 
had a good way to go to the field of battle. In the 
mean time I was provoked at the coldneſs with 
which George looked on my troubles, You do not 
lament me, ſays I, you do not Jament Roſe, who 1s 
ruined without reſource, if the fortune of arms 
declares againſt us. He anſwered me, that on occaſi- 
ons of this nature, tenderneſs would be unprofit- 
able, and that honour not ſuffering us to come Jate to 
the field, we ought to poſtpone all other thoughts 
till after the deciſion of our quarrel, Cruel neceſ- 
ſity obliged me to follow his counſel, We embraced 
one another and went out. Roſe, who was yet in bed, 
had not the leaſt knowledge of our departure. 

Our enemies were already in the field. They 
were waited on by two ſervants, who held their 
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horſes; and we were on foot without any atten- 
dants. But the intrepidity of George not making an 
account of numbers, he accoſted them with his ſword 
in hand, without yet knowing how many we ſhould 
have to fight. In the mean time my lord Linch 
gave orders to his ſervants to withdraw; and ſeeing 
us on foot, if you are fortunate, ſays he, I make you 
a preſent of my horſes to forward your eſcape. This 
generous care diſſipated our ſuſpicion. 

He pointed with his hand, that it was with me he 
deſired to meaſure ſwords. We fought fiercely, and 
I parried ſome thruſts made with ſuch fury, that L 
could eaſily ſee he aimed them at my life. At length 
I was wounded in the arms My brother, who was 
engaged with the other, having ſeen the colour cf 
my blood, obſerved no more meaſures, and throwing 
himſelf upon his adverſary, gave him a thruſt in the 
ſtomach, that brought him down dead at his feet. I 
ſaw that he ran to my ſuccour, but whether fear had 
enfeebled Linch, or that I was inſpired with an emula- 
tion to conquer without the help of a ſecond, I 
rouſed up my reſolution, and at the ſame moment gave 
my adverſary ſo deep a wound 1n the thigh, that being 
no longer able to ſtand, he ſat down on the ground, 
and gave me up his ſword. I returned it imme- 
diately. Shame made him hold down his eyes for 
ſome moments; but ſeeing us call his ſervants to 
take care of him, he generouſly renewed to us the 
offer of his horſes, if we thought them neceſſary for 
our ſafety. | 

Seeing the neceſſity he had of them himſelf, our 
2 would not give us leave to embrace his of- 
er. Beſides, whatever danger we had to fear in Paris, 
we were obliged to return there for reaſons too pow- 
erful to ſuffer us to quit it ſo ſoon, We were return = 
ing, when finding himſelf weakened by loſs of blood, 
and beginning to fear that his wound. was mortal, 
he ſent bis ſervants to call us back. The impatience 
we kad to recover Paris did not hinder us returning 
from a good diſtance, and we found in him, in reality, 
' paleneſs and feebleneſs, that made us have a bad 
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opinion of his life. He commanded his ſervants to 
remove at ſome diftance, and conjured us with a dy- 
ing voice, from the confidence he placed in our ho- 
nour, to be the depolitaries of a ſecret, which was of 
equal importance to religion and our country, and 
which might even help to obtain our pardon for his 
death and that of Plunket (for ſo his friend was 
called) and might be ſome cxpiation for the hatred 
and evil which he would have done us. Since death, 
continued he, has put Plunket and me in the condition 
of things paſſed away, I muſt inform you, that w' 
have been 1n poſſeſſion of an immenſe treaſure, which 
has lain hid for a long time in our houſes, and which 
my father and his have conſiderably augmented by 
their own care. The principal part of it conſiſts of 
veſſels and reliques of gold and ſilver, which before 
the reformation belonged to many epiicopal churches 
and a great many rich abbeys of Ireland, The tu- 
mults of wars, and the fear of all the evils that 
have ſince happened, obliged at that time a great 
number of prelates ard Catholic lords to ſeek for 
a place of ſecurity wherein to depoſit ſo much riches ; 
and the fituation of the demains of our anceitors be- 
ing judged proper to depoſit this truſt in, they were 
removed in the night into a vault hollowed for that 
purpoſe in the middle of a vaſt foreſt, Though the 
fact was known to a great number of people, yet 
the ſecret of the place only remained in cur two 
houſes. In fine, loſing all hopes of the re-eſtabh1ſhment 
of aur religion, fince the Proteſtant branch has been 
ſixed on the throne, my father aud Plunket had form- 
ed a detign of removing this treaſure, from hence- 
forth of no benefit to Ireland, into the hands of king 
James, to be applied to ſuch uſes as ſhould be agree- 
able to his piety and wiſdom. Their zeal at the 
ſame time iaduced them to levy great ſums of mo- 
ney among the Catholics of the country, which 
were deſigned for the ſupport of the court, and which 
are lodged in the ſame vault. They prepared them- 
ſelves to take a journey to St Germain, to receive the 
king's orders upon the means of tranſporting into 
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France this maſs cf wealth, when the death of my 
father put a ſtop to the project. To this minute the 
ſecret, and the duty of executing the truſt, is lodged 
in our breaſts, and it was with theſe views that I came 
here with Plunket ſome months past. The ting 1s 
informed of the motive of our journey, and waits 
only for favourable circumſtances to make uſe of our 
oficr ; but he is ignorant in what place the treaſure is 
concealed. Here are the tokens, added Linch, tak- 
ing a memorandum out of his pocket, take it ; Plun- 
ket has a duplicate of it. We took this precaution 
to ſecure us againſt all manner of accidents. Make 
ſuch uſe of it as you think proper for your ſafety, 
your fortune, and your honour. His ſtrength failed 
him after ſo long a relation, and he made us only a 
ſig: to take the duplicate of the memorandum out 
of Plunket's pocket ; then having proteſted to us in a 
few words, that he forgave us his death, he left us 
at liberty to retire. We could not refuſe to give Him 
ſome marks of our regret and acknowledgment : 
But our own affairs demanding all our attention, we 
left him in the hands of his ſervants, to return ia ſpeed 
to Paris. | 

Though we were ftrangers in France, yet we were 
not ignorant of the inflexible rigour of juſtice there 
againſt duels, and we conceived that the moſt ſafe 
courſe we had to take was to think immediately of 
getting into ſome private place for ſhelter. Never- 
theleſs, two intereſts ſo urgent as thoſe of friendſhip 
and love claimed a preference to our own. Roſe, 
who had no knowledge of our misfortune, could not 
be abandoned to herſelf without ſuccour, and with=- 


iiood in the heart of madam Ge L and in the 


thoughts of her father. As there was but ſmall 
appearance, that the noiſe of our duel ſhould be of 
« ſudden publiſhed, we flattered ourſelves that we 
mould have time enough to ſatisfy theſe two. cares. 
Mv brother undertook to return to his own houſe, 
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egulate. matters with Roſe, in what manner ſhe ſhould 
conduct herſelf, and to take a part of our money, 
which he had brought from Saiſons to Paris. He 
then was to go to the duke of , Where I pro- 
miſed to rejoin him, and where we were to form other 
reſolutions. | 
We did not part without embracing tenderly, and 
recommending to each other not to ſole the fight of 
danger, and to turn every moment to account. My 
brother hitherto affected a reſolute and unſhaken air, 
and I laboured to imitate him: But I gave the lye 
to theſe reſolutions by the trouble of my heart, 
which communicated itſelf even to my looks and 
the ſound of my voice, Beſides the horror of a 
bloody duel, which I had juſt come from, I trembled at 
what I had at that inſtant to fear in the place to which 
I was going; and all my loſſes appeared before my 
eyes, before I knew what they were. George, who 
perceived it, exhorted me to better hopes, and made 
me promiſe, that let things turn out how they would, 
J would not fail to rejoin him. But he did not fore- 
ſce either my misfortune or his own. 
I came to the door of Mr de L 
found ſhut, as the windows were alſo, with all the 
appearances of a deſerted houſe, I knocked fear- 
fully ; and when it was opened, I ſaw a man appear, 
to whoſe countenance I was an utter ftranger. I 
took him for a new domeſtic. After aſking me my 
name, he ſhewed me into the porch which gave an 
entry to the corridor that led to the cellar. I there 
found four men, whom I knew no more than the 
firſt, and who ſeized me by the arms, although 
without uſing any violence. They took away my 
ſword, and having led me to the end of the gallery, 
they let my arms looſe, entreating me civilly to go 
down with them. I aſked them what I ought to think 
of this reception, and what their deſign was. They 
exhorted me to fear nothing. , 
We went down to the ſame cellar where I was be- 
fore. It was not long before I ſaw Mr de L—-—— 


enter, followed by his daughter and madam Geralc. 
I began 
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I began to ſpeak to her a few words, which he in- 
terrupted, recommending to me to keep ſilence a 
moment. He had ſome flambeaux lighted, but not 
a great many. Mr de L made me come 
near a table, about which all the ſpectators were 
ranged in order. He placed his daughter oppoſite 
to me, and drawing his ſword out of the {cabbard, 
he pointed it all of a ſudden at my breaſt. Fear and 
tenderneſs made his daughter throw out a piercing 
cry. He in a ſevere tone commanded her to be fi- 
lent ; and addreſſing himſelf to me, you made your 
jelt of frightening me, ſays he, in a fierce tone, it is 
but juſt that I ſhould have the ſame pleaſure in my 
turn: But although I have no defign of taking away 
your life, if you obey me, yet you may reckon your- 
ſelf among the number of the dead, who reſt in this 
cellar, if you make the leaſt difficulty of ſatisfying 
my deſires. Then explaining to me his will, you 
have deceived me, continued he, you have ſeduced 
the mind of my daughter, you have exacted from her 
oaths of love and fidelity to you; which ſhe ob- 
jects in juſtification of her reflal to obey me: I 


expect that you on the ſpot diſengage her from all her 


promiſes, and renounce all ſorts of rights that you 
pretend to her: If you a moment heſitate in doing 
this, you are a dead man. 

I turned towards madam de L my eyes, to 
read the motions of her heart in her's. Her pale- 
nels and tears, which the darkneſs had at firſt hin- 
dered me from perceiving, gave me ſufficiently to know 
that ſhe had been prepared for this ſcene by perſecu- 
tions, which her love for me had made her reſiſt. 
Was my whole life ſufficient to repay thoſe precious 
marks of love and conftancy ? I had felt perhaps 
ſome fear at the firſt motion of the ſword ; but not 
litening more to any thing than a love capable of 
making me dare death and torments, I anſwered 
with a courage and ſteadineſs, to which Mr. de 
gave no attention, that he was the maſter of 
my life, ſince I ſaw myſelf without defence; that 
with the poſſeſſion of a heart which he would force 
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me to renounce, death had nothing in it terrible to 
me, but which I would go in ſearch of willingly, ſhould 
I have the misfortune to loſe the only happineſs that 
could make me with to live; ſo that in one or the other 
chance his vengeance would be fruſtrated, if it gave 
kim room to hope any thing from his menaces ; but 
if he would hearken to reaſon, he would treat me pcr- 
raps with more humanity : That my birth and the 
honour” of my views did not in the leaſt merit his 
hatred or contempt. He interrupted me by 
{wearing a new, that he was going to drive his ſword 
into my heart J and I did noc know to what miſchief 
the violence of his temper had carried him, if his 
daughter, from whom the fright had already taken 
her voice and ſtrength, had not all at once fallen 
Gown into a ſwoon void of all ſenſes. He loved her. 
This 6glt gave another turn to his mind. He haſten- 
ed to go and ſuccour her. It is probable I might have 
bad the power to eſcape in the diſorder,” which con- 
tinued ſome minutes, but I rejected a thought {ſc 
mean. Upon the whale, during the danger to which 
every body thought the life of madam de L 
expoſed, I would immediately have flown to reſcu: 
her from it, without thinking of my own, if her 
father had not lad the barbarity to puſh me back as 
ſoon as he ſaw me approach her. 


Madam Gerald laid hold of the opportunity ot 


this interval to tell me in Iriſh, that ſhe was ſurpriice 
to ſce me facrifice my life, and put that of madani 
de L — in danger, for a lilly chimera of the Lu- 
theran principles, which no way concerned my honour 
or lere; that being fure of being beloved, I riſque 
nothing in renou: acing thoſe rights, which all the 
world could not make me Joſe, and of which my 
millreſs was as jcalcus as J: Ia fine, ſhe left it to me 


to conſider kow madam de L —— — could be leſs mine 
Ly this excuſe, and to reflect on what ſhe ſuffered th: 
whole night in preſcrving herſelf for me; and ſh; 
warned me ſcrioufly, that the only means of ſtilling 
the temped, was to give way to the paſſion of Mr de 
In reality, he no ſooncr faw his daughter 
ou; 
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out of danger, than he took up his ſword again with 
the ſame fury. Ir 1s you, cried he, that cauſes me 
ſuch pains as I never felt before; but if you will ſtill 
continue obſtinate, | wiil pierce your heart this mo— 
moment. He itretched out his arm, and looked on me 
with an air that confirmed his menace. His daugh- 
ter, ready to fall again into a fainting fit, out of which 
ſhe had juſt recov-red, ſpoke to me in a ſecble and 
trembling voice, e! Mr have you no thought 
at all of your life! ] o&v.n my perturbation was cx- 
treme. I would willingly | have foilowed the advice 
of madam Gerald, were it only to deliver madam de 
L——— from the mortal tuation in which I ſaw 
her; but my heart and my congue equally refuſed 
to make a declaration, which tcemed to me to be 
ciſhonourable, becauſe it was forced. I was indeed 
convinced of the conſtancy of my miſtreſs, but it was 
my own delicacy I had to conquer, without making 
any account that what was wrung from me with ſuch a 
frightful violence, could not appear of fo little im- 
portance as madam Gerald wou! 10 perſuade me. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I could not at all reſiſt the four words which 
] had heard; I looked upon them as a command, ta 
which all my difficulties were to give way. You have 
prevailed, ſays I to her father, I content to all that 
You require, He was not at all comented whey a de- 
claration ſo ancertain. He made me repeat after him 
the ſame expreſſions which he had already uſed; and 
he obliged me to confirm them by an oath. Then 
turning to his daughter, you are freed, ſays he, from 
your engagemen its, I take all the aſſembly to witneſs 
it. As to what remains, proceeds he, addicfling him- 
ſelf to me, if yoa think to betray me in order ho re- 
venge vourſelf, I declare to you, that having always 
paid obedience to the king's acreſts, and having never 
yet joined in any other act of religion than burying 
ſome dead, I little fear your rele: at ment, I content - 
el myſelf with em that he was badly acquaint- 
ed with my princip! es. The ſame. perſons who had 
brought me ina, defired me immediately to retize. I 
uad ſcarce the time to expecls to madam de L———— 
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by a few tender looks, that the fidelity which ſhe 
had obliged me to violate outwardly had taken ſane- 
tuary in the bottom of my heart, from whence it 
ſhould never eſcape. I was conducted to the gate, 
where they delivered me my ſword, and gave me li. 
berty to go away. 

Although nothing could equal my conſternation 
after ſo melancholy an adventure, yet I carried away 
with. me at leaſt the comfort of believing that my 
miſtreſs was faithful, and the hopes of ſeeing her 
again ſpeedily, maugre all obſtacles ; for madam Ge- 
rald had found means of making me ſuch a promiſe 
ſecretly. Moreover, the more I refl:Qcd on the whim- 
ſical renunciation which had been extorted from me, 
the Jeſs I found in it any ſubje& worthy of giving me 
vexation. According to any ſenſe that Mr de L—— 
could put upon them, and even according to the 
ſtricteſt idea that I could form to myſelf of his views, 
it was certain that my oath did not bind me to any 
thing for the future ; and that in giving up to his 
daughter thoſe rights which I had in her heart, 1 
was not at all deprived of thoſe which ſhe ſhould be- 
gin a-new to grant me by the conſtancy of her love, 
At the firſt inſtant, ſays I, that I ſhall have the hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing her again, I ſhall obtain from her a 
thouſand new teftimonies of her tenderneſs and fi- 
delity. -We ſhall lay up our chains : we ſhall then 
form new ones, if we could flatter ourſelves to have 
broke the firſt ; and we ſhall have for our laſt reſort, 
as we had always propoſed, the expeQancy of the 
death of her father, or of that age which would make 
the daughter miſtreſs of herſelf, | 

It was heaven that thus turned my reflections on 
the moſt favourable file. Its goodneſs ſuſpended the 
black preconceptions that had diſturbed me for many 
days, to leave me the liberty of thought, which I 
found neceſſary iu the greateſt of all our misfortunes. 
I had promiſed my brother to rejoin him at the 
duke of 's, whoſe hotel we hoped would ſerve 
us at all times for a ſanctuary. It was near two 
hours ſince we parted, and I had no doubt but he 
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was already there. Nevertheleſs, as theſe laſt ideas, 
with which I was filled, made me almoſt forget the 
peril, I could not paſs the ſtreet where his houſe 
itood without having a delire to go into it. I ſhould 
have gone directly in without any expectation of 
finding him there, if I had not met Mr de Peſſes, 
who taking me by the arm, recovered me out of this 
thoughtleſs reverie. Heaven! ſays he, where are 
you going? how happy am I in having perceived you! 
and without giving me time to anſwer, he hurried me 
into a hackney coach, which he had already in wait- 
ing, and drove off inſtantly. How happy am I! re- 
peated he again, embracing me. 1 judged that you 
might appear again in this ſtreet, and I have been 
half an hour waiting for you. | | 
The confidence I had in his friendſhip would have 
made me diſcover to him our troubles, if he had not 
been before informed of them; but his diſcourſe 
having made me ſee that he already knew them, I 
alked him in haſte, if he had ſeen my brother. Alas! 
no, anſwered he. But before you demand any expla- 
nations, ſuffer me to carry you to a place, where you 
may hear them without danger. This anſwer, and 
his refuſal to carry me to the duke's hotel, gave me 
an inſight into our misfortune, He could not how- 
ever difown but my hrother was in cuſtody. Fra- 
ternal tenderneſs made me calt out a doleful cry, 
which 1t was impoſſible to reſtrain I would have 
gone to his aid, without ſo much as knowing to 
what place I ſhould go, or on what fide I ſhould 
turn, Mr de Peſſes had a great difficulty to ſtop me. 
In fine, having made me underſtand, that violent re- 
medies were now fruitleſs, he informed me, that George, 
being impeached in all appearance by the ſervants of 
my lord Linch, was ſurpriſed in his houſe, where he 
had the imprudence to continue an hour, and was 
carried to the Baſtile. In going away, he had obtain- 
ed the liberty to advertiſe the duke of of his 


misfortune. This lord, who knew where his houſe 
was, immediately went to it, to offer his firſt ſervices 
to Roſe; but his viſit and propoſals had without 

a doubt 
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doubt diſpleaſed my ſiſter, ſince notwithſtanding th: 


reaſons which might take away any deſire of addreſs. 
ing herſelf do Mr de Peſſes, ſhe choſe by a letter ty 
lay open her ſituation to him, who was in a manner 
the only acquaintance ſhe had in Paris. Mr de Pc. 
les, in giving me this relation, could not conceal his 
joy. It was my good fortune, ſays he, which made 
her think of me. I flew to her; and found there the 
duke, though but little ſatisfied, ſince after ſome cold 
thanks which ſhe gave him on my arrival, ſhe deter- 
mined to withdraw. 

They having already put the king's ſea! on every 
thing that belonged to you, and four guards bei ing 
planted in the houſe, I immediately propoſed to your 
beautiful filter, continued de Peſſes, to permit me to 
conduct her to the houſe of a lady who was my 
friend, where ſhe ſhould be reccived with all manner 
of care and reſpect; but her pleaſure was, that I 
ſhould immediately look out for you; and fearing let 
you ſhould return to the houſe where the guards 
were placed, perhaps with the intention of waiting for 
you, I thought it belt to watch with a coach at the 
end of the ſtreet. 

I thanked him for his zeal, and thinking that every 
moment I paſſed in afflicting myſelf would be a lois 
to our intereſts, I drove from me every thiag tha: 
might take up my attention from what I owe4 to a 
perplexity fo urgent. On our arrival at the place 
which Mr de Peſſcs had choſe for my ſanctuary, I ſent 
him for my ſiſter. He gave her great comfort, 1: 
acquainting her that I was in ſafety; but he could not 
perſuade her to accepi of any other retreat than a 
convent, Far from condemning this reſolmion, I 
looked upon it as the only choice agreeable to her 
honour, eſpecially when (being appr: 4 that the duke 
had offered her a houſe, an equipage, and great ap- 
pointments) I conſidered to what — her prudence 
would be expoſed in any other place than a cloiſter. 
Mr de Feſſes conducted her to an Engliſh nunnerv, 
where he had the gencroſity to pay before-hand a 
ſhare of her peuſion, From thence he went to the 
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Baſtile, but could not obtain leave to ſee my brother; 
nevertheleſs, he did not loſe all hopes of it, as ſoon as 
he could get an order from court. He returned to 

| me in the evening with theſe accounts. I conjured 

him to add Fall meaſure to his kindneſſes, by going 
to St Germain without a moment's loſs of time ; 

bor | thought it a matter of great importance to pre- 
poſſeſs all the friends we had in our favour, by a ſin— 

* WH cere relation of the adventure. I wrote myſelf to 

Mr de Sercine, to engage him in doing us his good 
offices with the king; and I recommended to Mr de 
Peſſes, to aſſure him of the reaſons we had to rely up- 
on the protection of that prince. 

1 remained a prey to my fears until his return; 

which he did not do till the following evening. His 

) WW tranquillity appeared to carry a good omen. In re- q 

| ality I received from his relation all the conſolation 

ef which I was capable amidſt ſo many inquietudes. | 1 

He had ſeen not only Mr de Sercine and all our friends, ff | 

l but the king himſelf, whom the circumltances of our 1 0 

mis fortune had inſpired rather with compaſiiun than 

anger; and, what made me take up yet more hopes, 

he aſſured me, that my lord Linch though extremely | | 
weak with the loſs of blood, was not 1n any danger. - $08 

Notwithſtanding the death of Plunket, I did not at 1 

ö all doubt, that having been forced to fight, and having 

Ldefended ourſelves with honour, king James would 


i WW have eaſily granted us his pardon, if we had been in 

England; but being in France, the rights of protecti- (24 

t on we had acquired there ſubjected us to the laws of 111 

; the country, and that it was at the court of Verſailles 

t we had need of protection: Nevertheleſs I imagined, | 

that if that of St Germain was gracious to us, we [ 

L ſhould find more favour at the court of France with a 4: 

. recommendation ſo powerful. It was with this view | 

; A 
24 


that I thought proper to begin my ſolicitations on 
mat ſide. Io neglect nothing, I prayed Mr de Peſſes 
to wait on the duke of , who I did not think 
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refuſe employing his intereſts for us. He went about 

it immediately, and the aſſurances of zeal and _ 
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ſhip, which he received, ſerved to render my mind mor: 
eaſy. We agreed to write to my brother, to relieye 
him from any inquietude, by informing him that our 
affairs had already taken a happy turn. Mr de Peſſes 
undertook this trouble, in regard the ſight of my trand. 

writing might have expoſed me to ſome new peri]. 
This interval of hope was a further favour of God, 
who would not that his trials ſhould ſurpaſs my 
ſtrength, and who was pleaſed favourably to afford 
me | 294 moments of repoſe, after the moſt violent 
If I waited every minute the return of 


agitations. 
N. de Peſſes, I had a thouſand other reaſons for 


my impatience. to know the ſucceſs of his journey, 
The condition in which I left madam de , 
my longing to ſee her again, my defire of being 
informed of what madam Gerald promiſed to explain 
to me. were ſo many ſubjects of reſtleſsneſs, that had 
made me ponder more than once, if I ſhould nct 
venture out of my retreat, in contempt of danger, 
to ſausfy my curioſity and my love: in fine, as I had 
propoſed to charge de Peſſes with this commiſſion, I 
had no ſooner ended that part that related to my bro- 
ther, than I cor:fided to him the other embarraſments 
of my heart. 
ately to ſee madam Gerald, to inform her of my 
circumſtances, and to know of her if J might be ad- 
mitted to the converſation of madam de L 
at home, or in any other place. Nothing being a 
difficulty to the zeal of de Peſſes, he promiſed to 
ſatisfy me with diligence, and I ſaw him indeed re- 
turn ſooner than I expected. But inſtead of having 
ſeen madam” Gerald, he brought me only a letter 
from her, which informed me in four lines, that ike 
had departed the fame day, with madam de L , 
being committed to the conduct of two men, and that 
not having time to explain herſelf further, ſhe pro— 
miſed to write to me from the firſt place ſhe ſhould 
have the liberty to ftop at. She added at the 


cloſe of her letter, that ſhe was miſtaken if they 
would not convey her to Germany; but that in what- 
ever place they forced her to live, ſhe promiſed to 
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write to me, and madam de L 
conſtancy which ſhe propoſed as a pattern to mine. 
Alas! my dear brother, your piety makes you tao 
unconcerned, and your mind is too much ſuperior to 
the weakneſs of love, to enable you to conceive all 
that was cruel and intolerable for me in this news. 


You ſee in it her departure, her journey, even the 


tokens of remembrance and fidelity, and you 
would aſk me what reaſons I have to deliver myſelf 
up to the laſt deſpair. But you do not know, that 
the ſovereign good of a lover 1s the preſence of the 
perſon beloved: You are ignorant, that there can be 
no ſtate of repoſe for a heart without the obje& 
in which it lives and breathes; that without the 
pleaſure at leaſt of ſeeing, witheut a comfort ſo 
neceſſary, life is a languor, a laſſitude, a poiſon, 
an impatience, a—— ah! you do not know the de- 
lights nor the torments of love. And then can 
I have no reaſon to apprehend why madam Gerald 
flattered me with a vain hope? Cannot I foreſee, that 
the ſame rigour which forced them away againſt their 
hopes, would employ all arts to hinder them from 
writing to me, or me from receiving their letters; 
that I ſhould never be able to diſcover the place of 
their abode, and that conſequently I ſhould be aban- 
doned, betrayed, loſt without reſource and without 
conſolation. 

I ſaw in one inſtant the full extent of my miſ- 
fortune. In vain did I demand of de Peſſes thoſe ec- 
clairciſſements, which I could not receive from him, nor 
from the ſervant who had put the letter into his 
hands, All the family of Mr de L — was in 
my intereſt; but this reaſon that had made him take 
care to diſperſe his people in the evening, to forward 
the deſign he had executed in the cellar, had fur- 
ther obliged him to conceal his danghter's journey 
till the moment of her departure.» Madam Gerald 
had with difficulty found time to write me two words: 
ſhe had truſted her lettec to a boy, whoſe addreſs 
and fidelity ſhe knew, and who had the conſidera- 
tion to wait continually at the gate to give it to me, 


or 


to love me with a 
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or to theſe who ſhould come for it in my name. I 
ſaw him the night following, but could not get from 
him any further information. Near four months have 
ſince elapſed, and though all my pains and the eager. 
neſs of Mr de Peſſes could not afford me a ſafe op. 
portunity of ſtepping out of ſuch a fatal obſcuriiy, 
yet they will give you room to find a fortune worthy 
of your moſt tender compaſſion, if yon can conceive 
any idea of my troubles. 

I ſhall not needleſsly enlarge on all the circumſtan- 
ces of our conteſts in the courts of juſtice; the firt 
effect of the credit of our protectors was to obtain 
a ſuſpenſion of the. proceedings, winch had been 
ſtrenuouſly commenced the firſt day. My Jod Linch 
was happily recovered. George, whom I Ii tie Pele 
had at length obtained the liberty of ſeeing in pie, 
thought we were obliged in honour to ſend jim 
back the two memoramdums with which he had in- 
truited us. He was ſo touched with this voluntary 
generoſity, that he became one of our moſt ardent 
defenders ; notwithſtanding love had the greateſt 
ſhare in his zeal. Scarce had he recovered frum the 
firſt heat of his reſentment, than finding himicif 
more paſſionately in love than ever, he ſent to my 
filter molt ſubmiſſive apologies for the exceſs to 
which he had been tranſported, and an offer with- 
out limitation of his intereſt and ſervices. However, 
he had not dared to wait on her as ſoon as his health 
was re-eſtabliſhed ; but* taking occaſion from the re- 
turning of the two memorandums to praiſe highly 
our proceedings, and to own himſelf obliged to 
ſerve us tit all rates, he fancied that after this pro- 
feſſion of his eſteem and friendſhip, ſhe might con- 
ſent to receive a viſit from him. His hope wes 
often fruſtrated, until having choſe to write to her, 
and to give her an account of what effect ual ſer- 
vice he had done for us, he at length obtained the 
liberty of converſing with her. Roſe trembled for 
us, and expected every moment to fee the head of 
George upon a ſcaffold. 1 his thought, which ſtificd 


all others, made her offer violence to her heart, in 
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promiſing Linch, that if he ſucceeded in ſaving our 
lives and obtaining our liberty, her hand ſhould be 
the recompence of ſo great a ſervice. A motive ſo 
capable of animating a lever did not ſuffer him to 
heſitate long. He laviſhed away his wealth to gain 
the judges, and employed himſelf day and night to 
raiſe up to us protectors with all the zeal of love. 

Nevertheleſs, our ill fortune rendered all thoſe 
pains unprofitable, The ſolicitations of the two 
courts, and a journey made by the king himſelf to 
Verſailles, could not ſhake the regards which the king 
of France thought he owed to his oaths. He was 
fortified by an inviolable law, which he had impoſed 
on himſelf, and which no conlideration had yet made 
him violate. The only mercy which he granted at 
ſuch powerful interceſſions was, to ſuffer our proceſs 
to remain ſuſpended, and that my brother ſhould wear 
out his life in the Baſtile. I ſhould have had without 
doubt the ſame lot, if I had been arreſted; but 
thinking myſelf fo much the more ſafe by this kind 
of indulgence, as Plunket had not left any friends to 
ſolicit vengeance for his death, I made no difficulty 
of returning to Paris under a diſguiſed name, and of 
viſiting my unhappy brother in his priſon. 

I very often ſaw my filter ; which after ſo many 
inquietudes and alarms made me forget one part of 
my troubles. Alas, this dear Roſe ! I never left her 
without being bathed with her tears. She reproached 
herſelf with being the cauſe of all our misfortunes, 
and that it was to puniſh herſelf, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe, 
lad promiſed her hand to my lord Linch. I flattered 
her heart, by repreſenting to her that her promiſe 


obliged her to nothing, ſince we did not obtain the 


value which ſhe was made to depend upon; and if 
ker acknowledgments could engage her to aay thing, 
| ſpoke to her of de Peſſes, who well merited to coun- 
terpoiſe his rival, by the ardour and diſiatereſtedneſs 
of his ſervices. She was ſenſible of what I ſaid; for 
the heart of Roſe is a compound of generoſity and 
tenderneſs: But I ſaw plainly that love did nor 
peak either in favour of de Peſſes or Linch. I found a 
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ſweetneſs alſo in making her often fall on the dif. 
courſe of my own torments. I aſked her, if ſhe 
was yet jealous of an unfortunate and unprofitable 
tenderneſs, which filled my heart with bitterneſs, 
and which yet could not make madam de L more 
happy, in caſe her love was as faithful as mine. In 
deipite of fortune, which ſeparated me from my love, 
the thought we were worthy of envy, and that the 
paias cauſed by our fidelity and tenderneſs merited 
the name of the molt charming happineſs. 

When I ſpoke of the acknowledgments we owel 
to Mr de Peſſes, I intended only thoſe which he me. 
rited by his pains, and a thouſand toilſome ſteps he 
had taken, to which his friendſhip and love had 
engaged him. In the unavoidable neceſſity we were 
in, after the commencement of our misfortunes, he 
had ſupplicd our expences liberally, and he continued 
to aid us with the ſame generolity. For the time that 
we had hopes of re- entering into the poſſeſſion of our 
lands at Saiſons, and of recovering our money, we 
had accepted of his favours without ſhame; But 
our friends having forgot to ſolicit the court for a re- 
ſtitution of our ſubſtance, which they could more 
ealily have obtained than our liberty, we were under 
a neceſſity of making new applications for this fa- 
your, and the ſucceſs of them was uncertain ; inſo- 
much, that finding an additional burden to what we 
already owed, and being obliged every day to engage 
in new debts, this neceſſity had become one of our 
molt inſuppoctable evils. I wrote to you in ſtrong 
terms an account in what danger George was, only 
with the deſign of communicating it to you, and ! 
never received any anſwer. Your ſilence did not at a 
diſcourage me. I rather choſe to aſcribe it to any 
other cauſe than your indifference. I wrote to yeu 
again; and [ laboured above all to perſuade you to 
give attention to the intereils of my lifter, to which 
honour alone would have engaged you to have afforded 
{ome aid, when ſhe had no other reſource than yo! 
and her virtue. You never gave me an anſwer. A. 
my letters have without doubt miſcarried: TY 
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ſhould become of them, ſince you have aſſured me 
that not one of them has come to your hands? Fi. 
nally, in the extremity of indigence and grief, ſink- 
ing under the misfortunes of my brother of which I 
ſee no end, prevailed on by the tears of Roſe which 
daily increaſe, preſſed down by the deſpair of others 
and my own, I have choſe to make this voyage to 
Ireland, to awaken in a happy moment your good- 
neſs and affection by my preſence. I was even obliged 
to have recourſe to the liberality of de Peſſes, for de- 
fraying the expences of ſuch a long journey. 

It is now eight days ſince, travelliag poſt from Lon- 
don, I wrote to you again, to give you notice of my 
arrival. I have made the reſt of my journey with 
the ardour of a firong impatience ; the ſhip which 
brought me from Holyhead maling fail to Cork, I 
have from than port made my way by land, under 
many wants and great fatigue. Yeſterday evening 
the rain and darkneſs obliged me to ſtop in the be- 
ginning of the night ; and Fincer, our ancient friend, 
coming into my memory, whoſe houſe was not above 
a hundred paces out of my way, I determined to 
take ſhelter there from the ſeverity of the weather. 
I found no-body at home but his daughter. She re- 
ceived me with a certain timidity and ſome marks 
of confuſion, which would hzve raiſed in me ſuſpi- 
cions, if the coldneſs of her reception had not been 


out of hand repaired by her civilities: But havin 


readily perceived that I was ignorant of the misfor- 
tune of her father, whereby I could not accuſe him of 
having had any ſhare in yours, ſhe ſpared nothing to 
perſuade me, that ſhe received my vit with plealure. 
My melancholy in appearance and an air inſpiring 
compaſſion, which have given me a perpetual ſenſe 
of my afflitions, increaſed this diſpoſition of her's 
in ſuch a manner, that ſhe gave me to underſtand by 
a thouſand teſtimonies, that we ought not to reckon 
her among our enemies. She recited to me the un- 
lucky adventure of our father, the addreſs with 
which he made his defence, and the happineſs he 
had in making an eſcape. She did not diſguiſe from 
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me the vexation it cauſed you, nor the dangers to 
which his accuſations expoſed me in Ireland. It was 
by her advice that I came in the fall of the evening 
to Coleraine. 

Patrick, having finiſhed his relation, aſked me, if 
I did not believe him more unhappy than culpable, 
and if friendſhip was ſo extinguiſhed in my heart, 
that it could not be revived by compaſſion. I em- 
braced-him, and preſſed him to my heart with all my 
might, But my tears, which I had difficulty enough 
to keep in during his ftory, found a vent in ſpite of 
my reſolutions : And not able to reſiſt all the com- 
motions that were raiſed in my ſoul, O Patrick! ſaid 
I, O dear object of my inquietude and of my ten- 
derneſs! What is- become of your prudence and my 
counſels? What is become of the ſuccours of hea- 
ven, which never before failed you? Alas! What 
have you done with yourſelf! George! Roſe! unhap— 
py family! See then the end to which yqur fond pru— 
dence and greedy ambition have brought you! O God! 
let them profit by this example, to make them ſen— 
ſible of the need they have of thee! I added a thou- 
ſand things with the ſame bitterneſs of ſentiments. 
Neverthelcſs, not being willing to avgment his trou- 
bles by my reproaches, and deſiring to poſtpone the 
deliberation upon ſo great events to a more ſettled 
ſituation of mind, I reſtrained myſelf with ſome 
violence, under pretence of his taking refreſhment 
and repoſe, which he ftood in great need of. We 
{at down to table, but all my efforts could not ſtop 
me from falling again perpetually upon the paſſages 
I had juſt come from hearing. I began without 
ceaſing to aſk queſtions, and to deſire explanations 
ef all the circumſtances, when we heard ſome body 
knock haſtily at my door. It was opened imme- 
diately, becauſe my ſervants were under no ſuſpicion, 
At the ſame moment eight men armed, headed by an 
officer, came into the room whcre we ſat; and 
having no trouble to diſcover that Patrick was the 
| perſon they were in queſt of, they arreſted him by 


warrant from the viceroy, in order to conduct him 
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to the caſtle of Dublin. The officer was a well-bred 


man, and ſeeing my oppreſſion and grief, told me 
with a great many. apologies, that he had it not in 
his power to explain to me his orders, the cauſe of 
which he was ignorant of; but that after. the affair 
of Fincer.I had better reaſon to ju-lge of it than any 
other perſon : "Bhat if my brother had any cauſe to 
reproach himſelf, he was very imprudeat to truſt the 
deſign of his journey to paper; that they had with- 
out doubt intercepted all the letters that were under 
my addreſs ; and that he was at leaſt certain, that it 
was a letter from Patrick himſelf that had given notice 
of the exact time of his arrival. 
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] HAD ſcarce ſo much power over my inquie- 
tude as to moderate it till morning. The an- 
uiſh I conceived for George and Role, from the 
relation of Patrick, had a ſhare in thoſe pertur- 
bations that were of more immediate concern; 
and not thinking there was much time to loſe, 
nor indeed any great difficulty to overcome, [ 
reſolved to follow my brother to Dublin. I made 
an equal account of the favour of my friends 
and his innocence. Yet too much flackneſs in 
improving our intereſt might expoſe us to dif- 
culties of which the duration was uncertain ; nor 
did I let out of my fight the dangers of Paris, ſo as 
to forget that George and Roſe had a right to a part 
of my cares. 

The day began to appear, when preparing to be- 
gone, I had notice given me, that a gentleman of 
the neighbourhood inquired for me at my gate in 
great haſte, and that he prayed me to come to him, 
without being offended at an incivility, which he was 
certain I would excuſe when he had informed me of 
the cauſe. I had heard of his name, but had fo little 
acquaintance with him, that the time and forma- 
lity of his viſit might have cauſed me ſome fright 
even under other circumſtances. Notwithſtanding, 
one moment of reflection upon what importance it 
was not to neglect any thing for my brother's imereſt, 
made me come down to him without heſitation. I 
found a gentleman on horſcback. He made me a 
bow, and requeſted me to command my ſervants to 
retire. 
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retire. Ves, ſays I. looking in his face, in which 
I thought I remarked ſome emotion. He preſſed me 
to ſend them aſide with the more eagerneſs, that we 
might get into my chamber without being perceived. 
I ſatisfied him without difficulty, and continued only 
to look at him with ſome. tokens of ſurpriſe. In 
fine, ſeeing himſelf without any witneſſes preſent, he 
alighted, and ſhewed me a valiſe well ſtuffed, which 
ny concealed till then under his cloak. Having no 
ſuſpicion of my honour, he ſaid to me, as he faſtened 
the bridle of his horſe to the wall, help me to carry 
this burden into your cloſet, where I wil] explain to 
you the ſecret of my viſit. The darkneſs not being 
yet fully diſpelled, to make him fear any thing from 
the obſervation of my neighbours, he was under no 
apprehenſions but from my ſervants ; and he aſked 
me again, if I was ſure they were out of the way. 
Amidſt theſe alarms, that might have raiſed in me 
ſome precautions, I ſubmitted to his deſires, only 
from the fear of injuring a man of honour, in dif- 
covering my miſtruſt of him. 

The weight of the valiſe much ſurpaſſed its bulk; 


qnevertheleſs, we carried it without betraying ourſelves 


by any noiſe. ' Dilnick (fo the gentleman was called) 
preſſed me to lodge it in a ſeeret place; and propoſing 
to me to be ſeated, he let his voice fall to entertain 
me with this diſcourſe : your prudence, ſays he, and 
the zeal you have diſcovered for the honour of your 
family, are two ſureties for your diſcretion, and 
for the traſt which my employer hath conhded in 
you, It is not my own life I come to put into your 
hands, but that which is committed to you ought 
yet to be more precious. You know Sarah — , 
the only daughter of the unfortunate Fincer, my re- 
lation and friend. The indiſcretion, or rather the 
weakneſs of her father, has expoſed the honour of 
yours by falſe imputations; and which, having raiſed 
in you a perplexity from whence you are not yet 
delivered, may well make you look upon her as an 
enemy of your family. But you will have other 


notions when I inform you, that it is by her com- 
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mands I am come here, and that the riches I have 
brought you are a ſuccour fent by her for your de. 
fence, and for the defence of Patrick. - She came to 
underſtand this night, from a rumour which obtains 
in the neighbourhood, that your brother was yeſter. 
day evening arreſted .n your houſe, and was by an 
order of court conducted to Dublin. It is manitc(t 
this is the late perſecution now renewed. The ex- 
pences attending your defence, and the diſorder of 
your affairs, give her room to judge that you are not 
in a ſtate of great abundance ; and ſhe has put to- 
gether not only all her ready money, but even her 
jewels and plate, to furniſh you with the means of 
defending your innocence, and of ſpeedily ſetting the 
liberty and life of Patrick in ſecurity. I would 
have interrupted Dilnick, and obſerved to him the 
admiration 1 conceived of this lady's generoſity, 
He conjured me to give him leave to continue his 
ſtory. | : 

Sarah, continued he, is a young lady full of 
wit and charms, To her natural perfections ihe 
has united ſentiments worthy of her birth. A ſum 
of money and ſome jewels are not the moſt pre- 
cious things ſhe has to offer. I have penetrated 
into the in of her heart; and thinking my- 
ſeif very happy to be thought worthy of her con- 
fidence and friendſhip, I exhorted her to follow 
thoſe inclinations which ſhe may confeſs without 
ſhame. She has ſeen Patrick, and the warm en— 
comiums ſhe made to me of his merit, together 
with the fright ſhe fell into this night at the 
firſt news of his misfortunes, have given me the 
opportunity of diſcovering a matter ſhe would wi.- 
lingly have concealed from my knowledge. Chance 
conducted me to her houſe; I preſſed her not to 
open herſelf by halves. The ties of blood added 
to thoſe of a long intimacy gave a weight to 
my importunities. She confeſſed, that for the ſhort 
time Patrick had paſſed at her houſe he had touched 
her heart with a lively paſſion ; and ſhe flattered her- 


ſelf to have made ſome impreſſion on his; nevertke- 
leſs, 


leſs, no 
from a 
ſelf in 
to her 
was af 
eaſy ta 
her mn 
all ſhe 
Far fro 
I repr. 
upon 
corum 
withou 
tural e 
which 
years, 
nches, 
conſpir 
not in 
clinatic 
that a 
choice, 
concili; 
misfort 
my an{ 
me the 
perplen 
one me 
ted wil 
in pro- 
pleaſur 
briagir 
you ur 
from | 
which 
be pla 
power 

Ever 
require 
making 


though 


The Dean of CoLERAINE. T55 


leſs, not being able to form a judgment thereof but 
from ambiguous appearances, ſhe did not think her- 
ſelf in the leaſt authorized to give herſelf further up 
to her inclinations ; but in what manner ſoever he 
was affedted towards her, ſhe ſhould not find it an 
eaſy taſk to ſubdue a love ſo tender; and to ſatisfy 
her mind by ſome ſenſible proof, ſhe would employ” 
all ſhe had in the world to procure his liberty 
Far from oppoling her reſolution, continued Dilnick, 
I repreſented to her, that I knew few gentlemen 
upon whom ſhe could caſt her eyes with more de- 
corum and honour ; that your brother was indeed 
without a fortune, but that with his birth and na- 
tural endowments, there was no fortune fo high tv 
which he might not aſpire ; that for her part, her ;Þþ 
years, the flight and old age of her father, her 
nches, her title as an only heireſs, all in a word 
conſpiring to make her think of marriage, ſhe couid 
not in the leaſt be condemned for following the in- 
clination of her heart in diſpofing of her hand, and 
that among a thoufand reaſons for approving of her 
choice, ſhe would have this one, that of working a re- 
conciliation between two illuſtrious houſes, whom the 
mizfortunes of the times had divided. She received 
my anſwer with tears of joy. She has repoſed on 
me the care of her happineſs, and being continually 
perplexed with her preſent fears, ſhe has not taken 
one moment's reſt all night; but has been diſtrac- 4 
ted with the thoughts how to make herſelf moſt uſeful 4 

in procuring Patrick his liberty. I have had the 34 
pleaſure of taking the charge, added Dilnick, of | 
bringing to you what ſhe judged moit proper to help | 
you under the firſt trouble, and I have not concealed = 
from her, that in order to ſhorten the difficulties, J 
which your delicacy might raiſe, my ſirſt ſtep ſhould wh 
be plainly to intruſt you with that confidence and- = | 
power which ſhe has given me to ſerve her. | | 
Every part of this diſcourſe ſeemed to me to 41 
require more reflection than I was then capable of ; 4 
making, under the neceſſity I ſtood of diſcovering my 1 
inouphts of it out of hand by my anſwer. The 
5 ſentiments. 
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ſentiments of Sarah for Patrick could nor but inſpire 
me with as much eſtcem as gratitude for her; but I 
called to mind the ſtory my brother told me ſome 
hours before, and how could I imagine that a heart, 
filled with his Julia, could have power to engage in 
this new amour, which I ſhould blame him for con- 
cealing from me? However, without ſuch a ſuppoſi- 
tion, 1 could neither give a juſt anſwer to the fa- 
vourable overtures I had received, nor with honour 
accept of the aſſiſtance, which Sarah could by no 
mean3 intend for the lover of another lady. In 
rendering juſtice to her generolity, I ſhould have in- 
cluded that which ought to have been attributed to 
her love. The one was evidently the motive of the 
other, and probity would not permit me to let her 
remain in her error. Under this uncertainty I 
took the only courſe that could deliver me from it. 
My chaiſe was ready for my journey to Dublin, 
Without opening my intentions to Dilnick, I in- 
treated him to ſuffer me immediately td wait on 
him to his kiaſwoman, making no other pretence 
for my viſit than my great gratitude z of which 
I ought not to delay in making acknowledgements. 
My hopes were, that in acquitting myſelf of ſo juſt a 
debt I might dexterouſly procure ſome light into the 
diſpoſitions of Patrick, and that - according to his 
conduct with his miſtreſs I ſhould altogether regu- 
late the opinion I was endeavouring to form of his 
deſigns» and the marks of approbation which I 
could not refuſe giving. 

The diſtance was but ſhort. We found Sarah, 
who appeared to wait the return of ber conh- 
dant with great impatience. The ardour, which 
ſhe could not moderate in ſeeing him, was all at 
once cooled by her ſurpriſe in diſcovering that I 
followed him. I had prayed Dilnick to go a little 
before, to prepoſſeſs her with my arrival. He gave 
her an account in few words of all the circumſtances 
of his journey ; at leaſt her bluſhes gave me room 
to jud2e, as I was ſaluting her, that ſhe thought I 
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This thought made me uſe the moſt plain and ſimpſe 
expreſſions, in order to ſpare her modeſty. To my 
thanks and acknowledgements, ſhe anſwered, that 
ſhe ſhould think herſelf very happy if Dilnick, who 
had propoſed to her the giving her hand to my brother, 
had fully declared all the real eſteem ſhe had for him, 
and the honour. which ſhe 1magincd ſhe ſhould re- 
ceive in making an alliance with my family : That 
her father, when he left Ireland, where his misfor— 
tunes left him little hopes ever to appear publicly, 
again, had given her authority, by a writing under 
his hand, to ſeek an honourable opportunity of 
marriage; that the inclination ſhe felt for my bro- 
ther was fixed by this new misfortune that beſe! 
him on his arrival; for ſhe muſt confeſs, to the 
ſhame of her father, that we had none to accuſe 
but him; that even this reaſon ought to ſerve to 
make Patrick more dear to her, and for him to 
eſtimate the offer which ſhe made of her heart and 
fortune as a juſt reparation for the miſchicfs he un- 
juſtly ſuffers; that her father, whoſe intentions ſhe 
did not fear to lay open, would infallibly approve of- 
her deſigns from the fame views :. And defiring me 
to follow her into her cloſet, I will ſhew you, ſays | 
ſhe, by his laſt letter, that thoſe fentiments cannot o 
be ſuſpected. She in reality produced a letter of re- | 
cent date, in which, ameng a number of re- | 
proaches that he had laid on his conduct, he accuſed p 
himſelf particularly of having violated his grati- "i 
tude and attachment due to my father and our fa. J. 

mily. How much do I apprehend, ſays he, that | 

my falſe depoſitions will become fatal to his children, | 

and that their misfortunes will one day be a ſcandal (| 

and diſgrace to my memory! I interrupted his daugh- 0 
ter: This piece, ſays I, is of the laſt importance for yl 
Patrick, and you cannot ſhew yourſelf better affected 10 \ 
to him, than by producing it for his juſtification. _ i 
She immediately apprehended in what ſenſe a letter 
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of this nature might conduce to his ſervice; and I 1 

ſaw her ſome moments held in ſuſpenſe between 1 

her duty to the honour of her father and the inte- 11 
nel. | 
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ret of her lover. But when I repreſented to her, 
that there was more glory in retracting an impoſture, 
than ſhame in committing it, and_that the public 
alſo made a juſt difference between voluntary faults, 
and thoſe into which the neceſſity of certain ſitua— 
tions might hurry men of the greateſt . honour, ſhe 
without difficulty committed this retraction into 
my hands, of which I hoped the molt favourable 
effect for my brother. 

Proceedings thus noble and diſintereſted ſo augment- 
ed the eſteem which I thought I already owed this 
generous daughter, that from that moment I wiſhed 
from the bottom of my Heart ſhe might meet with 
all the returns of love and fidelity which ſhe ſeem- 
ed to hope for from Patrick. I am in baſte to make 
this confeſſion, to draw the attention of my readers 
to the juſtice and force of the reaſons which inſen- 
ſibly engaged me in the moſt fatal ſtep that heaven 
ever permitted human prudence to be hurried. I con- 
ceived an affection for the beautiful Sarah, and 1 
thought her worthy of it. Her fortune, which alone 
was a conſiderable advantage to my brother, did not 
prepofleſs me more in her favour than the excel- 
lency of her natural qualifications, and the teſtimo— 
nies | received of her virtue. What could happen 
more fortunate for Patrick than to fall all at once into 
an abundance of wealth, and the love of an ami- 
able woman, whole prudence and charms might fo 
agreeably fix the reſtleſſneſs of his character? I did 
not ſcruple to interpret my thoughts in a manncr 
ſuitable to theſe reflections. Nevertheleſs, my remem- 
brance of Patrick's ſtory left me a ſubje& for ſome 
diffidence, and I could have wiſhed to have the rea- 
fons cleared up that perſuaded Sarah to think that 
he had an inclination for her. | took occaſion to 
inquire into this particular, from a modeſt anſwer 
which ſhe gave to. what I ſaid. My brother would be 
a monſter, ſaid I, if he were not ſenſible of the va- 
Yue of your heart. He is yet ignorant of your fa- 
yours; but I doubt not but in the opportunity be had 
of couverſing with you, he has given you demonſtra- 
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tions that he is capable of diſtinguiſhing your merit, 
and of binding himſelf to you, as much by love as 
ratitude. She anſwered mie with the fame air of 
modeſty, that without explaining his ſentiments, he 
diſcovered ſome ſatisfaction in ſeeing her, and ſhe 
thought ſhe could pur a good interpretation on mat- 
ters in her favour. This anſwer not being ſufficient 
to remove my fears, I expreſſed myſelf more plain- 
ly, that notwithſtanding the havock in our fortune, 
which made the money ſhe was fo good to ſend me, 
very uſeful for the ſituation of Patrick, yet I did not 
think that honour would ſuffer me to make uſe of 
it without informing him firſt of his happineſs. I am 
going to Dublin, ſays I; the rigour with which he is 
treated will not extend ſo far as to forbid me the li- "2 | 
berty of ſeeing him. I flatter myſelf I ſhall bring 5 | 
back to you, in a few days, expreſſions of his gratt- | #4 
tude, and a confirmation of whatever your good- | 
f 


neſs has made me coujecture. She conceived in the 
end what raiſed my ſcruples. Her complaints raiſed 
in me a new admuation. How! ſays ſhe, indepen- 
dent of my love, of which I onght no longer to make is 
myſtery, do you carry ſo great a merit -to the ac- » #1 10 
count of aiding an unhappy neighbour wich ſome ſu- ak 
perfluous money? would you refuſe me the ſame | 
ſervice if I were in the like ſituation ? She firmly 
rejected all my excuſes, and I could” not obtain her 
leave for my departure, until I promiſed to re- * 
turn home, and take the charge of a part of what . 
ſhe had ſent. To pleaſe her, Dilnick engaged to 1 
take a journey with me to Dublin, and to give 
her a ſpeedy information of the ſucceſs of our en- 


terprize, | ' 

In addition to the thoughts I have laid open, A! 
] imagined that in whatever manner Patrick's af- f 
fections were diſpoſed to her, acknowledgment and 1 
gratitude would be the moſt fair motive to en— 1 


gage his conſent to our propoſals, and that I could 1 
not take a more promiſing courſe to bind a heart 1 
ſo ſenſible as his. This reflection diminiſhed the re- 1 
pugnance I bad to make uſe of the generoſity of J. 


At 1] 
others. | | . 


160 The Dean of CoLERAMINE. 


others. Dilnick and I took up with us at firſt ten thou- 
ſand franks, a confiderable ſum in Ireland. Patrick 
having nothing to upbraid himſelf with, and the ſe. 
verity of the government being quickened with no. 
thing but ſuſpicions, I did not apprehend they intended 
to carry matters againſt him to violent extremities, 
But I knew by experience the ſlackneſs of the pro- 
ceedings of the court, and diſtracted as I was by 
other cares, I bore with me through all my journey 
ſuch an extreme melancholy as amazed Dilnick. He 
aſcribed it to nothing but the fear that alarmed me 
for my brother, and labouring to give ſome interrup- 
tion to thoſe idle fancies, to which I was continually 
given up, he related to me the manner in which he 
had contributed to the eſcape of Sarah's father, 

The caſtle of Dublin, which is the priſon for flate- 
criminals, 1s an ancient building, fortified with many 
inacceſſable towers, where priſoners are guarded with 
great vigilance. Fincer was ſhut up in one of the ſtrong- 
eſt of them, and his friends after a thouſand trials de- 
ſpaired of opening a way for themſelves to him. His 
ruin nevertheleſs appearing inevitable, they were un- 
der daily apprehenſions, that when his life was brought 
to the laſt extremity, ſome alarms of conſcience might 
make him reveal the names of his accomplices, and 
ſome of the beſt families of Ireland expected this cata- 
ſtrophe in fear and trembling, being apprehenſive of 
being therein intangled in the perſon of ſome relation 
or friend. Dilnick, intereſted upon Lis own account, 
farmed the plan of a contrivance which no other per- 
fon could have executeg ſo luckily. His uſual reſi- 
dence being upon an eſtate remote from the capital], 
he had little apprehenſion of being known in Dublin. 
Nevertheleſs, he took precautions againſt chis danger 
by diſguiſing himſelf under the habit of a citizen. 
This garb beſides was proper for his project. He 
knew from the pains his friends had taken to inform 


themſelves of the moſt minute circumſtances, that the 


keeper of this particular tower, which was made uſe 
of as Fincer's priſon, was a married man, and the fa- 
ther of many children. Under divers pretexts he 
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found the means of making an acquaintance with one 
of his daughters, and without fli-king at beauty, he 
caſt his eyes upon her whom he judged in haſte for 
marriage. His propoſa! of taking her to wife fol- 
lowed cloſe his firlt declaration of love. To make 
himſelf agreeable to the ſath-r, he talked of a conſi- 
derable ſum of money which he was ſeeking an oppor- 
tunity to lay out; and efkiig bim if he knew any per- 
ſon of reputation with whom he might ſafely lodge it, 
he then propoſed to him to take the care of it upon 
himſelf. After this ſtep, his friendſhip and eſteem 
ſeeming to increaſe by degrees, he aſſociated him in 
the profits of his trade without other condition than 
charging himſelf with the care and conduct of it. 
The goaler thought himſelf very happy in the alte- 
ration which his crcdulous ſon-in-law was going to 
make in his circumſlances. He engaged to give him 
his daughter, as ſoon as he ſhould toach the promiſed 
ſum, which Dilnick had effectually ſcraped together 
from the purſes of a great many of his friends. Du- 
ring all this interval, he carefully avoided mentioning 
eren the name of Fincer, or taking any notice 
that he was informed of his affairs, or under whole 
cuſtody he was ; but when he put the money into the 
keeper's hands, Dilnick innocently and without the 
lealt ſhew of affectation mentioned, that there was 
due to him another ſum of money, the loſs of which 
he was apprehenſive of, becauſe he had neglected ſome 
formalities to give force to the obligation, and that 
lis debtor being one of the conſpirators whom the 
government had arreſted, he had but a lender ap- 
pearance of getting any thing of it from a man 
whom perhaps be ſhould never ſee again. Greedineſs 
of gain raiſing a curioſity in the keeper, he naturally 
named Fincer. This ſhifting and going about the 
buſh carried with it ſo little ſuſpicion, that Dilnick 
immediately hit his mark. One could not even accuſe 
the keeper of having violated his duty. He did a 
good turn without any intention of harm, for a 
man whom he already looked upon as his ſon-in-law. 
Dilnick having gained admittance into Fincer's priſon, 
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ſucceeded without difficulty in making him enter into 
the intention of his viſit, and the meaning of his 
diſcourſe. The buſineſs at firſt was only to flip a 
note into his hand, to advertiſe him of the defign of 
2 his eſcape. Fincer out of hand took the 

int, and obtained the liberty of converſing with 
Dilnick many times, by acknowledging that he was 
ſenſible he owed him a conſiderable ſum, but that the 
accounts he had furniſhed him with were obfcurely 
made up, and conſequently he demanded a new ac- 
count. This ſimple and plain anſwer again deceived 
the avarice of the Keeper. He conſented to give 
them another opportunity to clear_up and ſettle the 
matters in diſpute. Dilnick took the advantage of 
ſeveral viſits to furniſh his friend with many inſtru— 
ments to faciliate his eſcape ; which nevertheleſs ano- 
ther more fortunate ſtratagem ſpared him the trou- 
ble of employing. The truſt repoſed by the Keeper 
in Dilaick encouraged him in the end to ſhew him an 
obligation fair written and formally drawn, by which 
he was aſſured of the payment of his money ; and he 
ſhewed ſo much ſatis faction at the eaſe with which he 
obtained his defires, that he readily engaged the 
keeper to join with him in ſome prateful requital. 
The teſtimony of acknowledgment agreed upon was, 
that they ſhould, without acquainting him with it, 
carry a ſupper into the priſoner's chamber. The 
daughter contracted to Dilnick was the only perſon ad- 
mitted to this feaſt, except her father. Fincer had 
the addreſs to endear them to him more and more by 
propoſing an immediate celebration of the marriage. 
It was in the midſt of this jollity, which wine and 
| veal inſpired in the gueſts, that Dilnick ſlew the 
ather with one ſtab of a poiniard, whilſt Fincer 
threatned to ſerve the daughter in the fame manner, 
if ſhe offered to make the leaſt noiſe. Their deſign 
was to make the daughter aid their eſcape, in obliging 
her to appear with them at the gate, and Fincer having 
put on the cloaths of the keeper was in hopes to pat: 
without any difficulty under favour of the darknets. 


But this unhappy daughter, terrified at the death of 
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her father, and her own danger, fell into ſo deep a 
ſwoon, that deſpairing to bring her to herſelf, they 
puſhed forward their flight. The danger of paſling 
the gate was leſs than that of Fincer's delay, who 
nevertheleſs got out undiſcovered in the habit of the 
keeper. Their friends were moreover planted near 
to favour their ſally, and by meanz of many relays 
of horſes placed on the road, they got to tbe ſea-fide 
before the dawning of the day. 

It would be admirable ſays Dilnick, when he had 
concluded his relation, if we ſhould find your bro- 
ther in the ſame tower from whence I got out Fin- 
cer. You know then the way, fays I laughing ; but 
you have one thing to fear, that you may not find your 
father-in-law's family ſo favourably diſpoſed. This 
diſcourſe, which was no more than a banter, proved 
to be verified in earneſt. The firſt news I had of 
Patrick's fate was; that he was in reality ſhut up in 
the ſame tower from whence Fincer made his eſcape. 
All the city was already informed of his adventure, 
and the memory of mine, which was very recent, 
helped to increaſe yet more the curioſity of the pub- 
lic. I recommended to Dilnick to purſue his zeal 
with diſcretion 3 and not having any thing to manage 
for myſelf, I went without fear to the viceroy's pa- 
lace, where I had the ſatisfaction to ſee myſelf recei- 
ved with ſome marks of diſtinction. This lord had 
me called in, and anticipating what I had to ſay, he 
juſtified himſelf honourably, from the neceſſity which 
the nature of his employment laid him under, to do 
violence to his inclinations, in ſupporting the rights 
of the crown and the king's authority : If your 
brother be innocent, added he, I will make it my bu- 
ſineſs to make him a reparation for the trouble I 
have cauſed him. I prefſed his excellency to hear 
what I had to offer in his defence, But he refuſed 
me this favour, under, pretence that the judgment of 
an affair of ſuch importance did not depend ſolely on 
his authority. 'The permiſſion to ſee him, with which 
I was obliged to be content, was fold to me rather 
than granted me; for I did not obtain it but on con- 
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dition, that a guard or a meſſenger of ſtate ſhould be 
preſent, to be a witneſs of our diſcourſe. 
Nevertheleſs, this was a favour of great value, 
and which I did not fail immediately to turn to ac- 
count; yet under the fear that it was granted me on- 
ly for one time, I returned to the place where I had 
left Dilnick, and conſulted him about the advice 
which it was proper to give my brother. He recom- 
mended to me to carry him a thouſand crowns, which 
might ſerve him for more than one uſe ; and explain- 
ing his views particularly, he aſſured me, that if upon 
his firſt examination nothing ſo conſiderable ſhould be 
found in his charge, as to give them room to proceed 
againſt him for high-treaſon, there was not a ſingle 
inhabitant of Dublin, whom the hope of a much 
ſlighter reward would not engage to undertake any 
thing for his liberty. This, added he, I have ſeen 
verified in Fincer's affair. The ſcarcity of money 
makes it ſo precious to the Iriſh, that they would en- 
gage in any thing to obtain it; but the terrible exe. 
cutions, by which the government would cement the 
royal authority, have ſpread ſuch a terror over Dub- 
lin, that they all turned pale at the ſole mention of 
high-treaſon. He obliged me to put this remark 
in writing, and to lodge the paper in the purſe with 
the thouſand crowne, I cannot flatter myſelf, ſays I, 
that my Argus will afford me the liberty of putting 
the purſe into my brother's hands, without examining 
what it contaias, Begin then by gaining him over, 
replied Dilniek; an hundred piſtoles will make you the 
maſter of all thoſe vena] ſouls. I eafily ſaw, that 
this enterpriſe was poſſible; hut I ſtuck at two ſcru- 
ples; one aroſe from my principles of religion, 
which would not ſuffer me to ſeduce a man by a bribe to 
the violation of his duty ; the other was the delicacy 


of my horour, which made me conſider it as an un- 


worthy action to employ Sarah's money in my bro- 
ther's ſervice, without being ſatisfied of his intentions 
to marry her. However, an hundred piſtoles not being 
. ſo conſiderable a ſum, but that I could make reſtitu- 
tion of it out of my own mcome, I ſhould have got 
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over this obſtacle, if the other had not acted on me 
with all its force. I informed Dilnick of my diffi- 
culties, and he treated them as a weak chimera ; but 
not having power to change my ſentiments, he ſuffered 
me to leave him without giving much oppoſition to 
them. 

went to the caſtle, conducted by a ſtate meſſenger, 
whom the viceroy had named to me. Patrick -was 
greatly affected at my diligence, and at the firſt ex- 
preſſions of my friendſhip. Alas! ſays he, it is not 
my life nor hberty that cauſe my fears ; but what 
will become of my filter? Who will ſolicit for my 
brother ? You do not repreſent to yourſelf, added he, 
all the horror of their ſituation, ſince it is to me you 
think yourſclf indebted in your firſt cares. Go, be- 
gone for Paris, where your preſence is more neceſſary 
than in Dublin; and under whatever pretext they de- 


tain me here, commit the defence of my innocence 


to heaven, I commended his natural affection; but 
anſwered I, how can you think that the moſt preſſing 
object of my cares is not what gives me the molt 
piercing alarms ? Shall I leave you to periſh without 
help for the ſake of carrying my aid at a diſtance, 
which perhaps would be uſeleſs to your brother and 
Roſe, of whom you have not repreſented to me the 
danger as an extremity ſo very urgent ? Patrick in- 
terrupted me; I believe, ſays he, George is ſafe from 
ſome of his fears ; but my misfortunes oblige me to 
open my heart upon the other ſubject of our diſtreſs, 
which my ſole defire of ſparing you made me in ſome 
meaſure diſguiſe in my recit«] : Roſe is virtuous, you 
need not doubt it ; ſhe has ſupported- our misfortunes 
with courage, and appears inſenſible to her own : But 
ſhe is on the brink of falling into the moſt extreme in- 
digence. The amorous diligence of the duke of 
does not abate one moment. A ſtranger, young, cre- 
dulous Pardon me if I lay before you my miſ- 


givings of all that threatens her. The molt eſtabliſhed 
virtue has need of aſſiſtance; and who can aſſure 
you that one inſtant neglected may not ſometimes draw 
on irreparable conſequences? He would have con- 
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tinued, but his diſcourſe had already made on me 
too ſtrong impreſſions. Even the air of obſcurity, 
that he appeared to affect, helped to augment my 
trouble. I interrupted him in my turn, but with 
ſentiments ſo piercing and bitter, that 1 was not at 
all ſurpriſed at the effects theyiproduced. O Heaven! 
cried 1, grant your relief, and do not abandon an 
unfortunate girl! Alas! Patrick, why do you rend 
in pieces my heart? I bear you all three in it, but 
how cruelly are you ſeparated ! Dreadful ſeparation ! 
Where can I turn myſelf? Where can I run? Where 
can I apply my firſt relief? Ought I to have quitted 
Paris? But why? Did you not reject my counſels ? 
A thouſand complaints of this nature, which I let 
fall in my tranſport, touched the heart of the mel- 
ſenger ſo ſenſibly, that he mingled ſome marks of 
obliging compaſſion with our diſcourſe. The fer- 
vency with which we at firft expreſſed ourſelves on 
ſeeing one another again, made us give Jittle atten- 
tion to our being obſerved. The natural and free 
expreſſions of our griefs had mollified the fierce na- 
ture of the meſſenger, I was touched with his con- 
cern, in ſpite of the anguiſh that ſhook me, and [I 
thought that acknowledgments were a juſt reaſon for 
making him a recompence. I offered him a part of 
the ſum which Dilnick thought enough to corrupt 
him. The favourable diſpoſitions into which T found 
the means of putting him, were no more than what 
he entered into naturally, and J had nothing to pro- 
Poſe that did not ſuit with his duty. He greedily 
received my offers; his zeal increafed, and ſeeing 
nothing in us but innocence, he ſaid, that from all 
he had obſerved, he ſaw no room to hinder us from 
treating of our domeſtic affairs in private. 

I could then open myſelf at liberty, and I ſaid 
to Patrick, alas! how unſeaſonable is the time ! 
hew can I leave you in the danger you are, to fly 
to the aid of Roſe? And ought I to abandon our 
unhappy filter on the brink of the precipice you 
have laid before me? I think, continued I, ſtopping 
the impatience he ſhewed to make me an anſwer, I 


think, 
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thiak, my dear Patrick, that with a little preſence 
of mind and firmneſs of reſolution, you may eaſily 
reſiſt our proſecutors, and make your innocence 
triumph. I am happily got out of this embarraſ- 
ment. But your eaſy nature ſtrikes me with terror. 
I fear from your way of thinking upon the events of 
life, and from this melancholy indifference, which 
your late adventures have redoubled in you, that you 
will make but a bad defence for yourſelf ; you will 
abandon yourſelf to injuſtice, in thinking yourſelf 
ſufficiently revenged by diſdain. You are more ca- 
pable than any man to employ yourſelf in the de- 
fence of another, and yet will do nothing for your 
own. Shall I then leave you here under ſuch a cruel 
doubt, and not rather expoſe my life for the defence 
of that of a brother, who is to me fo dear? Ah! 
proceeded I, embracing him, that you were in a con— 
dition to reliſh an advice, which would repair all our 
misfortunes! You might then place the repoſe and 
honour of Roſe in ſecurity ; you might facilitate the 
liberty of George; you might keep me about you to 
advance your own ; you might re-eſtabliſh our houſe 
in its ancient luſtre; in fine, you might become the 
ſupport and glory of an unhappy family, which is 
now on the brink of ruin, and which cannot be 
raiſed but by you. I am not naming to you any chi- 
merical advantages; all the bleſſings I have men- 
tioned are in your own hands; I offer them to you, 
and I conjure you to accept of them. 

I looked ſtedfaſtly in his face, and laboured to 
throw into my eyes all the air of confidence and 
ſatisfaction, that I could not have but after an aſ- 
ſurance of obtaining my deſires. On his part he re- 
mained unquiet and agitated, as if he had a foreſight 
of what my propoſals were going to drive at. But, 
do you doubt, anſwered he, that I will not embrace 
with ardour whatever may conduct us to ſuch great 
bleſſings, eſpecially if it be by ways worthy of us? 
No, I do not doubt it in the leaſt, replied i, if you 
have any love for your family, if the intereſt of 
Roſe touches you, if you are ſenſible of the merit, 5 
the 
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the ' generoſity, of the wiſhes that a lady has to 
pleaſe you, and to purchaſe your heart by a thouſand 
favours In ſhort, without giving him time to re- 
collect himſelf, I continued to inform him, that 
Sarah Fincer, whoſe beauty and wealth he was no 
ſtranger to, conſented to make him -maſter of her 
fortune and perſon ; that Dilnick, her neareſt rela- 
tion, had made the propoſal to me; that ſhe had con- 
firmed it with her own mouth; and that conſultin 
nothing but her inclination nnd eſteem, ſhe had al- 
ready doue for him all that a huſband could expect 
from a tender and virtuous wife. She has ſtripped 
herſclf naked, ſays I, of all that ſhe had moſt pre- 
cious ; ſhe has ſacrificed her money, her diamonds, 
her jewels and even her plate; that is as much as to 
ſay, the would ſacrifice herſelf for you. I never 
knew any thing ſo modeſt and diſcreet as her nature, 
nor ſo tender as her ſentiments. See if this be pay- 
ing too dear for all the conveniences we want; which 
we may procure a a moment by giving your conſent 
to what I have propoſed to you. You ought to per. 
ceive that being ci.orged with Sarah's generoſity, I 
can preſerve Role by quitting you, and put into her 
hands ſufficient to enable her to remove herſelf from 
the aids of others. It is you yourſelf muſt do her 
this important ſervice, in {ending her part of that 
wealth, which I would not have accepted of but for 
you. Free us from this inquietude ; I will remain 
in Dublin to aſſiſt you with my counſels and cares. 
J will place you in a few days within the arms of 
an amiable woman, and one paſſionately in love 
with you. You will become the head, the protector, 
the father of your family 5 you will all at one ftroke 
perfect our happineſs and your on; one word, one 
fipn to ſignify your conſcut will make us all happy. 
The heart of Patrick was as it were locked up 
in proportion to my efforts for opening it. He ap- 
peared diſmayed at what I ſaid, and his confterna- 
tion ſpread itſelf over his countenance, Alas! an- 


ſwered he, caſting down his eyes, what is it you pro— 
poſe to me? Have you forgot what I told you about 
three 


three 
our haf 
ſubject 
I am 1 
by oat 
ſhe has 
her's ; 

which 

you, a 
Roſe. 

paſs y. 
aſſiſtan 
me. 

It v 
herſelf 
to ſtop 
I did 
crowns 
to deli 
to tak 
ceive t] 
gularit 
hold o 
trick's 
him, I 
ſwer te 
on an 
the pet 
ſo as t. 
to dee] 


The Dean of CoLxRAINxE. 169 


three days ago? It is to put our fortune and 
our happineſs under poſſible conditions, which muſt 
ſubje& us to perjury and perfidy ? Think you, that 
I am not more bound to Julia by inclination than 
by oaths; that ſhe has received my faith; that 
ſhe has given me her's ; that I am leſs my own than 
her's; and that I have any power over a heart in 
which ſhe reigns with ſo juſt a right? What ſtops 
you, added he, e Begone to Paris; go aſſiſt 
Roſe. The ſuccours for preſerving her do not ſur— 
paſs your power; and I do not deſire any further 
aſſiſtance in Dublin than what my innocence gives 
me. 
It was manifeſt to me, that Sarah had flattered 
herſelf prepoſterouſly. This explanation was enough 
to ſtop the uſe I might have made of her liberality. 
I did not ſpeak a word to Patrick of -the thouſand 
crowns I had ready to offer him, and I ſet myſelf 
to deliberate alone on the courſe remaining for me 
to take. Nevertheleſs, having a difficulty to con- 
ceive that a-paſſion, which I looked upon as an irre- 
gularity and licentiouſneſs of an idle youth, could 
hold out a long time in a mind ſo tender as Pa- 


trick's againſt. all the reaſons which I had given 


him, I exhorted him, without giving a further an- 
{wer to what I had advanced, to meditate well up- 
on an affair of ſuch importance. I have obtained 
the permiſſion of ſeeing you, ſaid I, raiſing my voice 
ſo as to be heard by the meſſenger, this 1s in effe& 
to declare, that it is not thought fit to treat you with 
rigour, The conſideration for which you are in euſ- 
tody is not importunate, ſince this honeſt man does 
not take from us the liberty of converſing together. 
I will return to you again to-day. 

I affected alſo not to open myſelf on the troubles 
of Roſe, that I might leave him in poſſeſſion of all 
his reſtleſsneſs, which appeared to me to be a power- 
ful perſuaſive to a heart ſuch as his. My deſign 
was not leſs in going from the caſtle to take juſt 
meaſures for procuring a moderate ſum for my 
ſiſter. This was the hope I had of ſeeing Sarah's 
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deſires ſucceed, which had engaged me more than 
neceſſity to receive her money ; for I had enough of 
my own remaining to make head again{t my embar. 
raſments, at leaſt on one ſide of them, and I did not 
at all deſpair of finding other aids from the gene- 
. rolity of ſome friends, with whom I had always lived 
in greater. friendſhip than with the Fineers. I then 
quitted Patrick, without leaving him any other ſubject 
for reflection than the advantages I had propoſed, 
and his alarms for his ſiſter. But a cruel incident, 
againſt which all the integrity of my views could not 
before hand fortify me, at one ſtroke augmented my 
grief, and was near deſtroying all my hopes. 
Dilnick, whom 1 left alone, did not think that the 
adventure he had related to me was a reaſon for con- 
cealing himic!f in ſuch a town as Dublin. Change 
of dreſs, and the care he had taken to chooſe a 
lodging far from the caſtle, appeared to him to be 
two ſuificient ſecurities. Without other, precautions, 
he employed the ume of my abſence in viſiting his 
friends, who lived in ſeveral quarters of the. town. 
The danghter of the keeper whom he had poniarded, 
this ſame miſtreſs, whom hePpretended to marry, dif- 
covered him in his paſſing; through a by-ſtreet; and, 
Joining to the vengeance of her father a reſentment 
for her own ſhame, the reſolved at any expence to 


deliver him up to juſtice. Dilnick was in a coach; 


ſhe determined to follow him on foot for a good part 
of the day, until being fully ſatisfied of the place of 
his lodgings, ſhe thought to have him arteſted at a ſure 
blow. I arrived from the caſtle, to conſult with him 
upon the ſhorteſt way of getting a bill of exchange 
on Paris. I had ſcarce began to tell him my mind, 
before a naiſe, occaſioned by the reſiſtance of our 
ſervants, made us fear ſome inſult. I put Dilnick in 
mind, that he had nothing to fear but for himſelf, 
and I adviſed him to ſecure himſelf by flight, without 
making an account how he might be prepared for an 
uſeleſs defence. He followed my advice ſo luckily, 
that eſcaping through a window that looked into the 
garden, he had time to remove himſelf from that 

quarter, 
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quarter, before they were in readineſs to purſue 
him. 

In the mean time the noiſe increaſing by the 


cries of the guard, who threatened to force the doors, 


[ preſented myſelf before them, to know the cauſe. 
I underſtood from my ſervants, that at the fight alone 
of many people armed, they had choſe to break dow: 
a ſtrong door that was ſeparated from our apartment. 
This precaution ſaved Dilnick, who had time enough 


to take refuge with one of his friends. As to me, 


have nothing to fear, I gave orders to my people to 
open the doors; andappearing before the guard, I com- 
plained of the trouble they had given me. The of- 
ficer made me no other anſwer, but that he had a 
warrant from the viceroy to arreſt an enemy of the 
governmetſt, and to ſeize every thing that he found 
in the ſame chamber. This commiſſion, which was 
delivered in no other terms, was executed on the 
ſpot. Although the officer, who had made inquities 
in the houſe, was ſurpriſed to find me alone, yet 
he was ſatizhed to make an exact ſearch through all 
the cloſets, and neither hearkening to my juitifica- 
tions nor complaints, he lodged me in the cattle pri- 


ſon, whilſt my trunks as well as thoſe of Dilnick were 


carried to the viceroy's. | 

We had luckily nothing in our cuſtody but Fin- 
cer's letter, which I had got from his daughter. 
This reflection ſupported a little my ſpirits; and 
reaſonably «imagining that the name of Dilnick had 
not even been mentioned in the former adventure, 
| flattered myſelf that fiace the accuſation of his 
enemy could not. be verified by his preſence, it would 
fall to the ground of itſelf, together with all pur- 
ſuits for juſtice. I foreſaw alſo that it would coſt my 
lncerity ſomething in anſwering roundly updn my 
examination; but I wag in hopes of eluding all 
queſtions, by proteſting that I never had any acquain- 
tance with Dilnick, and by proving the ſame by the 
teſtimony of divers men of honour, with whom L 
tved in familiarity; that I did not know him above 
two days. This manner of defending myſelf might 
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alſo ſerve to render his enemy ſuſpected of impoſ. 
ture, and of having given too light a credit to her 
ill-will; ſeeing that not having any proofs to give of 
her accuſation, it would be natural, in an affair that 
reflected on the honour of a man of rank, to have 
the matter related rather from appearances favourable 
to him, than from the depoſitions of a daughter with+ 
out reputation and without notice. The remem. 
brance of Roſe was then the only weight under which 
my imagination could not be comforted. The in- 
{tances of Patrick, and his equivocal expreſſions, fe- 
turned into my mind, and having too great a bias to 
magnify the dangers by my fears, I made bitter la- 
mentations to heaven all night of the obſtacles 
which hindered me from giving that ſuccour to vir- 
tue which I had intended. 

It happened nevertheleſs, as I had foreſeen, that 
this affair took a happy turn. The viceroy was 
ſurpriſed to find that it was I who way arreſted. He 
found ſo little reſemblance of truth in the infor- 
mation given, that without making any further in- 
quiry, he reproached them with having made an in- 
conſiderate ſtep, which he thought himſelf obliged 
to make amends for by many apologies. Fincer's 
letter helped to confirm him in this diſpoſition, and 
to inſpire him with favourable thoughts of Patrick, 
The day following, he ordered the door of my pri. 
ſon to be ſet open, with a civil compliment for the 
error into which he had been precipitately thrown. 
The firft uſe I made of my liberty was to go and 
return him thanks. He renewed his excuſes, and 
ſpeaking to me of Fincer's letter, he teſtified the ſa- 
tisfaction he had to find therein an inſight into ſome- 
thing that might be improved to the advantage af 
my family, and the juſtification of my brother, 2: 
fine, whether it happened that he had not fully com 
prehended the firſt account given by thoſe who ar 


- reſted me, and that the ſhame alone of having trouble 


me out of ſcaſun, made him reje& all other explana 
tions, or whether he was at the bottom pleaſed to hat 


found a pretext not to revive an affair which hat 
bee 
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been buried, he did not aſk me the leaſt queſtion of 
what related to Dilnick. It was then publiſhed abroad 
as certain news in Dublin, that I had been unjuſtly 
arreſted upon a ridiculous accuſation, and Dilmck was 
ſo lucky as not to have his name ſo much as menti— 
oned in the whole proceedings. 

Who would not have imagined that my troubles 
were near an end, or at leaſt that I was freed from 
the principal embarraſments that cauſed them? I was 
of the ſame opinion myſelf; and, preſſed by the re- 
membrance of Roſe, I did not loſe a moment in 
going to myJodgings, whither the viceroy aſſured me 
my trunks had been ſent back by his orders. "They 
were there indeed; but my money was vaniſhed, L 
had a dificulty to believe my eyes or my memoran- 
nat dum. I was nevertheleſs convinced, that not only 
the main part of my wealth, but even the thouſand 
He ! crowns that I had carried the day before to the 
caſtle, ought to be in a lèathern bag, wherein I had 


* put it on my return. I was no leſs certain that I had 
in. locked up the dag in my trunk, and that it was car- 
* 1 ried out of my fight by the viceroy's guards. 


5 Without queſtion it was in the ſame hands that car- 


* 1 ried it away from my lodgings, and it was manifeſt I 
- 1; could accuſe no-body but them, and that they ought 
"= to be reſponſible to me for it. I had ſome hopes how- 
* erer that my complaints would be heard, and that 
nM che juſtice of the viceroy would order the reſtitu- 
* on of what I was robbed of without his directions. I 
: 9 returned immediately to the palace, leſs moved by a 
> i reſentment for my loſs, than for a thouſand fright- 
dome ful ideas that already tormented me on account of 


1 what was to come. The viceroy, being acquainted 
5 j ith the roguery of his guards, in a fierce tone 


i the ſame moment ordered'thoſe who had the charge 
is ar ot my trunks to be taken into cuſtody. But his 
ble bains were uſcleſs. Preſent death would not have 

lack made theſe miſerable wretches, who valued money 
1 hai nore than life, let go their booty. They were ex- 
ich ha ceeding faithful to each other in the execution of the 
; pee llany. One could not draw out the leaſt confeſſion 
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to expoſe them to any judicial proceeding. They re- 
ſolutely proteſted that the trunks had not been open. 
ed till they were delivered at the palace, and that the 
viceroy having looked into them with his own eyes, 
it was from him an account ought to be demanded of 
what was loſt. 
This inſolence, which alone would have deſerved 
puniſhment in another nation, and which could not 
be conceived but by ſuch as were acquainted with 
the character of the populace in Ireland, had not 
then leſs ſucceſs, than the misfortunes which threat. 
ered me. The viceroy told me with ſome little 
peeviſhneſs, that he was vexed at my loſs, but that 
I ought not to accuſe any-body but myſelf ; and that 
to be in a condition to require reparation accord- 
ing to the utmoſt rigour of the laws, it was neceſ. 
ſary, that the moment I had been arreſted by his 
guards I ſhould have declared, that I had ſuch a ſum 
in my trunk, of which I accuſed them to have rob- 
bed me. He gave me even to underſtand, that not 
being able to convict them by any proof, I might 
fear that they would vex me in their turn, for demand- 
ing a reparation for à complaint which they might 
treat as a calumny. | 
This was as much as to declare to me, that it was 
time to put an end to my purſuits ; for the telt. 
mony of Dilnick, which would have ſerved as a 
proof of the truth, was not any help to which ! 
could think of having reſource, I had power enough 
over my heart at leaſt to ſuffer me fo to improve my 
misfortunes, as to be a new reaſon of indulgence, 
which ſhould oblige a lord as generous as the vice- 
roy not to ſuffer Patrick to Janguiſh under too tedious 
an expeQation of his lot. He appeared to have 2 
juſt ſenſe of this motive, and I went away fatisfied 
with his promiſes. But it proved a feeble conſolation 
when being retired within myſelf I endured the re- 
united aſſaults of a thouſand paſſions, which I had 
not before felt, and which joined themſelves to thoſe 
of which I had already experienced the full force, 


My inquietude for Roſe and Patrick was by nv * 
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the principal torment that aſſaulted my heart. My 
8 were employed on the generous Sarah, 
whoſe advances were ſo unhappily fruſtrated, and 
who with her affectionate hopes loſt a ſum of mo- 
ney which ſhe might have thought better employed. 
I thought of myſelf, who was loaded with two ſorts 
of debts, neither of which I could ſee any appear- 
ance of ſatisfying ; that of honour, which obliged 
me to the reſtitution of a loan, which all my par- 
ſimony would not for a long time equal the value; 


and that of gratitude, which Patrick's refuſal would 


never ſuffer me to diſcharge. What opinion would 
Sarah have of my adventure? How would ſhe be 
perſuaded that her money had. ſlipped through me 
hands, and that ſhe had no more profit to hope from 
her tenderneſs and generoſity? But ſuppoſing that 
by a long denying of myſelf neceſſaries I might at 
laſt diſcharge the firſt of thoſe two debts, what would 
become of Roſe, to whom I ſhould bereave myſelf of 
the power to afford the leaſt help ? There remained 
only for her the aſſiſtance of heaven; but how has 
ſhe deſerved it, ſays I, by her inclinations after the 
vain occupations of the world, and her refiftance to 
my advice! And from whatever cauſe her fall pro- 
ceeds, is it then leſs terrible to me, whether I liten 
to honour, or conſult nothing but religicn ? 

I paſſed one part of the day agitated by theſe 
reflections, and nothing appeared proper for calm- 
ing my mind, when I received a billet by the hands 
of an unknown perſon, who had not a word to ſay 
in explanation of his commiſſion. I was troubled to 
receive it; but in whatever obſcurity it was couched, 
J had not read two lines of it before I diſcovered that 
it came from Dilnick, who by experience thought him- 
telf under a neceſſity of making uſe of the greateſt 
precautions, He obſerved to me, that being con- 


cealed in the houſe of a faithful friend, he had been 
acquainted with all the train of our adventures; 
that he was informed in the laſt place of the loſs of 
my money; but looking upon this as"the leaſt of our 
misfortunes, he exhorted me to arm myſelf, with for- 
titude, 
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titude, and to depend upon new aſſiſtances, which ke 
had*prepared himſelf to provide for me; that being 
bound ſo near by blood to Sarah, he had already con- 
ceived for Patrick al] thoſe ſentiments which he 
thought due to the huſband of ſo dear a relation ; 
that he was without children, and not thinking his 
eſtate could be better employed, he was reſolved to 
ſell a part of it to ſupply my loſs; that he thought 
this way more eligible than that of ſelling Sarah's 
plate or diamonds, and the rather as ſuch a ſale would 
be drawn out into length, and that he could in a mo- 
ment finiſh his own to one of his friends, to whom 
he had already propoſed it. The concluſion of the 
letter contained other teſtimonies of his zeal, and 
ſome advice which might forward Patrick's liber— 
ty. I obſerved, added he in a poſtſcript, yeſterday 
our diſappointment to Sarah; but I have not thought 
it proper to-day to inform her of the robbery commit- 
ed on you, and I requeft you to uſe the ſame dif- 
eret ion. \ 

This was a new ſubjeQ for gratitude ; but ſuch 
an one as could not but help to redouble the tor- 
ments of my heart. I did not heſitate what an- 
ſwer I ought to give to this iatimation ; it contained 
a preſſing intreaty not to undertake any thing with- 
out firſt receiving ſome explications, which I had pro- 
miſled to fend him in our firſt interview; and com- 
mending his prudence in not committing the place of 
his retreat to a letter, 1 ſupplied him with a me- 
thod by which he might let me ſee him without the 
leaſt danger of a diſcovery. During the ardour of 
my inclinations, inſpired by fo much generoſity, I in- 
tended to have gone immediately to Coleraine, and I 
employed all my credit for raiſing a ſum of mo- 
ney, though it was by mortgaging the laſt of my 
perſonal eſtate, and all the income of my benefice: 
But as I could never reckon to make my borrowings 
amount to ten thouſand franks, ſo I could not for- 
get of what importance it was to Patrick that I ſhould 


be in Dublin when he was brought to his firſt exami- _ 


nation. The quickneſs or delay of proceedings 
ſeemed 


to hi: 
quiet! 
me ai 
poſiti 
had { 
from 
time | 


to me 
dreſſe 
in al 
and | 
one p 
of a c 
me. 

of mi 
he ha 
him t 
cover 
of; b 
capab 
taken 
me. 

from 
you 7 
that 
you, 
has a 


The Dean of CoLERAINE. 177 


ſeemed to me to depend on this ſcene, and it would 
have rended my heart to be ſeparated from him with- 
out knowing what he had to fear or hope. 

I did not let a day pals over without returnin 
to his priſon, as much to deliver him from the in— 
quietude he might ſuffer the day before in not ſeeing 
me _— to my promiſe, as to draw from him 
politive explications of the ſituation of Roſe. I 
had ſome hopes alſo from my laſt perſuaſions, and 
from ſo many preſſing motives, which I had left to 
time to ripen. In regard to his ſiſter, he repeated 
to me, that her principal fear conſiſted in the ad- 
dreſſes and intrigues of the duke of , who had 
in a manner propoſed to her the ruin of her chaſtity 


and honour : But I yet knew that he diſſembled 


one part of his ſentiments, and I was the more afraid 
of a danger which he was obſtinate in diſguiſing from 
me. TI received no more ſatis faction from the ſecond 
of my deſires. He ſorrowfully renewed to me what 
he had before ſaid, with the ſame requeſt to abandon 
him to his unhappy lot. It was not yet time to dil- 
cover to him all circumſtances that he was ignorant 
of; but I added to thoſe reaſons which I knew were 
capable of touching his heart, divers conſiderations 
taken even from the acknowledgments he had made 
me. Conſider, ſays I, that your Julia is raviſhed 
from you without hopes of her coming back ; that 
you are ignorant even of the place of her abode ; 
that ſhe is in the cuſtody of her father, who hates 
you, who has deſtined her for another ſponſe, who 
has already compelled her, perhaps, to receive him ; 
in fine, that you have nothing to promiſe yourſelf 
from her tenderneſs, nor from your He in- 
terrupted me in ſhedding ſome tears: You count my 
troubles, ſays he, but this is not a remedy proper to 
cure them. 

I ſhould have deſpaired of vanquiſhing him, if the 
truſt 1 had in the power of heaven had not made 
me refle& continually, that the hearts of men are in 
God's hands, and that he may change them at his 
pleaſure. Our misfortunes ſeemed to me to be 
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worthy of his pity; and ſeeing nothing but the 
marriage of Patrick that cquld repair them, I waited 
for it as a favour from his goodneſs, in which ne- 
vertheleſs I was prepared to ſee it fail with ſuch re- 
ſignation as men have under misfortunes of which 
they do not ſee the cauſe, and which religion aloue 
teaches them to bear without murmuring. What 
courſe ſhould 1 take under this cruel ſuppoſition ? I 
would throw myſelf at Sarah's knees, at the riſque 
perhaps of dying there for grief; I would confets 
unto her the unfortunate iſſue of her love and ge— 
nerofity ; I would ſubmit to her diſpoſal my life, 
which was not the object molt dear to me, and 
the ſmall ſhare of worldly ſubſtance I enjoy ; and if 
the goodneſs of her heart ſhould leave me both, I 
would fly to Paris, and there offer a-new the ſacrifice 
of them to Roſe, without any other condition than 
that of her loving virtue, and ſometimes following my 
advice. I took ſpecial care not to communicate 
theſe notions to Dilnick, whom I ſaw next day. 
He had ſatisfied my requeſt, by informing me only 
ſimply of the name and - habitation of his friend. 
I conceived the meaning of this addreſs, and not 
neglecting any precaution, I made many turnings 
and windings about the ſtreets before I appeared at 
the place which he had named to me, He received 
me with a joy which gave me room to expect ſome 
favourable news, In reality, getting the ſtart of 
me immediately, I am not much delayed, ſays he, by 
the difficulties you- threw in my way ; for, fearing 
to fail of an opportunity which might not offer every 
day, I have fold to my landlord a part of my 
eſtate, although he knew it, added he laughing, I 
have gained ſomething by this march, for I have 
drawn from him fifteen thouſand franks for what 
was never yet valued at more than thirteen or four- 
teen thouſand. As I exclaimed upon this itep, and 
treated it as unprofitable and inconſiderate. You do 
not know, ſays he, in what a happy point (which 
we yet durſt not even hope for after ſo many tra- 
verſes) our affairs are about to terminate; and do 
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not reproach me with having been too quick, for 
it is to this diligence that I owe all our good for- 
tune, which can now no longer fail us. He con- 
tinued to appriſe me, that thinking himſelf in a 
condition to attempt ſomething with his money, he 
had gone that morning to the preſident of the com- 
mittee eſtabliſhed by the court for the ſettlement of 
the late troubles, and before whom Patrick's affair 
was to be tried; that not being known to him he 
paſſed without fear for a gentleman of our family; 
that in the firſt opening of the diſcourſe he plainly 
underſtood, that no certain fact was alledged againſt 
Patrick, and that he was queſtioned only. upon bare 
fuſpicion ; but apprehending that it would at leaſt 
take up a good deal of time to clear the matter, 
he judged that we had nothing to fear but delays in 
bringing it to a hearing, and the dureſſe of a priſon, 
of which perhaps we could not yet ſee' an end; that 
it would be hazardous to ſound the preſident above- 
board, and therefore without deſiring any favour for 
the criminal, he had requeſted on the contrary that 
the ſtricteſt ſeverity might be uſed in the inquiry and 
judgment, provided they were made with expedition; 
that he added only, that being perſuaded that this 
favour depended on him, if it could be thought no 


injury to his duty, he would without difficulty pro- 


poſe to him ſome motives which might be agreeable 
to his conſcience, and poſſibly beneficial to his af- 
fairs; in fine, that he had talked to him of a thou— 
and piſtoles, which ſhould be ready laid down that 
moment; that upon this propoſal the match was 
concluded, under one condition only, that if nothing 
appeared againſt Patrick, he ſhould be ſet at liberty 
before the end of the month. This promiſe was 
performed on the ſpot by Dilnick's paying ten thou- 
land livres which he had in gold; and as he ap- 
peared to be a man of diſcretion in the way he took, 
to bind the bargain, the preſident undertook the 
execution of it. I am going, ſays Dilnick, to tell 
this happy news to Sarah, and on your fide you. 
may communicate it to Patrick. 
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This relation was not ſo long as to give me time 
to come out of my ſurpriſe, or to put my anſwer in 
better order than my thoughts. I perceived my 
heart to beat with fear and confuſion, But why 
are you in ſuch haſte? ſays I, without being deter- 
mined on what I ſhould ſay; Why do you not at- 
tend to what I am come to talk to you about ? Have 
you ſold your eſtate, continued I, with the ſame em- 
barraſment, to ſerve ſtrangers, nay, without conſult- 
ing them, without knowing whether they are in a 
condition to ſatisfy advances and generoſities of this 
nature? If this, replied Diluick, be the only dif- 
ficulty you labour under, you may be pacified, and 
have no more diſturbance for an acknowledgment, 
which I ſhall not impoſe on you as an obligation for 
the benefit. Sarah muſt inherit my eſtate, What 
ſignifies it whether ſhe enters into poſſeſſion to-day 
or after my death? ſeeing I fhall haye enough re- 
maining to live on with comfort. I know, added he, 
that I ſhall pleaſe her by this tender mark of my 
affection, and that ſhe will prefer the ſervice I went to 
do her to my whole inheritance. 

Touched yet more with theſe ſentiments than with 
their effects, I made no reply, but by acknowledging 
that I put a juſt value on them; and taking my 
leave of Dilnick under ſome pretence, I went im— 
mediately to the caſtle with as much alacrity as 1 
was capable of, But my impatience ſuffered greatly 
by the compaſs I was obliged to take, in order to 
have the attendance of the ſtate meſſenger. Every 
moment of delay appeared to me to be a loſs to the 
honour of Patrick, to my own, to the tenderneſs 
of my heart, in fine, to all that I held moſt dear and 
ſacred. 

It is no longer time, ſays I to Patrick at my firſt 
entrance, to ſtand upon terms, nor to liſten to a vain 
love, when you ouglit to hearken to the voice of 
honour. And relating to him all the rights which 
the Fincers family had acquired over him, lee, ſays [ 
with vehemence, to what you oppoſe your pretexts and 
excuſes. If one had offered you, with a pany Dt 
ND: 
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noble, a forbidding face, or any other deformity of 
body or mind, I might perhaps lament the neceſſity, 
to which however you would not be leſs obliged to 
ſubmit. But birth, beauty, riches, united to all the 
good qualities of mind and heart, are not indeed an 
offer that merits your diſdain. In a word, you are 
bound, you have no more the liberty of choice left 
you. Accuſe if you will the caprice of your fortune, 
which in ſpite of you makes you a ſlave to the good- 
neſs of another, and bewail your exceſs of happineſs, 
to which my pains have not contributed more than 
yours ; but even this complaint ought to be buried 
in the bottom of your heart, and you cannot be de- 
ficient in love and pratitude for Sarah, without over- 
whelming yourſelf with eternal ignominy. I ſet no 
more value, added I, on the confiderations which 
were heretofore taken on our proper interelts ; it is 
your buſineſs to ſee whether they have loſt their force, 
and in what point the misfortunes of Roſe may move 
you. 

He liſtened to me with his eyes caſt down, and 
with more agitation than if he had been hearing the 
ſentence of his judges: You fink me down, ſays he 
with impatience ; and you are in concert with thoſe 
who ſeek my ruin. I know Sarah Fincer. I confeſs 
all you have ſaid of her charms, But if I ought to 
eſteem her merit, and ſhew my gratitude for her 
great benefits, I am not obliged by any right to ſur- 
render myſelf up to her views, and to make myſelf 
the victim of an inclination with which I never had 
a deſign of inſpiring her. If the demands nothing 
but my life, I will not diſpate it with her. You re- 
quire for her a heart, which is no longer mine; and 
when the moſt invincible reaſons ſhall compel me to 
accept the offer of her hand, I perceive that all her 
charms will never obtaia of me that which I am no 
longer maſter of to grant. I anſwered him, that 
honour and habit would make up for the vivacity 
of inclination ; and that eſteem being the moſt ſolid 
foundation of marriage, he would find in it a per- 


petual ſource in the merit which he himſelf attri- 
buted: 
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buted to his ſpouſe. As to the anſwers by which he 
thought to ſatisfy my importunity, I reproached him 
with ingratitude; and entering into a detail of all 
the circumſtances of the conduct and generoſity of 
Sarah, I reduced him to the paſs of acknowledging 
with a ſigh, that ſhe merited the adorations of a free 
heart: Alas! cried he out, that it is not poſſible for 
me to love-! I thought him ſtaggered. However, 
being willing to ſpare as well his health as his repoſe, 
which had ſuffered much in ſo ſharp a conflict, I put 
off any further proceedings to the ſequel of ſome 
other diſcourſes. 

My reaſons could not but receive ſtrength 
from day to day by new events. Dilnick, atten- 
tive to his undertaking, gave ſo little intermiſſion to 
the preſident, that the day after he obliged him to 
aſſemble his committee, with the participation of- the 
viceroy, to begin the examination. All Patrick's 
crime conſiſted in his being the ſon of a father, whom 
the falſe depoſitions of Fincer had made ſuſpected; 
they had nothing to object to kim but the ſame ſu- 
ſpicions, founded upon the choice he had made of for- 
faking Ireland, and making his abode 1a France, 
from whence they fuppoſed he might have come back, 
in order to carry on ſome deſigus againſt the ſtate. 
He explaiaed the motives of his departure, and the 
reaſons of his return, witk all the ſimplicity and 
plainneſs that goes along with innocence. The 
modeſty and candour painted jn his face fixed the 
committee in his interet. The preſident, being dil- 
poſed in reality to ſerve him, made remarks on the 
juſtice and. clearnefs of his anſwers, and having art- 
fully brought about a diſcourſe upon the zeal du: to 
the ſtate, he obſerved, that to fulfil ſo juſt a debt, 
it was not neceſſary to wound others, by lightly ex- 

oſing the honour of an infinite number of perſons 
diſtinguiſhed by their merit and birth, and in building 
upon the weakeſt appearances to ſtrike at their li- 
berty. Fincer's letter, which was communicated to 
the aſſembly by the viceroy, came in very ſeaſonably 
to confirm this favourable diſpoſition. The hand- 

writing 
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writing of this gentleman was well known. Tt could 


not reaſonably appear that he was gained over by us 
to give a teſtimony of this nature; and as he ap- 
peared capable of perjuring himſelf ſucceſfively on 
both ſides of the queſtion, it was plain, that from 
Denmark, where he was known to have taken re- 
fuge, there could not go and come letters and an- 
ſwers in ſo ſhort a ſpace. There was no body, who 
ſeeing this examination take ſo fortunate a turn in 
the firſt deliberation, but what judged well of what 
was to come. Dilnick had ſome diſcourſe with the 
prefident after the riſing of the committee, and I 
obtained on my fide an audience of the viceroy. 
The anſwers we received each of us agreed ſo well 
in our favour, that we had no doubt of the moſt 
ipeedy reſult to our deſires. 

Patrick was the only perſon who appeared inten- 
fible of the approach of his liberty. He began to 
look on his engagements with Sarah as a chain, 
which he ſhould find a difficulty to break; and this 
thought had ſo afflicted him, that he could not be 
more changed by ſome days ſickaeſs. Though the 
cauſe of this alteration could not eſcape me, yet I 
affected to aſcribe it to the trouble his examination 
had given him; and overcoming my own vexation 
ariſing from his pain, under the perſuaſion that I was 
labouring ſolidly for his happineſs, I had the firm- 
neſs to renew my periecutions, and to recover him to 
tis duty with more vigour than ever. He could not 
diſpenſe with viſiting Dilnick upon nis getting out of 
priſon. I apprehended, that tho? he had not in the leaſt 
overcome his repugnances, yet he could not have ſo 
much weakneſs as tu make it viſible that he thought 
himſelf led to execution, and that he would not give 
cauſe to our benefactors to be diſpleaſed at ſeeing him 
accept with ſo ill a grace a favour that feemed to 
merit all ſorts of forwardneſs. I ſpared no pains to 
make him enter into the fame views, and I continued 
the following days to urge him to it without any 
caution, 

The 
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The unexpected arrival of Sarah Fincer enflamed 
more and more my zeal for their common happineſs, 
She began her journey upon receiving Dilnick' firſt 
letter; and expecting to find us, him in his ſanctuary, 
and me in a priſon as cloſe as my brother, ſhe had 
ſcraped together in haſte all ſne could borrow of her 
friends to come and labour herſelf in obtaining our 
liberty by her own pains and new ſupplies. It 
was not at all the load of her benefits that diſcon- 
certed me; it was eaſy to bear them, near a perſon 
who could eſteem herſelf happy to ſee them accepted, 
and who confeſſed to me, that I had a number of 
advantages over her, fince ſhe ſhould be indebted to 
my ſervices for the love and affection of my bro- 
ther. But what explanation cuuld 1 give her even 
upon the ground of this hope? I was reduced to in- 
trench myſelf within looſe compliments, which would 
have made her unravel one part of my embarraſments, 
if her generoſity and candour had not upheld her 
from ſuch prejudices. Far from condemning Dilnick's 
conduct, ſhe thanked him with tears in her eyes for 
the important ſervices he had done for Patrick ; ſhe 
would have reſtored to him on the ſpot the price of 
his land; but with the ſame diſintereſted nobleneſs, 
he prayed her to put off ſuch conſiderations to another 
time. I did not fail to make Patrick obſerve the 
value of this increaſe of goodneſs and obligations : 
He made no anſwer to my moſt ardent diſcourſe, 
and his ſighs not being a language plain enough for 
me, I left him, without knowing in what manner I 
ought to interpret his ſilence. 

The ſame day I received from the viceroy the 
agreeable confirmation of the reſolutions of the com- 
mittee. It was aſſembled a- new; and all the judges 
being borne down by the authority of the preſident, 
and the ſuffrage of the viceroy, had in concert de- 
clared their opinions for reitoring Patrick to his li- 
berty. It had alſo been reſolved by an unanimous 
voice, that for making amends in the eyes of the 
public for this ſort of outrage he had unjuſtly ſuf- 
tered, they ſhould depute to him a member of the 
committee, 
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committee, to beg his pardon for the conduct they 


had obſerved towards him out of zeal for the royal 
family, and for the tranquillity of the ſtate. This 
application proceeded from the viceroy, who had 
meaſures to obſerve with the nobility. I immediately 
gave Sarah information of this news, which ſhe 
received with tranſports of joy; and thinking her- 
{elf not leſs ſure of the heart than the liberty of her 
lover, ſhe gave herſelf up without reſerve to two 
hopes, which ought to have been fulfilled the day 
following. I ſhould have been there with her, could 
I have been ſatisfied of the diſpoſitions of Patrick. 
I left him irreſolute in my laſt viſit. The moſt fa- 
vourable circumſtances I could draw was from his 
ſilence. I was in hopes indeed, that by making on 
him a new effort at the very moment he ſaw the 
doors of his priſon opened, I ſhould bring him to a 


more lively ſenſe than ever, at leaſt of what he owed - 


to gratitude; and that in the firſt tranſports of an 
affected heart he would ſecond Sarah's errors by the 
vivacity of his acknowledgements. This thought 
raiſed in me another of a larger extent. ' I flattered 
myſelf, that in giving all the weight I could to this 
firſt ardour,I might poſſibly at the ſame inſtant have 
the opportunity of getting over his trifling diſhicul- 
ties; aud that not daring to defend himſelf againft 
reaſons ſo powerfu'y ſupported, by the preſence and 
tenderneſs of Sarah, he would conſent without re— 
flection to all that ſhe ſhould appear to deſire. I did 
not let her into any confidence of my deſign; but 
prepoſſeſſing her in general terms with the eagerneſs 
I was in of acquitting myſelf ſpeedily of all our debts 
by the heart and hand of my bfother, I gave her to 
underſtand, that if the was abſolutely determined to 
content herſcif with a return ſo much inferior to her 
fzvours, it would be vain to put off to the county of 


Antrim, what might as well be executed in Dublin. 


The ceremonies of the catholics are made without 
noiſe in Ireland, and the power with which 1 was 
inveſted gave me yet a greater right to ſhorten them. 
We ſhall avoid alſo, ſaid I, the noiſe and expence of 
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a wedding-feaſt, of which the principal value con- 
fiſts in the tender ſentiments of our hearts. She 
applauded this propoſal ; and Dilnick having no leis 
reliſh for it than ſhe, they both made me maſter for 
regulating the ceremony and the time. 

I retired in good time to meditate at leiſure upon 
an enterpriſe, of which I gave thanks to heaven 
for having inſpired me with the deſign. I found a 


Jetter at my lodgings ſent me from Coleraine, where 


I had taken care to leave my addreſs, and opening 
the firſt cover, I was aſtoniſhed to find the ſecond 
ſupſcription in the hand-writing of Roſe. With 
what impatience did. I open it? I found my heart 
beat, and my hands tremble, as if I had a fore- 
ſight of what I was going to read. This melancholy 
letter remains yet among my moſt precious papers. 
J cannot better pleaſe my readers than by giving it to 
them faithfully in her own words. ; 

«© How long have the moments appeared to me, 
© my dear brother, and what ſtrange alarms have 
te want and indigence cauſed me! Patrick is gone, 
J have received none of his letters, and I am ig- 
* norant of the ſucceſs of his voyage; but whatever 
% news I can poſſibly hear, it cannot be ſo melan- 
„ choly as what I have to write to you. A few 
« days after his departure, the ſuperior of the con- 
© vent, where he had left me, ſurpriſed to ſee him 
© no longer appear, and without doubt diſquieted 
&« for ſome extraordinary expences in which my 
% wants had engaged me, came to me and declared 
« plainly, that her houſe not being at all in a con- 
& dition to make advances for penſioners,” ſhe was 
c under the neceſſity of making good the value of 
** what ſhe had Jaid out for me; and ſhewing herſelf 
4 yet more alarmed for what was to come of my 
« penſion, ſhe aſked me if I ſoon expected to ſee 
„my brother. My troubles not ſuffering me to 
© hear her without ſhedding ſome tears, far from 
e being moved, ſhe repeated to me, that not being 
* rich enough to charge herſelf for nothing with my 


entertainment, ſhe deſired me to think in good 
& time 
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te time of providing myſelf another retreat. I 
© underſtood that ſhe had been informed of the diſ- 
& orders in our fortune, and that ſhe made but little 
„% account of my brother's promiſes. Under the 
© troubles I found myſelf, with little ready money, 
« and ovliged to lay down immediately the better 
„e part of what I had, I ſaw no reſource more 
ee honeſt than to reduce myſelf to live upon the la- 
e bour of my own hands, in meking uſe of the 
4e little talents for which I am indebted to my edu- 
© cation. I have paid all my debts, and followed 
« by my chamber-maid, who would not abandon 
me, ] have retired among honelt but poor people, 
who have hired me a chamber at a very low price, 
% I have. been ſhut up theſe eight days paſt in an 
© undiſcoverable ſolitude. My landlord and land- 
% Jady take the trouble of ſelling my work, and 
« demand no other payment from me for my lodg- 
« ing and diet: 1 employ myſelf in embroidery, and 
% my chamber-maid helps me in my work. 

„ This ſorrowful eſtate would not be without 
& ſweetneſs for an afflicted heart, if my misfortune 
« had nobt diſcovered my retreat to ſome enemies of 
„“ my repole. The duke of has renewed to 
„ me his offers, with one too large not to carry in 
eit ſome poiſon. He has aſſured me by my hoſts, 
that his reſolution is to marry me; and I cannot 
% deliver myſelf from their perſecutions, otherwiſe 
* than by threatning to feek for another retreat. 
% One day he conveyed into the baſket, in which I 
put my work, a purſe full of gold, and ſo weighty 
that it was difficult for me to throw it out of my 
door, ordering my landlady to return it to him, 
« and to receive nothing from his hands. Ano- 
ther day, taking notice that our victuals were 
better than ordinary, and better dreſſed than is com- 
% mon among ſuch people as my hoſts, I obliged 
© them to confeſs, that they had them from ſome 
„unknown cook, who refuſed to take their money; 
and not eating any dinner that day, Þ proteſted to 
„ them, that for the time to come I would rather 
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die for hunger than taſte of ſuch poiſoned diſhes, 
De Peſſes leaves me no more repoſe. It would be 
of no uſe to mention to you other perſecutors, 
whom you do not know. My troubles augment 
without ceaſing, and I have no perſon from whom 
I may hope for the leaſt conſolation. 

& Tt is not any aſſiſtance J aſk of you, imagining 
that your affairs are in too bad a ſituation. But 
will not you give me your advice? A juſt regard 
for the honour of our naine has ſtopped me a 
hundred times, when I was about taking up the 
pen to writ? to St Germain: Let me ſays 1, uſe 
ſhifts to conceal myſelf, rather than take off the 
veil which yet covers our misfortunes. If I 
knew any ſolitude more retired than mine, a con- 
vent, in which they would not bluſh to afford a 
ſanctuary to honour and virtue forſaken by the 
world, I would go and conceal myſelf from man- 
kind for ever, and ſpare you all at once thoſe vex- 
ations, which the uncertainty of my lot cannot 
fail to give you. But where ihall J addreſs myſelf! 
Have you no friend who couid privately do me 
ſuch au important ſervice ? What imports it where 
I die of grief and heavineſs, provided I attain to 
that paſs as not to iacommode and not to diſhonour 
any perſon ? Patrick without doubt has abandoned 
me; I have received no account of him. Under 
pretext of paſſing into Ireland, he is gone to ſeek 
for employment in ſome ſtrange court, He has 
reaſon to diſburthen himſelf from ſuch a load as an 
unhappy ſiſter. Alas! I have nevertheleſs bot- 
tomed a great deal on his tenderneſs. George is in 
chains; I know not whether he will ever be re— 
lieved from them ; and not being adle to be any 
way uſeful to him, I do not go near him to redou- 
ble his grief, by communicating to him my own. 
Nothing remains for me but my honour, my trust 
in heaven, and the helps which I draw from my 
own hands. Adieu! my dear brother: You can- 
not believe how my tears have altered me.” 
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She concluded by giving me the names of her hoſts 
and her abede, where ſhe prayed me to addreſs my an- 
ſwer without delay. 

I was luckily alone when I finiſhed the reading of 
this fatal letter. It concerned my honour that no- 
body ſhould be a witneſs of my tranſport. I threw 
myſelf on my knees in the middle of my chamber, 
and with a heart more oppreſſed than from the fear 
of a cruel torment, I remained a long time in this 
podure, without other motion than that of my arms, 
which I lifted up with all my power to heaven. My 
thoughts were as much conſtrained as my altitude. 
[ had no clear repreſentation of any thing, and in the 
confuſion of ſo grievous ſenſations my eyes had al- 
ready guſhed out in an involuntary torrent of tears, 
In fine, caſting up my eyes more freely to heaven, as 
they were naturally elevated in my firft tranſport, I 
addreſſed to God all my complaints, which were, as I 
may ſay, heaped together in the bottom of my heart, 
daring this forced filence. Oh! Father of the 
wretched, Oh! Protector of the weak, cried I a 
thouſand times in a moment, do you abandon thoſe 
who have not forgot you ? Do you give over to ruin 
a trembling girl, who yet combats for her duty ? 
Who will be the refuge of orphans and the poor, if 


you refuſe them your ſuccour ? Then coming as it 


were to mylelf, after a number of other invocations, 
| repreſented to my imagination (with a thouſand new 
torments) the ſituation of which my dear and un- 
happy filter drew ſuch a moving picture; — re-— 
duced to labour in the-hoaſe of a poor man; 
to give her labour in exchange for her ſuſtenance z 
—— — to hide herſelf with a view of flying from 
ſhame and to ſupport her poverty wich honelty ; —— 
to weep and to ſuffer! O Roſe! O tender liſter ! what 
fate, and of what uſe in the world is merit and birth, 
if the daughter of the earl of 1s forced to this 
horrible diſgrace. 


Nevertheleſs, in proportion as reaſon and religion 
prevailed over the motions of nature, I conſidered, 
that 
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that what I looked upon as the laſt exceſs of misfor. 
tune for a Jady of the birth and merit of Roſe, might 
be only a diſpoſition of heaven, which was willing to 
put her virtue to the trial, and which might there. 
fore perhaps be hereafter more liberal in recompenſing 
it. I was aſhamed to have conſidered, according to 
human views, that affliction is a diſgrace, which 
ought to be received with ſubmiſſion, and which would 
mfallibly help to make the honour and prudence of 
my ſiſter ſhine out with greater luſtre. For ſetting 
akde the expreſſions of her grief, which had not in 
them any thing of bitterneſs or paſſion, I thought ! 
diſcovered in all her words a foul firm to her duty, 
and a declared reliſh for virtue. What have I to 
dread for her, ſays I? a little vexation and chagrin, 
fome tears which the pride of nature drew from her, 
a little alteration in her manner of living which 
good fortune may ſoon repair. But ſhe is moulded to 
Patience, to humility, to ſweetneſs, to a compaſlion 
for the misfortunes of others; aud this heart, which 
adverſity cannot damp, nor make her ſwerve from 
her duty, may form perhaps ſome day or other one of 
the firſt characters in the world. Yet let us take care, 
added I, that the trial does not endure too long; and 
health or rather life ſhall ſpeedily fail me, if any 
thing be capable of retarding the aſſiſtance which ! 
myſelf will carry to my dear Roſe. 

Another reflection, which contributed much to calm 
my mind, was a thought that came on me all at once, 
of making this incident help to fix the irreſolutions of 
Patrick. I knew his love and tenderneſs for his 
ſiſter. The picture of her miſery and of her dangers, 
his preſent inability to comfort her by any other way 
than his marriage, in fine, a thouſand terrors which 
abſence might ſwell, and which my reaſonings might 
yet make appear more urgent, made me believe my 
victory almoſt aſſured. I was blind alſo, ſays 1, in not 
acknowledging a favour of heaven in that which ati 
firſt view I conſidered as a new misfortune. 
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J paſſed the night in tranquillity under theſe hopes, 
and the appearance of day not having diminiſhed 
them, I went to the caftle about nine o'clock, with 
more joy than inquietude. The keeper gave me no- 
tice that Patrick was not alone, and that he did not 
doubt (from the rumours ſpread abroad) that the vi- 
fit was to declare him at liberty. In reality I ſaw 
come out of his chamber a magiſtrate, whom I knew 
to be a member of the committee, and who leaving 
the keeper an order in writing, declared to him, 


that he might immediately ſet his priſoner free. Having 


perceived me, he made a civil compliment, teſtifying 
the ſatisfaction he had received in being pitched upon 
by his body to bring ſuch good news te my brother ; 
and he repeated to me the form of words which he 


had been ordered to uſe upon the occaſion. They 


were congratulations upon his innocence, and a con- 
cern for their unſeaſonable ſuſpicions of him. Yet 
nevertheleſs he left it to us to diſcharge the keeper's 
fees, which are immenſe in Theland. In taking an 
account of them before I went in to Patrick, and add- 
ing to them what was yet to be paid to the meſſenger, 
I was a little vexed that I had not money about me to 
anſwer the charges. However, being determined 
not to have recourſe to Sarah if I could avoid it, he- 
ing overpowered by ſo many benefits, which her gene- 
rolity and the diſorder of our circumſtances had forced 
me to accept, I propoſed to the keeper to give us 
ſome time upon note, and he was obliging enough 


to promiſe me thiꝭ favour. - 


Nothing remained now ſo urgent as the vanquiſhing 
Patrick's heart. You are at liberty, ſaid I embracing 
him ; your judges have treated you with ſo many 
marks of diſtinction, that you ought to pardon their 
rigour. I know no-body's lot more happy than 
your's, added I; and I doubt if a paſſage ſo quick from 
a calamitous to the molt ſhining fortune has not ſome- 
thing in it more poignant than an uninterrupted pro- 
ſperity. Sarah Fincer waits you, ſays I further; ds 
you believe ſhe is in Dublin, and that under an impa- 
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tience to ſee you, as well as to bring us new aids, ſhe 
arrived, yeſterday, loaded with every thing moſt valu- 
able ſhe could gather together? He interrupted me: 
Do not ſearch for, ſays he, unprofitable ſhifts ; | pe. 
netrate your thoughts. It is manifeſt from all the 
relations you have made me, that nothing can equal 
the generoſity of Sarah Fincer, and I tind myſelf 
overwhelmed with her kindneſſes. This then is ano- 
ther more ſignal favour, to be willing to divide with 
me her fortune and her riches. I am under confu— 
ſion to find myſelf unworthy of them; but do not 1e- 
fuſe to hear me out. A man 1s not maſter of his af. 
fections, continued he coldly; the more I conſult 
mine, the more I find an impoſhbility to command 
them. Give what name you pleaſe to this weakneſs ; 
but I call beaven to witneſs, that having promiſed an 
eternal love to Julia, nothing can ever make me re- 
nounce theſe ſentiments. I ſhall then marry Sarah 
without loving her ; I ſhall make her unhappy by my 


coldneſs; ſhe will ſooner or later perceive that I have 


a heart taken up by another love. I ſhall be ca- 
pable of nothing but pitying without conſoling her, 


Sce now if you think it convenient to preſs a mar- * 


riage which neither heaven nor men can approve, 
which is yet, perhaps, proper to repair our eſtate, but 
it muſt, be at the expence of Sarah herſelf, who will 


infallibly precipitate herſelf into a remedileſs mit ſor- 


tune. 

This diſcourſe appeared to me to have been ſtudied 
and not doubting but that his principal deſign was to 
cool me by the alarms of conſcience, I extremely de- 
ceived his expectations, in anſwering him with the 
ſame coldneſs, that he was abſolutely miſtaken in his 
principles. I proved to him by a chain of reaſoning 
that admitted of no reply, that what he called un— 
conquerable love, inviolable conſtancy, neceſſary fi- 
delity, were ſuch chimeras, as rcligion and the order 
itſelf of nature did not acknowledge in a ſenſe ſo 
wanton. For it would follow then, ſays TI, that a 
man of the moſt vile condition, who perhaps may 
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be as ſenſible as another to the merit of a diſtinguiſhed 
woman, would be in the right to purſue his inclina- 
tions; and that having done ſo, he might lay down to 
himſelf, as you do, a law for his love and conſtan- 
cy. No, continued I, if theſe two qualities are a- 
mong the neceſlary virtues, it muſt be after a juſt 
and lawful engagement; but reaſon and eſteem are 
the guides that ought to precede. Love will never 
fail to follow ſo fair a cauſe; and the bleſſing of 
heaven, by giving purity to nature, will afford a 
pleaſure and ſweetneſs to thoſe engagements which it 
has ſanified. This moral not agreeing with his 
notions he prepared to reply ; but according. to my 
intentions of employing heat and ſpirit to affect him, 
I interrupted his ſpeculations, which might lead me 
too far, and of which the ſucceſs was doubtful. I 
briſkly mentioned honour and gratitude, which, next 
to religion, are the things the world hold moſt ſa- 
cred, and in compariſon of which J maintained, that 
all other human views and conſiderations ought to 
be ſacrificed. I traced over a-new all the obligations 
of Sarah Fincer. I laid no ſtreſs on her charms, but 
as a ſort of recompence for having followed virtuous 
inclinations ; but not forgetting the excellency of her 
character, I demanded of him, if in the competition 
itſelf of true merit the might fear to be diſtanced in 
any compariſon, and if in this he could on the con- 
trary propoſe any other woman, who could join to 
the fame number of virtues and amiable qualities a 
right to pleaſe, ſo well acquired by a train of innu- 
merable ſervices. Theſe are titles, ſaid I, ſo holy 
and inviolable, that can never be weakened. Look on 
them nevertheleſs as ſo many chimeras. Trample 
under your feet all theſe duties, and all theſe rights. 
Go, begone, if you are determined; but take care 
how you preſent yourſelf before Sarah. What do I 


fay? Fly from the ſight of mankind. They will treat 


you here as a mon{er, they will not conſider you but 
with horror and contempt; aad do not imagine you 
will be looked upon with any other eye 1a any place 
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that has heard of the unworthineſs of your ſenti. 
ments. Believe me, you may carefully conceal your 
name; that will not ſuffice to hide from yourſelf a 
procedure, of which you will never be able to ſpeak 
without confuſion. You need not doubt but the ru- 
mour of it will be ſoon ſpread abroad. Diſgrace and 
ſhame will ftick cloſe to your ſteps, and you ought 
to think that they will purſue you through all Europe, 
But where will you go, added I, fixing my eyes 
upon his, what reſource have you to fly to? Have 
you reflected, that you are without money, without 
aſſiſtance, and without hopes of obtaining any? The 
dependence you may think you have on me fails you 
by the new engagement I have juſt now entered into 
for obtaining your liberty ; for you know that the 
door of your priſon is but half opened and that 
for ſatisfying the claims of the keeper I muſt give 
up for near a year my whole revenue. You are 
witneſs of the promiſe I made him in writing. What 
then remains for me to offer you? Alas! Roſe herſelf, 
added I in a tender tone, and ſoftening into tears, 
Roſe will alſo find herſelf bereaved of my ſuccour, 
What I have done for you 1s ſo much retrenched from 
what I had deſtined to relieve her miſery. See how- 
ever if there be any thing ſo moving as her com- 
plaints, and fo terrible as her ſituation. I gave him 
Roſe's letter, which he opened with eagerneſs, after 
having obſerved her hand-writing. He read it with 
the ſame ardour. I ſaw immediately his tears began 
to flow. From whatever ſource they came, 1 ton 
them for a good omen of my victory; and prefling 
him a-new by thoſe motives reunited to honour, to 
intereſt, to gratitude, and to natural tenderneſs, I 
in the end drew from his mouth an abſolute religna- 
tion to all my will. The ſighs aud lamentaitons, 
with which it was accompanied, were the remains of 
weakneſs which I forgave to the violence he did his 
inclinations. But being perſuaded, as J ought to be, 
that we both hearkened to the voice of our duty, I 
was leſs ſenſible to pity than to joy, and I thought of 
nothing but of laying hold of a diſpoſition, which 
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might yet change. I called for the keeper, to make 
an end of ſettling the expences. My ſurpriſe was 
extreme to find by his anſwer, that both he and the 
meſſenger were ſatisfied ; and that during the time J 
had been diſcourſing with my brother, ſomebody 
brought him m our name a ſum of money, which 
exceeded his pretenſions. I was not long in diſcover- 
ing to whom we were obliged for this new favour : 
It was Sarah, who being taken up with nothing but 
the ſucceſs of her pains, had been informed as ſoon 
as Jof all that might yet retard them. 

Patrick confeſſed to me in the midſt of his trou- 
bles, that he was ſenſtble of the value of ſo many 
generolities, We went directly to Sarah, whoſe ea- 
gerneſs it was juſt we ſhould ſatisfy by our firſt viſit. 
It was in our way to her, that calling to mind the 
power | was inveſted with to regulate the time and 
ceremony of the marriage, I thought it neceſſary not 
to allow Patrick one moment for cooling. I gave 


private orders to a ſervant, who attended me, to give 


notice to an eccleſiaſtic, whom I had already pre- 


poſſeſſed with the matter; and rot doubting but my 


project would be approved by Sarah and Dilnick, I 
reſolved to take advantage of the hurry of the firſt 
compliments for ſealing our common good fortune 
by the ceremonies of the church. Patrick marched 
on a long time without ſpeaking a word. I am diſ- 
quicted, ſays he in the end, with the part I am to 
at. How ſhall I appear, without being covered with 
confuſion, in the preſence of a lady to whom I owe 
ſuch Jarge obligations, with fo little hope of ever 
having it in my power to make a ſuitable return? J 


was raviſhed to ſee his reflections take this turn, We 


came near Sarah's lodgings. Your inquietude is juſt, 

ſays I, if you loſe ſight of your promiſes, and of all 
the reaſons you have for engaging you to them ; but 
with a little integrity in the 7 Maa of your ho- 
nour, you will feel leſs confuſion than joy and afſu- 
rance at the ſight of a lady who is in expectation of 


her happineſs from you. And ſhewing him the door 
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the moment he thought the leaſt of it, I introduce 
him in haſtily, without lending an ear to his an- 
ſwer. | 
Sarah herſelf appeared a little diſconcerted at ſeeing 
us arrive without being expected there. Her bluſhez 
and thoſe of Patrick would have made an agreeable 
ſcene for unconcerted ſpectators. But willing to ſpare 
them all explanations that might favour any thing 
of conſtraint, I all at one ſtroke came to the point, 
which they would have ſpun out to a great length. 
In preſenting my brother, I ſaid thus to Sarah: I 
offer you a gentleman who 1s your's by all kind of 
rights; and his happineſs is this day to find bis 
duty in that thing which is capable of flattering his 
moit tender inclinations. If he may judge of the 
ſentiments you have for him, by the generous proots 
he has received of them, you ought to judge of his 
by your own favours, and by the opinion you have 
had of him, when you thought him worthy of them, 
Engagements of this nature have already all the force 
of marriage contracts, and the ceremonies of the 
church are only neceſſary to ſanctify them; nor ſhall 
they be long retarded, added I looking at Sarah; and 
if you give credit to the ardour of thoſe ſentiments, 
which I ought to ſhare with my brother, I ſhall this 
day have the ſatis faction of calling you my ſiſter- in- 
law. I waited a moment for her anſwer, which 
ſhe did not pronounge, M expreſſed her conſent by a 
gracious and m bow. Patrick, to whom 1 did 
not give time to open his mouth, took this opportu- 
nity to addreſs her with ſome compliments, which 
were leſs tender than civil and witty ; yet ſpeaking 
nevertheleſs of his being made by her a fortunate man 
worthy of envy, he added, that he durſt not ſo rea- 
dily accept what I had propoſed, and that he deſired 
time to merit her: 1 apprehended the meaning of 
his compliment, and trembling to ſee myſelf obliged 
to new diſcuſſions in the preſence of Sarah, I turned 
myſelf to Dilnick, and aſked him without affectation, 
if he was not of my opinion, not to defer a err 
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which might be executed the ſame moment. He an- 
ſwered me ſmiling, that ſuch a proceeding would be 
to do ſervice to both of them, and that Patrick upon 
the whole had need of this comfort at the concluſi— 


on of a tedious impriſonment. Happily the eccleſiaſ- 


tic, to whom I had given notice, appeared with two 
ſurplices under his arm, and the church ritual in his 
hand. See, ſaid I to them, if my zeal be likely to 
leave any thing undone ; and immediately putting on 
one of the ſurplices, I took Sarah's hand and put it 
into that of Patrick. He looked on me with a for- 
bidding eye. How will Roſe, ſaid I to ſupport him, 
receive the conſolation of ſo happy news! a ſhort 
prayer, their confent, which I made them pronounce 
in a few words, and my benediction, which I gave 
them, taking thereof the teſtimony of the ſtanders- 
by, made the eſſence of this ceremony. The indiſ- 
ſoluble knot being thus tied, I made them kneel down 
with me to put the finiſhing hand to it with leſs pre- 
cipitation. My heart warmed with joy and tender- 
neſs, in thanking heaven for the happy termination 
of my defires. God himſelf was my witneſs, that TI 
had nothing in view but his glory, the happineſs of 
my brother, - the intereſt of our family, and the de- 
corum even of the world, fo far as it agreed with 
religion. One will find in the ſequel of our hiſtory, 
what neceſlity there is to lay a ſtreſs on all theſe cir- 

cumſtances. 7 | 
Whatever ſentiments might ariſe in Patrick's heart, 
he had too much honour and judgment not to be fen- 
ſible what he owed to his engagements. He kiſſed 
his ſpouſe after the concluſion of our prayers, and 
although he did not ſhew all the ardour I could have 
wiſhed in his embraces, he at leaſt Jet nothing eſcape 
him that might make his diſpoſition ſuſpected. As to 
her, it appeared viſible that ſhe really thought this the 
happieſt day of her life. The joy that ſparkled in 
her eyes, her modeſt careſſes, her looks, her atten- 
tions, made me think more than once that ſhe had 
made a man of Patrick. The queſtion now was to 
I 2 confirm 
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confirm the ſeal of the church by a civil act, accord- 
ing to the ordinary method. I had reaſon to forſee, 
that I ſhould have no need of precautions to diſpoſe 
her to treat my brother favourably. She gave him 
all thoſe prerogatives that were authorized by the 
laws, and being willing, as ſhe ſaid, to hold all from 
him with her heart, ſhe the ſame moment gave up to 
him the ſums of money ſhe had brought with her, 
with the keys of all her trunks, and even thoſe of 
her cloſets at Antrim. In vain he refuſed to receive 
them. She exacted this of him as a piece of com- 
plaiſance, which ſhe ſaid ſhe would take as a good 
omen of their eterna] love. I applauded theſe tender 
tranſports, and did not at all doubt but that, delicate 
as I knew Patrick to be, he would ſoon in ſpight of 
himſelf take a reliſh and affection for a woman fo 
amiable. 

Dilnick, who loved the pleaſures of the table, ſpake 
nothing but of celebrating the ſolemnity, with a ſump- 
tuous dinner, which he was at the trouble of pre- 
paring. He had invited with the conſent of my 
ifter-in-law three of his friends, whom he had al- 
ready acquainted with our rejoicings, and who well 
enough knew mine and Sarah's father, to take a 
ſhare in the happineſs of theſe two families. They 
came at the hour appointed ; but nothing could equal 
our aſtoniſhment, when we ſaw enter with them my 
lord Linch, who threw himſelf with tranſport about 
Patrick's neck. He had been in Dublin for ſome 
days, and being acquainted with one of Dilnick's 
friends, from whom he had learned all the circum- 
ſtances of our affairs, which he only knew imper- 
ſectly before from public fame, he had not power 
to reſiſt his impatience to embrace us. The remem- 
brance of what had paſſed did not hinder Patrick from 
receiving him with a great deal of friendſhip, His 
firit offences had been repaired by his own difaſters, 
and by the zeal he had afterwards diſcovered for the 
ſervice of my brothers. Moreover, his love for Roſe 
continuing Rill the ſame, we could not look _ 
| | im 
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him as an enemy to our family, to which he was 
impatient to knit himſelf in the ſtricteſt bonds. He 
was not ignorant of the melancholy fituation of Roſe ; 
and was not only one of thoſe of whoſe pains and im- 
portunities ſhe had complained, but even the intereſt 
he took in her troubles, and his deſire to obtain from 
her and from us the liberty to put an end to them, 
was the principal cauſe of his voyage. Nevertheleſs, 
his diſcretion not permitting him to open himſelf in 
the firſt moment upon all his views, he limited him- 
ſelf at firſt to compliments upon the marriage of my 
brother, and prayed us to give him leave to dine 
with us. | 

We ſat down to table with al! the preparatives that 
might promiſe us mirth. Patrick himſelf, whom I 
continually watched, ſeemed to behave with a good 
grace at the feaſt; and although I could perceive 
ſome remains of melancholy in his eyes, I was per- 
ſuaded that the charms and love of his ſpouſe 
would ſoon triumph over it. I quickened him myſelf 
to give himſelf up to pleaſure, and my naturally ſe- 


rious character did not prevent my — into the 


diſpoſitions of the company, which Dilnick gave life 
to by his gaiety and merry converſation, In fine, all 
the company ſeemed given up to the ſame ſentiments, 
when my lord Linch, among many compliments ad- 
dreſſed to the bride and bridegroom, thought proper 
to mix with them apologies for the ill offices he had 
done him at Paris. He turned them indeed in a man- 
ner ſo gallant, that they could not be offenſive to Sarah; 
but in congratulating himſelf for having contributed 
without deſign to Patrick's unhappineſs in Ireland, he 
fortified hols gloomy reflections which I had taken 
Pains to diſſipate, and which had already ated but too 
powerfully on his heart; at leaſt, I did not obſerve 
any thing elſe to which I could more probably aſcribe 
the diſmal effects they produced. I obſerved that they 
made an impreſſion on Patrick, and I did what I could 
to give another turn to the converſation. He took 
notice of my conſtraint, which contributed perhaps 
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ſome moments to redouble his. But finking at laſt 
under the weight that oppreſſed his heart, he got up 


without ſaying one word, and went to take breath in 


an adjoining chamber. Not being deceived in the 
meaning of this his motion, I role up alſo to follow 
him, with a view only of bringing him to himſelf by 
a ſhort exhortation. They took my going out as a 
token of fome alarm, which they ſuppoſed I had for 
his health. All the compauy, having the ſame opi- 
uion of it, roſe from table as it were with one conſent, 
and followed me, every one inquiring with an air of 
diſſatisfaction whether he was ill. He had ſeated 
himſelf near a table, on which he had leaned his 
elbow, with his head ſupported by his hand. Whe- 
ther it were that the eagerneſs of ſo many people who 
followed him, or it may be tie fear that they had in 
ſome meaſure penetrated into ihe cauſe of his agita- 
tions, was the cauſe of ſuch a ſudden revolution, or 
whether the weight of his ſufferings began in reality 


to ſurpaſs his ſtrength, but we had not been long about 
him before he fell down at our feet without under- 


ſtanding or ſenſe. 

Help being near at hand, it was not long before he 
recovered his ſenſes ; his ſpouſe was the moſt zealous 
in making uſe of all forts of applications. He took 
notice of her great care, and, moved without doubt 
by ſo much affection, took one of her hands and 
kiſſed it with great reſpet. The phyſicians, who 
were immediately called in, found him in a violent 
fever. They obliged him to go to bed, and imagining 


that reſt was moſt neceſſary for him, they ordered 


that he ſhould he left alone ſome hours without being 
diſturbed. Upon conſideration of the circumſtances 
of this accident, they were of opinion to aſcribe it to 
his imprudence, in expoſing himſelf all at once to the 
air upon his getting out of the caſtle, and to a too 
ſudden paſſage from the ſadneſs and melancholy of a 
priſon to the joys of a feaſt, Far from oppoſing their 
error, I was over-joyed to ſee the whole company 


diſpoſed to think this explanation juſt and natural. 
| They 
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They compoſed themſelves upon the word of the 
phyſicians, and even Sarah, notwithſtanding her in- 
| quietude, was prevailed upon to return to table with 

the company, g | 
L had notions widely different of what had hap- 
pened, and I burned with an impatience to find a de- 
cent pretence of ſtealing from the. company to the 
; ſick man's bed, to whom I judged that a moment of 
. my diſcourſe would be more neceſſary than reſt. I 
, took occaſion to do ſo under ſome pretext or other, 
f and ſtopped Sarah, who was as forward as I to go to ſee 
1 him. He gave a deep ligh upon ſecing me approach. 
5 I fat down near him, and continued ſome moments 

without _w my mouth, pretending in appear- 


0 ance to be careful not to diſturb him, but at the bot- 
n tom to wait till he had opened his heart, and began firſt 
to explain himſelf. In fine, ſeeing him continue to 
Cr keep filence, I told him how uneaſy his fainting fits 
y had made us, and of our hopes nevertheleſs, that this 
it accident would not be attended with bad conſe- 
' quences in ſuch a conſtitution as his. Ah! ſays he in 
a low voice, as if he feared to be over-heard, the 
e conſequences. I fear are not ſuch as may threaten my 
18 health or life; the ſacrifice then is made, and I 
14 commit both to heaven. What notions are theſe ? 
bt interrupted I him in haſte; you alarm me with a diſ- 
id courſe that gives me pain to comprehend. I gueſs 
10 your alarms, replied he immediately ; but I cannot 
nt cure them, and you might have foreſeen them. I have 
J's ſacrificed myſelf to your will, and to the intereſt of 
ed my family: Do you then demand of me more ? But 
8 Sarah, interrupted I again, have you not for a 
es ſpouſe He ſtopped me ſhort : I have for Sarah, 
to ſays he, what I promiſed you for her, all the reſpect 
he in the world for her virtues; I am ſenſible of her 
00 high worth, and do not admire leſs than you her 
a goodneſs and charms. I have gratitude for her fa- 
eir vours, complaiſauce and attention to all her defires . | 
ny It is your buſineſs, who have taken upon you to | 
al. unite our deſtinies, to declare to her what I am ca- ; 
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pable of doing inour engagements, and under what con- 
ditions I can be her's. I have borne no other part in 
this affair than a blind ſubmiſſion, which made me 
relinquiſh all care of myſelf for the intereſt and 
honour of others. You cannot be ignorant of this, 
J have no eccaſjon to repeat what I have ſworn to 
you a thouſand times in the preſence of heaven. 
Take then upon you, added he with a ſort of indiffe- 
rence, the ſucceſs of your enterpriſe, as you have 
taken upon you the project and execution of it. If 
you think that Sarah expects more than you had a 
right to promiſe her, or than I can offer her, make 
her lay aſide this hope; prepare her this very day 
for the conduct which I am to hold towards her: 
Repreſent me as of a nature cold, diſtracted, me- 
lancholy, unſociable; add to it, if you will, that [I 
ſhall never be to her the leſs reſpectful or obliging. 
This is all ſhe has to expect, and I cannot promiſe 
more. : 

A diſcourſe ſo ſtrange, and the tone in which it 
was pronounced, raiſed in me a diftreſs that I could 
not ſuddenly get rid of. Under the embarraſment 
I was in to anſwer it, I repeated, as I had done a 
thouſand times before, all the motives that engaged 
me to with for this fatal. marriage, and the fteps I 
had taken to bring it to an iſſue. Neither my views 
nor my conduct repreſenting to me any thing crimi- 
nal, I poſſibly ſhonld have armed myſelf with all the 
authority of my profeſſion and my age, againſt an 
obſtinate caprice, which I thought wounded all ſorts 
of rights, and every kind of reaſon, if I had not 
obſerved Sarah coming to us. Her preſence provided 
me with a better remedy than I could adminiſter to 
the diſguſts of my brother, and not in the leaſt 
doubting but he would treat her with as much civi- 
lity as he propoſed coldneſs, ] choſe to leave them 
together. | 

I found my lord Linch, who burned with a deſire 
of entertaining me in private: I anſwered his eager- 


xeſs. The chance, ſaid he, that has procured me 
the 
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the honour of ſeeing you here, has ſpared me a jour- 
ney that I intended to make to Coleraine. My intereſts 
have not had a leſs ſhare in my voyage than yours, 
or rather, my ſtrongeſt paſſion being to unite them, I 
have ſet them forth already in ſuch a manner as to 
give me hopes that they might not be any longer 
diſtint, He continued to relate to me all that had 
followed his quarrel with my brothers, of which he 
ſuppoſed I had been informed by their letters. The 
impriſonment, ſays he, of George, the danger of the 
ſame fortune to which I was expoſed, and which I 
could not have eſcaped but by changing my cloaths 
and name at Paris, where nevertheleſs my fear did 
not hinder me from ſtrenuouſſy ſoliciting your bro- 
ther's pardon; the price which Roſe had put on the 
ſucceſs of my zeal; the misfortune I had of failing 
in it by the inflexible rigour of the court; in fine, 


the retreat of Roſe into a convent, and the depar- 
ture of Patrick, were the preludes that gave me 


hopes to engage you in my intereſts, and drew me 
back to Ireland. As the deſire of hearing ſome new 
circumſtances made me liſten to him with patience, 
If you have heard, pnrſued he, one part of this de- 
tail from the mouth of Patrick, you are both of you 
doubtleſs ignorant, that Roſe has left the convent to 
which ſhe had retired. By my inquiries I diſcovered 
her new ſanctuary, and for ever full of that tender- 
neſs with which ſhe had inſpired me, I made her a 
new offer of the diſpoſal of my fortune. She re- 
fuſed to ſee me; ſhe rejected alſo from my hands 
thoſe aſſiſtances which were too trifling for her ae— 
ceptance; but I do not know how much ſhe may 
ſtand in need of them in her preſent ſituation. In fine, 
puſhed on by love, and perſuaded that a young lady 
has not much to complain of, when one forces her to 
become rich and happy, I hired, under a borrowed 
name, an apartment joining to ner s, in a neighbour- 
ing houſe. Our apartments being ſeparated by 
nothing but a common wail, I had a hole cut in it 
without noiſe ; and that part of the thiokneſs which 
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T left might be thruſt in with the leaſt force. My 
deſign was, if FE may confeſs it without ſhame, under 
the cover of the night to ſteal away a perſon whom 
I adored, and without whom 1 have no happineſs 
to hope for. The reſpe&t I owed to her birth and 
virtue did not ſuffer me to form this enterpriſe with- 
out taking proper. meaſures to marry her on the ſpot. 
Nevertheleſs, on the eve of the execution a ſcruple 
of honour held me back. I thought, that if the 
reputation of your ſiſter had nothing to ſuffer, when 
a reparation ſhould be made for my force by a law- 


ful marriage, yet a houſe to which I owed reſpect, 


and which was allied to mine, would evermore take 
from ſuch an action ſome ſtain; without reckoning, 
that not daring to hope from you and your brothers 
an approbation of ſo hardy an attempt, I ſhould ex- 
pole myſelf to the neceſſity of living with you in an 
eternal diſcord, Theſe conſiderations prevailed. 
Without abſolutely renouncing my deſign, which 1 
looked upon as the only way to vanquiſh the heart 
of Roſe, I determined to communicate it to your 
brother. I obtained the liberty to ſee him in the 
Baſtile. He received me without any mark of reſent- 
ment, confeſſing, that he ſhould with pleaſure ſee 
me his ſiſter's huſband, if the tenderneſs he had for 
her did not make him fear to force her inclinations, 
He could not hear me mention the troubles in which 
ſhe was involved, without accuſing her ef having pre- 
cipitated herſelf into them, and without lamenting 
her wilfulneſs, which brought on all our common 
diſgraces. I laid hold of this opportunity to diſcover 
to him my deſigns, and to preſs him to approve 
them. My candour and openneſs moved him. He 
added but one condition to the ſtep I was intending 
to take ; which was, to communicate it to his brothers, 
and obtain their approbation, as he granted his to 
me. I have brought it here under his hand, added 
he; and thongh my affairs are not yet ended at St 
Germain, yet I have nothing ſo urgent, as to fimſh 
this one, upan which all the happineſs of my life 

x depends. 
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depends. He immediately ſhewed me George's note, 
which contained no more than a bare conſent to the 
| marriage of my lord Linch with Roſe —, his 
ſiſter; without any expreſs mention of a rape. And 
he added to his ſtory the moſt tender and preſſing in- 
ſtances, in offering to me even an abſolute command 
| of his fortune, which, ſaid he, I will put into your | 
hands. 
Although a propoſal of this nature had began to 
work in me a change, and that it appeared to call for 
all my reflections, yet the neceſſary anſwer to it 
cauſed me but little embarraſment. I thanked my k 
lord Linch for the inclination he preſerved for my 
ſitter. Having thoughts every moment, ſays I, of 
going myſelf to Paris, I flatter myſelf to have con- 
ſerved power enough over Roſe's mind to make her 
reliſh every thing which is agreeable to prudence and 
the honour of her family. I hope that we ſhall have 
no occaſion for violent expedients : But when it be- 
comes neceſſary to employ them, you will think it 
proper not to do ſo, till you have exhauſted all other 
remedies. This manner of declaring myſelf, which 
was neither oppoſite to his views, nor too favourable 
to his hopes, left me power of thoroughly ſearching 
into the advantages of an alliance, of which I had 
heard nothing of the firſt project but from Patrick's 
relation. Moreover, I was poſitively reſolved not to 
defer longer my departure for France; and to the 
zeal with which I had forwarded Patrick's marriage, 
I joined almoſt an equal longing to find myſelf at 
liberty of applying all my paius to the conſolation of 
my ſiſter. In the mean time, I could not forbear 
ſhewing to my lord Linch how much I was alarmed 
at the wall half pierced through, which left her, as 
it were, open to a diſcyvery ; but he removed my 
fears by informing me, that he had left in the apart- 
ment a woman, whom he had intended, during his 
firit views, to wait upon Roſe; and that all his do- 
meſtics were lodged by his orders, in ſeveral houſes 
of the neighbourhood, to be ready not only to aflift | 
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my ſiſter upon all occaſions, but alſo to watch her; twc 
and, upon the whole, to follow her, if by any reafon Yo 
the ſhould find it neceffary to change her lodgings, hat 
J thought ſhe was in ſafety under theſe precautions; to 
but what idea ought I to form of her lot, when join- K ne 
ing ſuch ſtrange circumſtances to thoſe of her letter, If 1 
I repreſented her to myſelf all at one view wreſtling vo. 
againſt miſcry, and, as it were, environed by an herd nar 
of ravenous woes, who had deſigns on her repol- EXC 
and liberty? The project, from which the favour the 
of heaven had diverted my lord Linch, might it not Th 
ſtart the like deſire in the duke of and thoſe of 
other lovers whom ſhe did not name? To what was fav 
ſhe perpetually expoſed ! I ſhould have gone off im- 
mediatehy, if I had conſulted nothing but my zeal ; wa: 
and my lord Linch, who thought me already fixed in out 
his intereſts, made uſe of the confeſſion I had made Joir 
of my intentions, to preſs me not at all to defer them, the 
1 was ſtopped only by two reaſons ; the defire to ſec wit 
Patrick eſtabliſhed in a ftate of tranquillity in the we 
connty of Antrim before my departure, and the ne- tert 
ceſüty of making up a ſum of money ſufficient to poſ 
keep me from a dependence on any perſon in Paris. to 

My lord Linch would have broke the matter to all 
Patrick, but I intreated him to leave that taſk to me; was 
and returning to my brother's bed, where I yet found me, 
his ſpouſe, their hands being tenderly twiſted within bea 
each other, I drew an omen ſo favourable from the laid 
tuation in which I ſurpriſed them, that I thought J My 
might uſe more freedom with my ſiſter-in law, and ma! 
treat of our affairs in her preſence, as of an intereſt Lin 
common to us all. I appriſed them of the ſubje& of be 1 
my lord Linch's journey, his propoſals, and the in- F 
ſtances with which he preſſed me te be gone. Although beg 
I avoided to touch on the melancholy ſituation of cou 
Roſe, Sarah comprehended, that a young lady, ex- ſitu 
poſed to a rape, againſt which ſhe had no defence, ide: 
was not in a very deſirable ſituation; and the tenderneſs por 
of her heart taking the alarm all at once for Patrick's was 
kfter, ſne was the firſt to interrupt me, in requiring exp 
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two things, on which ſhe inſiſted with the ſame zeal : 
You will be cruel, fays ſhe to me, in lending your 
hand to the running away with Rofe, and in deſiring 
to marry her againſt her will to my lord Linch. I 
know he is rich; but does happineſs conſiſt in riches ? 
If the fortune of my filter does not correſpond with 
your defires, added ſhe, already owning fo tender a 
name, bring her over into Ireland. Shall I not be 
exceeding happy in having a companion fo dear, and 
the power of contributing to her eſtabliſhment ? 
Then ſqueezing her huſband's hands, ſhe requeſted 
of him the liberty and the return of Roſe, az two 
favours which ſhe would have granted, 

I diſcovered in my brother's eyes, that his mind 
was not yet free from trouble. Nevertheleſs, with- 
out ſeruple ſiding with the ſentiments of Sarah, he 
Joined in her requeſt, and intreated me not to retard 
the execution of what ſhe defired. We agreed, that 
without explaining ourſelves openly to my lord Linch, 
we ſhould make him our acknowledgments 1n the 
terms I had already done; and that if he was dil- 
poſed to go off as ſoon as I, I ſhonld not refuſe 
to take the journey with him. Sarah would not at 
all lifter to what I had repreſented, of the neceſſity I 
was in to go firſt to the county of Antrim. She told 
me, that it was but juſt that Patrick and ſhe would 
bear all the charges of my enterpriſe, fince they had 
laid on me the burden of the trouble and ſucceſs. 
My departure was ſeitled for the next day. I com- 
municated this reſolution immediately to my lord 
Linch, who without heſitation anſwered, that he would 
be ready to accompany me. 

After ſo many cares and inquietudes, I ſhould have 
began to have found ſome ſweetneſs in hopes, if I 
could have gone away more calm in relation to the 
ſituation of Patrick. I employed myſelf in theſe 
ideas ſome part of the afternoon, waiting an op- 
portunity to peak to him without witneſs. His fever 
was not yet abated; ; and in whatever manner I might 
explain that air . complaiſance I thought I faw 
in 
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in him for his ſpouſe, yet I could not attribute ths 
diſorders of his health to any thing but the agitation 
of his mind. My wiſhed for moment came, having 
found him alone. I am leaving you, ſays I, and if 1 
forſake you while you are under an uncertain ſtate of 
health, yet I carry away at leaſt the pleaſure of be- 
lieving, that you are a little more ſenſible of the merit 
of your ſpouſe. I have obſerved the progreſs the has 
made in your heart, and I have given thanks to 
heaven from the bottom of mine. He interrupted 
me——Ah ! ſaid he with a languiſhing voice, continue 
to hold this opinion ; I wiſh that ſhe alſo may em- 
brace it: You will both then be ſatisfied, and I ſhall 
be the only miſerable wretch. How! replied I with 
aſtoniſhment, have you no thoughts of living hap- 
pily with her, and will you deny thoſe ſentiments, 
which a man of honour ought to have for an amiable 
and virtueus woman? What ſignify then the careſſes 
which you ſometimes ſhew to her? He conjured me 
not to irritate his trouble, and to remember what he 
had told me four hours before, as a rule from which 
he would never ſwerve. I have a gentle and comply- 
ing temper, continued he, I am not capable of re- 
ſiſting the advances of a woman; and when Sarah 
comes to over-burthen me, as now and then ſhe does, 
with the obliging marks of her tenderneſs and diſ- 
quiet, I cannot have the brutality to puſh her from 
me : But all I can do to help her tranquillity will be 
for ever uſeleſs to mine. Why do you put me upon 
this melancholy ſubject, added he, interrupting him- 
ſelf, do not you remember all I have promiſed you ? 
I thought that being yet filled with his prepoſſeſhons, 
it would be of no avail to oppoſe them on the eve 
of my departure. I would have broke off this diſ- 
courſe at that time, and recommending him to hea- 
ven, I ſhould have had nothing elſe to employ me but 
the preparations for my voyage, if he had not told me 
himſelf, that he had ſomething of importance to com- 
municate to me. Drawing near him I obſerved, that 
his face was overſpread with bluſhes, He prayed me 
- to 
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to liſten to him, and began this diſcourſe : —Alas'! 
what compaſs of words am I obliged to uſe to diſ- 
cover to you a ſecret, which the preſent circumſtances 
will not permit me to conceal from you longer? You 
are going to Paris, where you may hope perhaps to 
find de Peſſes again. But he is gone a far journey. If you 
remember the relation I made you at Coleraine, you 
muſt have obſerved that I praiſed his zeal, and con- 


feſſed the inclination I had to ſerve him with Roſe; 


but that which you might have believed to proceed 
from gratitude and friendſhip has its riſe from ano- 
ther cauſe. After the ruin of our affairs, and at 
the time that he offered me all his ſubſtance to re- 
eſtabliſn them, I made him my confident in my moſt 
grievous misfortunes. My paſſion for madam de 
L and her unforeſeen eſcape, which left me 
in 1gnorance even of the road ſhe took, touched a 
heart that love had ſubjected to the ſame torments. 
His intereſt perhaps made him offer me a ſervice, of 
which the reward ought to be of the ſame nature. 
In one word, he undertook a journey into Germany, 
(where I am perſuaded Mr de L——— is retired with 
his daughter) and to viſit many large cities, where 
that gentleman has been employed in the king's af- 
fairs. The return he propoſed to me was to take 


eare of the heart of Roſe, while he was running 


half over Europe to ſecure me one which I thought 


ready to be loſt. In the zeal of an unhappy paſſion I 


promiſed him much more than perhaps he durſt hope 
for. Not having then perceived that Roſe had any 
other reaſons to repulſe him, than what George had 
inſpired her with, I flattered myſelf that I could 
ſurmount them. George, ſays I, has been a long time 
in the Baſtile ; the dean loves you; Roſe herſelf has 
never yet diſcovered any averſion to you, and I 
have always imagined that ſhe would give you the 
preference, if ſhe could liſten to her heart rather than 


to her ambition. In fine, I promiſed to have the ſame 


zeal for his intereſts that he had for mine; and to 
give more force to this engagement, I gave him a 
writing 
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writing ſigned by my name, with all the formalities 
that might bind a man of honour. | 

It ts true, that being willing to begin i9Mnediatel7 
to prepoſſeſs Roſe in his favour, I obſerved, that 
without diſcovering any tokens of hatred, ſhe did 
Rot receive my impreſſions ſo readily as I flattered 
myſelf ſhe would, ſhould have ſuſpected that her 
heart was filled with ſome other paſſion, if I had 
not known a long time before by demonſtrable proofs, 
that the duke of and my lord Linch, whole 
applications had made a noiſe, were far from plca- 
ſing her; and during my aſſiduities to ſee her in the 
convent, I did not at all perceive that ſhe there re- 
ceived any other viſits than mine. However, going 
one day to viſit her at a different hour than I ord:- 
narily did without any defign, L was alone waiting 
for her at the grate, when I ſaw a fervant without « 
livery, thruſting his head many times to the door as 
if he expected an anſwer which he was tired with wait- 
ing for. This at leaſt was the opinion with which 
his curioſity furniſhed me, and not being able to reſiſt 
mine, I plainly aſked him what he waited for, 
He confefled that he waited for the orders of a pen- 
ſroner of the convent to whom he had delivered a 
letter. Madam de —! ſays I, naming my ſiſter, 
He owned it was ſhe. I teok a reſolution on the 
ſpot which will ſurpriſe you. Very well ſays I, I 
ſhall be diſcreet, and will not at all interrupt you.— 
Going afterwards from the parlour, I gave him time 
to receive the anſwer he waited for; but being four 
ſteps from the grate with my footman, and having 
feen him go out, I ſtopped him, ond threatned him 
with the greateſt extremities, if he did not give me 


up the letter which he had received. In a deſert . 


place, wherein no-body could fee us, he could not 
refuſe to obey me, I immediately withdrew to return 
home, and delayed reading a piece of ſuch concern 
unti] I got there. My footman gave me notice that 
the other followed us rt having no meaſures to ob- 
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ſerve in an affair of this nature, I affected to conti- 
nue my road without giving him any attention. 

Judge“ with what eagerneſs I opened my ſiſter's 
letter. It contained but fix lines, of which I re- 
member every word. I ſhall never hearken, ſays ſhe, 
to a propoſal that wounds my duty; do not renew 
it any more, if you would have me preſerve the opi- 
nion I have hitherto had of you. Is it not enough to 
have wreſted from me a conſent, with which I re- 
proach myſelf? and what reaſon can I have to build 
upon your eſteem, without which I could not be fen- 
ible of your love, if the ways you would preſcribe 
me are only proper to make me loſe it? Wait until 
my affairs are cleared up, it ſhall be my duty then to 
hearken to your love; but it is your's to-day not to 
abuſe my inclination for you, and the emberratinent 
in which I am. 

The reading of this letter, continued Patrick, 
raiſed in me no other emotion than that of ſurpriſe. 
It was no extraordinary matter that a young lady as 
amiable as Roſe ſhould pleaſe every one who knew her, 
and I ſhould not impute it to her as a crime to be her- 
ſelf ſenſible of the love of a man of merit. Beſides, 
judging of her engagements by her expreſſions, I could 
not accuſe her of having ſtepped out of certain bounds, 
within which it ſeemed' to me that love might eaſily 
be made to ſquare with honour, But I could not re- 
cover from my ſurpriſe, when I cenſidered what ad- 


dreſs ſhe had necd of to diſguiſe from us a paſſion, 
that could not be new born, and which could not” 


engage her in a commerce of letters without having 
made great progreſs in her heart. I inquired who 
might be this happy lover, who was preferred to 
the duke of „ to Mr de Peſſes, and my 
lord Linch. Nothing preſented itfelf to my memory 
that could get me out of this doubt, when my foot- 
man came to give me notice, that a man well 
dreſſed and of a good appearance required to ſpeak 


with me. He added, that there was no ſign that 
he knew me, fince in demanding to ſee me he did 


not 
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not mention me by my name, nor by any other 


term than that of my maſter. I did not at all doubt 
but that this viſit had ſome relation to my ſiſter”; 
letter, and all the fears that might remain on the 
former affair did not prevent my receiving him, 
The unknown was in reality a man of good mien. 
He advanced boldly, and in a fierce tone demand- 
ed by what right and with what views I had uſed 
violence in making myſelf maſter of a letter in 
which I had no concern. I ſmiled at this queſtion, 
which he meant as a menace; and without iving a 
very ſerious air to my anſwer, it is true, 5 I, I 
ſhould have rights abundantly clear over madam de 
— if I had been her father; but in reality ſhe 
is only my ſiſter. Theſe two words having cleared 
up his doubts, he made me an apology with a diſ- 
turbed air, and. failing upon the merit of Roſe, he 
complimented me upon being the brother of ſuch a 
charming lady. Yes, interrupted I, in à tone more 
reſolute, young and charming, but worthy alſo to be 
reſpected for her birth, and the honour of her ſenti— 
ments: And whoever ſhould think of her without 
making honour his guide, would expoſe himſelf to 
the hazard of finding an obſtacle in the way. I 
commend this generous warmth, fays the ſtranger, 
and ſhall do all juſtice to it in my report, for it is 
not my own intereſt, added he, that has brought me 
here. He roſe up, and having civilly renewed his 
excuſes retired, without ſuffering me to wait on him 
even to the door. 

This converſation left me more diſquietude than 
vexed. The opinion I had of Roſe and the very ex- 
preſſions of her letter were ſufficient vouchers for her 
virtue; but I could have wiſhed to have diſcovered 
who it was that ſtood ſo well in her heart, and what 
way he took to arrive at it. Not hoping for theſe 
diſcoveries but from herſelf, I reſolved not to wait 
till ſhe might be forewarned by her lover. I re- 
turned to her grate, and not finding her informed of 
any thing that had paſſed, I took occaſion, from ſome 
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new inſtances in favour of de Peſſes, to ſignify to 
ler, that I believed ſhe had other reaſons for her 
coldueſs than her natural indifference, I would not 
at all expoſe her to have recourſe to any diſguiſe in 
defending herſelf, but confeſſing that chance had 
thrown a diſcovery of ſomething in my way that I was 
not in ſearch of, I lamented that ſhe ſhould fail in 
confidence for a brother, who loved her ſo tenderly. 
She was not at all capable of thoſe artifices which I 
deſired to prevent. Candour was in her eyes and on 
her lips. She ſeized my hands bluſhing, and aſking 
pardon for her baſhfuineſs more than for her diffi- 
dence, ſhe promiſed to acquaint me with what ſhe had 
a long time reproached herſelf for having concealed 
from my knowledge, But interruping herſelf imme— 
diately, do you thea know him, ſays ſhe caſting down 
her eyes, can you inform me of his name? 

This queſtion pronounced with vivacity, though 
with a penſive air, gave me throughly to underſtand, 
that Roſe's wound was not only deep, but that there 
were ſome extraordinary circumſlances in her adven- 
ture. I was impatient to learn this ſtrange ſecret. You 
remember, ſaid ſhe at laſt, the firſt ball that you and 
George carried me to. The aſſiduity which the duke 
of ſhewed about me did not hinder my re- 
marking, that I was obſerved with as much application 
by a man 'whoſe figure and attention greatly inte- 
reſted me in his behalf. He changed places twenty 
times, to get into thoſe that were near mine, where he 
might more commodiouſly ſee me. I was too much 
on my guard to Jet him perceive that I was ſmitten 
with the perſeverance of his looks; but it 1s true 
that I then felt the effects which were yet unknown 
to me. I ſhould have had the eurioſity to inquire in- 
to his quality and name, if decency had not put a 
ſtop to any ſuch thought; ſo that I ſlipped the only 
opportunity that ever I had of knowing them. Ne- 
vertheleſs, other cares having almoſt effaced the re- 
membrance of him, there remained with me only a 


feeble impreſſion of him, when George took it in his 


thoughts to leave you with the dean, and to ſettle 
himſelf. 
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himſelf with me in another houſe. I had no other 
motive for following him but an aſcendant he lad 
gained over my mind. The firſt time I went a. 
broad to church I was like one ſcared to find at m 
fide this ſame man, whem I took a pleaſure in look- 
ing at before at the ball, He confeſſed to me that he 
did not owe this meeting to chance. All his employ. 
ment had been to find me out. Heat length got the 
opportunity of diſcovering to me a ſhare of his 
fentiments. What can I ſay in juſtification of my 
having heard them? He unfolded them to me indeed 
with ſo much reſpe& and ſoftneſs, that I felt all my 
inelination awakened. My fear gave place to conki- 
dence. | Without wounding modeſty by my anſwer, 
I defended myſelf only by general reaſons of deco- 
rum and honour, which would not ſuffer me to re- 
ceive his applications without the approbation of my 
brothers. Far from complaining of my thoughts, 
he aſſured me, he eſteemed himſelf happy in finding 
them ſuch as he expected; and not being capable 
he ſaid, of loving, without eſteem, he ſwore to me 
fincerity and x be 2 and did not fear to witneſs 
his oaths by him whom we were going to adore at 
church. But when I repeated to him, that I depend- 
ed on my brothers, and that there was nothing I 
could put in balance with my duty, he confeſſed to 
me-with a diſturbed air, that invincible reaſons laid 
him under a neceſſity of putting a conſtraint upon 
himſelf; that bearing a name known in the world, 
and enjoying a ſecure and eſtabliſhed fortune, he had 
good reaſons to promiſe himſelf that my brothers 
would net reje& him, when he could publicly offer me 
his ſervices, but that he was compelled by a motive, 
which would one day appear honourable in their 
eyes, to keep himſelf for ſome time concealed even 
from me; and propoſing to himſelf my happineſs as 
much as his own, he conjured me to receive his ad- 
dreſſes privately, and to regulate the manner he 


mould make them with all the rigour of my virtue. 
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This propoſal, continued Role, appeared to me ſo 
injurious, that my reſentment made me immediate- 
ly break up a converſation that had endured too long. 
No, ſays I, ſtrains of this nature are utterly un- 
known to me, and my duty teaches me to fly when 
any one dare propoſe them. We were at the church 
door, where the throng did not ſuffer us to enter 
eaſily, which made me fear left he ſhould conti- 
nue his converſation whether I would or not. But 
if this reaſon favourcd the reliſh I had of 'hearing 
him at firſt, it now ſerved me for a pretence to ſtep 
haſtily into the coach that waited for me, and drive 
off to a church more remote. 

I was ſo moved to hear Roſe, that I had no 
thoughts of iuterrupting her. All the ſatisfaction, 
purſued ſhe, that I felt in preferring my duty to the 
inclinations of my heart, did not defend me from a 
ſecret grief, until with a deep figh I aſked myſelf, 
how it happened that duty and love were ſo un- 
happily oppoſites, and by what diſpoſition of hea - 
ven it fell out that the ſweets adhering to our weak- 
neſſes were more poignant than thoſe annexed to vir- 
tue? The features which I came from ſeeing were 
preſent to my eyes; the ſound of his voice, the 
turn of his expreſſions, yet beat upon my ears. I 
found a relation ſo ſweet between the impreſſion on 
my ſenſes and the movements of my heart, that af- 
ter a world of reflections I could not doubt, that the 
ſacrifice I came from making was not the ſacrifice of 
all my happineſs. Nevertheleſs, I was ſupported with 
the contemplation of my duty\, The ball of the 
hotel de Carnavallet, where I In ſaw the cauſe of 
all my inquietudes, made no change in my prin- 
ciples. I even avoided ſpeaking to him, and the re- 
gret of removing myſelf from him made no part in 
the difficulty I had in following you. 

Here I could not hinder myſelf from aſking my 
ſiſter, why ſhe did not at leaſt conſult George upon 
an adventure ſo ſingular, and what reaſon ſhe had 
to keep it a ſecret from him. He, ſaid ſhe, enter- 
tained me with nothing but the hopes he had con- 

ceived 
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ceived of ſeeing me make a brilliant fortune. Thie 


example of the duke of » who was not dif. 
eouraged at all my indifferences, made him believe 
that it would be ſufficient for me to appear at court, 
or in the belle aſſemblies of the town, to draw to 
me the affections of a crowd of lovers. I never 
had the courage to confeſs to him the inclination 1 
felt for an — Wand man. You all three have ac- 
cuſtomed me, added ſhe tenderly, to regard you as ſo 
many maſters. Then returning to her ftory — [ 
could then flatter myſelf to have my heart free, yet 
not ſo as to be more diſpoſed to enter into other en- 
E for which this adventure made me even 
ole the reliſh; ſo that Mr de Peſſes and my lord 
Linch were little capable of moving me. It was only 
a ſubmiſſion to the advice of my brothers that de- 
termined me ſucceſſively to bear them Call to your 
mind the inclination I had for ſolitude; in thoſe 
retirements I ſorrowfully had the plealure of recalling 
to my memory the happineſs I had renounced, and 
I fortified myſelf in my indifference for men to that 
degree, that I thought to harden myſelf againſt him 
who alone knew how to pleaſe me. In the mean 
time we had ſcarce arrived at Paris, when the fight 
of madam de L , whole acquaintance you pro- 
cured me, your reciprocal tenderneſs, your proteſta- 
tions of love and conſtancy, in fine, your happineſs, 
of which I was a witneſs, made me perceive more 
than ever, that ſomething was wanting to mine, I 
could not diſguiſe from you my ſentiments ; you drew 
from me the confeſſion of it by your inſtances and 
your careſſes. It is to this fatal confidence that we 
ought to aſcribe all our misfortunes. When neceſſity 
made me take the reſolution of entering into this 
convent, I then gave thanks to heaven, and con- 
ſidered, that for a womin, who has nothing to hope 
from love or fortune, a retreat is a lot that cannot 
be chuſen too ſpeedily. I do not know how far this 
reflection might have carried me, if on the ſecond 


day of my entrance into this houſe I had not re- 
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lapſed into new difficulties by an unforeſeen adven- 
ture. I was informed that ſome-body wanted me at 
the grate. I fancied immediately that it was you or 
Mr de Peſſes. But imagine my ſurpriſe, when upon 
opening the door of the parlour I ſaw my unknown. 
Perhaps I ought to have retired. There is ſomething 
due alſo to decorum and good-manners. It 1s cer- 
tain I remained at firſt irreſolute; and he having 
obſerved my confuſion, addreſſed me in ſuch re- 
ſpectful and tender importunities, that they had the 
power of ſtopping me. Without informing me how he 
had diſcovered my abode, after having taken a thou- 
ſand unſucceſsful pains to find me, during our retire- 
ment at Saiſons, he conjured me to determine the dura- 
tion of his life, which he ſaid depended on the pity he 
implored. I was melted at his air, in which indeed 
I thought I had obſerved an abject heavineſs and 
languiſhment. Nevertheleſs, though I was poſſeſſed 
of this opinion, I made no difficulty to anſwer him, 
that I was offended at a vitit which wounded all my 
duties, and that I would not receive any perſon, who 
was not recommended to me by my brother. I turn- 
ed about to leave him, He caſt himſelf on his 
knees; do not throw into deſpair, ſays he, a man 
who adores you ; I dare not vaunt to you the value 
of my heart, but you ſhall know how ! 1n- 
terrupted I, without having taken the pains to ex- 
plain yourſelf to my brothers! This anſwer, which 
eſcaped me in my emotion, finiſhed his conſternation. 
Ah! cried he, I have cruel reaſons to impoſe on 
me filence, which you yourſelf will one day ap- 
prove, But they are at an end. I aſk you no more 
than a permiſſion to love you, and hopes to be one 
day your's. I ſhall renounce even the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing you; I ſhall do myſelf this dreadful violence, if 
you flatter me with the leaſt hope for a day to come, 
which cannot be far off. Not ſeeing any thing in 
theſe intreaties that could engage me in an honourable 
compoſition, I left him without making a reply, 
having ſaluted him civilly. He appeared no more af- 

terwards 
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terwards at the grate. But this very morning a ſet- 
ter came to me, which I opened in haſte, thinking 
only that it might contain ſome account of our at- 
fairs. Though it had not a name to it, and that [ 
had no reaſon to know whoſe hand-writing it was, 
yet I diſcovered by the firſt hnes that it came from 
him. He appeared to be informed not only of George's 
and your misfortunes, but cf the need I had of a 
thouſand things neceſſary for the conveniences of 
life. He lamented my afflictions like a paſſionate 
lover, and that what he ouly propoſed being my 
tranquillity and happineſs, he conjured me to accept 
of a houſe thoroughly furniſhed, where I ſhould be 
ſerved to the full of my deſires, and where he pro- 
miſed never to ſee me, till bis affairs gave him the 
liberty of offering me his fortune and hand. You 
ſee, if my candour and frankneſs be without reſerve, 
I cannot conceal that this appearance of diſinte— 
reftedneſs touched my heart to the bottom. I ſhed 
tears in contemplating on my lot, which condemned 
me to reje& the adorations of a man ſo amiable and fo 
generous. I could not defend myſelf from giving him 
at leaſt a civil anſwer. In refufiag his offer, I gave 
him hopes by ſome indefinite terms, that if bis at- 
fairs and mine ſhould clear up in fine, that if 
the juſt difficulties that ſtood in the way ſhould 

ceaſe 
1 hear you, interrupted I, in order to relieve her 
embarraſment, which I ſaw increaſc ; theſe are ap- 
pearances that promiſe an extraordinary lever; and 
I reproach you for not having ſouner given me theſe 
hints, which might have helped juſt now to have 
made a diſcovery at leaſt of his name. But what can 
one think, added I, of his obſcure reaſons, which 
hinder him from following his inclinations, and make 
him even dread being known? Is he ſo young, that one 
may imagine him to be conſtrained by the authority 
of his family ? She told me, that he could not be 
much under thirty years of age Has he any law- 
ſuit, replied I, any affair of honour, that ag 1 
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lige him to conceal himſelf, or, it may be, ſome ſlain 
or blemiſh with which he durſt not make a public 
appearance in the world? I laid alſo before Roſe's 
eyes all that prudence might make her fear, with an 
intention not ſo much to combat an inclination which 
appeared to me to be ſtrongly manifeited, as for keep- 
ing my word given to de Peſſes, in avoiding ateait 
to ſide againſt his intereſts. This addreſs had ſome 
ſucceſs. Roſe, being entirely filled with theſe ideas, 
thought of nothing but, to bring me to an explanation 
of my firſt diſcourſe, which had given riſe to her 
ſtory. She embarraſed me at fiſt by her importunity 
but becoming leſs urgent, when I aſſured her that J 
did not know the name of her lover, I had time to 
range my thoughts in order, after a manner that was 
not capable of giving her any vexation. LI left her in 
ignorance that I was poſſeſſed of her letter: and in 
all that followed I obſerved a medium with which ſhe 
was fatisfied. 

Nevertheleſs, I ardently wiſhed for an end of this 
converſation, to purſue the hope I had of diſcovering 
this unknown lover. I had ſcarce left Roie, when 1 
placed two men to watch at the gate of the convent, 
with orders to obſerve if any one cam- to inquire for 
my ſiſter, and that one of them ſhould immediately 
run and give me notice. For my part I went home 
where I was not intirely without hopes of receiving 
a ſecond vibt from the ſtranger whom I had already 
ſeen, If he refuſed giving me further light into the 
matter, my reſolution was to challenge him out at all 
forts of riſques. Three days waiting and contiaually 
watching not having gained me any light, my diſquiet 
increaſed, and other perplexities being added thereto, 
ſuch as want and neceſſity, (which began to make me 
fear not only for myſelf, but for Roſe, whom de Peſſes 
ha.l in vain I-Loured to make accept of ſome new ſuc- 
cours) I formed che deſign of my journey to Ireland 
to awaken your tenderneſs and zeal. I communi- 
cated this reſolution to George and my ſiſter, who 


oth approved of it. De Peſſes, who by his father's. 


death was obliged to defer his departure for Germany, 
Vor. I. a treſolved 
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reſolved to begin his journey near the ſame time witi 
me, under the hope of returning to Paris as ſoon as 
I, and to rejoin one another with happy news. An 
- ample inheritance, of which he became maſter, aug- 
mented his confidence and zeal, He lent me an hun» 
dred piſtoles, which I made no difficulty of receiving 
from a friend. Roſe yet remained obſtinate in refu- 
ſing all his offers, as much from the fear of giving 
him any advantage over her, as the thoughts that 
ſhe ſhould be able to ſupport herſelf till my return. 
In fine, I left Paris while de Peſſes took the route of 
German : 

You obſerve, added Patrick, that I concealed thoſe 
circumſtances from you upon my arrival at Coleraine ; 
my reaſon was to ſpare your vexation, which would not 
have been leſſened upon hearing my ſiſter's lot; and, 
in relation to myſelf, it would have been then uſeleſs 
to communicate to you the enterprize of de Peſſes, as 
it would be to-day, if I did not think myſelf obliged to 
make you enter into this conſideration of my con- 
duct. Alas! added he with a deep ſigh, which this 
reflection wrung from him, what will he think of the 
inconſtancy of my reſolutions, and of the bottom- 
leſs gulph into which I am precipitated ! But if I have 
ſacrificed to my family all the tenderneſs and bonds 
of my heart, I am not the more diſengaged from the 

romiſe I have made my friend. I cannot grant to 
my lord Linch the conſent he defires of marrying 
Roſe ; I ſhall not do it under the hazard of my life, 
even though ſhe ſhould approve of it ; but Jeſs, with- 
out doubt, when the queſtion is to do violence to a 
filter ſa dear. I admire that George, whoſe character 
I well know, could lend an ear to this propoſal; and 
do not flatter yourſelves, ſays he further, to make her 
Joſe the ſentiments ſhe has for her unknown. After 


diſcovering to me the ſecrets of her heart, ſhe will re- 
main conſtant. At length, he prayed me to begin by 
putting her in ſafety againſt any attempts of my lord 
Linch, who would hold her like one beſieged; and if 


the could not prevail on herſelf, as he feared ſhe would 
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not, to return to Ireland with me, that T would per- 
ſuade her with all mildneſs to enter for a time into 
the beſt convent in Paris, until ſhe had got a certain 
knowledge of her private affairs. 

He told me alſo what he thought of George's ſitua- 
tion; his affair was too freſh, he ſaid, to hope that 
the court would ſo ſoon grant any ſort of favour 
more than he had already received: But a time 
would come when all his offences would be effaced by 
oblivion; and many perſons of conſequence were per- 
ſuaded, that, after the example of the Count de 
R „he would one day ſtep out of his chains, 
under the condition of leaving France, or remaining 
there under another rame. You will not, ſaid Pa- 
trick, be refuſed an entrance into his priſon, and you 
will learn from himſelf at what time your ſolicita- 
tions will be neceſſary in ſupport of thoſe of his 
friends. | 

It was time to finiſh a converſation that might be 
prejudicial to his health; but when I ſpoke of my laſt 
adieu, in promiſing to ſpare the importunities of my 
lord Linch, ſtop, ſays he, with an air of ſoftneſs, and 
as if he had ſet apart to this moment the care of his 
own intereſt, which other refle&ions had ſuſpended, 
you mult not go without hearing what J have to ſay 
to you on my part to the affair of de Peſſes: You 
will ſee him ſooner or later at Paris. What will you 
tellhim, when he aſks what detains me in Ireland, and 
why I am not in France as ſoon as he? What will you 
anſwer, if upon giving an account of his journey, he 
informs you, that he has diſcovered the retreat of 
madam de L ; and that he has brought me, 
perhaps, ſome new proof of her love and fidelity? 
How will you juſtify the fatal ſtep in which you have 
engaged me! For the eſteem which the world con- 
ceives of a man of honour ought to be accounted for 
every thing; and will he that knows in what bands I 
was bound, ever perſuade himſelf that I could have 
broke them by any neceſſities more powerful than the 
engagements of honour and love? Seeing him enter 
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into theſe ideas, even to the ſhedding of tears, I forbore 
to enter into any new diſcuſſions. Forbear, ſaid 1, 
theſe falſe notions of your firſt engagements, and be 
perſuaded that love and honour have impoſed on you 
laws the moſt holy and inviolable. I ſhall eaſily con- 
vince de Peſſes that you have taken fide with your 
duty, and if he has made any diſcovery of your in- 
tereſts in Germany, he will rejoice to ſee you aſſured 
by ways the moſt honourable and ſhort. I required 
from him in the end, that without giving himſelf fur- 
ther up to complaints as diſhonourable as uſeleſs, he 
would ſuffer me to ſpend the remainder of the day in 
making preparations for my journey. My ſatisfac- 
tion, added I, would have been to have accompanied 
you to your eſtate ; but I leave you in the hands of a 
ſpouſe, whoſe tenderneſs will leave no room for 
mine; and preſſed entirely down as I ſee you are by 
your fever, I think it a little dangerous, and ſhall 
part with you in quiet. If there remains 1n Roſe any 
little docility for my advice, you ſhall not have cauſe 
to complain of our being too flow in rejoining you. 

I ſenc for Sarah and Dilnick, who had taken care 
to order that we ſhould not have any interruption, 
Having declared to them my reſolution of beginning 
my journey on the morrow, we ſettled it by agree- 
ment, that Patrick ſhould take the title of my Lord 
N— „ Which had for many ages belonged to the 
chief of our houſe. - There was no danger to fear 
that George, who did not think of eſtabliſhing himſelt 
in Ireland, ſhould ever appear to diſpute the title 
with him; and I reckoned upon obtaining his appro- 
bation, when I ſhould arrive at Paris. I ſaluted Sarah 


„by the name of his ſpouſe ; and the pains I took to 


_ diſpoſe favourably the mind of my lord Linch, hav- 
ing delivered Patrick from thoſe importunities which 
he dreaded, 1 found myſelf at liberty after ſo many 
agitations to have nothing elſe to do than to think of 
My journey, 
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LL the reflections I could make on the conduct 
and fituation of Roſe not being able to regu- 

late my reſolutions at ſuch a diſtance from her, I 
thought of nothing but taking the neareſt road, and 
of getting the ſtart of all obſtacles with which the ap- 
proaches of a furious war ſeemed to threaten us on 
the road. My lerd Linch, being firmly reſolved to 
bear me company, repreſented, that in croſſing Eng- 
land we ſhould be ftopped by a thouſand impertinent 
queſtions, to which it would not be on every occaſion 
eaſy to give an anſwer: Although the pretence of his 
voyages to France had hitherto been his education, yet 
he was now of ſuch an age as would make that rea- 
ſon appear not very probable. It could not but give 
ſome miſtruſt to ſee a gentleman, on the eve of a war, 
quit his country to go over to the enemies of his 
maſter. It was this conſideration that made him 
keep his arrival a ſecret, and he wiſhed his depar- 
ture might be no leſs ſo. As to myſelf, I could not 
make a noiſe of my journey without being laid 
under a neceſſity of imparting it to the government. 
If, nevertheleſs, we would avoid taking the common 
route, we muſt wait for opportunities that did not 
always preſent, and expoſe ourſe]ves to delays not at 
all agreeable to our impatience. My lord Linch, fol- 
lowing the advice of a few faithful friends, to whom 
he had diſcovered himſelf, propoſed to me to travel to 
Waterford, a city in the ſouth of Ireland, where we 
might hope to find ſome French veſſel ready to fail, 
K 3 and 
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and more probably as the rumour of a war had al- 
ready made the merchants think of getting into their 
own ports. I ſubmitted to theſe reaſons, and (each of 
us attended by one ſervant) we left Dublin upon ſuch 
uncertain informations, In reality we found at Wa- 
terford a veſſel bound to Havre, but which not in- 
tending to fail in lefs than ten days, left us under great- 
er perplexities than we had reaſons to apprehend from 
paſſing through England. I was of opinion to return 
to Dublin, where our deligns would be at leaſt better 
concealed than in a country town. Yet my lord 


Linch's advice prevailed. His eſtate not lying very 


far from the place where we were, he preſſed me to 
employ the time, that muſt neceſſarily be loſt, to 
viſit that hereditary treaſure of which he did not 
doubt but Patrick had given me an account. It will 
be of ſervice. added he, to our common intereſt, tha: 
you ſhould have ſome knowledge of the ſituation and 
place where this wealth is depoſited, as well to con- 
firm the reſtimony I have given king James, as to 
faciliate the means of putting him in poſſeſſion of it. 
I conſented to the propoſal, 1 the cireumſtances 
of my travelling with him laid me under a neceſſity of 
doing ſo; and I was alſo ſenſible of the confidence 
from whence this offer ſeemed to proceed. Linch 
looked upon himſelf as already united to my family, 
and did no longer diſtinguiſh our intereſts from his 
own. e I was watchful over my words, 
that nothing might ſlip from me which he might im- 
prove into an engagement. Without repenting of 
the prudent conduct which Patrick and I had agreed 
upon, 1 could not keep myſelf from a kind of terror, 
when I reflected on the agitations wherein I left him; 
and being yet more fearful in regard to Roſe, I took 
a firm reſolution not to charge myſelf with the con- 
ſequences of her marriage, by contributing to it in any 

manner that might give her cauſe to reproach me. 
We came to the principal manſion houſe of my 
lord Linch, and had precaution enough to arrive there 
at night, in order to keep our intentions * 
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from the neighbourhood. He, placed an intire con- 
fidence in the fidelity of his domeſtics, who were 
all of the Roman religion, and by long ſervices linked 
in affection and zeal to his family. The ſame night 
we got into his chaife, and without other witneſs 
than a very aged footman, whom we made our 
guide, we reached .a foreſt joining to his park, 
where the cloſeneſs of the trees obliged us to alight 
and go in on foot. A lanthorn ſerved to ſhew us 
the path into this intricate labyrinth, of which Linch 
himſelf did not know the ſeveral turnings and wind- 
ings, but by the help of a memorandum that he was 
obliged to conſult every moment. At length we ar- 
rived at a very hollow and deep place, which the 
memorandum deſcribed with too mich exactneſs to 
leave us under a poſſibility of miſtaking it. I know 
whereabouts I am, ſaid Linch, I came once before to 
this place with my father in my early youth; and 
indeed without further information we removed a 
covering of about two foot of earth, which concealed 
the paſſage into a vault. We lifted up a large ſtone 
laid over a hole, which by a gentle dechvity led us 
to the bottom of this ſubterrancous cavern. 

It had no other ornament about it than ſome thick 
planks, joined cloſe to each other, to preſerve from 
damps or moiſture many great cheſts, wherein the 
treaſure was ſhut up. Linch had the keys of them, 
and every one was diſtinguiſhed by different marks, 
We opened the cheſts one after another, and 1 ſaw 
with admiration the ſpoils of more than an hundred 
once flouriſhing churches, the names of which were 
written upon every piece that belonged to them re- 
ſpectively. Care had been taken to join to every one 
of them a ſhort account in writing, containing an 
evidence of the particulars and a number of circum- 
ſtances, diſcovermg the times and motives of depo- 
ſiting them there. The moſt part of the pieces were 
diſhes, ſconces, candleſticks, and croſſes, all of 
filver, and divers kinds of veſſels uſed in the cele- 
bration of the church ceremonies. An impulſe of 
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reverence ſeizing me at the fight of theſe venerable 
monuments of the piety of our anceſtors, made me 
give thanks to heaven upon my knees for their 
preſervation. My lord Linch, who during this time 
had proceeded to viſit ſome caſkets on which he had 
been furpriſed to find the name of his family, all of 
a ſudden ſet up a ſhout of joy upon opening a paper, 
the character of which he knew to be the hand- 
writing of his father. It was addreſſed: to himſelf. 
« Tn this box, my ſon, (ſaid this worthy father) you 
« will find all the jewels of your mother. Do not 
% give them with your hand and heart to any but a 
«© woman worthy of wearing them after her. — Re- 
«© member the relation I made you on my death- bed.“ 
I am intereſted, ſaid Linch after reading thoſe 
few words, to clear up to you theſe obſcurities. I 
loſt my father when I was of tender years. He loved 
me not alone as I was his only ſon, but as I was the 
ſole fruits of an exceſſive love, which he could not 
overcome, even after the%Yeath of my mother, not- 
withſtanding ſome extraordinary realons which he 
had to be comforted on this occaſion. She was born 
without a fortune, but her merit, in his opinion, 
made amends for the want of riches, All the pro- 
vince applauded his choice, as he was the heir of a 
wealthy houſe, for having preferred her to a hundred 
ladies of fortune equal to his own. The ſplendour 
of an alliance ſo ſaperior to their ſituation. did not 
permit my mother's parents to conſult on terms, nor 
her to liſten to another inclination. So ambition and 
love linked them together with very different views, 
which nevertheleſs contributed to maintain both in the 
one and the other a conformity of ſentiments in ap- 
pearance, which ſhould have been in reality better 
united. My father, who was always fond, could not 
but perceive that my mother's love was deficient 1n 
a certain ardour, which without intermiſſion he en- 
deavoured to re-inflame, out of an eager deſire to 
have a more perfect poſſeſſion of her affection; and 
my mother, intirely given up to ambition, for a long 
time 
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time made it her triumph to reign with an abſolute 
ſway over a heart, that in vain laboured to affect her's. 
Their greateſt misfortune was, that not being inſen- 
fible to love, ſhe did not defend herſelf ſo well againſt 
the merit of a gentleman of the neighbourhood, who 
employed a ſhare of his wealth in manifeſting his 
paſſion by all the entertainments and gallantries that 
love could invent. Theſe in truth were the things 
ſhe loved; for virtue and honour being her firſt 
maxims, ſhe knew how to guard herſelf againſt all the 
weakneſſes of love. My father, whoſe paſſion left 
him no repoſe, did not nevertheleſs join to it the 
wretched torment of jealouſy. He was for ſome 
months as much taken up in fortifying the heart of 
his ſpouſe againſt the diligence and application of 
another, as in ſubduing it by his own. This was the 
natural method of b the attempts of his 
rival in a conflict ſo uneaſy; but a mortal fit of 
fickneſs, which reduced my mother in a few days to 
the extremeſt weakneſs, gave him to underſtand that 
he was deſtined to ſurvive her. She deſired to talk 
with him alone a few moments before her departure. 
J have remarked, ſaid ſhe, for ſome months paſt, that 
you have been cruelly tortured : Can you deceive 
yourſelf ſo much as to believe that I was more un- 
diſturbed and happy? Compare this day our ſufferings, 
and you will confeſs that mine are the ſtrongeſt, which 
are now about ſending me to my grave. In theſe 
laſt moments, when juſtice aad truth are the only 
duties that poſſeſs me, I am ſenſible that you are de- 
ceived if you would perſuade yourſelf that I ever 
loved you. But if you have ſuſpected me to have 
offended againft the engagements of fidelity and ho- 
nour; in a word, againſt any of the laws that a 
woman impoſes on herſelf in the matrimonial cere- 
mony, you will cruelly injure my memory. See what 
it colts me for having faithfully obſerved them. — 
I die. She expired a few moments after. My fa- 


ther, continued Linch, did not behold in this confeſ- 
Gon any thing but an admirable example of conſtancy 
K 5 and. 
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and virtue. He upbraided himſelf for being ignorant 
of the means of touching a woman's heart, and of 
being deficient in the addreſs of captivating them ; 


ſeeing that his wife, having ſtruggled ſo generouſly for 


her duty, was a plain proof that ſhe had a reliſh for 
it, and that ſhe would not have needed any other 
motive to make her find a pleaſure therein, than to 
be aided by the ftudy and diligence of a huſband. 
Theſe thoughts never forſook him during his whole 
life. They even helped to leſſen the regrets and 
torments that poiſoned the remainder of it ; and in 
the end, approaching to his laſt hour, he gave me 
this account; with an exhortation, never to be diſ- 
heartened by the indifferences of a virtuous wife. 

It was at this time, added Linch, that he put into 
my hands the memorandum, of which we have juſt 
made uſe. As I was yet of tender years, he adviſed 
me to go and learn my exerciſes at Paris, and to wait 
there Be more quiet times before I returned to my 
own country. Plunket, who was my neareſt relation, 
was intrufted with the ſecret, and had a duplicate 
of the memorandum put into his hands, as a precau- 
tion againſt all ſofts of accidents. Being young, and 
without any eſtate, he freely ſubmitted to theſe laſt 
diſpoſitions of my father, who directed him to fol- 
low the courſe of my fortune, and me upon all occa- 
fions to take care of his. It was by mutual conſent 
we took the reſolution of raiſing to ourſelves a me- 
Tit with king James, in diſcovering te him the wealth 
we could here procure him. But beſides the difficul- 
ties of having it tranſported into France from the mid- 
dle of Ireland, the unfortunate end of Plunket, and 
the continual trouble in which I have lived fince his 
death, have put a ſtop to our deſign. 

I have only, ſays my lord Linch further, a general 
notion of what is contained within theſe three caſkets 
which belong to myſelf; my father only told me, that 
i ſhould find in them the moſt precious of his wealth, 


We will leave here every thing that is troubleſome in 


carriage; but this dox, that will not incommode us 


0 much 
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much in our journey, you may conceive for whom I 
intend; and you mult alſo obſerve, that in obſti- 
nately perſevering to vanquiſh the rigours of the beau- 
tiful Roſe, I do not act without authority or without 
example. - 

The beginning of his diſcourſe made me foreſee: 
this concluſion. It appeared nevertheleſs demonſtra- 
ble to me, that the laſt declaration of his father was 
on the contrary an inſtruction full of wiſdom, by 
which his deſires were to precaution him againſt an 
engagement ſo unfortunate as his own; and I thought 
I perceived, that he was under a neceſſity of doing a 
little violence to the expreſſions which he 'pretended 
to relate to me after his father, in order to wreſt them 
to a ſenſe advantageous for himſelf. But I knew that 
the blindneſs of his love was exactly compoſed of this 
unhappy obſtinacy, which gave him room to explain 
every thing in his own favour ; and this was not the 
time to combat Linch with ſuch arguments as LI 
could not make him reliſh. In reflecting upon what 
had paſſed, I did not diſcover any thing in the exam- 


k 2 of his father, which could inſpire me with the 

J eaſt remorſe for what I had done for Patrick ; for I 

' made a wide difference between marrying a woman 

: againſt her conſent, and conſequently without hopes 

x of being ever beloved, and a man's ſuffering himſelfto be q 
F 288 to marry a woman, for whom 1a truth of 
N e has no love, but by whom he is fare to be ten- mn 
h derly beloved, and for whom he may conſequently 

A hope, that reaſon and gratitude may make him ſooner 

i or later conceive the moſt tender affection. The laſt 

4 of theſe two ſorts of marriages may agree equally | 
"4 with religion and honour ; and I cannot but per- 


ſuade mylelf more and more that the other is an ex- 
1} travagant attempt, which ſearches for one's own ſa- 
tisfaction in the loſs of that of another, and which e- 
ven makes a man blind to the very thing that he thought 
. a proper expedient to give him content; ſeeing that, 
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1 2 him capable of loving, it is impoſſible for 
en 1im to be a long time happy, in cauſing the unhappi- 
h neſs of what he loves. 
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In the mean time, the ſafety of Roſe laying me al- 


ways under a conſtraint, I made no anſwers but what 


contained only matters of compliment and civility, 
which engaged me to nothing; and I did not at all 
oppoſe his deſign of preſenting to her his mother's 
jewels. We did not leave the rault, till we had con- 
tinued in it ſo long as to exanfine all the riches in it. 
With the church treaſure, and the gold and filver 
veſſels of Linch's houſe, we ſaw there about five hun- 
dred thouſand franks, of divers ſorts of coin, which 
had been ſecretly levied, for the aid of the king and 
church, at the time of the revolution. In going 
out of this obſcure cave, Linch defired me to obſerve 
the places about it, as much as the darkneſs of the 
night would give me leave, that I might form an 
image of it, which he recommended to me to con- 


ſerve faithfully in my memory. We went back to his 


caſtle, where our entertainment for many days rolled 
Principally upon the means to convey the. treaſure to 
St Germain. TI avoided ſpeaking of Rofe; and if 1 
was forced to hearken to the tedious repetitions of a 
lover, I limited myſelf in flattering his inquietudes, 
by a promiſe of aſſiſting him with my ſolicitations, 
which was the only engagement I could make him 
with ſincerity. 

The captain of the ſhip being in our ſecret, we 
by his directions and cunning avoided every thing 
that might diſcover us at Waterford. Our getting on 
ſhipboard was not leſs happy; and after eight days 
{ſail we landed at Havre, from whence we immediate- 
ly took poſt for Paris. Linch's impatzence made him 
with to alight directly at my fiſter's lodgings. He 
thought himſelf ſure of vanquiſhing her by my aid, 
and looking upon himſelf already as my brother, he 
made no further difficulty of giving me the name. 
The fervency of his love diſpoſed me in reality to 
ſerve him. I could not but own at the bottom, that 
his alliance was what I might look upon as a thing the 
moſt honourable and moſt advantageons for my ſiſter. 
But with how many other cares was I turmoiled, and 
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what precautions had I need of in all the obſcurities 
which I was forthwith to unravel ! The moſt urgent 
deſire J had was to begin by diſcourſing Roſe, and to 
ſurpriſe her alone employed in her work, of which 
ſhe had drawn me ſo moving a picture. 

The benefit I drew from the haſte of my lord 
Linch, was to be informed as ſpeedily as he of the ob- 
nnn of three of his domeſtics, whom he had 
left planted about Roſe's lodgings, and of the re- 
marks of the woman, who lived during his abſence in 
the chamber, of which he had pierced the wall. We 
alighted at the ſame place. He ſent to his ſervants, to 
attend and receive his commands. The chambermaid 
imparted but few diſcoveries ; ſhe only told us, that 
hearing my ſiſter's voice, without having ever been 
able to diſtinguiſh her words, ſhe remarked that ſhe 
ſpoke ſeldom ; but as far as ſhe could judge by her 
tone compared to. another voice, ſhe employed her- 
ſelf in reading ſeveral times a-day. The commiſſion 
of the three domeſtics having been to watch abroad, 
their report was of more conſequence. They al- 
fured us, that for about three weeks aſter their maſter 
went away they punctually faw a man without a live- 
ry, who went into her houſe twice a day, and who 
ſpent there cach time near a quarter of an hour, 
How, cried my lord Linch in a tranſport of jealon- 
ſy, did not you follow him the firſt time upon the 
track, and have you not forced him to declare to whom 
he belonged ? He confeſſed to us voluntarily, ſays one 
of the footmen, as ſoon as we queſtioned him. He 
ſaid he was in the ſervice of an Iriſh ecclcſiaftic call- 
ed the dean of Coleraine. A new ſpur this, which 
mortally- exaſperated the jealouſy of my lord Linch 
for it was evident that this was an artifice of ſome 
concealed lover, to whom my name ſerved as a 
maſk. I had ſome fear on me myſ-'f, although I 
laboured to appeaſe the reſentment of my lord Linch ; 
and I preſſed his ſervants to make an end of their ac- 
count. They added, that they had ſeen ſome coaches 
ſtop many times oppolite to the door, but that thoſe 
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who were in them never alighted ; and ſtaying but 
a moment, they were not able to gueſs their names, 
nor get any account of their deſigns. That about 
the ſame number of perſons went ſeveral times into 
the houſe, and that they durſt not follow or queſtion 
them upon ſuch ſlight pretences. So that, after all, 
the principal ſubjeQ of diſquiet fell upon the afore- 
ſaid punctual man, who never failed of ſhewing him- 
ſelf there twice a day. h 

My lord Linch, not at all recovering from his paſl- 
ſion, propoſed off- hand to put himſelf upon the 
watch in the ſtreet where my fiſter lived, and with a 
poniard in his hand to force him to confeſs his em- 
ployer. I made him take up with more moderate 
thoughts, by repreſenting, that the caſe of the per- 
ſon whom he judged worthy of his affections requi- 
red more caution and addreſs; that deſpair could 
give him no other counſel, if the queſtion had been 
to torment a lover. more happy than himſelf ; but that 
not being able to deliver his mind from ſuch ſuſpicions 
without unjuſtly wounding my ſiſter, he ought to leave 
to me the trouble of ſearching into the bottom ot 
this myſtery, in which I had as good a right to inte- 
reſt myſelf as he. Though I ſpoke to him after ſuch 
a cool manner, yet poſſibly I was noi myſelf intirely 
exempt from thoſe ſuſpicions, which I was endeavour- 
ing to baniſh out of his mind; but I wiſhed to be 
the only perſon who ſhould clear them up, and to 
bury the cauſe of them, if I ſhould be ſo unfortunate 
as to find them true. 

My reaſons prevailed on Linch, and he gave me 
one of his ſervants to wait on me to my ſiſter. As 
we walked ſome ſteps towards her lodging, this ſer- 
vant made me take notice of the meſſenger that 
cauſed his maſter's alarms, and who walked on the 
other ſide of the ſtreet without looking towards us. 
I reſolved to queſtion him, and reproach him for his 
artifice. But how great was my aſtoniſhment in diſ- 
covering him to be the old valet de chambre of Mr de 


Peſſes? He no ſooner perceived me, than throwing him- 
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ſelf haſtily ia my way, he diſcovered great tranſport 
of joy at having once more ſeen me; and without 
waiting for my queſtioning, he infermed me, that his 
malter had left him in Paris when he went to Ger- 
many, with the commiſſion only to watch without in- 
termiſſion over the ſafety of my ſiſter ; that not having 
loſt fight of her, either while ſhe was in the convent, 
or after ſhe had left it, he regularly came to inquire 
after her health, and to offer her all he was ca- 
pable of undertaking for her ſervice; that having 
withdrawn herſelf, for reaſons to which he was a 
ſtranger, into a chamber very ill furniſhed, where ſhe 
wilfully determined not to be ſeen by any perſon 
whatſoever, he had with great difficulty obtained 
permiſſion to ſee her ; and he confeſſed to me, that in 
order to deceive her, after many fruitleſs trials, he 
got admiſſion to her under the name of one of my 
domeſtics; that ſhe had pardoned him this ſtrata- 


gem, and having only requeſted the liberty of ſeeing 


her under the ſame name, ſhe permitted him to come 
twice a day to receive her orders ; that having ſeen 
her that day before noon, ſhe informed him, that 
ſhe was quite out of expectation to ſee me: that 
ſhe had herſelf ordered him to go to the poſt- office to 
inquire for letters from me, that if I was ignorant of 
the ſituation to which fhe was reduced, I ſhould be 
under a great ſurpriſe to find her ſuch as I was going 
to ſee; and as to himſelf, who knew what a high 
veneration his maſter had for her, if he came to be 
informed of her condition, he would for ever grieve 
at an adventure of which he could not comprehend 


the meaning. This honeſt man diſcovered real marks 


of a tender compaſſion, by ſhedding ſome tears. I 
embraced him with thanks, and without thinking of 
my lord Linch's lacquey, I entered into the houſe 
where Roſe lodged, of which he had before ſhewn me 
the door, 

If my heart was toſſed with ſome paſſions, they 
proceeded leſs from grief and fear than from the 
dawnings of a ſecret joy, which nevertheleſs _ 

moge- 
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moderated by ſome remains of doubt, that could 
not yet be explained. I would already have wagered 
all my blood, that my dear Roſe was not guilty of 
any thing ; but my wiſhes for her innocence were too 
ardent not to be accompanied with fome little diſ- 
truſt, I went in with theſe reflections, which gave 
me perhaps a troubled air, and my figure of itſelf 
was capable of raifing ſome ſurpriſe. The hoſt, of 
whom I demanded if I might ſee madam de ———, 


anſwered me roughly, that ſhe ſaw no body; and hear- 


ing me reply that I muſt abſolutely ſee her, he raiſed 
his voice, and adviſed me to be gone out of the 
door inſtantly, If I had not a mind to be turned out 
by the ſhoulders. His brutality did not at all diſpleaſe 
me. He was a rude clowniſh fellow, who having 
all his life followed? ſome mechanic trade, had 
now retired to a little houſe of his own, to enjoy 1n it 
a very middling fortune. The noiſe he made was 

heard by de Peſſes's valet, who out of reſpect re- 
mained on the outſide of the door. Being known, 
he readily advanced, and calling me by the name of 
his maſter, to ſupport the title he had hitherto borne, 
he delivered me from a perplexity, which I preſently 
ſaw I ſhould not have ſoon got out of without him. 
This explanation of the ſervant made the hoſt ſo 
tractable, that aſking me whether I was the dean of 
Coleraine, and afterwards overwhelming me with ci- 
vilities, he gave me occaſion to dive into the bottom 
of the motives that made him at firſt ſo crabbed. 
I aſked him ſeveral queſtions, which he had no oc» 
caſion to be preſſed to anſwer. My filter's chamber- 
maid (ſaid he) was her friend; ſhe came to enquire for 
a lodging for her miſtreſs, under pretence that the had 
a mind to paſs ſome time in retirement, and they had 
not many words about the terms. This miſerable 
wretch did not tell me, that, independent of other 
advantages which he found in having them for lodgers, 
the ſole profit he drew from their labour amounted 
to ten times more than their expences. During the 
firſt days of their retirement, continued he heavily, 
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many perſons came here, who imagined they had 
need of no more than to tel] their names to gain an 
entrance to madam ; but when I obſerved, 
that ſhe would not be, ſeen, and that ſhe diſdained to 
receive either their money or their letters, I abſolute- 
ly guarded her door again! all unknown comers. This 
man, added he, pointing to Mr de Peſſes's valet, who 
came here from you, and whom ſhe herſelf admitted, 
can bear me witneſs, if ke ever has ſeen any one a- 
bout her chamber. Even Mr what-do-you-call-him 
your friend, whoſe name I do not yet know, has 
not hitherto found the way to her chamber, nor has 
he yet aſked me for admittance, although he has a 
better right to it than others. What frind ? in- 
terrupted I ; of whom do you ſpeak ? I firſt thought 
he meant George, to whom that liberty might have 
been given. But his anſwer out of hand raiſed in 
me other ſuſpicions. It is the man, ſaid he, who 
came here about three weeks ago, and who for- 
ced me to take a man cook by your orders. He 
charged me not to let madam know any thing 
of the matter till your arrival; and, to hinder her 
from ſuſpecting it, he ordered her to be entertained 
rather with neatneſs and nicety than with magnifi- 
cence. She had forbidden me, added he, from re- 
ceiving other diſhes of meat that were ſent here every 
day from ſome perſon unknown; but I thought that 
ſome time or other ſhe would not be diſpleaſed to 
have received preſents from her friends, and that rea- 
ſon, made me accept of a very decent ſet of linnen, 
and other conveniences for the uſe of her table and 
bed. But, added he, you ought to know the name 
of the man of whom I am ſpeaking, ſince it was not 
done but in purſuance of your orders. | 

I did not think proper to open myſelf to a man of 
his temper, and deſiring only to have the cook called, 
I aſked him the name of the maſter who employed 
him. I do not indeed know, ſays he; he found me 
at a cook's who keeps on ordinary, where I was in 


ſervice, and having brought me here, he has not 
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failed theſe three days paſt to furniſh me with money 
ſufficient for the charges. Very well, anſwered J, 
in an ambiguous tone, the ſecret is well kept. He 
took theſe words for a mark of a good underſtanding 
with him, and of my approbation. I left him; and 
being ſhewed the way to the chamber by Mr de Peſles's 
valet, I went directly to Roſe's door. 

The noiſe of a bolt, that opened the door, made 
me obſerve that ſhe was ſufficiently upon her guard, 
It was about the hour when the chambermaid uſed 
to admit Mr de Peſſes's valet. She was ſurpriſed to 
ſee an eccicfinftic extremely miſhapen and deformed, 
of whom ihe had no knowledge; but having heard 
her miſtreſs perpetually ſpeaking of me, ſhe did not 
doubt but I was her brother; and returning to her, 
without thinking to aſk me to come in, or to make 
me an anſwer, I heard her ſay to her miſtreſs in a 
tranſport of joy: Ah! madam, this can be no- body 
clle but Mr D::n, I followed a-croſs an anti- cham- 
ber, ſo narrow that it did not deſerve that name. The 
chamber, which I ſarveyed alſo with one caſt of my 
eye, rather reſembled a priſon than the apartment 
of a lady of Roſe's rank, and did appear not otherwiſe 
neat than by the care of thoſe who lived in it. But 
all my looks immediately centered on my dear ſiſter, 
whom the news of ſo unexpected an arrival had 
made her drop the work out of her hands. Motionleſs 
with joy and ſurpriſe, ſhe had not the power to riſe 
from her chair. She looked on me with a languiſh- 
ing eye, from whence I immediately ſaw burſt a 
torrent of tears. For my part I thought leſs of 
ſpeaking to her, than of conſidering the humble ſtate 
to which I ſaw her reduced. She was clothed in 
woollen ſtuff; her hair, the moſt beautiful in the 
world, was neither powdered nor curled; a white 
cloath apron covered all the fore part of her body, 
and put her in the ſame appearance as the ſervant 
who was about her, and dreſſed in the like manner. 
If the hatred of the world, and the contempt of 
vain ornaments, had induced her to this abaſement, I 
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ſhould have caſt myſelf at her feet, to do her all the 
honours due to an evangelical perfection. About her 
I ſaw the materials of her labour, linnen cloth, 
thread, needles, ſome pieces of work begun, and 
others finiſhed ; in fine, all the implements of a wo- 
man that gets her living by her labour. I could no 
longer reſiſt this ſight. 

Oh ! my dear Roſe! Oh! my well-beloved ſiſter ! 
cried J, without huſbanding my expreſſions before her 
chamber-maid, what do I not owe to heaven for 
granting me ſo much favour as to ſind you in the 
exerciſe of honour and virtue! I am not ignorant of 
your troubles ; I have received your letter, and you 
ſee with what eagerneſs I have brought you all the 
aids of my love. Do not bluſh at all at your fitua- 
tion, added I, (ſeeing her continue in tears) adverſity 
does not make merit loſe its name ; it ſerves only as 
a foil to virtue: If you are ſuch as theſe outſides 
pronounce you! theſe are more honourable than ex- 
terior pride, which may deck out vice, but cannot 
embelliſh it, 

She at length opened her mouth, to thank me for 
the generoſity and diligence of my cares. In wiping 
away her tears, I obſerved ſhe kept her eyes down ; 
whether it were that ſhe had not yet obtained a ſuf- 
ficient degree of confidence from the teſtimony of 
her heart, or whether the impreſſion of the condition 
in which I found her was yet too powerful, I thought 
I diſcovered in her countenance ſomething of melan- 
choly and perplexity. This was not the time to pe- 
netrate further into it by indiſcreet queſtions. I pro- 
poſed to her to quit her lodgings immediately, and 
to ſuffer me to re- conduct her to the convent. She 
rejected this offer, and I was ſatisfied with her rea- 
ſons. After the harſhneſs with which the abbeſs 
had treated her, I could not defire her to return to 
ſuch an odious place, which ſhe had been obliged to 
leave in ſo much haſte, that ſhe was under a neceſ- 
ſity of ſelling her cloaths to ſatisfy the avarice of 
the houſe, which was the ruling paſſion in it. Ne- 
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vertheleſs, her refuſal threw me into ſome perplexity. 
Not having time to take other meaſures, I was 
obliged to ſend Mr de Peſſes's valet to the convent 
of —, with an order to gain admiſſion into it the 
ſame day at any rate. 

She was ſo amazed at my haſte, that lifting up 
her eyes with aſtoniſhment, ſhe aſked me why I did 
not put off till to-morrow a matter that could be 
more eaſily executed with a little d !.y After this 
manner ſhe forced me to diſcover to he. ne part of 
the thing which I had reſerved fra nn ted 
converſation : You know, fail |, ory ualf the dan- 
ger you are in. The relation you made me in your 
letter does not come up to half what I have vif- 
covered by other means. Fancy to yourſelf, that 


your ruin is conſpired on every fide, and that for 


many weeks paſt not a ſingle motion has been made 
about you that did not threaten it/ Themncighbour- 
ing houſes are filled with people w | 
your lodping 1s not more ſecure. 
you have in it a man-cook placed a ftranger ; 
that all that is provided for your table comes from 
the generoſity of ſome unknown lover; that the 
linnen and all the conveniences of which you have 
the uſe, are furniſhed you beſides by myſterious 
ways that I have not been yet able to penetrate ? I 
looked on her in ſpeaking this, to obſerve in her 
eyes the impreſſion which theſe laſt circumſtances 
might make in them. Not obſerving in them any 
kind of trouble that might help to confirm my dif- 
truſt, ariſe, ſaid I (with the ſole deſign of haſtening 
her departure) come and be convinced by your own 
experience, that your very chamber, which you 
think ſo well fortified with bolts, is far from being 
an impenetrable ſanctuary, and that you are environed 
by enemies who are not ſeparated from you but by 
the ordinary thickneſs of a wall. I then Jed her by 
the hand to the wall, which was the partition be- 
twixt her chamber and the next houſe ; and thruſting 
with the end of my cane in ſeveral places, to diſco» 
: ver 


ver tl 
guiſhe 
the tl 
of ine 
give 1 
down, 
painte 


The Dean of COLERAINE, 239 


ver that which my lord Linch ſpoke of, I diſtin- 
guiſhed plainly the gap, and that there ſcarce remained 
the thickneſs of two fingers to pierce. An impulſe 
of indignation, that I could not contain, made me 
give it a kick with my foot ſtrong enough to beat it 
down. The hangings, that were nothing but a ſlight 
painted linnen, having made no reſiſtance, any more 
than a table placed on the other fide to conceal the 
havock made by Linch, we were not leſs ſurpriſed to 
find ourſelves on a level with the floor of his apart- 
ment, than to ſee Linch himſelf in an elbow chair, 
from whence he eaſily perceived us. 

He inſtantly ran towards us with a ſhout of ad- 
miration and joy. His motion and cry threw my 
ſiſter into ſuch a fright, that I ſaw her ready to fall 
down in a ſwoon. Linch, thinking himſelf authoriſed 
to paſs through the breach to offer his aſſiſtance to 
my ſiſter, and ſeeing her come to herſelf, threw 
himſelf at her knees with the ſenſeleſs tranſports of 
a lover. He thanked fortune, and complained of it 
in the ſame breath. He accuſed Roſe, he accuſed 
himſelf; he juſtified himſelf, and her alſo. He over- 
whelmed her with flatteries, complaints, reproaches, 
proteſtations, and oaths of an inviolable love for 
ever: In fine, for a quarter of an hour, in which he 
did not ſtop one moment, he ſaid a thouſand things 
which I had no ſmall difficulty to underſtand, which 
perhaps he did not underſtand himſelf, and which 
aſſuredly Roſe gave no ear to. I took the opportu- 
nity of interrupting him, to repreſent more forcibly 
than I had done in Dublin, the temerity and inde- 
cency of his enterpriſe ; but not having yet any rea- 
ſon to take from him all hopes, I immediately turned 
towards my filter, to whom at the ſame time I re- 
preſented this madneſs itſelf as the teſtimony of a 
lively. paſſion, My lord loves you tenderly, ſays 
I ; he has united to his birth a great ſhare of merit 
and riches ; what ſhould hinder you from accepting 
of his offers? This diſcourſe was fincere ; but Roſe, 
being delivered up to her ſorrow, which had another 
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ſource, releaſed herſelf from our importunities by 
a ſhort anſwer. What circumſtances of time are 
theſe, ſays ſhe, for propoſals that require a tranquil- 
lity of heart and mind ? Mr de Peſſes's valet, who 
came in that moment to give me an account of his 
commiſſion, compleated her relief. He” whiſpered 
in my ear, that the convent would be open as ſoon 
as ſhe appeared there. I could not conceal this reſo- 
lution from my lord Linch. He was leſs daſhed 
with my cenſures, than rejoiced and conſoled by the 
open approbation I had given to his love, and even 
by the anſwer of Roſe, which he did not fail to inter- 
pret in his own favour. In this diſpoſition I expeQed 
nothing from him but his help and zeal to procure my 
ſiſter a more honourable retreat. I requeſted his 
coach, and propoſed to him to join with me in con- 
ducting Roſe to the convent. We left de Peſſes's va- 
let to take care of ſuch things as ſhe did not remove 
with her, and making her put on a more decent dreſs, 
we conducted her ſtraight to the convent. 

I was relieved only trom one part of my inquietude ; 
but that indeed was the maſt urgent. Far from ſhew- 
ing either diſcontent or diffidence, Lynch appeared to 
be charmed with what fortune and my pains had done 
for him that happy day. He did not ceaſe admiring 
the fortitude my ſiſter had need of, to maintain ſo glo- 
rious a proof of her virtue ; and in repreſenting with- 
out intermiſſion the condition from whence we had 
taken her, he proteſted to me that he had found more 
charms in her amiable and careleſs undreſs, than in 
all the ſinery and ornaments that go along with for- 
tune. He afked my leave to carry her the next day 
all his mother's jewels, and to ſee her ſometimes at the 
grate, I did not refuſe him this requeſt but con- 
juring him, evea by the longings I had to be of ſer- 
vice to him, to Jeave to me the conduct of his hopes 
and mine, I obtained from him in my turn, that he 
ſhould regulate his impatient defires by my counſels. 
Our abode being in the ſame houſe, we ſhall now be 
at eaſe, ſaid 1 to him, to communicate to each other 
our notions and reſolutions, 
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In truth, my only view in loding with him was to 
penetrate more eaſily into his deſigns. I apprebended 
the worſt from a mind ſo enterpriſing; and if Roſe 
ſhould one day become his, I was reſolved it ſhould 
at leaſt be by ſuch means as ſhould make her find as 
much honour as advantage in the alliance. He de- 
layed me from going to ſee George, and to know of 
himſelf kow he could conſent to the project of runnin 
away with his ſiſter. I could not impeach Linch of 
having impoſed on me in his relation; neither could 
I ſuſpe& George for having lightly conſented to ſa- 
crifice the honour and repoſe of his ſiſter. Theſe 
doubts could not be cleared up but at the Baſtile. I 
haſtened to go there before the cloſe of the day, and 
promiſing Linch to be with him at ſupper, I left him 
under ſome other pretence. - 

George did not expect my viſit. I knew him too 
well not to perceive that it gave him a piercing emo- 
tion; nevertheleſs, by a falſe affectation of reſolution 
and firmneſs, which I did not pretend to take notice 
of, he received me with an air the moſt free and diſ- 
engaged in the world; and when I began to ſpeak, by 
lamenting him, and declaring the ſhare I took in his 
misfortunes, he anſwered with a ſmile, that he could 
not give that name to the conſequences of an affair 
of honour, which had turned out ſo gloriouſly for his 
brother and him. My buſineſs was not to combat 
theſe miſerable prepoſſeſſions. I agree, ſaid I, that 
an accident from which you could not defend your- 
ſelves, ought to appear excuſable in the eyes of the 
public; but it is no leſs true, that it has been the 
occaſion of ſhutting you up in the Baſtile, and that it 
will be a long time an invincible obſtacle to your for- 
tune. I do not ſpeak a word of Patrick, who has juſt 
eſpouſed the only daughter of Fincer. He in- 
terrupted me with ſurpriſe to demand an explanation 
of this piece of news. I gave it to him in a few 
words. Yes, replied I, the favour of heaven has 
procured him in the ſpace of ſome months an eſta- 
bliſhment that leaves him nothing to deſire. But = 
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ſhall we do with your ſiſter, whoſe lot you may well 
imagine is not very happy? 1 proceeded no farther ; and 
being well ſatisfied that he had given me time to draw 
him a picture in miniature of the ſituation of our fa- 
mily, I thought, that in giving him liberty to ſpeak, 
he would of himſelf come to the point of declaring his 
true ſentiments. I waited then his anſwer in ſilence, 
whilſt he appeared to diſcharge himſelf froma thouſand 
melancholy reflections, of which all his efforts to diſ- 
guiſe them from me did not hinder me in the leaſt 
from reading a part of them in his countenance. 

At length, caſting his eyes upon me, I congratulate 
Patrick, (ſaid he, in a couſtrained voice) for havin 
pleaſed the daughter of Fincer, and I believe his for- 
tune is better eſtabliſhed with her than if he had been 
ſucceſsful in his firſt purſuits. As to Roſe, continued 
he, I do not know whether you have ſeen my lord 
Linch, and if he has ſpoke to you of the inclination 
he has for her. In putting me to this queſtion, I ob- 
ſerved that he endeavoured to diſcover my thoughts 
in my eyes. I have ſeen him, ſaid I careleſsly, and 
added nothing that could give him any light. He 
perceived plainly from himſelf, that half of my know- 
ledge was concealed at the bottom of my heart, If 
you have ſeen him, replied he in a more ſettled tone, 
he has communicated to you his deſign; and ſince you 
make a difficulty of telling me of it, I conclude that 
you do not approve of it. He has diſcovered it to me, 
continued he, and I ſhould bave rejected it with indig- 
nation, if two motives of equal weight had not ob- 
liged me to give my conſent. Linch did not come to 
propoſe it to me, until after J had been anvertiſed by an 
unknown perſon of the deplorable extremity to which 
my ſiſter was reduced, and of her rejecting all aſſiſt- 
ances that were offered her. I confeſs, that being 
myſelf out of a condition to aid her, ignorant even of 
the place of her retirement, knowing Patrick to be 


in Ireland, and doubting that from an income ſo mo- 


derate as yours, ſufficient could never be drawn to re- 
pair our loſſes, I thought all forts of means mo 
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kor ſaving the unfortunate Roſe and the honour of our 
family. Yet Linch ought to have told you under 
what conditions I came into his meaſures. I inſiſted 
that he ſhould obtain vour's and Patrick's conſent. I 
exacted from him, that he ſhould undertake a voyage 
to Ireland to requeſt it. I refuſed to unfold myſelf 
clearly in a billet which he got from me. In one 
word, I played the tyrant ; andthe conſent itſelf, that 
I gave him out of neceſſi y, has colt me ſome tears, 
But this motive, that alone is ſufficient to clear me in 
the eyes of men of honour, was extremely fortified 
by the reflections I made on a biliet that chance here 
threw into my hands. I found it in a book that Pa- 
trick ſent me to diſſipate the griefs of a tedious im- 


priſunment. It was a note from de Peſſes, who gare 


him fervent thanks for the price with which he pro- 
miſled to reward his ſervices, who engaged that with 
this ſpur, added to that of friendſuip, he was capable 
to undertake any thing. The nature of the ſervice 
and of the recompence was ſo clearly expreſſed in the 
letter, that I could not be decerved in it. Your de- 
parture and my captivity ſeemed to give Patrick an 
abſolute empire over Roſe. I had no doubt but his 
deſign was to make it ſubſervient to his own happi- 
neſs, and in the diſorder of our affairs I poſſibly 
might not have condemned an agreement which 
ſeemed to promiſe the eſtabliſhment of thoſe two. I 
mentioned it to Patrick, without confeſſing to him 
how I came to be informed of his project; and I made 
no other objection to it than the repugnance of Roſe, 
which appeared to me to be difficult to overcome; but 
if her ill fortune ſhould condema her to do any vio- 
lence to her inclinations, J had then no ſcruple in 
wiſhing that it might be in favour of my lord Linch. 
Suppoſing an equality in other reſpects, his birth and 
riches would give him ſo great an advantage over his 
rival, that my ſiſter could not fail of ſeeing the dif. 
ference, and in ſpite of all her coldneſs, which Linck 
himſelf has confeſſed to me, this at leaſt would be 
one reaſon for conſoling her under the neceſſitv of 
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being his. And do you reckon for nothing, added 
George, the obligation I laboured under of making a 
prudent uſe of Linch ? Could not he in ſpite of my 
reſiſtance execute what he was willing ſhould depend 
on my conſent? I confeſs his generotity was another 
motive that touched me. A man capable of ſurmount- 
ing his deſires on the eve of an enterprize, that gave 
him aſſurance of the poſſeſſion of what he loved, ap- 
peared to me worthy of my fiſter, and to be a perſon 
who would one day or other make her happy. The 
diſguſts that ariſe from caprice or conſtitution will 
ſooner or later give way to reaſon ; and the heart of 
Roſe not being prepoſſcſſed by any other inclination, I 
did not doubt but after ſhe had married Linch ſhe 
would ſoon find a pleaſure in her duty. | 
The pains George took in jullifying himſelf gave 
me at leaſt to underſtand that he yet made ſome ac- 
count of my eſteem. I found a probability in his 
excuſes, and not willing to mix any thing with them 
that might embroil ſuch favourable beginnings, I con- 
tinued to diſcourſe of the ſervices I was teſolved to 
render to Lin:h, and of the fituation of his own af- 
fairs. He could not at all fee eny other method for 
procuring his liberty than by thoſe ways which Pa- 
trick had given me an account of in Dublin. This 
was to flatter a hope vEry uncertain and far removed; 
but his friends not ceaſing to employ their intereſts 
for him, at leaſt did not look upon him as a man ia- 
tirely abandoned. The duke of » Whether 
from an affection to his perſon and name, or from an 
impuiſe of paſſion, which he always preſerved for 
Roſe, had never ſlackened his zeal. . King James him- 
telf had made very warm ſolicitations in his favour 
to the court, who had ſo fully explained themſcives as 
to make one underſtand that it would not be for ever 
inflexible. | | 
"I retired more ſatisfied with my viſit than I durſt 
hope for, and upon the whole exceedingly pleaſed to 
have avoided in our firſt interview all diſcyſiuns that 
might revive our late conteſts. I had other pro- 
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jects upon George; but all my preſent zeal having re- 


lation to my ſiſter, 1 was in haite to ſee her, in order 
to obtain from her mouth thoſe lights which I had a 
mind to turn to her own benefit. It was too late to 
return to the convent : ſo turning over that conſide- 
ration to the morning, I thought of nothing but to 
rejoin Linch, whom I judged to be under an impa- 
tience to ſee me again. 

His impatience was indeed extreme, but I could not 
as yet imagine the cauſe; he met me with ail the 
tranſports of fury, and perhaps 1 was iudebted only 
to my profeſſion for the little reſpect he as yet ob- 
ſerved upon my arrival. His eyes ſparkled, and 
amidſt the confuſion of a thouſand reproaches, with 


which he loaded me all in a breath, he could not find 


terms to expreſs himſelf in. | pitied his trouble, 
and not having yet any miſtruſt of the ſhare I had in 
it, I approached, and inquired what it was that diſ- 
quieted him. He puthed me from him roughly. 
Traitor! ſaid he, 64 habit protects you from my 
reſentmeat; but 1 ſhall have the ſatisfaction of pub- 
liſhing to the world your baſcneſs and perfidy. The 
ſurpriſe into which this outrage threw me would at 
once have made him open his eyes upon his injuſtice, 
if he had been capable of one moments reflection; 
but continuing to treat me with the utmoſt paſſion, it 
was a long time, and after a great many intcrrupted 
and broken words, *cre I came to uiderſtand him. 
In returning from Roſe's convent he had been inform- 
ed by the lacquey whom he had charged to wait on 
me, and before whom I had talked without any pre- 
caution with de Peſſes's valet, that I had ſhewed greater 
complaiſance and ation for de Peſſes than 
for him. The tender and familiar manner in which LI 
had inquired after news of this old friend, and the 
gratitude I ſhewed for his zeal, paſſed in Linch's 
maind for a preference given to Xi rival, He knew 


nothing of de Peſſes but his name; but, during the 


former acquaintance he had with George, he was not 


ignorant of our firſt project for the eſtabliſument of 
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my ſiſter. He knew alſo that de Peſſes had had the 
authority of my conſent ; and, joining all thoſe ideas 
to the relation of his lacquey and the teſtimony of 
his own eyes, he was perſuaded that my intention 
was to deceive him. He explained all the reſt of my 
conduct according to this prepoſſeſſion. The civilities 
I paid him in Dublin, the hopes I had given him on 
our journey, even the heat with which I had eſpouſed 
his interelt at Paris, paſſed with him for ſo many ar- 
tifices by which I endeavoured to traverſe his deſigns, 
and to watch a ſafe opportunity of putting Roſe out 
of his reach. In a temper as impetuous as his, jea- 
louſy and ſhame were converted into rage. He ſpoke 
of nothing but revenge, and de Peſſes was to be his 
rſt victim. 

Nevertheleſs, the good humour with which I la- 
boured to appeaſe him, and the oaths that accompa- 
nied my proteſtations of integrity, began to make ſome 
impreſſion on him; but having propuſed to me to en- 


gage my word that de Peſſes ſhould be abſolutely ſa- 


crificed to him, my anſwer rekindled all his fury. It 
would be injuſtice, ſaid I, to diſpoſe of Roſe's heart 
' without giving her ſome knowledge of this treaty: 
What I promiſe you without reftrictien, added J, is 
to approve her choice in caſe ſhe declares for you, and 
to continue, as I have to this preſent time, to ſerve 
you with fidelity. He thought he ſaw, in the turn 
of theſe words, a new diſſimulation, which revived 
all his tranſports. It was in this violent paſſion that 
being no longer maſter of his own ſecret, he declared 
to me with a contemptuous air, that he would one 
day or gther make me repent my having betrayed 
mim, and that the meaſures he had taken were leſs 


likely to deceive him than me. This menace made leſs, 


impreſſion on me than his obſtinacy in ſhutting him- 
ſelf up in an adjoining chamber, of which all my in- 
treaties could not prevail upon him to open the door. 
I continued ſome time employing my civilities and 
prayers. At length piqued in my turn with a pro- 
ceeding ſo brutal, I choſe to retire. 1 
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His threats, that did not at firſt more aſtoniſh me, 
than the other circumſtances of a ſeene ſo vexatious, 
reſtored me immediately to my wits, and ſhewed me 
things in other colours. What ſhould I underſtand 
of thoſe meaſures, upon which he built more than 
upon me? Had I not every thing to fear from a man 
ſo violent? And he who had been capable of laying a 
fcheme for running away with my fiſter, is he not 
after all equally capable of renewing his project, which 
he has never yet renounced ; unleſs he reckons to ſue- 
ceed by ſome other way ? Without doubt he did not 
deceive himſclf, when he accuſed me of having manag- 
ed his paſſions, with an intent to give myſelf time for 
conveying Roſe out of the way of his enterprizes; but 
could he think, that by making with him the voyage 
to France, I ought to put her into his hands againſt 
her will ; or, perhaps, join myſelf to him in any other 
manner to countenance bis violences ? When his jea- 
louſy had power to alarm him only from the conſide- 
ration that I imprudently ſhewed for de Peſſes, ought 
he not to be ſatisfied with my explanations, and think 
me ſincere, at leaſt when I made every thing depend 
on the choice of my filter? Is this the man of ho- 
nour, ſaid I, who would be indebted for his intereſt 
in the heart of a woman to force and violence ? Be- 
fides, what a humour ' what brutality ! what fantaſ- 
ticalneſs ! ſhal] I force a young lady of ſuch a ſweet 
diſpoſition as Roſe to accept of ſuch a haſty and paſ- 
fionate huſband ? He will run away with her: But 
what have I to fear? Cannot I defeat all his 
ſchemes yet better, by ſending her immediately to 
Ireland, where her brother is in a condition to pro- 
ect her? He ſhall ſee her no more, added I, I will 
to-morrow begin my journey with her to Coleraine. 

This reſolution, to which I imagined myſelf fixed 
in a manner not to be ſhaken, made me think, at my 
awaking, on the preparations for our departure, But 
I -was informed for the firſt news, that Linch, more 
early than I, had left the lodgings at the dawn of 
day, and that he had removed all his equipage with 
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him. Although my ſiſter's retreat did not appear te 


me to be in the leaſt expoſed to his inſults, yet J aban- 
doned all other thoughts to go immediately to it. He 
might propoſe to himſelf to ſee her before me, and to 
inſpire her with ſome ideas that might make her reſiſt 
the execution of mine. Beſides, this precipitate ſtep 
confirming all my ſuſpicions, J did not think I could 
remove too ſoon from Paris, and I would willingly 
prepare Roſe to take poſt with me the ſame day. 

It was about nine o'clock in the morning I got to 
the convent, with my mind full of the new journey 
1 was going to undertake ; for being fixed in this de- 


ſign. it imported me fo little to penetrate further into 


the affairs of Roſe, that I reſolved not to take up my 
time with them. She came to the grate, I found in 
her an air of ſatisfaction, which ſhe did not diſcover 
the evening before. Without loſing time with 
unprofitable queſtions, I ſaid to her, that having per- 
ceived ſhe had no reliſh for my lord Linch, and a 
thouſand. reaſons making me apprehend that ſhe was 
not in a ſtate of ſecurity at Paris, ſo much as to 
refuſe marrying him, I was determined to conduct her 
into Ireland, where ſhe might ſpend the moſt agreea- 
ble life with Patrick. A change in her conntenance 
made me all at once judge that this propoſal perplex- 
ed her. Nevertheleſs, not daring to oppoſe me to my 
face, ſhe took occaſion from the name of Patrick to 
reproach me with not having yet informed her of any 
of his affairs. It was true, that for the little time 
J paſſed with her the day before, and from the unex- 
peRed appearance of Linch, I did not mention any 
thing of her brother. I tolq her now in haſte, that I 
had left him under an extreme deſire to ſee her again, 
and that ſhe would find him happily married to the 
daughter of Fincer. Upon this occaſion Roſe could 
not diſſemble her thoughts. She looked on me with 
a lively emotion, married ! ſaid ſhe, do not you de- 
ceive me! I recounted to her ſome circumitances, 
which left her no further room to doubt of it ; but 


what I thought would have inſpired her with joy 


raiſed 
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raiſed in her a piercing grief, of which ſhe had not 
power to conceal the tokens. Alas! faid ſhe, ſee 
then upon what foundation we are to build the oarhs 
of men! No, added the, I could not have believed 
Patrick capable of ſuch a perfidy. 

So ſharp an indignation, excited by the concern of 
another, gave me to underitand what Roſe's deiicacy 
was for her own. I recalled to my mind he en- 
1 that Patrick had entered into with ma dam 
de L ; but an acquaintance with that lady for a 
few moments not being able to beget a friendſhip fo 
ſtrong as to raiſe the trouble in which I ſaw her, 
made me conclude, that what appeared a teſtimony _ 
of compaſſion. for the ſake of auother, was an in— 
quietude that eſcaped her for her own My curiolity 
made me forget, that I ought not to hold diſcourſe 
on any thing but our journey. Ah! ſaid I, why do 
you condemn Patrick for having ſurrende; ed himfelf 
to the offers of an amiable woman, at the inſtances 
of his friends, and even out of conſideration of the 
neceflity of our affairs, which made for him a law 
in a matter that ought to have been ſued for with the 
utmoſt application? You, who reproach him for it, 
do you know that you have contributed more than 
all mankind to the virtuous efforts he has made upon 
himſelf; and thät I ſhould not be here now with the 
aids I have brought you, if his tenderneſs for yon 
had not made him take this only ſtep for your relief? 
What ſay you? interrupted ſne with a new agitation, 
Ah! I ſee he is made unhappy. I know it. It is 
impoſſible that with a paſſion, ſuch as he felt at his 
departure, he could have power to renounce volun- 
tarily the inclinations of his heart, What cauſe have 
I to grieve! He will reproach me one day or o- 
ther with his misfortuges; and is it not me alone he 
ought to accuſe for them ? 

The heat with which ſhe expreſſed herſelf raiſed 
in me an aſtoniſhment that I had ſome difficulty to 
remove. I did not think her capable of ſuch a tran- 
ſport. All her notions intirely diſagreed with mine. 

L 4 I topped - 


$50 The Dean of COLERAINE, - 


I topped her with a ſteady and ſevere look. How 
then, ſays I, with a tone as ſevere, has the ſpirit 
of error and corruption laid hold of all my family? 
What can theſe ſenſeleſs maxims mean, that repre- 
ſent a trifling paſſion as an invincible obſtacle, and 
misfortune and woe as inſeparable from virtue? Is 
this you, Roſe, who have ſuffered yourſelf to be ſe- 
duced by ſuch horrible principles? Is this the progreſs 
you have made in the paths of religion fince you 
have been removed from under my eyes? She ap- 
peared to be more afflicted than humbled with this 
reproach. Ah! my brother, ſaid ſhe gently, can you 
never come to conceive what it coſts a tender heart to 
be reduced to the neceſſity of combating its moſt 
darling inclinations ? No, replied I haſtily ; but you 
who appear to know it, in what ſchool have you 
learned it? This queſtion ſtopped her mouth. I 
pitied her embarraſment, and not hoping that ſhe 
would behave herſelf to me as the confident of the 
ſecrets of her heart, I had taken up 'the reſolution 
I came in, not to preſs her to a diſcovery be- 
fore our departure, if chance had not thrown an 
opportunity in my way that I was not in queſt of. 
They put a letter into her hands in my preſence, 
and told her the meſſenger waited for an anſwer. 
Her bluſhes betrayed her. She ſeemed to heſitate 
what order to give the porter. Her filence did not 
end here. At length I freed her from ſo cruel a per- 
plexity, by going to the boy and telling him, that he 
ſhould wait at the parlour door. 
This was only ſtepping out of one trouble to fall 
into another, or, as they ſay, out of the frying-pan 
-into the fire. Her confuſion appearing to increaſe 
when ſhe found herſelf alone with me, I had not the 
_ cruelty to ſpin out this ſcene to any length. I aſ- 


+ ſumed a more mild air, to encourage her. I obſerve, 


ſaid I, with joy, my dear Roſe, that your heart is 
not yet become acquainted with artiſice. But would 
you be ſo diſconcerted, if you had nothing to reproach 
yourſelf with? Ah-! no, interrupted he 3 heaven, 
| 5 . who. 
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who is the witneſs of all my thoughts, knows that 
I have committed no offence. Let us take off the 
maſk, replied I: Patrick, who knew the tenderneſs 
of my affection, did not judge, that when I was 
about making this voyage to France, I ſhou!d. remain 
in ignorance of what you confided to him. I learned 
from his mouth all that paſſed before he left you. 
Has nothing happened fince that time which you are 
aſhamed to communicate to mer? This doubt, which 
I raiſed on purpoſe to quicken her, had all the effect 
I expected from it. If Patrick, replied ſhe in haſte, 
has given you a faithful account, you have heard 
nothing that might give me any cauſe of ſhame, and 
1 have taken good care ſince not to deſerve this re- 
proach. But I confeſs, added ſhe bluſhing again, that 
I could not defend myſelf from having ſome eſteem 
for a man, who appears to me worthy of ſuch ſen- 
timents. Read the letter, continued ſhe (taking it. 
aut of her pocket) that I received yeſterday Ho 
him; I will make no more difficulty of putting that 
into your hands which I juſt received, and 1 deſire 


that you yourſelf may open it; but you will not ſuſ- 


pect me of the leaſt diſſimulation, when I commiſſion 
you to begin with the firſt. To receive letters, 
muttered I in taking them, to read them, to keep 
them ſo carefully; this is already making large ſtrides. 
I immediately began with this curious piece. He 
prayed her to judge of the pain of ſo long a filence 
by the power of a paſſion that never yet had an ex- 
ample: That he had exactly obſerved all he had un- 
dertaken, not to trouble her with his letters, at a 
time when the reſolution ſhe had taken of ſeeing no 
perſon, had made him fear to injure any decorum, 
or to alarm her prudence ; but being incapable alſo 
of dropping his views for a moment, he confeſſed 
that he had not paſſed ore day without informing 
himſelf of every thing that related to her health and 


repoſe ; and that to make her retreat more ſecure 

and quiet, he had taken with her hoſt ſuch meaſures 

as appeared to have happily ſucceeded. See here, 
L 
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without doubt, interrupted I, the friend, the cook, 
and all thoſe things which I eafily perſuade myſelf 
you were utterly ignorant of. But Jet us read on, 
added I, perceiving ſhe was diſcompoſed by this re- 
mark.— Underſtanding (he ſaid) that her brother 
was come to Paris, and engaged her to return to a 
convent, he eaſily imagined that the confuſion and 
diforder of our fortune might have had a ſhare in 
this reſolution; and that from henceforward her 
brother being with her, his preſence would give a 
check to all evil interpretations, and therefore he 
prayed her to engage him to take that houſe, which 
he had out of ſeaſon propoſed to her at another time, 
when he confeſſed her prudence had made her refuſe 
the offer. He promiſed we ſhould live in great 
abundance of every thing becoming people of diſ- 
tinction, and that the hand from whence this libe— 
rality came ſhould never be diſcovered to the public. 
In fine, he requeſted two words of an anſwer, which 


, ſhould be followed the ſame moment by an execution 


of his offers. 

I cannor deny, ſaid I to Roſe, but that this is the 
procedure of a gallaat man, and of a liberal and re- 
ſpectful lover. Did you not cultivate, (continued I,) 
a further acquaintance with him ſince the departure 
of Patrick? No, ſaid ſne; without making any an- 
ſwer to his letters, I ordered him to be told many a 
time by thoſe who brought them, that I could not 
with honour ſuffer ſuch applications from a perſun 
unknown; and my only hope to diſcover thereby 
his name, was what made me open them. He preſſed 
me to conſent to his viſits : I might have had power 
thereby to have drawn the ſecret from himſelf, or 
dextrouſly from his ſervants; but the laws I had 
impoſed on myſelf have always made me forbear. 

I confeſs, an adventure ſo ſtrange cauſed me no leſs 
aſtoniſhment than inquietude; | was perplexed my- 
ſelf to give her thoſe advices which ſhe appeared to 
ſtand in need of. I thought one moment to break 
off our converſation, and roughly to make uſe of my 

| authority 


The Dean of CoLERAILINE. 252 


authority to oblige her immediately to take the road 
to Ireland. But I began to be afraid, with good rea- 
ſon, that I ſhould meet with reſiſtance from her. 
Beſides, I did not diſſemble it, that whether it were 
from an impulſe of natural tenderneſs, that made 
me wiſh her heart ſatisfied, or from the idea which 
his inclination and eſteem made me form of this un- 
known lover, I found mylelf ſo very well diſpoſed 
for him, that I had a deſite at leaſt to ſee him, and 
dive into the truth of his ſcntiments. In fine, not 
daring to amuſe myſelf without receiving new lights, 
I demanded it as a favour from my filter, to relate 
to me all the progreſs of this intrigue, from the very 
beginning. I acknowledge, ſays I, that when de- 
cency and a reaſonable regard to intereſt agree with 
the inclination of the heart, a bias of this nature 
may merit ſome indulgence ; but it is not you that 
ought to believe in this manner. We are too caflily 
blinded with our own appetites. If you know me 
to have a love and tenderneſs for my family, and 
diſcretion and zeal for your true intereſts, do not 1a 
the leaſt fear to repeat to me that which you have 
diſcovered to Patrick, and leave me to judge without 
prepoſſeſſion of thoſe things which your's may make 
you diſſemble. 

She began her hiſtory from our firſt differences, 
I found even in the leſſer details that air of fincerity, 
which artifice does not know how +9 counterfeit. 
The birth of her inclinaticn, the duration and pro- 
reſs of it, her averſion for the duke of „ her 


. 1ndifftzrence for Mr. de Peſſcs, her diſguſt for my 


lord Liach ; ſhe explained all theſe with the ſame 
candour. I ſtopped her ſometimes to queſtion her 
upon ſome obſcure and important circumſtances, 
which ſhe appeared not to have fully repreſented. She 
ſatisfied me off-hand by an ingenuous and plain 
anſwer. Happy temper! ſaid I to myſeif; what 
would be the crime of him who ſhould raviſh a heart 
ſo innocent from virtue! In fine, when ſhe came to Pa- 
trick's journey, and the ſubje& of her letter to me wh - 
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ſhe was willing to paſs over, 1 aſked her, if ſhe knew 
nothing of the conteſt of her brother with an emiſ— 
ſary of her unknown lover, and what ſhe thought of 
that adventure. You call to my memory, replied 
ſhe, one of the moſt melancholy circumſtances of 
my life. I was not informed of this accident till 
many days after the departure of my brother. The 
unknown (ſeeing you have given him this name) let 
all this interval paſs over without renewing his ordi- 
nary diligence. I cannot indeed tel] you, that I was 
inſenſible of this appearance of coldneſs or forget- 
fulneſs; but I was diſtracted with an inquietude yet 
more cruel, After the confidence I had repoſed in 
Patrick, I fancied he had concealed his reſentment 
from me with ſome precaution, and had learned: 
enough to carry him to ſome violent reſolutions, of 
which the filence of the unknown might be the 
effect. I was a long time in a ſtate of uncertainty 
and trembling under theſe notions, unti] I received: 
from him a letter, in which he gave me a plain ac- 
count of what had become of mine. The ſame rea- 
fon, ſaid he, that had not yet permitted him to open 


himſelf upon that occaſion to me, had hindered him 


from courting Patrick's acquaintance, in ſpite of the 
inclination he felt to love him. The ſame inclination 
had forced him alſo to retain his ſentiments cloſed up 
in his breaſt for ſo long a time, that he might fear in 
the end to betray them by fome indiſcretion ; that I 
need not but be perfectly ſecure in their innocence, 
added he, when he made me a free confeſſion of this 
nature, This nevertheleſs, was the cauſe that 
made me abſolutely refuſe not to give him an an- 
fwer. I had a difficulty to conceive, how he could 
neglect ſo favourable an opportunity of making my 
brother approve ' his love; and I drew but an ill 
omen from all thefe myſterious reaſons, that did not 
dare to let him place his confidence in a man of ho- 
nour. lu the mean time, added Roſe, but with a 
voice leſs reſolute, and her eyes caſt down, his con- 
ſtancy, his 'difintercſtedneſs, the continual — 
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of his oaths and complaints, my weakneſs, if you 


will have it ſo, made other ideas iuſenſibly ſpring up 
in me. | 

The extreme attention with which TI hearkened 
unto her, made me take notice of a change. in her 
countenance ; and ſeeing ſhe continued to heſitate, I 
did not doubt but ſhe was on the verge of opening 
ſome circumſtance which her confeſſion had made 
irkſome to her. Your confidence charms me, ſaid I 
to her immediately, to give her courage; continue, 
my dear Roſe, do not diſguiſe any thing. Alas! re- 
plied ſhe, ought I to confeſs it to you? And what 
will you think of my conduct, if you do me juſtice 
enough at leaſt to confide in my ſentiments ?— When 
the cruelty of the abbeſs, (which, that I may diſco- 
ver all my ſuſpicions to you, I do not attribute to 
her) as well as the ſecret practices and as miſchievous 
views of the duke of ——, had forced me to think of 
the miſerable ſanctuary in which you have found me; 
in the midſt of my troubles, and in the bitterneſs of 
my heart, I could not refuſe myſelf the conſolation 
of letting this unknown into ſome part of my de- 
ſign, of which I do not yet know what judgment you 
will make. 1 had received one of his letters, in 
which he renewed the declarations of his love in the 
moſt paſſionate terms. I took up the pen trembling, 
and following the dictates of my heart, I wrote to 
him what urgent reaſons had obliged me to a change 
of ſituation, until the return of my brother; and 
that I thought his attachments to me intitled him to. 
this intimation, to ſpare him the pains of unprofitable 
inquiries ; that being reſolved, during this interval, 
not to bear either the fight or letters of any perſon 
whatſoever, he ought to expect that I ſhould yet 


be more inflexible to him; that nevertheleſs I gave 


him leave to explain this diſtinction to his ad. 
vantage; that I did not forbid him to inform himſelf 
privately of the conduct I was going to obſerve, be- 


cauſe J ſhould be well pleaſed to preſerve his eſteem; 


that if (being ſuch as he laboured to perſuade me) he 
: would 
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would ſooner or later diſcover himſelf to my brothers, 
he ſhould then find my heart to declare for him ; 
but that after this confeſſion (to which I would freely 
add the-promiſe he demanded of me fo earneſtly, not 
to engage myſelf to any other perſon) he ought to 
build as much upon my fidelity as I had done upon 
his, and contain himſelf within thoſe limits that 
ſhould” ſerve as a rule for the duration of my ſen— 
timents.—I know not, continued ſhe with a fearful 
look, if you will not condemn this letter. I quitted 
the convent a quarter of an hour after I wrote it. He 
obſerved ſo punctually my commands, that I ſome- 
times doubted, if he continued to love me, or if he 
had diſcovered my retreat. But his letter which I 
received yeſterday the moment we parted will con- 
vince you that he is always the ſame ; and I have no 
difficulty in believing that it was he who deceived my 
holt under the name of a friend of our family. I 
am convinced it was he, added ſhe ; for all my other 
perſecutors were not capable of ſhewing ſo much diſ- 
intereſtedneſs and diſcretion. 

She would have continued to give me an account 
of what ſhe had ſuffered from the duke of , and 
her other lovers; but finding ſuch a detail uſeleſs to 
all the ideas that poſſeſſed: me, I interrupted her. The 
force of her inclination broke out ſo ſtrongly in all 
the circumftances of her ftory, that I did not remem- 
ber to repreſent to her, that a young lady ought to 
be upon her guard againſt all the foibles of her heart. 
There was no doubt remaining but that ſhe paſſionately 
loved her unknown. Nevertheleſs her letter left me 
in trouble and diſcontent, which I would fain make 
her ſenſible of. I cut her ſhort, when ſhe began to 
hug herſelf for having eſcaped my reproaches. Hold, 
hold, ſaid I penſively; if I commend your ſince- 
rity, do not imagine I approve your faults. This 
letter is a raſhneſs which I cannot pardon. Have 
you conſidered to whom you have engaged yourlelf ? 
ſhall a lady of your age promiſe her faith and her 
band at a venture ? ſhall ſhe give it alſo to the = 
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ſion of every thing that prudence and honour might 
propoſe to her by the mouths of her friends? Ab! 
what will this be if you come to diſcover, in your un- 
known, a man unworthy of you ? in one word, what 
can be the meaning of your promiſe ? Is not this to 
revolt apparently againſt all the propoſals of eftabliſh- 
ment laid down by your brothers, and one day to de- 
liver yourſelf up in ſpite of them to the forwardneſs 
of a man whoſe honeſty you are a ftranger to but 
from his own teſtimony ? But let us read this ſecond 
letter, added I with more heat, and unveil by all ſorts 
of means a myſtery that begins ſeriouſly to alarm me. I 
have received this letter (ſays I) which the moſt preſſing 
curioſity has not yet ſuffered me to open. It contains, 
like the firlt, lively proteſtations of love, with ſome 
marks of impatience for an expected anſwer : But, 
he adds, if I thould make any difficulty of confiding 
in the tenders of a man unknown, he offers me that 
I ſhould rely upon at my choice either twelve thou- 
fand franks every year to commence from this ſime 
day, or a thouſand franks payable the firſt day of 
each month, without any other conditions than to en- 
gage me not to diſpoſe of my filter till the time 
in which he promiſcs to make her moſt rich and moft 
happy. . 

This is too much indeed, cried I with a fort of 
indignation; I muſt ſuſpe&. fecrets that one muſt 
bluſh to acknowledge, and liberalities that aim at 
a mark ſo uncertain cannot flow from their ſource 
without reproach. I got off my chair in the ſame 
diſpoſition, and ordering the meſſenger, who yet at- 
tended at the door, to come in, I ſaid to him thus, 
without conſulting Roſe ; return to your maſter, and 
let him know that you found with madam de 
the dean of Coleraine, her elder brother and guar- 
dian: Since he has committed to you the ſecret of 
bis affairs, tel] him that I am a man of quality, a 
prieſt, and a gentleman: if he thinks me worthy 
of his confidence under one or other of theſe titles, 
4 am ready to hear him in any place he thinks proper 

; to 
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to appoint me ; if he refuſes, Jet him know I go to- 
morrow to Ireland with my ſiſter. I ſhall wait his 
anſwer here. 

Roſe, towards whom I immediately turned myſelf, 
ſeemed to regret, that I had not given the meſſenger 
leave to reply, and that not having herſelf opened 
her mouth, he might report to his maſter that ſhe 
appeared to have given her conſent to a commiſſion 
ſo ſevere. She nevertheleſs confeſſed to me, that ſhe 
was rejoiced at the bottom of her heart, to ſee her- 
ſelf ſo near that eclairciſſement ſhe had always coveted. 
She flattered herſelf that her lover would conſent to 
every thing rather than Joſe her; and not having 
hitherto aſcribed the myſtery of his conduct to 
any thing but ſome perplexity in his fortune, or 
to ſome family conſideration, ſhe little feared to 
dive into the bottom of thoſe obſtacles, which were 
not capable of diſheartening her. I employed an 
hour in fortifying her virtue againſt all kind 
of trials. At length the meſſenger. appeared at the 
parlour door with an hired coach, which he prayed 
me to ſtep into. He bad a new billet for Roſe. 
The circumſtances obliged me to read it. It con- 
tained the complaints of a man in perplexity, who. 
placed all his confidence, he ſaid, in the integrity 
of his heart and the goodneſs of his miſtreſs. Roſe 
grew pale for fear, and ſeeing me ready to leave 
her, ſhe conjured me with tears in her eyes to 
remember the tendernefs I always had for her. 

I gave myſelf up to the direction of the meflen- 
ger, whole appearance ſhewed him to be above the 
condition of a ſervant. He declared to me freely, 
that he had orders to couduct me to the Carthuſian 
monaſtery, and that his maſter would wait for 
me there in the cloifter. Every place was indifferent 
to me. IT carried with me the remainder of my emo- 
tion, which did not abate on the road, On our ar- 
rival at the monaſtery, my guide ſhewed me the cloi- 
ſter, where I ſhould be attended. 1 
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In reality, I found there a man alone, who ad- 
vanced towards me when he ſaw me appear. Having 
time to obſerve him as he approached near, I way 
ſtruck with his port and ſhape. By his countenance 
I could gueſs him to be about twenty-ſeven or twenty- 
eight years old. His ſtature was free and majeftic, 
his gait noble, his countenance engaging, his com- 
plexion ſanguine, and his eyes delicate and open, 
although a little dejected by ſome traces of grief. 
He was plainly dreſſed, but with a taſte and delica- 
cy that proclaimed him a perſon of diſtinction. I 
wiſhed, notwithſtanding my vexation, that this was 
Roſe's lover, and that his character was anſwerable 
to ſuch fine appearances. - 

It was he himſelf : The reſpectful air, with which 
he accoſted me, made me know him as much as his 
firſt overtures. If 1 ſpeak to the dean of Coleraine, 
ſays he, I am before my judge; and I ought to en- 
deavour to make him favourable. I anſwered him in 
a modeſt voice, that probity and honour being my 
rules, we could not be far oppoſite ia ſentiments, if 
he had thoſe two virtues in his heart as I ſaw them 
painted in all his form. Alas! replied he, have you 
not already found me feeble on that fide ? but I ſhall 
aſſure myſelf to find in you as much goodneſs as 1 
promiſe you integrity. Nevertheleſs, continued he, 
ſtepping forward to lead the way, yon ought not to 
expect an entrance into long proteſtations of fidelity, 
when you receive ſo clear a teſtimony of it in the 
ſubmiſſion which I here ſhew to your pleaſure. You 
have triumphed over a reſolution in which I have 
been confirmed for near a year paſt. What have you 
not obtained by all the powerful menaces that you have 
employed? Hear me without interruption, and I re- - 
quire but as much indulgence from you as you ſhall 
find in me ſincerity. 

My name is the count of 8 + TI have twenty 
thouſand crowns a year in eſtate, am of ſome re- 
483 in the world, and my youth" ſuch as you 
ce, I was not born to ſo much wealth, being the 
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third ſon of a houſe more noble than opulent. For- 
tune left me no other choice to take than arms, 
which I have followed from my early youth. A 
lucky winter placed me in the eftcem of an old wi- 
dow, to whom her huſband (who had enriched him- 
ſelf by buſineſs) had left all his wealth. She demand- 
ed my heart at the ſame price. The inftances of 
my family made me get the better of my repug- 
nance. I married her; and the ſame contract by which 
J ſacrificed to her my faireſt years made me maſter of 
all the wealth fhe poſſeſſed. But I have drawn little 
ſatis faction from my riches. I ftand in need of that 
ſort of happineſs which the mutual affection of hearts 
only yields. I imagine, that to arrive at that I muſt 
ſooner or later have a young amiable woman, 
with whom I may have felicity in my turn at 
the price, if it muſt be ſo, of all the fortune which 
I am indebted for to love. I have ſeen your charm- 
ing ſiſter; ſhe has inſpired me with all the tender 
ſentiments that are neceſſary to the delight of my 
life. I have endeavoured: to let her know them and 
to merit her'ss I have endeavoured to move her 
by all the methods of ſincerity and honour. I have 
laboured to affect her by«my complaints, to per- 
ſuade her by my oaths, I have offered all my wealth 
to her, to her family. I have actually preſſed her to 
accept at leaſt of a ſmall ſhare of it for her uſe and 
yours; I am all her's, yours, and all thoſe that 
belong to you. I beg you may think me ſincere, that 
you may place a confidence in my hovour and love, 
that the beautiful Roſe may accept of my heart, 
and pledpe to me her's. Is this a violation of rights, 
or a paſling of bounds ? Nevertheleſs, ſhe has rejected 
all my offers, ſhe will hearken to nothing, ſhe will 
promiſe nothing, ſhe places all on the authority 
of her brothers, and ſhe has always infilted that my 
entiments and views be declared to them. I con- 
feſs that this condition has cauſcd me ſome per- 
plexities; but you know them now. Judge between 
us, my dear dean, added he, preſſiug my hands ten- 
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derly, and decide with goodneſs all the happineſs 
of my life. 

T looked on him with aſtoniſhment ; and not ſeein 
any thing in his relation but what the natural ſenſe 
of the words ſecmed to import, I was agreeably ſur- 
priſed to find the hiſtory of this lover ſo ſhort, and 
the bottom of his ſufferings ſo light. See, ſaid I to 
myleif, a lover perfectly modeſt, and perfectly fear- 
ful; for with his birth, his age, his form, and an 
eſtate ſo conſiderable, how could he fear to diſcover 
his mind to Patrick, to me, to all thoſe who wiſh 
the happineſs and eftabliſhment of Roſe? He is not 
even iznorant that he is beloved ; and ought not this 
conſideration alone to arm him with more aſſu— 
rance ? In tine, not finding any thing in this whole 
adventure but a ſubje& for joy, and reaſons for 
eſteeming two lovers ſo reſerved, I did not at all 
ſcruple to make him an anſwer conformable to my 
notions, I admire your reſervedneſs, ſaid I, and 
felicitate my ſiſter for having inſpired you with a 
love ſo tender. She has no fortune; but you will 
not be deceived in believing her to be of birth and 
merit. I conceive that a lover rich and generous 
may find a pleaſure of making the fortune of what 
he loves. We ſhall know one another better, added 
I, when from henceforth we ſhall ſee one another 
with more freedom: Apprehend no further obſtacle, 
and count upou it, that an inclination ſo honourable 
for my ſiſter will be approved by all the family. 

He kiſſed my hand in a tranſport of joy; and 
mine was very near equal to his. What hinders me, 
added I, from going this moment and preſenting 
you mylelf to my. lifter? Yes, ſays he eagerly, but 
I muft caution you, that nobody be informed of my 
name ; the ſecret may remain bctween us, and I am 
reſponfible for the guide who conducted you here ; 
You have taken him for a domeſtic ; but he is my 
beſt friend, is intruſted with the myitery, and has 
put himſelf into this diſguiſe to ſerve me. This ſe- 
cret, which he yet ſeemed deſirous ſhould be kept ſo, 
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appeared to me to be a very uſeleſs piece of cautios. 
As I explained to him my thoughts, O Heavens! 
interrupted he me in confuſion, you have not at all 
underſtood me ! How ſo ? ſaid I, with the ſame marks 
of aſtoniſhment. Alas! replied he, have 1 not al- 
ready told you, that I am married, and that my wife 
is not yet dead. 

We were both put to a ſtand. So unexpected a diſ- 
eovery made me hang down my head to conceal my 
ſurpriſe and ſhame. Aſſuredly, anſwered I, you did 
not give me to underſtand that your wife was ftill 
living. This is indeed an openneſs of fincerity that 
I did not at all look for; and which I would not have 
urged you to have had for me, if I had miſtruſted the 
matter in the leaſt : Nevertheleſs, I commend it, and 
ſhall be faithful in obferving that diſcretion I promiſed 
you. I now conceive, continued I, lifting up my 
eyes to obſerve his countenance, from whence pro- 
ceeded the difficulty you had in diſcovering yourſelf 
to my brother ; but I can by no meats unravel what 
your views are in the truft you have repoſed in me. 
Can you think me capable of favouring ? Do not 
conclude any ſuch thing, interrupted he me in tranſ- 
port; do not add to my grief for fo ſoon loſiag all 
my hopes, the ſuſpicion of my intending any in- 
famy. Heaven, whom I do not fear to call as a wit- 
neſs to the truth, ſees the bottom of my heart, and 
knows that in this whole affair I have nothing to re- 
proach myſelf with. But why have you interrupted 
me? added he in an obliging tone: You promiſed 
to give me your attention; but I find you are tired: 
I will only enter upon thoſe explanatious, for 
the ſake of which you are come to this place: 
Do not condemn me, at leaſt without having heard 
me. 
I compoſed myſelf enough to give him all the at- 
tention he demanded. It is then true, fays he, as I 
have confeſſed to you, that I am bound in very diſ- 
aſtrous chains; bur I ſhall not bear them to my grave. 
In lamenting the rigour of my fate, I cannot repine 
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at heaven for it, who makes it ſerve to inſure me of 
one more happy. Madam de 5 is in a languiſhing 
condition: her age and her diſtempers do not pro- 
miſe her a life of ſix months. I have thought her 
gone twenty times by accidents that are renewed 
every day. Her death will leave me free; and 
what uſe do you think I ſhall make of my liberty ? 
I will ge and ſacrifice it a-new at the feet of your 
lovely filter, but with a certainty of finding my hap- 
pineſs in living for her alone; I will make her abſo- 
lute miſtreſs of my fortune and of all my affections; 
ſhe ſhall be my idol. You, your family, and all 
that belongs to you ſhall with me poſſeſs the place of 
thoſe things that I hold moſt dear. Ah! what a 
happy recumpence ſhall I receive for the conſtraint 
I have lived in to this hour! In expecting the day 
marked out by heaven, (added he more calmly, as if 
he had juſt recovered from a kind of raving) what 
laws, what maxims of honour or religion, can 
condemm the cares I would fain take for you and for 
your filter ? What can hinder me from treating you 
as a brother, and her as a perſon the moſt beloved and 
honoured, to whom I for ever deſtine an abſolute em- 
pire over all that belongs to me? Shall I not have the 
permiſſion of employing a ſuperfluous ſhare of my 
riches in inſuring a life of quietneſs and tranquil- 
lity to one from whom I wait for all my repoſe? I 
will not in the leaſt publiſh my ſervices, I will build 
nothing on my good offices or cares; I expect net- 
ther thanks nor condeſcenſions: It is myſelf only J 
ſeek to pleaſe, in offering what 1 ſhould be tov happy 
to find accepted I will renounce, if you pleaſe, even 
the pleaſure of ſeeing her. She knows well herſelf, 
that this is a condition | have always ſubmitted to: 
I ſhall wait the change of my fate to preſent to her 
all at once my heart, my eftate, my perſon, and 
the name of my wife. He caſt his eyes on me al- 
moſt at every word, to diſcover what impreſſion his 
diſcourſe made on me; and thinking himſelf encou- 
raged by a ſmile, (which his carneſtneſs, joined tv 1 
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mclination I really had for him, drew from me with- 
out any deſign) I muſt, continued he with a more 
gay and enlivened air, inform you to what pitch I 
am capable of carrying my diſcretion. 

A letter of importance, in which the ſecret of my 
paffion was contained, was one day torne with vio- 
— out of the hands of a lacquey I employed in 
my buſineſs. I miſtruſted my misfortune, ſeeing the 
boy returned very penſive. He told me that a young 
gentleman of a good mein had ſurpriſed him in a 
lonely place, and with the point of his ſword to his 
heart had forced him to give up the letter. But he 
had the preſence of mind to follow him, and he told 
me where he lived. Though my name was not 
written in the billet, yet J could not think without 
puſſion, that ſo precivus a piece ſhould be in the 
hands of a ſtranger. My reſentment would have 


broke out immediately in ſome violent enterpriie, if 
juſt conſiderations had not withilood my tranſports, 


An intimate friend, my companion in the wars, 
and the ſole conficeat of my love, came in Juckily 
in the midſt of iny perturbation. I gave him in charge 
to cicar up this cruel advemure. He reurned in a 
few moments with ſuch lights as c-vled my anger, 
but inertaſed my embarraiment. It -was your bro- 
ther who had undertaken to interpoſe between your 
ſiſter and me, aud to cut off from me all acceſs to 
her. With what alarms did I not examine whether 
T hed given room for his ſuſpicions by any imprudence, 
and in what conſtraint did I not hold my thoughts 
during the whole continuance of this tempelt ? But 
from the picture that my friend drew of your bro- 
ther, I could not reſiſt a ſtrong delire J had to ſee him. 
I forthwith ſought the opportunity; the firit that fell 
in my way laid me as it were under a neceſſiiy to look 
for others. I took an incliuation for bim, 4gaialt 
which I could not defend mylelf. It ſeems, every 
thing that belongs to your blood has the fame right 
to touch my heart. I had him dogped to diſcover his 
haunts and acquaintance. 
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walks, and introduced myſelf into the ſame compa- 
nies. Next to the light of your fitter, I know no 
thing could pleaſe me ſo much as his. However, 
being always with held by my fears, I did violence 
to my inclination, which made me wiſh to converſe 
with him alone, and to tie myſelf to him in the ſtrict 
bands of frienoſhip. I even ſhunned approaching him 
too near, or engaging with him in any converlation 
which I could not ſuſtain without ſome embarraſment. 
So I kept myſclf on my guard until his departure, in 
oppolition to the moſt tender ſentiments of friend- 
ſhip and love; making it at once my deareſt delight 
to ſurrender myſelf up to them, and at the fame time 
all my employment to oppoſe them. 

He left Paris. I did not for my part remain leſs 
Ready to my principles, and if J ventured to renew to 
your ſiſter {ome marks of my conſtancy, ſhe can 
bear me witneſs with what reſpect they were always 
accompanied. From this time forward what difficul- 
ties might ſhe have ſpared herſelf, had ſhe lent an ear 
to my offers? 1 ſuffered more than ſhe did from the 
ſtrange ſituation to which ſhe was reduced; but I ac- 
counted my filence among the proofs of my love; 
and by a new kind of obedience and reſpect I hum- 
bled myſelf to the torment of ſeeing her under indi- 
gence, to convince her hat there was no exception in 
the oath I had made of being ail my life devoted to 
her. Tf I watched about her, as a covetuus man 
waiches about his treaſure, ſhe was always ignorant 


of it. If 1 ſucceeded happily ia procuring her ſome 


aſſiſtance, I had the joy of ſeeing her receive it with- 


out her knowing it. In fine, | fulflied all duties, I 
ſubmitted myſelf to all laws, and when I would have 
preſſed you to receive for her and yourſelf that which 
my fortune put me in a coudition to offer you, I had 
leſs thoughts of doing you a favour than of diſ- 
charging an obligation, which draws its force from 
engagements that I deſire to accompliſh one day, and 
—_ are alrcady covenanted for in the bottom of my 
cart, 


He 
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He ſtopped, expecting my anſwer. I began by re- 
marking, that he drew fome hopes from à plauſible 
turn he had given to his reaſons; but that their 
length had afforded me time to embrace the fide 
. which I thought it my duty to ſtop at. That the 
objections, which cannot be a few, would expoſe me 
to a neceſſity of not ſeeing his replies brought to an 
end. I reduced my arguments to a very ſhort way 
of reaſoning. Withour following you, ſaid 1, through 
the whole detail vgn have given, it is manifeſt you 
can have no preteuce” to my liſter as long as heaven 
thinks proper to continue to you your ſponſe, It is 
no leſ. an o jection, that ſhe would bring herſelf into 
diſcredit by tecing and hearing you. The only dif- 
ficuity that remeins between us is to know, if in the 
caſe you ſuppoſe yourſelf, that is to ſay, of every 
moment lutiag an old and infirm wife, you may caſt 
your eyes on her whom you dettine to fill her place, 
and if the promiſes you have made her with this view 
may authorize her to receive your favours. This 


queition, added I, is aitogether new to me, and 1 


confeſs I have need of more than one day to reſolve 
it. | leave you with that pratitude which I owe to 
your generous intentions, and I crave time ſufficient 
for me to give you an anſwer. He would fain have 
detained me longer, and dilcuvered ſume marks of im- 
patience and ſaduels. I continued firm in my reſo- 
lution of leaving him, and only took care to inform 
myſelf of the place of his abode, where I promiſed 
to carry him myſelf an eclairciſſement, which I deſiced 
as much as he. : 

Though 1 was ſatisfied with my anſwer after I had 
left him, yet I remained over-burdened with two em- 
barraſments, of which the Icalt was capable of raiſing 


in me new inquietudes. I did not at all look upon as 


my molt difficult taſk the conſideration of the propo- 
fals of the count de 8 „ſceing I was mailer of 


my time, and that in a city ſo full of learning and 
learned men as Paris, I could not want advice ; but 


I repreſented to myſelf the impatience of Rouſe, who 
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had fo tenderly recommended to me her intereſts; and 
under the irreſolution that I brought back as the only 
fruits of my journey, nothing preſented itſelf to my 
mind proper to give her ſatisfaaion. The coach 
having carried me back with expedition, I was ſet 
down at the gate of the convent, before I had ſet- 
tled within myſelf what I ſhould ſay to her. Never- 
theleſs, I ſpent a moment alone, before I had her 


called, which gave me time to recolle&t myſelf. I 


faw the danger equal either in telling her the naked 
truth of what I had learned, or of concealing it from 
her intirely. Fond as ſhe was of her lover, I feared 
to alarm her too much by an affected ſilence, or by 
declaring to her that ſhe was in love with a man who 
was not at his own liberty, I had yet worſe appre- 
henſions, that I ſhould expoſe her to ſome difficult con- 
flicts, which might leave me room to be in dread for 
her virtue. Who knows, ſaid I, if all thoſe ſenti- 
ments of religion and honour, which her hopes have 
hitherto maintained, can without great difficulty make 
refiſtance againſt deſpair ? For expectations from the 
death of another are very precarious foundations for 
hope; and if love cauſes. all thoſe tranſports, which I 
have ſeen depicted, I cannot eaſily believe that it is ca- 
pable of being contented with ſo ſlight a conſolation. I 
have vanquiſhed the heart of Patrick, but it was by mo- 
tives that always make a juſt impreſſion on the heart 
of a man of ſenſe. I judge of it with confidence from 
my own, Can TI judge in the ſame manner of the 
hearts of women ? And what have I further to oppoſe 
to Rofe but the common topics, over which they ſay 
love has ſo often triumphed ? Theſe reflections made 
me determine t6'take a medium between the two ex- 
tremes, which at firſt fight ſtared me in the face. 

gde was not Tong before ſhe attended my ſummons. 


o 
o 


T would not leave her one moment in ſuſpenſe. I 


| have ſeen your unknown, ſaid I, I have learned from 


his own mouth his name; the circumſtances of his 
affairs, and all the reaſons that have obliged him to 
this myſterious conduct. I have found them juſt; but 
Honour has cloſed up my mouth, It obliges you alſo 
Vorl. M e 
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to moderate your ſentiments, at leaſt for ſo long a time 
as he ſhall be under a neceſſity of concealing his. I 
pity you both, and you in particular, if you ſhould, per- 
haps, entertain other hopes; you will then have the 
ſhame of ſhewing leſs virtue and fortitude than he. 

I ſhould have 13 myſelf on this preamble, from 
the effect I ſaw it produce inſtantly in the ſatisfaction 
of Roſe, if the joy itſelf ſhe had ſhewn in having no 
other obſtacle to ſurmount than that of time, had 
not ſprung in me another ſcruple. My addreſs has 
rendered her caſy, ſaid I to myſelf ; but ſhe will not 
love him the leſs ardently. Even the teftimony | 
have given her of the integrity and conſtancy of her 
Jover, will it not go a great way in creating to her- 
ſelf the law of ſubmitting to the conqueſt of his 
double merit? But if the reaſon I have to conceat 
from her the fituation of the count is a fear leaſt ſhe 
ſhould wound her duty by continuing to love him, will 
it leſs wound it to love him without knowing his fi- 
tuation? On the other hand, will not the crime, in 
which perhaps - ſhe will be juſtified by her error, fall 
directly on my head, ſince it will be attributed to the 
ambiguity of my expreſſions? The tenderneſs of 
my conſcience was ſo much alarmed by this manner 
of reaſoning, that I thought myſelf obliged forthwith 
to anticipate the evil I had cauſed. If you have fully 
underſtood me, ſaid I to her plainly, you ſhould look 
on your marriage as a thing ſo dark and difficult, that 
you ought long ſince to have prepared yourſelf. to fee 
it fail ; and I foreſee myſelf, added I, that in a few 
days honour will lay us under a neceſſity of returning 
ſpeedily to Ireland. This reflection upon our depar- 
ture was the more ſincere, for that with all the reaſons 
I had to defire it, I did not believe it could be deferred 
a moment, if the conſultations I had'a mind to have 
held on the caſe of the count de 8 ſhould not 
be favourable for us: and to ſatisfy all my duties with- 
out rigour, I informed Roſe, that for ſome. days at 
leaſt, which was the time I was to employ in clearing 
up matters to my ſatisfaction, decency would not per- 
mit her to receive letters from. her lover, Whatever 


- * diſcretion: 
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diſcretion ſhe had hitherto obſerved in all theſe ſhifts 
and ſubterfuges, ſhe penetrated further than was neceſ- 
ſary for the removing of my ſcruples. Her eyes were 
filled with tears. Not having the courage to demand 
other explanations from me, ſhe fell into a deep me- 
ditation, which gave me liberty for ſome moments to 
read in her countenance all the agitations of her 
heart. Ah! ſaid ſhe to me in the end, I fee too 
plainly my fate! I ſhall be no more happy than my 
brother! Her grief touched me ſo ſenſibly, that I 
continued with her above an hour, uſing all my ef- 
forts to alleviate and ſoften it. But judging what ſhe 
had to fear from the pains I took in conioling her, ſhe 
did not give me the ſatisfaction of believing, when I 
left her, that ſhe was in a ſituation the moft calm and 
ſedate. 

In the mean time duty and honour not ſuffering a 
competition with the weakneſs of nature, I imme- 
diately thought of unravelling the poiat of contro- 
verſy to which 1 ought to apply all my cares. Though 
the integrity of my intentions was capable of giving 
me ſome confidence in my own knowledge, yet I did 
not think that in an affair ſo delicate any trouble 
could be too exceſſive, nor the greateſt precautions 
uſeleſs. I knew ſome doctors, who were wife and 
earned, and whoſe grave deciſions unanimouſly given 
ought to be a law for all good men. I took the re- 
ſolution of going to them ſucceſſively, and of pro- 
poling to them my doubts. They all agreed in aſking 
ſome days to inform themſelves clearly of the contro- 
yerted points by freſh ſtudy, and we agreed to meet 
at a certain day to conſult together upon all the opi- 
nions. For my part, I paſſed the time as they did 
in reading over every thing that I thought neceſſary 
for my information, and above all to conſult heaven, 
whoſe inſpirations are ſometimes the only reſource of 
an upright heart in the doubtful queſtions of moral 


conduct. If I ſtole ſome hours every day from 


labour, it was to comfort and ſupport Roſe, whoſe 
grief I perceived daily to increaſe. She ſpoke little 
to me. Under the ſuſpence and perplexity in which 
my ſincerity obliged 2 to leave her, ſhe ſeemed every 
C- - time 


—_— my * 3 7 * 
p * y * IT ©, N 
d a . e L 
k 1a 7 IC - = N 4 ö 
» — o 
_ + to <a ror age Fat — — i — 
— 2 > . — ” > — — 2 * — = 
8 2 
* 


— — 


= 
= 
- 
2 
1 
7 * 
” 
4 
x" 
2 
I: 
15 
1 
144 
1 
. 
1 
: 
1 
- 
3 


27D The Dean of CoLERAINE. 


time ſhe ſaw me appear, immediately to expect thoſe 
eclairciſſements that I had made her hope for ; and 
when ſhe perceived, at my firſt opening my mouth, 
that I brought her nothing but-my ordinary conſola- 
tions, I had a difficulty to make her break a melan- 
choly ſilence, which gave me more inquietude than 
her tears and her complaints. Although ſhe pre- 
miſed me to ſend back her lover's letters without 
opening them, and that ſhe was not capable of break- 


ing this promiſe, I remarked that-it was a very ſenſi-, 


ble vexation to-her not to have had one fingle oppor- 
tunity of performing it. The diſcretion of the count 
retaining him within bounds, even more ſtrict than I 
had impoſed on him, he reduced himſelf to the re- 
queſting- of me every day to ſend him what news re- 
lated to him and us. I had the ſteadineſs not even to 
zppriſe the melancholy Roſe with this mark of his 
conſideration and conſtancy, in order to accuſtom her 
inſenſibly to privations more grievous with which 1 
thought her threatened. 4 

At length, the day appointed for our conſultation 
being come, we afſembled in the cloſet of the moſt 
grave of my doctors, in the midſt of his books and 
papers, Which were, as one may ſay, ſo many dumb 
witneſſes of the uſe he had made of the learning he 
had there imbibed. We were in number ſeven, of 
whom the youngeſt was more advanced in years than 
I. Having begun with a-ſhort prayer, every one took 


| his place according to the order of his age. Mine 


intitied me to the loweſt place, as much as the reſpect 
and deference I owed to an affembly whoſe opinions 
1 implored. They kept filence for ſome time. At 
length, the ſenior, taking up the word, prayed me to 
open the -occalion that had drawn us together, and 
pon what points I demanded the opinions of the 


company. I aroſe from my ſeat, and making a 


profound bow on my right hand and left, I bte- 
gan to lay down the queſtion in the moſt plain 
and fimple terms; when the ſenior interrupting 
me with a peeviſh air, gave me to underſtand, that 
in every aſſembly, in which any perſon was acknow- 
ledged as chief or head, the firſt ſalutation ovght 
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to be addreſſed to him. Another of the doctors, turn- 


ing himſelf immediately towards him, agreed chat in 
general this propoſition was juſt; but not to mention, 


added he, that Mr Dean is diſpenſed by the title of 


being a ſtranger from conforming to our cultoms, we 


have not yet ſuppoſed that the civility of conſenting 
to meet at your houſe was an act obliging us to ac- 


knowledge you to be our chief or head. That is. 


true, interrupted the next. By what title ? ſaid a 
third. The pretenſion to it is ridiculous and comical, 
replied another. In an inſtant, every one in their 
turns - expreſſed ſome marks of diſcontent, that the 


ſenior ſhould lay claim to a right, which ao-body was: 


willing to yield him. Although he was a little diſcon- 
certed by ſuch an unanimous oppoſition, yet he infilted 
ſo ſtrenuouſly on his claim, and the others were ſo ſe- 
rious and warm in conteſtiag it, that they roſe up all to- 
gether, and left me under ſuch an aſtoniſhmeat ànd 
apprehenſion, that I had that moment a mind to 
make the beſt of my way from among them. 8 
Nevertheleſs, pleaſing myſelf with the thoughts 
that the firſt heat would preſently cool among ſuch 
reaſonable doctors, I ventured to repreſent to them, 
that my affair might be ended with fewer formalities, 
and that in the poſition they now were without dil- 
tinction of degrees or ranks, every man might in. 
two words declare his. opinion. I know not whether 
ic were from a conſciouſneſs of having diſcovered ſome 
tokens of weakneſs before the eyes of a ſtranger, 
but coming all at once to themſelves, they put a ſtop 
to their quarrel in order to hearken to me. I calmly. 
renewed my prayer, that they would give me their 
opinions in a few words. Ah! very well replied the 


- 


ſentor, (making haſte to get the ſtart of the others) 


without ſearching into the myſtery, the man mentioned 
in your caſe is an adulterer in the bottom of his heart, 
aud every woman who gives ear te his love participates 
in his crime. He turned his back- fide upon us with 
an air of diſdain after he had given this deciſion. 
Another took up the diſcourſe with more good hu- 
mour :. The opinion of maſter doctor, ſays he, caſting 
a {mile towards me, ſavours a little of peeviſhneſs thay 
r 3 our 
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our refuſal has raiſe! in him. My opinion is, that 
a man who is on the brink of loſing his wife may 
with innocence enough caft his eyes on the lady 
whom he intends ſhould ſucceed her, and may take the 
ſame honeſt meaſures before-hand to aſſure himſelf of 
her eſteem and conſent. I am of the ſame opinion, 
continued the third, but with a condition annexed, 
that nothing paſſes between them to 1njure the fidelity 
of the firſt marriage. I require ſomething further, in- 
terrupted the fourth, before I can embrace an opinion 
ſo dangerous: I think that ſuch a man and ſuch a wo- 
man ſhould. not have any commerce together, either 
of friendſhip or plain civility, that may raiſe in the 

ublie the leaſt ſuſpicion of a ſcandalous famiharity. 

he ſenior, who had turned his face to the window, 
and did not ſeem to take any notice of what was ſaid 
behind him, at once raiſed his voice, — Pleaſant deci- 
- fions, ſaid: he, ſplitting himſelf with laughter! thoſe 
creatures have not ſo much as the ſhadow of divinity. 
Oh ! pleaſant in your teeth, replied he who had ſpoke 
laſt: I am ready to prove my opinion by all the fa- 
thers and the councils of the church. I challenge you 
to do fo, replied the ſemor, turning himſelf roughly 
towards the afſembly. I have here all the councils 
and all the fathers. Thoſe who had been a little be- 
fore of near the ſame opinion bruſhed up to him to 
let him know that he was in the wrong, and that a 
ſingle doctor, whether he were their Raior or pre- 

tended to be their head, ought not to get the better 


of an united body of the doctors. Moreover, citing 


divers paſſages, they altogether laboured to prove to 
| him that they had given the natugal ſenſe of them; 

and that he could have but a ſlender knowledge ia the 
Greek or Latin languages who could imagine the con- 
trary. Greek and Latin languages, cried the old 
doctor in a rage, is it you then that pretend to teach 
them to me? And treating them as ignoramuſes who 
had occaſion every day to hear his lectures, he named 
to them an hundred treatiſes in Greek and Latin, upon 
which he offered to prove on the ſpot that they had not 
yet ſo much as caſt their eyes. The noiſe of this ſtrange 


diſpute, which was greatly heightened by the media» 


tion 
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tion of thoſe who had not yet ſpoke, and who would 
willingly be arbitrators of the quarrel, had already 
drawn all the ſervants to the door of the cloſet. I 
had luckily my hat and cane in my hands; I laid 
hold of the opportunity to gain the ſtairs, and march- 
ing down without turning my head behind me, I got 
away in all haſte from the houſe. 

My refletions were ſhort upon this adventure. 
Having for a moment lamented the misfortune of a 
great number of learned men, who employed their 
underſtanding and knowledge in nouriſhing preſump- 
tion and pride, I reproached myſelf for not having better 
known the characters of thoſe whom I conſulted, and 
whoſe air-of gravity and reputation had ſo much 
impoſed upon me, But maugre the ridicule of a 
ſcene ſo little expected, 1 contluded, from the diffe- 
rence of their opinions, that in an affair, wherein I 
would as little expoſe my own conſcience as the ho- 
nour of Roſe, I ought to conclude leſs than ever from 
my own deciſion z which perhaps might have been to 
indulge ſomething to the inclination and even advan- 
tage of Roſe, by promiſing the count not to be in too 
much haſte to diſpoſe of her, without conſenting ne- 
vertheleſs to receive favours from a man, whom I did 
not believe to be fo much maſter of his ſubſtance, as 
to diſpoſe arbitrarily of it. At the worſt, I thought I 
might continue ſome time at Paris, and apply my con- 
ftant cares in cheriſhing and amuſing my ſiſter under 
the perplexed ſtate in which I had been ebliged to put 
her, This was at leaſt a fituation of an innocent heart ; 
and in the mean time I conceived, that I could not 
well remove her from Paris without expoling her to 
other dangers. The count appearing to me ſo pru- 
dent, that I might with ſafety depend upon him as to 
the innocence of his views, I perceived nothing in all 
theſe ſuppoſit ions that might abſolutely alarm my ho- 
nour or conſcience. Nevertheleſs, the repoſe of a 
Chriſtian ſoul not being able to ſubſiſt under the leaſt 
doubt, I was not a whit diſcouraged at the ill ſucceſs 
of my firſt enterprize, and I reſolved to Jay the caſe 
rather before the aſſembly of Sorbonne, than to build 


my ſafety on my own underſtanding. | 
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This was a new care, in which I employed myſelt 
the following days. With great labour I drew up a 
writing, wherein I laid down, the queſtion from all the 
arguments I could draw from authorities, from ex- 
amples, and from the whole ſpirit of the legiſlature 
in the eſtabliſhment of marriage. I had finiſhed it, 
and I thought of nothing but of getting an opportu- 
nity of preſenting it to the aſſembly, when a molt 
unexpected blow made my work of no. uſe. I re- 
ceived by the common meſſenger of the count of 
8 „a letter under his own hand, that gave 
on account of the death of his wife, with all the 
circumſtances of it. He expreſſed himſelf on this 
loſs in the words of a man of honour, who did not 
forget the gratitude he owed her at the time he was 
embarked in another imereſt. I ſhall always preſerve, 


ſaid he, that love for her memory, which T had all 


ber life for her perſon; but not having ever had with 
her a. reliſh for any other pleaſures than thoſe of 
duty, he confeſſed that his grief was not ſuch as could 


be of a long duration after her death. That de- 
cency nevertheleſs, of which he was reſolved to relax 


nothing to the end, hindered him from giving me an 
account of this news in perſon. He finiſhed by re- 


commending his affairs to my care, without naming 


my ſiſter, or ſpeaking one word of his paſſion ; and 
I admired with what diſcretion he knew how to con- 
ciliate the duties of his mourning with the intereſts 
of his love. | 
Although it was difficult for me under ſuch an 
event to diſtinguiſh how far charity. obliged me ta 


grieve, and within what bounds ſhe*permitted me to 


rejoice, I confeſs that my firſt impulſe was to bleſs 
heaven, whoſe goodneſs had kept Mis ' favour for 
us as it were in reſerve. My refleQions next fell 
upon Roſe. What was her joy going to be, ſaid. I 
to myſelf, and ſhall I not make all the haſte in the 
world to tell her this news? Nevertheleſs, it ap- 
peared to me after a little deliberation that T ought 
to moderate my impatience. I had a thouſand things 
to clear up. The eſtate, the condition, the charac- 
ter of the count were no otherwiſe known to me ag 
a rom 


— 


The Dean of Cor ERAINE. 275 


from his own information, and if appearances had. 
carried me to a belief of his ſincerity, prudence would 
not give me leave to depend on outſides only. I 
gave him an anſwer, with which he ought to have. 
been as well ſatisfied as I was with his letter. In a. 
viſit to my filter the ſame day, I limited myſelf to the 
point of raiſing her hopes by exhortations and ca- 
reſſes, from whence 1 remarked with joy that ſhe 
herſelf drew a good omen. In leaving her, chance threw 
in my way my lord Linch, who was examining care- 
fully the ſituation of the monaſtery. I had not ſeen 
him till now fince his precipitate retreat, and having 
but a flender loſs in his friendſhip, I had only inqui- 
red caſually what part of the town he had choſe for 
his abode. His lodgings were in the moſt remote 

art of the city from mine, and I never once thought 


of diſturbing him. The ſequel of his adventures 


gave me to underſtand, that he had not the ſame in- 
difference for all my proceedings, and my accidental 
meeting him now gave me ſome cauſe of ſuſpecting it. 
But beſides, as his menaces had not given me any ſeri- 
ous caufes of alarm, I now thought my ſiſter more 
fecure than ever from his perſecutions, by our new. 


- reſources in the zeal and reputation of the count; 


and I thought no more than of ſtriking haſtily enough 
down another ſtreet, to avoid the neceſſity of ſpeaking” 
to him. He found no doubt that my deſign was to- 
avoid him ; but the manner in which he had treated me 
excuſed me from uſing him with more manners. Far 
nevertheleſs from having any miſtruſt of the bottom of 
his views, I employed myſelf during the remainder 
of the day in procuring informations and affuran- 
ces of the integri#y and uprightneſs of the count of 
8——. ThEgcath of his wife, which cauſed ſome 
motions in the- neighbourhood of his houſe, made 
me eaſily find pretences for my inquires ; what J leara- 
ed from many perſons of honour and from his pariſh 
prieſt himſelf, to whom I, without. any ſeruple addreſ- 
led myſelf, convinced me, that in ſpeaking of his birth 
and riches, he had made me a very modeſt draught. 


Who would not have counted upon hopes ſo near 


and well eftabliſhed? In retiring to my lodgings I. 
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propoſed to ſee my brother next day at the Baſtile, 


and to open to him the honourable match that offered 
for Roſe. I had never any fear of finding in him 
an oppohtion to this projet, He loved his ſiſter ; 
and his ambition not failing to flatter him as much 
with ſuch an eſtabliſhment as his tenderneſs, I was 
ſure that in conſidering the proceedings of my lord 
Linch, the conſent he had given to his ſolicitations 


would coft him nothing to retract. His own intereſt 


ought to make him wiſh for an alliance ſo powerful: 
as that of the count ; and I promiſed myſelf already, 
that his liberty would quickly be the conſequence of 
it. So that heaven began. on every fide te favour the 
integrity and innocence of my deſires. 3 

I went into my lodgings filled with theſe ideas. 


But are not the diſpoſitions of providence impenetrable ? 
A ſtrange lacquey, whom I prefently remembered to 
have feen a long time before in the ſervice of de Peſſes, 


appeared before me, having his eyes filled with tears. 
He incontinently lamented his misfortune in the moſt 
moving terms, and many times pronounced the name 
of his dear maſter in reiterated ſobs ; he informed me, 
that this unhappy young man with whom he returned 
from Germany the day before, had loſt his life by 
the hands of an unknown perſon. His groans and 
tears ſtopped his voice. I took him by the band, 
and led him into my cloſet. I made him fit down. 
near me; and not underſtanding any thing of a thou- 


ſand unlucky accidents that he told me confuſedly, 


I demanded of him the explanation of a misfortune, 
of which | had ſome difficulty to perſuade myſelf. 
He told me at length, coherently enough, that he 
had the charge of many papers, from whence: I might 
draw important lights ; but that his malter having 
ordered him by his 1: words tp give me an account 
of the eircumſtances of his diſaſter, and of his lateſt 
thoughts, he would begin with that recital. They 
arrived the evening before: The firlt care of de Peſſes 
had been to receive the informations of his valet de 
chambre, whom he had left at Paris. Surpriſed at 


my return, and delighted that the protection of 


heaven had preſerved Rouſe from a thouſand dangers 
| duriog 
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during his abſence, he ſhewed no greater eagerneſs 
than to ſee me; when the moment he was go- 
ing out, an unknown perſon aſked to ſpeak with him, 
and had taken him aſide, After a very long and ex- 
aſperated diſcourſe, the unknown gentleman retired, 
and Mr de Peſſes, who ſpoke of nothing the moment 
before but his deſire to ſee me, on the contrary had 
now forbidden his ſervants to give me any notice of 
his retura till the next evening. He (upped in their 


| Preſence very compoſedly, and renewing his prohi- 


bitions went to bed, and nothing appeared to diſturb 
his reſt all night. The next morning he mounted 
his horſe, attended by one lacquey only, who told 
me this ſtory ; and without communicating to him 
his deſign he rid to the foreſt of Boulogne, where he 
gave him orders to wait at the gate. Nobody ſaw 
what paſſed at that time; but in leſs than a quar- 
ter of an hour the ſame unknown gentleman, who 
had talked the evening before in private with him, 
appeared on horſeback, and making out of the foreſt 
by the ſame gate, he bid the lacquey, having firſt 
aſked him if he belonged to de Peſſes, to carry help 
immediately to his maſter. This faithful ſervant clap- 
ping ſpurs to his horſe galloped at full ſpeed along the 
ſame road ; and though his concern had not given 
him preſence of mind enough to inform himſelf of 
the place where he might find him, yet his horſe, 


Which he ſaw faſtened to the trunk of a tree, ſerved 


luckily to diſcover him. 

I found him, continued he redoubling kis tears, 
ſtretched on the ground, and drenched in his blood. 
How! dead? ſays I, in a piercing fright for his chance 
in another life, No, replied he, but already fo ex- 
hauſted of all, his ſtrength that he had ſcarce any mo- 
tion. He knew me; I thank you for your zeal, ſaid 
he to me, but if you will do me a ſenſible piece of 
ſervice before my death, convey me with all ſpeed 
to the dean of Coleraine. I gave him to underſtand 
that it was firſt neceſſary to begin by ſtopping his 
blood, which continued to run in great floods. He 
conſented to this propoſal: My cravat and his, a 
part of my ſkirt, and ſome of my cloaths, were con- 

| veniently 
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veniently employed in this melancholy office. When this 
Was done, I immediately put myſelf in the great road, 
to find ſomebody to help to carry him. Four travellers, 
whom I ſtopped' by the force of my intreaties, bore 
him between their arms to the houſe at the gate of 
the foreſt, In vain did I preſs to detam him there: 
He was put into an elbow chair, and he himſelf en- 
couraging the bearers by the promife of a great re- 
ward, they carried him to the ſuburbs of St Honore, 
with orders to go directly to your lodgings. But the 
motion not being very gentle it weakened his ſtrength, 
and a faintneſs ſeizing him at the entrance of the 
ſuburbs obliged us to go to the firſt ſurgeon we 
eould find. When he recovered his ſpirits a little, 
he was of opinion he could not- go much further with- 
out ſhortening. the few moments he bad to live. 
He ſuffered the ſurgeon to fearch his wounds, whichi 


were ſo mortal that he could not promife him an hour: 


Without being terrified with death, he ordered me to 
pray you to come immediately to him; but many 
meſſengers whom I diſpatched one after another could 
not find you at home. During this time my unfor- 
tunate maſter had given orders for a confeſſor, and 
two of the neareſt notaries, to be ſent for to him. 
He remained ſome time ſhut up with them; after 
which calling for me, be paid his porters liberally, 
and with me choſe to ſpend his laſt moments. Vou 
have always ſerved me faithfully, ſaid he, with a 
voice that grew feebler at each word ; you ſhall'be 
rewarded, but do not let your zeal ſlacken after my 
death, which I am ſenſible approaches. Haſten im- 
mediately to ſee the dean of Coleraine, and put into 
his hands theſe papers. He will take care of my 
funeral. Tell him that under my mifortunes I 
ſhould have carried away ſome conſolation, if I could: 


have embraced him in my laſt moments. My life 


was devoted to him, to his filter, and to his brother 
Patrick. You will not eafily fee his ſiſter; but if you 
mould fee her, tell her that I die for her. Theſe 
were the laſt words of my dear maſter, added the 
ſorrowful meſſenger, with a new acceſſion of an abua- 
dance of tears. He in vai» laboured to add * 3 
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for his grief ſtopped his voice, and hindered him 


from pronounciag any thing diſtinctly. I perceived 
all at once that his ſoul had abandoned him with the 
remainder of his ſtrength. 

In finiſhing this relation, he preſented me with a 
bundle of papers, which were carefully ſealed up: 
The deep conſternation that ſeized me did not pre- 
vent my opening them immediately, with a defire 
of executing at leaſt with as much diligence as zeal 
the laſt will of a friend ſo faithful and generous. 
The firſt writing I laid my bands on was a letter 
addreſſed to me. It had his ſignature to it, although 
the two pages, of which it was made up, were written 
in a character unknown to me. He was obliged, 
ſaid he in it, to make uſe of the hand of his confef- 
ſor to write me a letter, which I ſhould not receive 
till after his death. Referring himſelf to his lacquey 
for the explanation of circumſtances, he avowed, 
that without having ever knoan my lord Linch, he 
believed he died by his hand. It was the hand of a 
rival, and he did not know that he had any other 


but he. Beſides, the language of his enemy con- 


firmed him that he was a foreigner. Nevertheleſs, 
the defire. of revenge had the leaſt ſhare in this 
diſcovery. That he thought he had juſt reaſons to 
mſpire me with ſome fear for my filter and myſelf, 
from a diſcourſe which reſentment had drawn from 
the mouth of his murderer. As muck as he had 
been alarmed for our intereſt; ſo much did he tkink 
himſelf happy in hearing even from the mouth of' a 
rival, that Rofe made ſome account of the fervency 
and conſtancy of his love, and that ſhe had happily 
declared herſelf in his favour. That without doubt 
it was to my friendſhip he was indebted for this 
change. What exceſs of happineſs did death oblige 
him to renounce! . But having nothing before his eyes 
but a grave open, and ready to receive him, he prayed 
me to make acceptable to my filter the only marks of 
gratitude that he had to offer her, and which I ſhould 
find annexed to his letter. If the inclination of 
his heart, added he, had not incited -him to what 
he had done in her favour, yet he ſhould think * | 
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ſelf obliged to it, to make an atonement for the 
only fault he had to reproach himſelf with, and of 
which he would now make to me a confeſſion with 
his laſt words. Some hints from Patrick having 
made him deſpair to move the heart of Roſe, he con- 
feſſed to me, that on his return to Paris, the violence 
of a paſſion which he was no longer able to ſubdue, 
had made him form a reſolution to teal her away; 
and that he ought to look upon his death as a judg- 
ment for a proje& ſo much the more deteſtable on this 
account, as he now had reaſon to flatter himſelf 
(from the confeſſion of his rival) to have held in her 


heart a preference, of which he was not in the leaſt 


worthy with ſuch criminal thoughts. That the no- 
taries, who had a duplicate of the act he ſent me, 
would wait on me by his orders with an explanation 
upon other circumſtances. | 

Aſter a tender prayer he made me to cheriſh and 
Jove his memory, he informed me in a few words 
of a voyage he had made to Ireland on his return 
from Germany, and accufing himſelf of indiſeretion in 


ſome intelligences he had given Patrick, whoſe eſta- 


bliſhmeat he was then ignorant of, he conjured me to 
repair the mortal wound he had given to his repoſe, 


and perhaps to the repoſe of his wife. Heaven will 


pardon me, added he, for this unhappy error, which 
was not at all voluntary. He finiſhed with a laſt adieu. 

What an overplus and ſurcharge of trouble and 

rief did I not feel after reading this letter ! Every 
fine was like a ſource of empoiſoned vapours, which 
threw all my ideas and thoughts into an inexpreſſible 
confuſion. I was about beginning again this fatal 


letter, to diſcover in it ſome day light amidſt ſuch 


thick darkneſs; but thinking nevertheleſs that the 
preſent circumſtances obliged me to make every thing 


give way to the duties of friendſhip, I went on in 


opening the firſt paper that lay in my way. My ſur- 
priſe and confuſion were augmented yet more in diſco- 
vering in it a teſtamentary act, by which Mr de Peſſes 
made an abſolute donation to my ſiſter of all his 
eſtate and ſubſtance. Not having friends ſo near, 


- Jaid he in the form of the preamble, nor ſo poor, to 


make 
* 


The Dean of CoLEraint, 281 


make him prefer the duties of blood to theſe of 
friendſhip, out of gratitude and eſteem he conſtituted. 
her his univerſal heir, &c. 7 

Where am I? cried I. What torrents of difficul- 
ties and troubles come pouring down on me in the 
fame day? What contradictions in the caſts and 
chances of fortune! Or rather added I, adoring 
the incomprehenſible wiſdom of providence, - what 
ſubjects, O my God, to admire the depths of thy 
diſpoſitions ? Bur to what point is it thy intention to 
conduct us by ways ſo ſuperior to our vain prudence ? 
It is to you, dear and virtuous friend, continued I, 
that we muſt begin to render the laſt duties of 
eſteem and gratitude. The night is too far advanced, 
ſaid I to the lacquey, who waited my orders, to 
take any reſolutions before to-morrow y go and paſs” 
the remainder of it about your dear maſter ; and de- 
pend upon a reward in proportion to your affection. 
1 ſend with you a man of truſt, to whom I give it 
in charge to regulate for this night every thing that 
decency and cuſtom require about the dead; and 1 
promiſe to be with you in the morning, to diſpoſe 
things-with more order and regularity. 3 

I could not recover myſelf out of this medley of 
motions that ſucceeded one another in the bottom of 
my heart in fo ſhort a ſpace. I retired alone into 
my cloſet, where my firſt care was 40 put vp to 
heaven an ardent prayer, to grant to Mr de Peſſes in a 
better life an hundred fold more happineſs than he 
thought he loſt in quitting this. His other papers 
contained explanations and lights into different 
parts of his ſubſtance, Bat I returned forthwith te 
his letter, which I read over with a freſh ardour. 
In the midſt of the pity, which every word revived 
in me for his fate, how could the obſcure hints that 
related to my ſiſter and Patrick nog raiſe ia me ſome 
alarms ? another diſquiet ſeized me from the man- 
ner in which I weighed his words. He was per- 
fuaded from ſome expreſſions dropt to his advantage, 


that Roſe was become more ſenfible of his merit. 


This was enough to give me to underſtand, that my 
lord Linch was his murderer; but could I not from 
: p07 thence 


* 


282 The Dean Col ERRAINE. 


thence alſo conclude, if this vain thought had car- 
ried him out to fight againſt a furious rival, who 
had, as it were, taken upon himſelf, to puniſh the 
happineſs which Mr de Peſſes had permitted to be 
aſcribed to him, that this alſo had been the principal 
motive to the donation he made to my ſiſter of all 
his wealth? And might ſhe decently profit herſelf 
by his error? This was leſs a ſcruple of conſcience 
than of honour: But I always held it for a principle, 
that theſe two words well underſtood are nearer a- kin 
than one thinks; or at leaft, that in all caſes where. 
they are not at all oppoſites, the law of honour 
is as indiſpenſible as that of conſcience. I was in this: 
agitation of thoughts, given up ſucceſſively to one 
or the other, and ſtill too much ſwayed by my ima- 
gination to put them in more order, when word was 
brought me, that an unknown perſon inquired for me. 
It was paſt nine o'clock, and the night was dark. I 
{crupled ſome time to receive a viſit 2 little in ſeaſon; 
but in the moment I was giving a denial, he entered 
ſuddenly into my chamber;. and this unknown, whoſe 
boldneſs at fart ſtruck me with ſome fear, was the 
Count de 8 
He had on him a perriwig and coat that diſguiſed 
him, which however did not hinder me from knowing” 
him immediately, After praying me to ſendawayevery 
body that might hear us, he threw himſelf about my 
neck, and held me a long time in his arms. My, 
eagerneſs, ſaid he, ſubmitted in the day-time to de- 
corum; but nothing is capable of moderating it when 
it can gratify itſelf with honour. Will you reward 
me? added he in the ſame tranfport. Are you re- 
ſolved' to grant ſomething to my heart ? Shall I ſee 
the charming Roſe? Will you permit me to love her:? 
She has not waited my conſent, replied I, embracing 
him in my turs, and 1 have betrayed her into a vo- 
luntary confeſſion for you, that ſhe-ſhould have ſuf- 
fered ſomething, if her inclinations had been too lon 

reſtrained by her duty. But how opportunely, added 
I, are you come here! Under the trouble I am, what. 
need have I not of the conſolation and counſel of a 
worthy man? In reality, the opinion I had of this 
N amiable. 
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amiable-count, and the inclination he had ſhewed to 
love me, had made me regret that in my agitations 
I had not the power to open to him a ſhare of my 
perplexity, He did not leave me the leaſt doubt of 
the ſincerity 6f his friendſhip. The intereſt of my 
filter had become his. His aſſiſtance was a reſource 
upon which I had always counted. Moreover, not 
finding any thing in his viſit that might not bear the 
name of an honeſt and innocent forwardneſs, I re- 
ſolved to open to him my heart. 

You ſhall fee Roſe, ſaid I, having firſt ruminated a 
little ; you ſhall ſee her, as ſoon as the laws of cuſtom 
ſhall enable you to diſcover openly the love you have 
for her. Your impatience would not be juſt, if it 
ſhould make you think this period too long. But, 
added 1 with the ſame diſquieted air, what can ſhe 
lack, ſince you may ſee her when you pleaſe ? She is 
in a danger for which I tremble, and I ſhall aot think 
her in ſafety till I ſee her your's. I did not exagge- 
rate my ſears in repreſenting them in ſuch lively 
colours, The new obſervations I had made to clear 
them up had augmented them to a point, when calling 
to mind my accidentally meeting my lord Linch about 
the convent, full no doubt with the ſame fury in 
which he came from dipping his hands in blood, and 
ſeeking to ſatisfy it with other enterpriſes, I was un- 
der apprehenſions that the night would not paſs over 
without his committing ſome other glaring violence.. 
In order to explain my diſtruſts to the count, I could 
not : diſpenſe wah myſelf from acquainting him with 
the ancient pretenſions of two rivals, who had unſuc- 
ceſsfully aſpired to the heart of Roſe, and the diſatrous 
end of Mr de Peſſes, with the late effects of his love 
and generoſity. I did not name my lord Linch, of 
whom my profeſſion did not permit me to be, as it 
were, an accuſer ; but painting out his ſtrange cha- 
rater in ſuch%olours as I knew it to be, I confeſſed 
to him, that we ſhould have but little hopes of re- 


poſe, unleſs we could find the means of removing fo 


— pg man, or of concealing my ſiſter from his 
purluits. | | 
The 
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The diſquiet and aſtoniſhment of the count diſcs- 
vered themſelyes during all my diſcourſe, but they, 
were not yet brought to the point I thought it capable 
of raiſing them to. A violence, ſuch as you ſeem to 
fear, ſaid he, ia impoſſible to be perpetrated in our 
convents. Although a company of womea are little 
capable of reſiſtance, yet it would be neceſſary to 
bring cannon down apainſt the houſe to force their 
walls and grates : All that one could promiſe him- 
ſelf wth any certainty is to be ſeconded from within 
and ſuch intelligences cannot be the work of a day. 
' Nevertheleſs, added he, as ſuch attempts may be 
practicable at long-run, I think as you do, that ſome 
meaſures ſhould. be taken by way of prevention. I 
have at ſome diſtance from Paris a caſtle, that ſtands 
out of the road. and is defended by a very large moat, 
where you may retire with your ſiſter, until the time 
you ſhall be pleaſed to appoint for my happineſs. 
But, added he with a ſigh, in reflecting on what 
moved him more than my fears ; what have you told 
me, and what have I not to fear from this rich inhe- 
ritance, which will go further in buſying Roſe than 
the cares of anſwering my love! Of how many 
advantages am I deprived all at once! ſhall I not 
then be the only perſon to whom ſhe ſhall be indebted 
for her change of fortune ? ſhall I not then be the 
firſt who ſhall make her condition pleaſurable and 
happy? She will have received good offices from 
another, which will oblige her to divide her acknow- 
ledgments, and will rob me of ſome part of the ſen- 
timents of her heart. Happy rival! I envy his 
death, which gives him an affurance of thoſe rights 
which I am going to loſe. At length he propoſed to 
me to keep Mr de Peſſes's inheritance for my brother, 
or myſelf, and to conceal from my fiſter the diſpo- 
ſition made in her favour. I excuſed myſelf from 
ſuch a thought, which would be making ourſelves 

uilty of a manifeſt robbery Reſtore it then, ſaid 
3 to the lawful heirs, from whom the deceaſed 
could not wreſt it without injuſtice. I have not yet 
examined, anſwered I, whether Mr de Peſſes in this 
diſpoſition has departed from any law; but the 
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diſcuſſion of the point belongs leſs to me than my 
filter, and the right of enjoying it, or the obligation 
of reſtoriag it, hes only at her door. 

I at firſt looked on theſe two propoſals as a banter ; 
and notwithſtanding the circumſtances of affairs did 
not at all give me room for mirth, I did not pretend 
to make a more ſerious anſwer. Bur he preſently 
mentioned to me a third expedient, upon which he 
infifted with ſo much warmth, that I was under no 
ſmall perplexity to defend myſelf. Put, ſaid he, into 
my hands the act of donation, and let it remain a 
ſecret between us. I will improve it in the name of 
your ſiſter, and put myſelf in poſſeſſion of all that is 
left her. She will be ignorant of this for a long time, 
and my deſign being to leave her all I have in the 
world, I ſhalt find gothing in her heart in oppoſition 
to that tenderneſs without reſerve, which I would 
fain merit by mine. I yet combated this caprice in 
vain by all manner of reaſons, I was nevertheleſs 
obliged to enter into a part of his views, by promiſing 
not to inform Roſe of the extraordinary obligations 
ſhe owed to Mr de Peſſes, at leaſt till after her mar- 
riage. So by the moſt whimſical fate, with two of 
the moſt flattering advantages ſhe could deſire, that 
of being advanced to a great fortune all of a ſudden, 
and being on the point of marrying a dear lover, ſhe 
was ned to be ignorant of them both. 

Nevertheleſs, the count having renewed the offer 
of his caſtle, I did not thiak that decorum had the 
ſame force now as I had found myſelf under at other 
times, to oblige me to reject the like propoſals; and 
I had no deſign, in acquainting my liter with them, 
to conceal from her much longer the ſucceſs of his 
tender affections. The ardour of the count, which 


made him already calculate days and ſeaſons, made 


me in a few moments inure myſelf to talk of their 
marriage, as if nothing was wanting 1n it but the ce- 
lebration. I diſapproved of nothing but the deſire 
he ſhewed of waiting on us himſelf to his caſtle. No, 
ſaid I, it will be enough if you give us a faithful ſer- 
vant, for our guide. I demanded two days for ren- 
gcring the laſt duties to de Peſſes, and for ordering my 
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other affairs at Paris. In fine, the length of this' 
converſation making him think it neceſſary to retire, 
we embraced one another with all the tenderneſs of 
which we had juſt tied the knots; and if he carried 
away the ſatisfaQtion of believing, that his happineſs 
was out of danger of a blow, I had the comfort of 
hugging myſelf more than ever on the good fortune 
of Roſe, which appeared to me to be eſtabliſhed on a 
ſolid foundation. Fx. 

LI -had yet inquietudes enough remaining not to ſuffer 
me to reckon upon an undiſturbed repole ; ſo. that I 
looked no further into the cauſe of a very grievous 
reſtleſſneſs that toſſed me about all night. Never» 
theleſs, I could not in the end reflect upon this extra- 
ordinary diſorder in my blood and all my ſpirits, 
without thinking that heaven was defirous to forewarn 
me by a kind of ſenſible chaſtiſement, that I placed 
too much confidence in the meaſures of human pra- 
dence, and that I ſhould be affected with circumſtances 
quite different from thoſe of which I thought myſelf 
aſſured. But the embarraſments, that held me em- 
ployed the two following days, not having given me 
time to turn my refte&tions on that ſide, I fell directly 
down the precipice which I thought to have avoided. 
Ia the morning I went to ſee- the corps of de Peſſes, 
which I found ready prepared to receive the folemni- 
ties of ſepulture. The equivoca] manner in which 
he fpoke of his misfortune, having made it paſs rather 
for an unexpected adventure, which cauſed leſs ſuſpi- 
cion of a duel than of an aſſaſſination, no inquiries 
were made that might oblige me to uſe further precau- 
tions. I followed the advice of his confeſſor and the 
two notaries who aſſiſted him, that it were better to 
depofit him in the pariſh where he died, than to re- 
move him to that in which he lodged. They were 
afraid leſt the pomp and noiſe might raiſe people's cu- 
rioſity; and I entered into the ſame views as to the 
place of his interment. The rich- preſent he made my 
ſiſter had leſs ſhare in the honours I did him than a 
ſentiment of eſteem and friendſhip, independent of in- 
tereſt, and which I always thought due to his perſon as 
much as to his ſervices... + + 8 » 


86.0 The 


The Dean of CoLERAINVE. 287 


The notaries gave me an account of all they had 
done the evening before by his directions. They had, 
in my ſiſter's name, put their ſeals on all that belong- 
ed to him at Paris; and they propoſed to me imme- 
diately to ſecure in my own cuſtody not only his pa- 
pers and moveables, but ſome conſiderable ſums of 
money which they found in his cloſet. This ſtep 
ſeeming to require the participation of Roſe, was a 
difliculty which I could not eaſiy determine. Beſides 
the promiſe I had made the count de 8 „I had 
alſo my ſcruples of honour, which 1 was reſolved to 
have cleared up, before 1 ſet forward any pretenſions 
in regard to the rights of my fitter. TI put off 
the two notaries to the next day, in hopes that the 
advice of George (to whom J intended to pay a viſit 
before evening, and whom I knew to be a properer 
perſon to determine a queſtion of honour than a point 
of religion and conſcience) might help to fix my 
doubts. I ought alſo to impart to him the intended 
marriage of Roſe; and not having been abſent from 
him above fifteen days, my ſole deſign was to rid my- 
ſelf of all other doubts before I informed him of ſuch 
happy news, and 1 flattered myſelf that this would 
help to eſtabliſh peace and union in'our family. 

But this care ſeemed to me to besleſs preſſing than 
that of preparing Roſe to change her habitation, and 
of giving her all thoſe explanations tending to her 
happineſs, that her heart was impatient to hear. It 
would have been a cruelty to have held her too long 
in an ignorance with which I might be reproached, 
not only by herſelf, but her lover, whom I ought not 
to deprive of thoſe ſentiments whereof he was ſo jea- 
lous, He had no miſtruſt that my ſlowneſs did but ill 
correſpond with his impatience ; and the manner in 
which I had-explained myſelf to him the night before 
could not give him any ſuſpicion of that ſort. On the 
contrary, I perceived that the moderation of his de- 


\ fires proceeded from the. perſuaſion he was in, that my 


ſiſter knowing all his ardaur, and the happy change 
an her ſituation, would reckon herſelf accountable for 
the ſacrifice he made to decorum. This would have 
been to deceive them both, as well as to deprive them 

without 
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without reaſon of a ſatisfaQion ſo innocent. I went 
to Roſe's convent, to pleaſe myſelf in eontributing all 
in my power to the happineſs of this pair of irre- 
proachable lovers. ; 

By what lights could I forſee that 1 was going to 
occaſion them more miſchief than I intended to procure 
them pleaſure? It is here that without following the 


order of my own informations, I am going to unveil 


at one. ſtroke what was for a long time concealed from 
myſelf, I mean an horrible treachery, that would have 
diffuſſed too much ebſcurity over the moſt moving part 
of this hiſtqry, had I delayed to unfcld it, at a time 
when the compaſſion of heaven let me into the know- 
ledge of it, that is to ſay, after the dire effects it pro- 
duced. Thoſe who had loſt fight of my lord Linch, 
or who might have imagined that the terror of his 
crime ought to have made him abandon Paris, had 
taken up too favourable an idea of this furious Iriſh- 
man. Encouraged by his boldneſs and obſtinacy, 
rather than by any proper meaſures, of which he ought 
to have made a little account, he contented himſelf 
with changing his 52 and he thought of no- 
thing but the means of gathering the fruit of his blind 
cruelty. All ſorts of reaſons removing from him the 
thoughts of appearing before me, my accidental 
meeting him-the evening before, had in ſome meaſure 
embarraſed him, and I ſatisfied his deſires as much 
as my own in paſſing down another ſtreet to avoid 
him. But the opportunity of ſeeing me come out of 
the convent, where he might eaſily imagine I went 
every day, and the memory he had preſerved of the 
ſituation of the parlour ſince he had conducted Roſe 
thither in company with me, raiſed in him a thought, 
of which the execution was but too eaſy for ſuch an 
adventurer as he. In waiting till he found proper 
openings for his other deſigns, he reſolved to dive into 
our's in procuring himſelf the means of kearkening to 
our diſcourſe. A ſmall ſum ſerved him to corrupt 
the exterior ſervants of the convent, and under ſuch 
eee as he was pleaſed to make, he obtained the 
liberty of hiding himſelſ the next day in the parlour 
towards the time that the cuſtom of the 9 o 
3 8 
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liged me to make my ordinary viſits. , A ſcreen that 
ſtood ſome paces from the grate favoured his artifice ; 
he was behind it when I arrived, and in a fituation 
fo commodious that he could not loſe one word of our 
diſcourſe. 

My heart being full of what I came to acquaint my 
fiſter with, and under no miſtruſt of a place which I 
took to be a ſanctuary for ſecrets, I did not ſpare to 
uſe much tenderneſs and ardour in my expreſſions. I 
did not obſerve that Roſe ſearched in my eyes for what 
fie had no hope from my laſt promiſes. If all that 
you have deſired, ſaid I, be ſufficient to make you 
happy, nothing now is wanting to compleat your ſa- 
tisfaction. All obſtacles are over; you are free to 
love, ſure of pleaſing, and I require no other mode- 
ration in your ſentiments, than that which you ought 
to ſubmit io heaven, from whom you have received at 
once ſuch an abundance of favours. Do not inter- 
rupt me, ſaid I, ſeeing her joy Endeavouring to break 
out, I publiſh to you a happineſs which ſurpriſes my- 
ſelf, and ywhich merits well to be explained. Your 
unknown lover is called the count de S——— :; His 


birth is diſtinguiſhed, his eftate conſiderable, and his 


love ſuch as his conduQ has already declared to you. 
He burns with impatience to ſee you his, and your 
marriage ſhall be celebrated to-morrow, if reaſons, 
which we ought to approve of, do not yet oblige us 
I continued to add all the teſtimonies 
which I thought due to the merit and forwardneſs of 
the count; and without blaming the modeſt diſorder 
in which every word ſeemed to caſt Roſe, I commend- 
ed her for being ſenſible to the love of a man as a- 
miable as virtuous. 

It was my own pratitude that guided my tongue. 
If one ſhould repreſent to himſelf the tone of a diſ- 


courſe animated by a motive ſo tender, aud the an- 
ſwers of Roſe, who forthwith opened to me her heart 


with that truſt which ſhe repoſed in a hrother, whom 
ſhe found a confident as well as a friend, one may 
without difficulty conceive, that not only a fingle ex- 
preſſion could not eſcape my lord Linch, but that in 


the progreſs of a diſcourſe ſo animated, the juſt com- 
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Þlaints we made -of his barbarity were renewed more 
than once with as much bitterneſs as heat. He de- 
voured them all. His curioſity ſtronger than his re- 
ſentment inflamed him according to the meaſures in 
which I communicated my reſolutions to my ſiſter. 
At length, I acquainted her with the projet I had 
formed with the count. He did not loſe the leaſt cir- 
cumſtance of it: And the means by which I flattered 
myſelf I ſhould avoid his perſecutions, became as it 
were the plan upon which he formed his own deſigns. 
I gave notice to Ruſe to hold herſelf in readineſs: to 
be gone the next evening in a coach of her lover's, 
With the precaut ons nave taken, faid I, do not ap- 
prehend any thing from your perſecutor. He is igno- 
rant even of the road we ſhall take to get out of his 
way; and from the deſcription the count has made 
me of his country-houſe, I promiſe you there as much 
tranquillity as pleaſure, The furious Linch will with- 
out doubt go over to look for you in Ireland; but he 
will ſome time or other give me thanks for his error, 
if it happens, to help to ſave him here from puniſh- 
ment. You ſhall not ſee me again, added |, till to- 
morrow towards evening, Do not mention what 1 
have told you to any perſon living, and only diſpoſe 
your companions fo as to take leave of them without 
ſurpriſe. I left Roſe fo much contented with this diſ- 
courſe, that I carried away with me a lively impreſſion 
of her joys and every thing I did had ſome reliſh of 
it vatil r hour I had promiſed to 299 her, 


